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sight  of  the  little  squadron  of  Co- 

Jlumbua  standing  once  more  into  the 
harbor,  was  hailed  with  joy  by  such  of 
iuhabitants  of  Isabella  as  remained  faithful  to 
him.  The  long  time  that  had  elapsed  since  hia 
departure  on  this  adventurous  voyage,  without 
any  tidings  arriving  from  him,  hod  given  rise  to 
the  most  serious  apprehensions  for  his  safety ; 
and  it  began  to  be  feared  that  he  had  fallen  a 
victim  to  his  enterprising  spirit  in  some  remote 
part  of  these  unknown  seas. 
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It  is  bnt  justice  to  the  memory  of  Henry  VII. 
to  say,  that  when  the  proposition  was  eventually 

The  memorandam  was  in  a  barbarous  mbcture  of  Latin  and 
Spanish,  and  to  the  following  effect. 

In  the  year  1488,  in  December,  arrived  at  Lisbon  Bartholo- 
mew  Diaz,  captain  of  three  caravels,  which  the  king  of  Portu- 
gal sent  to  discover  Guinea,  and  brought  accounts  that  he  had 
discovered  six  hundred  league^  of  territon%  four  hundred  and 
fiffy  to  the  south  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  north,  to  a  cape, 
named  by  him  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope ;  and  that  by  the  astro- 
labe he  found  the  cape  45  degrees  beyond  the  equinoctial  line. 
Thi?  cape  was  3100  leagues  distant  from  Lisbon ;  the  which 
the  said  captain  says  he  set  down,  league  by  league,  in  a  chart 
of  navigation  presented  by  him  to  the  king  of  Portugal;  in  all 
which,  adds  the  writer,  I  was  present  (in  quibus  omnibus 
interfui). 

Las  Cosas  expresses  a  doubt  whether  Bartholomew  wrote 
this  note  for  himself,  or  on  the  part  of  his  brother,  but  infers 
that  one,  or  both,  were  in  this  expedition.  The  inference 
may  be  correct  with  respect  to  Bartholomew,  but  Christopher, 
at  the  time  specified,  was  at  the  Spanish  court. 

Las  Casas  accounts  for  a  difference  in  date  between  the  fore- 
going memorandum  and  the  chronicles  of  the  voyage;  the 
former  making  the  return  of  Diaz  in  the  year  *8S,  the  latter 
'87.  This  he  observes  might  be  because  some  begin  to  count 
the  year  after  Christmas,  others  at  the  first  of  January:  and 
the  expedition  sailed  about  the  end  of  August  '86,  and  re- 
turned in  December  *87,  after  an  absence  of  seventeen 
months. 

Note.  —  Since  publishing  the  first  edition  of  this  work,  the 
author  being  in  Seville,  and  making  researches  in  the  Biblio- 
theca  Columbina,  the  librar}'  given  by  Fernando  Columbus  to 
the  cathedral  of  that  city,  he  came  accidentally  upon  the 
above-mentioned  copy  of  the  work  of  Pedro  Aliaco.  He  ascer- 
tained it  to  be  the  same  by  finding  the  above-cited  memoran- 
dum written  on  the  margin,  at  the  eighth  chapter  of  the  tract 
called  "  Imago  Mundi.*'  It  is  an  old  volume  in  folio,  bound 
in  parchment,  published  soon  after  the  invention  of  printing, 
containing  a  collection  in  Latin  of  astronomical  and  cosmo- 


CnRlSTOFlIEB   COLUMBUS.  5 

was  iielitallj  ninde  wilii  Bartholomew  for  llie 
pruseculiuu  of  (be  euierpiise,  aiiil  Uio  Intier  de- 
parted for  Spain  iu  eearcli  of  liis  braitier.  On 
reachiug  Purls,  be  Jirat  ivceived  tite  j'lyfu!  intelli- 
gence ihtit  the  discovery  wbs  already  aiade ;  lliul 
hia  brother  liad  returned  to  Spain  in  triumph ; 
and  was  actually  at  the  Spanish  court,  honored 
by  the  sovereigns,  caressed  by  the  nobility,  aud 
idolized  by  ihe  people.  The  glory  of  Columbus 
already  shed  its  rays  upou  hl^  family,  and  Bar- 
tholomeiv  found  iiimself  immediately  h  person  of 
importaace.  He  was  noticed  by  the  French 
tDooarcb.  Charles  VIII.,  who,  understanding  that 
he  was  low  in  purse,  furnished  hitu  with  one 
hundred  crowns  to  defray  the  expenses  of  his 
journey  ta  Spain.  He  reached  Seville  just  us 
hiB  brother  had  departed  on  his  second  voyage. 
Bartholomew  immediately  repured  to  ilie  court, 
then  at  ViiUadolid,  taking  with  him  his  two 
nephews,  Diego  and  Ferjiaudo,  who  were  to 
serve  io  quniity  of  pages  to  Prince  Juan.'  He 
was  received  with  disiingutshed  favor  by  the  sov- 
ereigns ;  who,  finding  him  to  be  an  able  and 
accomplished  navigator,  gave  him  the  oommand 
of  three  ships  freighted  witb  supplies  for  ifae 
colony,  and  sent  him  to  aid  his  brother  in  his 
enterprises.  He  had  again  arrived  too  latv ; 
Tcadiing  Isabella  jnsi  afler  (be  departure  of  tbe 
•dmiraJ  for  the  coast  of  Cuba. 

The  siglit  of  this  brother  was  an  inespreasible 
i^cf  to  Columbus,  overwhelmed  as  he  was  by 
o>F»  sod  mrrotioded  by  strangers.    Ilia  chief  de- 


S  14 fK  JiNb  VOYAiiBS  OF 

IWW""  ti>''  ^lut^tli/  mill  tuMUiniicu  htul  liilhertu 
bueu  uit  \ua  btMthui'  Uuit  Dhk^  i  but  liU  mild  and 
puauvalilo  <li»iK>«itiou  I'uiuloi'vU  him  littio  capnbla 
ut'  luuuikj^iii^  tlw  ouuccru*  <if  u  facliouK  culoajr. 
Uu'lbuituuuw  ufiu  ui'  It  ilillervul  nud  uioro  oEBuenl 
oImtHvIw.  Hd  wm  (U'oui^i,  tw:iiv«,  JimihImI  and 
(4'  A  fcurLtwd  spirit ;  ivWevw  tut  dcUinauMii,  he 
turiicd  iulv  iutUut  uxMutiou,  wttttoui  regwd  to 
dil&CUlljr  w  lUugoTi  ttJB  [ivrsuiu  HjrrufpiMideil  ts 
hii  uuiul ;  it  wikd  IaU,  tiuucuW,  ^  i^cwus  uud  otok- 
laoudiug.  He  hiui  itu  lur  ul  ^iiml  auiliuriiir.  but 
Hjauxrlul  tiuru,  HOuiLiii^  ri^ti  -a^'vih- .-^  lud  Imi- 
iWgiuty  wbictt  iQiutJurtAl  ^i"  ^uh»- 

aw  ui'  Um  odounU.      I  '-■  .iiwa 

HS^til^  lU  lu*  liunfici.     .  If  pl- 
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miral,  but  less  enthusiastic  in  spirit  luid  suiiriiig 
in  i magi Ddt ion,  and  wilh  lesa  aiiupliclly  uf  hciiit, 
he  surpnssed  him  in  the  subtln  and  adroit  man- 
Bgement  of  business,  was  more  nttentivu  to  hU 
inleresu,  and  had  more  of  that  worldly  wisdoiii 
whicli  is  so  imporliuit  in  tliu  unlitiary  cunconiK 
of  life.  Hia  genius  migbl  n«ver  hiivo  enkindled 
him  to  tbe  sublime  speculivtiou  which  ondoii  in 
the  discovery  of  a  world,  but  bb  pmciical  sngnc- 
ity  was  calculated  to  turn  that  discovery  to  uil- 
Tonlnge.  Such  is  the  description  of  Biirtholomuw 
Columbus,  as  funiiahed  by  the  vuijeriiblu  Las 
Oasas  from  personal  observation  ;  >  and  it  will  be 
found  to  accord  with  his  actions  throughout  [hu 
rcmuning  history  of  the  ndmiral,  iu  the  events 
of  which  he  ijikes  a  conspicuotis  pari. 

Anxious  to  relieve  himself  from  the  pressure 
of  public  Lusinees,  which  weighed  heavily  upon 
ium  during  his  present  malady,  Cutuiiihus  im- 
mediately invested  bis  brother  Bartlujiomcw  wilh 
the  title  and  antfaorily  of  AJebiuIaila,  on  ofBoe 
ei^niraletit  lo  that  of  iieutcnnnt-^veroor.  He 
ooDsidered  liiouelf  entitled  lo  do  w  from  ilie  ar- 
bdea  ui  hid  amngemeni  with  tbe  sovereigns,  but 
it  was  locked  npoD  bj  King  Ferdinand  u  an 
■Htdae  sseomptioa  of  power,  and  give  greal  of- 
fewe  to  thai  jealous  iDQCiaft^  who  witf  exceed' 
U^  leoacioas  of  the  prwngliTes  of  the  crown, 
mH  sooiderad  itigaitki  of  dda  nnk  antl  hapor- 
I M  oaljr  l«  be  eu«fen«d  by  royal  laandWg.? 
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pomtment  bj  a  mere  desire  to  aggrandize  his 
fiunilj.  He  felt  the  importance  of  his  brother's 
assistaoce  in  the  present  critical  state  of  the  col- 
ony, but  that  this  cooperation  would  be  inefficient 
unless  it  bore  the  stamp  of  high  official  authority. 
In  ^icty  during  the  few  months  that  he  had  been 
absent,  the  whole  island  had  become  a  scene  of 
discord  and  violence  in  consequence  of  the  ne- 
glect, or  rather  the  flagrant  violation,  of  those 
rules  which  he  had  prescribed  for  the  maintenance 
of  its  tranquillity.  A  brief  retrospect  of  the  re- 
cent affiiirs  of  the  colony  is  here  necessary  to 
explain  their  present  confusion.  It  will  exhibit 
one  of  the  many  instances  in  which  Columbus 
was  doomed  to  reap  the  fruits  of  the  evil  seed 
sown  by  his  adversaries. 
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Ill  be  recollecUsd,  that  before  depart- 
on  his  Toyage,  Columbus  had  given 
j  Ihe  command  of  the  army  to  Don  Pedro 
MBTgarite,  wUb  ordern  to  muke  a  military  tour 
of  the  bland,  nwing  llic  natives  by  a  di^pUy  of 
tnililary  force,  but  conciliating  their  goo<l-will  by 
equitable  and  amicable  treatment. 

The  island  was  at  this  time  divided  into  five 
domains,  each  governed  by  n  cacique,  of  absolute 
and  hereditary  power,  to  whom  a  great  number 
of  inferior  caciques  yielded  tributary  allegiance, 
The  firai  or  most  important  domain  comprised 
the  middle  part  of  the  royal  Vega.  It  was  u  rich, 
lovely  country,  partly  cultivated  after  the  im- 
perfect manner  of  the  nolives,  partly  covered 
with  noble  forests,  studded  with  Indian  towns,  aud 
watered  by  numerous  rivers,  many  of  n-liieh,  roll- 
ing down  from  the  mouniains  of  Cilwo,  on  its 
eoulhern  frojitier,  had  gold-dust  mingled  with 
their  sands.  The  name  of  the  cacique  was 
Guarionex,  whose  ancestors  had  long  ruled  over 
the  province. 


I" 


urt  *Mfi  ¥ni4xa  or 


•mi  r. .  i>ug  »lMig  tb*  iMrUwrn 

ou«ii  [<  I  •«  M  lb*  inwietTi  ex- 

Iniiiitij  ilm  gniB)  river  Tagni, 

«A<r<tor-U  L^lii:.!  U..uii>  L'ttiiitl,  uhI  UKloding 
ll«t  luMtticni  {ufi  ul'  ikn  rujTAl  Viiga,  mikc  c«Ued 
|b«  iiUiii  iif  C'n|Mi  Pntiiv^  <>""  i^^  H«jli«ii. 

'tliu  lliinl  buiv  lite  name  ol'  Mn^uaiuL  It  ex- 
toiiilcil  akiitj  ihu  t-tulUcru  oiHul  from  lltu  riwr 
Ckunuk  lt>  Uiu  lukc*,  uiul  tiiuk('ri.-Hnl  tliv  vliier  |ntt 
uf  (Iti:  uintn  uf  llw  UImk)  l.viug  ftJuug  (hu  WUtb- 
«ru  titm  uf  Uw  utuubbtiiu  ul'  CilxKK  Ute  miaenl 
diairict  of  lla^li.  U  w«j  uixlcr  tbe  dominigB  of 
IhiT  Curib  (w^iuo  Ckouabo,  tlie  inosi  ticn»  and 
puiwutiit  ul'  Uiu  Mivi^e  obielWua.  wiii  Ute  uiveter- 

'Vtiu  I'uurlli  look  Im  uulue  t'ruiu  XarHgua.  a 
lugv  Utw,  auU  wild  ihu  luust  populous  au>i  uxleo- 
■ive  uf  iUl>  It  oiuprisvii  iIm  wliola  weMeni 
ooa»[i  iucludiug  iliii  loojj  ^rwiiwiitory  of  Oipe 
Tibiuvii,  uiJ  uxMuiod  for  u  cuuiudtuiiblv  liistunoa 
aioag  Um  BOiitlwru  HJdo  of  iliu  isluuil.  The  in- 
hubiUiilai  wurw  tiuuly  foruUHl,  biwl  »  nuliie  mr. » 
U10I1!  iijfiYeitblu  blocuiioit,  mid  um>i«  suii  uuii  HnHM* 
fUl  HuuUKrs  ihiui  liw  imlivi^  ol'  tbo  oUiur  imrw 
uf  tbii  isltuid-  Tlw  Sdvtiruigit  wiu  tuuhuJ  llviie- 
diici  \  Ilia  aialtir,  iViuuudiui,  i.i:l<ibnu«tl  liiruuglioiU. 
Uui  isliuul  for  W  liuuut;,  was  lUo  fuvurilo  <vil«  uf 

Tbu  fUUi  4Muaili  wa»  lijguej',  imd  occupied  tbe 
wlNla  ciutBTii  iHirl  uf  liio  isUnJ,  Liaiug  buiuidini 
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on  the  north  by  the  B&y  of  Samnnn.  and  part  of 
Ihe  river  Yuna,  and  on  Ihe  west  bv  llie  Ozemn. 
Tlie  iithikbitaitts  were  ibe  iitosi  active  and  wnrliho 
people  of  the  islntid,  having  lennit  tlie  use  of  the 
bow  anr)  arrow  from  the  Caribs,  who  miide  fre- 
quent descents  upoo  the  coasts ;  ihey  were  said 
also  to  make  iiae  of  poiiioDed  weapons.  Their 
bravery,  however,  was  but  comparative,  and  was 
found  eTenlually  of  little  avail  against  the  terror 
of  European  arms.  They  were  governed  by  a 
CBCiqiie  iisnied  Colubauamn.' 

Such  were  the  five  territorial  divisions  of  the 
island  at  the  lime  of  its  discovery.  The  amount 
of  its  population  baa  never  been  cleurly  ascer- 
tained ;  some  have  stated  it  at  a  ntillioii  of  souls, 
though  this  is  considered  an  exaggeration,  U 
must,  however,  have  been  very  numerous,  and  suf- 
ficient, in  case  of  any  general  hostility,  to  endan- 
ger the  safety  of  u  handful  of  Europeans.  Co- 
lumbns  trusted  for  safety  partly  to  the  awe  in- 
spired by  the  weapons  and  horses  of  the  Spaniards, 
and  the  idea  of  their  superhuman  nature,  but 
chiefly  to  the  measures  he  had  taken  (o  conciliate 
the  good  will  of  the  Indians  by  gentle  and  bcnefl- 
cent  treatmcnL 

Margnrite  set  forth  on  bis  expedition  with  the 
greater  part  of  the  forces,  leaving  Aloiiso  de 
C^edk  in  command  of  the  for1re*s  of  St.  Thomas. 
Instead,  however,  of  conimendug  by  exploring  the 
rou^  mountains  of  Cibno,  as  he  had  been  com- 
UMBiled.  be  descended  into  the  fertile  region  of 
iIm  Vega.  Here  be  lingered  autong  the  populous 
L,  Hist.  St.  Domingo,  lib.  L  p.  S9. 
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aad  liDspitnlile  Indian  villages,  forgetful  of  the 
otfjeci  uf  Uis  comniiuid,  anil  of  the  inetr actions 
left  Iiim  by  llto  admimL  A  commRnder  who 
Inpses  from  iluij  himself,  is  Htllc  calculated  to 
enforce  discipline.  The  seosual  iiidulgenccB  of 
Morgariie  were  irailRted  by  his  followers,  and  hia 
army  soon  became  little  better  than  el  crew  of 
riotoufi  marauders.  Tbe  Indians,  for  a  time, 
supplieil  them  with  provisions  with  their  wonted 
hospitality,  but  tlie  scanty  stores  of  those  ab- 
ste[iiIous  yet  improvident  people  were  soon  ex- 
hnualed  by  the  Spnuiurds ;  one  of  whom  they 
declai'cd  would  cotisunie  more  iu  a  day  than 
would  support  au  Indian  for  a  month.  If  pro- 
visions were  witliheld,  or  scantily  furnished,  they 
were  taken  with  violence ;  nor  was  any  compen- 
sation given  to  the  natives,  nor  means  taken  to 
soothe  their  irritation.  The  avidity  for  gold  also 
led  to  a  thousand  acts  of  injustice  and  oppresKiou ; 
but  above  all  tbe  Spaniards  outraged  the  dearest 
feelinga  of  the  natives,  by  their  licentious  conduct 
witli  respect  to  the  women.  In  fact,  instead  nf 
guests,  they  soon  assumed  the  lone  of  imperious 
masters ;  instead  of  enlightened  benefactors,  they 
beoime  sordid  and  sensual  oppressors. 

Tidings  of  the^e  excesses,  and  of  the  disgust 
and  itnpntience  they  were  awakening  among  the 
natives,  aoon  reached  Don  Diego  Columbus. 
With  the  ooucurrence  of  the  council,  he  wrote  to 
Margarita  reprehending  his  conduct,  and  request- 
ing him  to  proci'od  on  the  military  tour,  according 
to  tlie  conimands  of  the  admiral.  The  pride  of 
Mnrgarile  took  lire  at  this  reproof;  he  considered, 
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OT  rnlbtr  preleiided  to  cnnaider  himself  inde- 
peodeol  in  his  cooimaud,  and  above  all  I'c^porisi- 
bility  to  ihe  council  for  his  conduct.  Deiiig  of 
au  iincient  tamily.  alsn,  and  a.  favorite  of  the  king, 
lie  affected  to  look  domn  wiiK  contempt  upou  (lie 
iiewlf-coined  nobility  of  Diego  Columbus.  His 
jetiera,  in  reply  to  the  orders  of  the  president  and 
council,  were  couched  in  a  tone  either  of  haughty 
ContBcnelf  or  of  military  defiance.  He  cuntinued 
U'ilh  his  tbllowere  quartered  in  the  Vega,  persist- 
ing in  n  course  of  outrages  and  oppressions  fatal 
to  the  tranquillity  of  the  island. 

He  was  supported  in  bis  arrogant  defiance  of 
autfaonij  by  the  cavaliers  and  adrenturer^  of  noble 
birth  who  were  in  the  L-oIoiiy  and  who  bad  been 
deeply  wounded  in  the  proudipunctilio  so  jealously 
guarded  by  a  Spaniard.  They  could  not  forget 
nor  forgive  the  stern  equity  exerdaed  by  tbe 
admiral  in  a  ^me  of  emergency,  in  making  litem 
submit  lo  the  privations  and  sbnre  the  labors  of 
the  vulgar.  Still  less  could  they  brook  the  au- 
thority of  bis  brother  Diego,  destitute  of  his  high 
perHtnal  claims  lo  diaiiuction.  They  formed, 
therefore,  a  kind  of  aristotrstical  faction  in  the 
colony  1  affecting  to  oonsider  Colnmbus  and  his 
ffunily  as  mere  mercenary  aiid  upstart  foreigners, 
building  up  liieir  own  fortunes  at  tbe  expense  of 
the  toils  and  suSerings  of  ilie  community,  and  the 
degradation  of  Spanish  hidalgos  and  cavaliers. 

In  addition  to  these  partisans,  Mat^arile  had  a 
powerful  ally  in  bis  fellowHTonntryman,  Friar 
Boyle,  the  liead  of  the  religious  fraternity,  one 
ul  Uw  members  of  tba  council,  and  apostolical 
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■  of  the  New  World.  It  is  not  ensy  to 
origiiiiil  cauEG  of  the  hostility  of 
tills  holy  friar  to  lh«  admiral,  who  wiis  uever 
WHtitiug  in  respect  tu  the  clei^.  Various  alter^ 
CBiions,  however,  had  lakea  place  between  tbem. 
Some  sny  that  the  friiir  interfered  iu  respect  to 
the  strict  inensures  deemed  uecessury  by  the 
admiral  for  the  securiiy  of  ihe  colony;  othen 
that  he  resented  the  tiiiicied  indignity  ulTered  to 
himself  and  bis  liouaeliold,  io  puttiug  lliem  on  the 
same  short  allowance  with  the  common  people. 
He  appears,  however,  to  have  beau  generally  dis- 
appointed aud  disgusled  with  the  sphere  of  uciion 
afforded  by  the  colony,  and  to  have  looked  back 
with  i-egrel  lo  the  Old  World,  He  bad  noue  sf 
thai  enlhiisiastic  zeal  and  persevering  seli^evotion, 
which  induced  bo  many  of  the  Spanish  mission- 
uriea  to  brave  all  the  hardships  and  privations  of 
the  New  World,  in  the  hope  of  converting  its 
pagan  inhabitants. 

E[icouraged  and  fortified  by  such  powerful 
partisans,  Margarite  really  began  to  consider  him- 
self above  tlie  temporary  authorities  of  thu  island. 
Wheitever  he  came  to  Isabella,  lie  look  no  notice 
of  Don  Diego  Cohimbua,  nor  paid  any  respect  lo 
the  couDcil,  but  acted  as  if  be  had  paramount 
command.  He  formed  a  cabal  of  most  of  those 
who  were  disaffected  lo  Columbus,  and  discon- 
tented with  their  abode  in  the  colony.  Among 
these  the  leading  agitator  was  Friar  Boyle.  It 
was  concerted  among  them  to  take  possessien  of 
the  ships  which  had  brought  out  Don  Barlliolo- 
mew  Columbus,  and  to  return  in  tbem  to  Spain. 
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Both  Mnrgarile  and  Boyle  posscBded  tlie  favor  of 
the  king,  nnU  they  deemed  il  would  be  ao  euey 
matter  to  justiry  their  Btmodonraetit  of  their  mil- 
itary and  religious  oommaiula  by  u  preieuded  z«al 
for  (be  public  good;  harrying  borne  tti  rvpreaeul 
the  disMtrous  state  of  tbe  country,  through  the 
lyrunoy  and  oppreMioa  of  it£  ruler*.  Some  have 
ascribed  the  abmpl  departure  of  Margnril«  to  \i\a 
fear  of  a  Kvere  miliiaiy  inrestigalioD  of  bis  con- 
duct on  tbe  i«Iura  of  ibe  admiral ;  others  to  bis 
liMving.  iu  tbe  course  of  bis  Itoeolious  amours  con- 
tracted a  malady  at  that  time  new  bik)  unknown, 
and  which  he  attributed  to  the  dimaie,  and 
hoped  to  cure  by  medical  assistance  t»  Spain. 
Whatever  may  haTe  been  tbe  cause,  his  measures 
were  taken  with  great  precipitancy,  wiihoai  awy 
coneultBiton  of  tbe  proper  authorities,  or  any 
regard  to  tbe  cooeequeuces  of  bis  departure. 
AccomjMuiied  by  a  baud  of  malconteotg,  lie  Hud 
Friar  Boyle  took  posHSsion  of  sotne  ^ips  iu  llie 
harbor,  and  set  sail  for  Spain ;  the  &«t  general 
and  apMile  of  the  New  World  thus  tteliiug  tbe 
fl^raut  example  uf  uiaDtLvrued 
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BHE  depurLure  of  Pedro  Morgiuite  left 
nnu^  without  a  head,  and  put  eu 
I  to  what  lilUe  restrain!  or  discipliti 
Tem&ined.  There  is  no  rftbble  so  licentious  a 
soldiery  left  to  their  owj>  discretion  in  a  defeii^e- 
lesa  country.  They  now  roved  nbout  ia  btui 
or  singly,  according  to  tlieir  cnprice,  ecattering 
themselves  among  the  Indian  villages,  and  indulg- 
ing in  all  kinds  of  excesses,  either  as  prompted 
by  avarice  or  sensuality.  The  natives,  indignant 
at  having  their  hospitality  thus  requited,  refused 
any  longer  to  furnish  thorn  with  food.  In  u  little 
while  the  Spaniards  began  to  experience  the  press- 
ure of  hunger,  anil  seized  upon  provisions  wher- 
ever they  could  be  found,  accompanying  these 
seizures  with  acts  of  wanton  violence.  At  length, 
by  a  series  of  flaj>Tant  outrngeis  the  geiille  and 
pacific  nature  of  this  people  was  roused  to  resent- 
ment, and  from  confiding  nod  ho^pitubie  hosts, 
they  were  converted  into  vindictive  enemies.  All 
the  precautions  enjoined  by  Columbus  having  been 
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neglected,  the  evils  he  had  (ipprehendetl  came  to 
pass.  Though  the  Indians,  naturally  timid,  dared 
not  contend  with  the  Spaniards  while  they  kept 
up  any  combined  and  disciplined  force,  yet  they 
took  sanguinary  vengeance  on  them  whenever 
they  met  with  small  parties  or  scattered  individ- 
uals, roving  about  in  quest  of  food.  Encouraged 
by  these  petty  triumphs,  and  the  impunity  which 
seemed  to  attend  them,  their  hostilities  grew  more 
and  more  alarming.  Guatiguana,  cacique  of  a 
large  town  on  the  banks  of  the  Grand  River,  in 
the  dominions  of  Guarionex,  sovereign  of  the 
Vegn,  put  to  death  ten  Spaniards,  who  had  quar- 
tered themselves  in  hb  town,  and  outraged  the  in- 
habitants by  their  licentiousness.  He  followed 
up  this  massacre  by  setting  fire  to  a  house  in 
which  forty-six  Spaniards  wei-e  lodged.^  Flushed 
by  this  success  he  threatened  to  attack  a  small 
fortress  called  Magdalena,  which  had  rec*ently 
been  built  in  his  neighborhood  in  the  Vega ;  so 
that  the  commander,  Luis  de  Arriaga,  having  but 
a  feeble  garrison,  was  obliged  to  remain  shut  up 
witliin  its  walls  until  relief  should  arrive  from 
Isabella. 

The  most  formidable  enemy  of  the  Spaniards, 
however,  was  Caonabo,  the  Carib  Ciicique  of 
Maguana.  With  natural  talents  for  war,  and  intel- 
ligence superior  to  tlie  ordinary  range  of  savage 
intellect,  he  had  a  proud  and  daring  spirit  to  urge 
him  on,  three  valiant  brothers  to  assist  hint,  and  a 
numerous  tribe  at  his  command.^  He  had  always 
felt  jealous  of  the  intrusion  of  the  white  men  into 

^  Heirera,  Hist.  Ind.,  dccad.  i.  lib.  ii.  cap.  16.       ^  Ibid. 
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th6  islnnd;  but  particularly  exflsperaled  by  the 
eHtablisbmcTit  of  llie  fortress  of  St.  Tliomas,  erect- 
ed in  the  very  centre  of  bis  (lomlniona.  As  long 
as  the  nrniy  luy  witbin  call  in  tbe  Ve^R,  he  was 
deterred  I'rom  any  ittlRck  ;  but  when,  on  the  de- 
piirliire  of  Margnrite,  it  became  dismembered  and 
dispersed,  the  time  for  Blriking  a  signal  blow 
seemed  arrived.  The  furtress  remained  isolated, 
with  a  garrison  of  only  fifty  men.  By  a  BUilden 
and  secret  movcnii^nt,  he  might  orenvhetm  it  with 
his  forces,  and  repeat  the  horrors  wtiich  lie  had 
wreaked  upon  La  Navidad. 

The  wily  cacique,  however,  had  a  different  kind 
of  enemy  to  deal  with  iu  the  commander  of  St 
Tbomiw.  Alonzo  de  Ojeda  had  been  schooled  in 
Moufiab  warfare.  He  was  versed  in  all  kinds  of 
feints,  Htraiagems,  lurking  ambuscades,  and  wild 
assaults.  No  man  was  more  fitted,  therefore,  to 
cope  with  Indian  warriors.  He  had  a  headlong 
courage,  arising  partly  from  the  natural  beat  and 
violence  of  his  disposition,  and,  in  a  great  mea- 
sure, from  religious  superstition.  He  had  been 
engaged  in  wars  wi  lb  Moora  and  Indians,  in  public 
battles  and  private  combats,  in  fights,  feuds,  and 
encountei's  of  all  kinds,  to  whieh  he  had  been 
prompted  by  a  ras-h  and  fiery  spirit,  and  a  love 
of  adventure ;  yet  he  liad  never  been  wounded, 
nor  lost  a  drop  of  blood.  He  began  to  doubt 
whether  any  weapon  liad  power  to  harm  him,  and 
to  consider  himself  utider  the  special  protection 
of  the  holy  Virgin.  As  a  kind  of  religious  talis- 
man, be  had  a  sm»li  Flemish  painting  of  the  Vir- 
gin, given  him  by  his  patron,  Fonseca,  bishop  of 
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Baditjoz.  This  he  constantly  curried  with  him, 
in  cilv',  camp,  or  Add,  ranking  it  the  object  of  hia 
freqiienl  orisons  and  invocations.  In  garrison  or 
encumpmenC,  it  was  suspoaded  in  his  chamber  or 
ugh  expeditions  in  the  wilder- 
ia  his  knapsack,  and  wheuever 
itled,  would  take  it  out,  lix  it  agtiintit 
and  address  his  prayers  to  this  inilitnry 
word,  he  swore  by  the  Virgin, 
iked  the  Virgia  wlietber  in  brawl  or  biittle, 
ider  the  favor  of  the  Virgin  he  was  reiuly 
for  any  enterprise  or  adventure.  Such  was  Alonzo 
de  Ojeda;  bigoted  in  his  devotion,  reckless  in  his 
life,  fearless  in  his  spirit,  like  many  of  the  roving 
Spanish  cavaliers  of  those  days.  Though  small  in 
aiee,  he  wns  &  prwligy  of  strength  and  prowess ; 
and  the  chroniclers  of  the  eurly  discoveries  relate 
marvels  of  his  valor  and  exploits. 

Raving  reconnoitred  the  fortress,  Caonabo  aa- 
eembled  tea  thousand  warriors,  armed  with  war 
clubs,  bows  and  arrows,  and  lances  hardened  in 
the  fire ;  and  ranking  his  way  secretly  through  the 
liirestr,  cnme  suddenly  in  the  neighborhood,  ex- 
pecting to  surprise  the  garrison  in  a  state  of  care- 
le^  security.  He  found  Ojeda's  forces,  however, 
drawn  up  warily  within  hia  tower,  which,  being 
built  upon  an  nlroost  insulated  height,  with  a  river 
itearly  surrounding  it,  and  the  remaining  space 
traversed  by  a  deep  ditch,  set  at  defiance  an  at- 
tack by  naked  warriors. 

Foiled  in  his  attempt,  Caonabo  now  iiopcd  to 
decad.  i.  lib.  viii.  cap.  4.      I'izsrw 
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reduce  it  by  famine.  For  this  purpose,  he  distrib- 
uted his  warriors  through  the  adjacent  forests ; 
itad  waylaid  every  pos^,  so  as  (o  intercept  any 
supplies  brought  by  the  natives,  and  lo  cut  off 
nay  foraging  party  from  ihe  Ibrtresa.  Tliis  siege, 
or  itivestmeiil,  lasted  for  thirty  day?,^  nud  reduced 
ihe  garrison  to  great  dbtress.  There  is  a.  tradi- 
tional nnefdole,  which  Oviedo  relates  of  Pedro 
Margarite,  the  foruker  commatider  of  tliis  fortress, 
but  nhich  may  with  more  probability  be  ascribed 
to  Alotizo  do  Ojcda,  as  iiaviug  occurred  during 
this  siege.  At  a  time  when  the  garrison  was  sore 
pressed  by  famine,  an  Indian  gained  access  to  the 
fort,  bringing  a  couple  of  woud-pigeons  for  the 
table  of  the  commander.  The  latter  was  in  an 
aportmeiit  of  the  lower  surrounded  by  several  of 
his  officers.  Seeing  thera  regard  the  birds  with 
the  wistful  eyes  of  famishing  men,  "  It  is  a  pity," 
said  he, "  that  here  is  not  enough  to  give  us  all  a 
meal ;  I  cannol  conaeut  lo  feast  while  the  rest  of 
you  are  starving : "  so  saying,  he  turned  loose  the 
pigeons  froin  a  window  of  the  tower. 

During  the  siege,  Ojeda  displayed  the  greatest 
activity  of  spirit  and  fertility  of  resource.  He 
baffled  all  the  arts  of  the  Carib  chieftain,  con- 
certing stratagems  of  various  kinds  to  relieve  the 
garriiion  and  annoy  the  foe.  He  sallied  forth 
whenever  the  enemy  appeared  in  any  force,  lead- 
ing the  van  with  that  headlong  valor  for  which 
he  was  noted ;  making  gi'eat  slaugiiler  with  his 
single  arm,  and,  as  usual,  escaping  unhurt  from 
amidst  shosvers  of  darts  and  arrows. 
1  P.  Msityr,  decad.  Ub.  1.  iv. 


r 


CBSI8T0PBER    COLCMBUS, 


31 


Cnonabo  saw  many  of  liis  bntTWt  warriort  dain. 
His  forcee  were  diminbJiiag.  (or  Ibe  Indian*,  i>b> 
used  lo  anj  protracted  operations  of  war.  grew 
weary  of  this  si^r,  mid  returned  dailj  in  Dumlwr* 
to  ibeir  homes.  He  gave  ap  all  fariber  alteapt, 
therefore,  on  the  Ibitress,  and  retired,  filled  with 
adiiiiraltoa  of  (be  proweaa  and  adiieveaientt  at 
Qieda.' 

The  nwles  cfaienain  was  not  diacxiarmged  hf 
the  fulore  of  this  eaierpnBc,  but  meditated 
gdwaucB  of  a  bolder  and  loare  exteneire  nalnre. 
Prowling  in  secret  in  the  rieinilj'  of  laatigllj,  he 
noted  the  enfi?ebkd  state  of  the  seuloDetiL* 
Uanr  of  the  inhabiiantf  were  saSeriog  sadcr 
rarioos  mnUdies.  and  mo^  of  the  mea  OfMe  of 
bearing  arms  were  distributed  about  the  UHIUU7. 
He  DOW  oooeeiTed  the  pngect  of  a  geoenl  Inpw 


wbererer  the;  imU  be  fand.  TW  bndfid  of 
introden  voce  trxl^rwii—led,  Ik  ttamtd  Ute  idand 
would  be  delirerad  fran  «D  findier  iidiMiliiai 
of  tbe  knd;  little  drnwuf  of  tfae  faopekM 
■■tatc  of  the  eontest,  and  tfaal  wfaoe  tbe  dviU 
bal,lhe  power  nf  tbe 
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ereign  cnciques  ioclined  to  cooperate  with  hinif. 
though  impressed  with  deep  awe  of  the  eiipei^ 
nBltinil  power  of  the  Spnninrds,  and  of  their 
terrilic  arms  and  animals.  The  league,  however, 
met  with  unespecled  opposition  in  the  fifth  cacique, 
GuacADRgari,  the  !<overeigti  of  MarieD.  Hin  con- 
duct in  litis  time  of  ilunger  completely  raanif 
the  injustice  of  llie  auapicions  which  bad  been 
entertained  of  hi  m  by  the  Spaniards.  Ho  refused 
to  join  the  other  caciques  with  his  forces, 
violate  those  laws  of  hoepitalilj'  by  which  he  had 
considered  himself  bound  to  protect  and  aid  the 
while  men,  ever  since  [hey  had  been  shipwrecked 
on  his  coast  He  remained  quietly  in  Lis  domin- 
ions, enterlAiniog  at  his  own  expense  a  hundred  of 
the  suffering  soldiery,  and  supplying  all  their 
wants  with  his  accustomed  generosity.  Tbii 
conduct  drew  upon  him  the  odium  and  hostilitj 
of  his  fellow  caciques,  particularly  of  the  fierce 
Carib,  Caonabo,  and  bis  bi'other-iii-law,  Behechioi 
Tbey  made  irruptions  into  his  territories,  and 
iiiflicte<l  on  him  various  injuries  and  indignities 
Behechio  killed  one  of  hb  wives,  and  Caonabo 
carried  another  away  captive.^  Nothing,  how- 
ever, could  shake  the  devotion  of  Guacanagari  to 
the  Spuiiiiu^s  ;  and  as  his  dominions  lay  imme- 
diately adjacent  (o  the  met  tie  men  t,  and  those  of 
some  of  the  other  caciques  were  very  remote,  the 
want  of  his  cooperation  impeded  for  some  time 
the  hostile  designs  of  bis  confederates.^ 

Such  was  the  critical  slate  to  which  the  afTairs 


CHRISTOPHER    COLUUBCS. 


23 


of  the  oolonjr  had  been  reduced,  iiiiJ  audi  the 
bitter  h(islilil]>  engeDdered  nmong  the  people  of 
the  island,  during  ttie  nteeuce  of  Columbus,  aiid 
■aerel;  in  consequence  nf  TioUliug  nil  his  regula- 
tions. Margarite  and  Friur  Bojlti  luid  huatened 
to  Spain  to  make  tnlse  represenliilious  of  the 
miseries  of  ihc  island.  Hud  lliey  remniued  &ilh' 
fully  at  ilieir  posiB,  and  discharged  zealously  ihe 
trust  couHded  to  tliera,  those  miseries  might  liavu 
been  easily  remedied,  if  not  entirely  prevented. 


CHAPTKB    IV. 


[HD4.J 

BS^MMEDIATELT  afler  the  return  of  Co- 
w'SihH  '"'"'^"^  ^"^'^  Cubn,  while  he  was  yet 
I^^^J  cu[ilirjed  to  his  bed  by  indisposition,  Iiei 
yras  gratified  by  n  vohmtary  vi^it  from  GuMan-< 
Bgori,  who  muiiirL-eted  the  grenfeat  conwrn  At  bis . 
illuesa,  fur  lie  appears  to  have  always  triilcrtaiited 
an  aSectionaie  reverence  for  the  admirAl.  Hb. 
again  spoke  with  tears  of  the  mafisncre  of  Fort, 
Nativity,  dwelling  on  the  exertious  lie  had  made, 
in  defense  of  the  Spaniards.  Ue  now  informed 
Columbus  of  the  secret  league  funning  among  the 
caciques  1  of  his.  opposition  to  it,  and  the  c 
sequent  persecution  he  had  snffi-retl  j  of 
murder  of  one  of  his  wives,  and  the  cnpture  of 
onolhur.  He  urged  the  Rdminil  to  be  on  hU 
guard  ag)tiji5t  the  designs  of  Caonabo,  and  ofFored 
to  lead  hi*  subjects  to  the  fluid,  lu  light  by  the, 
side  of  the  Spaniards,  as  well  nut  of  friendship 
for  them,  as  iu  rovenge  of  his  own  injuries.' 
Columbus  had  nlways  retained  a  deep  sense  of 
I  Herrera,  Hisl.  lad.,  deciid.  i.  lib.  ii.  rap.  IB. 
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Ihe  andent  kiadness  of  Guacanagitri,  and  whs 
rejoiced  to  have  all  siispiciou  of  Lis  good  faith  thiii 
cSectuulI;^  disptllL-d.  TLeir  former  nniii^ble  iu- 
tercouree  wna  renewed,  with  ihis  difference,  llmt 
tlie  iiiiiu  whom  Guacanagnri  had  oiicc  relieved 
niid  succored  ua  a  shipwrecked  stranger,  bitd  sud- 
denly become  the  arbiter  of  the  fate  of  liiiii.seli' 
aiul  all  hui  cuuiiirymi'ii. 

The  maimer  la  which  this  [>eacefiil  island  hud 
been  exagperaied  aiid  embruiled  by  the  lii-eniioua 
conduct  of  the  Europeans,  was  a  multei'  of  deep 
ooDcem  lo  Culumlius.  IJe  saw  all  his  plans  of 
deriving  iin  imniediale  revenue  lo  the  sovereigna 
completely  impeded.  To  rcsture  the  itijand  to 
tmuqiiillily  required  ekilirul  inaiiagement.  His 
ibrcee  were  but  amail,  and  the  owe  in  which  the 
natives  had  stood  of  the  white  men,  as  supcr- 
nnlum]  l>eings,  had  been  in  some  degree  dis- 
pelltxl.  He  was  too  ill  to  take  a  personal  share 
in  any  warlike  enterprise :  his  brother  Diego  was 
not  a  military  character,  and  Bartholomew  was 
yet  a  ttlrauger  aiiiotig  the  Spaniards,  and  regarded 
by  tlic  leadiug  men  with  jealousy.  Still  Colum- 
bus considered  the  threatened  combination  of  the 
GAciqncs  as  bat  itnperfcctly  formed ;  he  trusted  to 
their  wnnl  of  skill  and  vxperienc'e  in  warfare,  and 
Oonceived  that  by  prompt  measures,  by  proceeding 
iiidulail,  punishing  some,  conciliating  olliers.  and 
itDitiug  force,  gcuiltMietis,  and  stratagem,  he  might 
dispelling  the  ihreuitioud  storm. 

His  first  care  was  to  send  a  body  of  iinned  men 
M  the  relief  of  Fort  tlagdaleaa,  menaced  with 
deMrnction  by  Gualiguauu,  the    cacique  of  the 
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part  of  tlie  cacique,  to  insure  tranquillity  in  the 
important  region  of  the  Vega,  lie  onli-i-cd  a  fort- 
ress to  be  erected  in  the  niiibt  of  his  territories, 
which  he  oumed  Fort  Conoeption.  Tiie  easy 
cacique  agreed  <vithoul  besilation  lo  a  measure 
frBughl  with  ruin  to  himself,  and  future  slavery 
lo  his  subjects. 

The  inoHt  formidable  euenjy  remaiued  (o  be 
disposed  of — Caonabo.  His  lerritories  lay  in 
the  central  and  mountainous  parts  of  the  island, 
rendered  difficult  of  access  by  rugged  rocks,  en- 
tangled forests,  and  frequent  rivers.  To  roalte 
war  upon  this  subtle  and  ferocious  chieftain,  in 
the  depths  of  his  wild  woodlnud  territory,  and 
among  the  faslnesses  of  his  niounlain,  where,  at 
every  step,  (here  would  be  danger  of  ambush, 
would  be  a  work  of  lime,  peril,  and  uncertain  issue. 
In  [be  meanwhile  the  settlements  would  never  be 
secure  from  his  secret  and  daring  enterprises,  and 
the  working  of  the  mines  would  be  subject  to  fre- 
qucLil  interruption.  While  perplexed  on  this  sub- 
ject, Columbus  was  relieved  by  an  offer  of  Alonzo 
dc  Qjeda,  to  take  the  Carib  cliienain  by  stratagem, 
and  deliver  him  alive  into  his  hands.  The  pro- 
ject was  wild,  hazardous,  and  romantic,  cliaracter- 
islic  of  Ojedn,  who  was  fond  of  distinguishing  hjra- 
aelf  by  extravagant  exploits  and  feats  of  desperate 
bravery. 

Choosing  ten  bold  and  hardy  followers,  well 
armed  and  well  mounted,  and  invoking  the  pro- 
tection of  his  patroness  the  Virgin,  whose  image 
as  usual  he  bore  with  him  as  a  safeguard,  OJeda 
plunged  Into  the  ibreal,  and  made  bis  way  above 
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Mxtv  leflisof^  in«>  ^he  ^U  rerritoriea  of  Ginnabo» 
\vhom  <ie  round  in  one  '>t'  :i»  moac  poouiur  townm 
riie  -ifiniK  iinw  •nileti  \Lurnaiuu  ne&r  the  rown  at 
Sun  .liian.  AoDraae!un<r  the  '!aciQue  witk  :£real 
<iet4*.renf*e  im  \  ^overeu^  princcw  !ie  proteased  to 
•*onie  on  it  rnHmily  ^^mbasBy  "rnm  the  .-idmirau 
\Tim  'va8  rTiuuniqaino,  or  !aiet  ot  The  .Spunianii^. 
and  ^viin  :iiifi  -'em:  ^lini  in  invninabie  present. 

Ciionaix)  luui  'hed  <  Jjeda  in  iiactie.  he  had  wi£-> 
nesiMd  hu  iierv  prowess,  iind  liad  'Conceived  « 
wamor'^  :uiminuiim  ot  iiinu  Ybt  received  liim: 
with  %  'ietTTPe  or  -•nirairoua  'xrartesT.  if  -Hicti  a 
phnwft  'nav  ipniv  ro  rhe  -^avjuie  ^tate  und  mde 
!u).0Dit;Uitv  ot  i  ^viid  ^▼arrior  )t  cfae  rbresKi.  The 
iV«*.  tttartesfl  -ieoomneni,  r.he  zreat  persouai 
^frpn<rrti,  ind  riie  -^iirprisimr  iutdiry  md  iuiroiinesifr 
ot*  •  ifwi*  -n  ;iil  maniv  t*xerrise».  :uxd  in  the  iiise  oi 
lil  rcinrii)  ot'  ▼eapons.  -ivere  '!aicuiaced  ro  -ieiiichc  a 
^v;)ig;e.  imi  lie  ^oon  iiecame  ;i  i^rcat  ravorite  ^nth. 
Cnonalio. 

f'ijedik  now  iiaed  -ul  oLi  imluence  to  prev;ul 
iipnn  rliK  '^acinne  ro  rf^pHir  co  LMueilu.  tor  che 
pnrpni»ft  of  txiaians  .i  crttitv  -Titii  Loiambusv  ind 
h#(cnmin^  che  ^uly  ind  rhend  of  clie  Spjiniani^* 
It  i.^  ^^aiii  cimc  le  otft^^i  iim.  i^  :i  [ure.  che  beil 
of  dm  '*lmi>d  of  LsaueUu.  TtiL»  ijeil  ^rac^  itie 
\)roniier  'it'  riie  istiand.  When  die  Indian:^  hetirrl 
it  rint^H!^  lor  mii«^  <ind  beheld  die  Spiuiiarri& 
hiuteninti  toward  die  '^hapeL  ther  hna^inei  rhat 
it  raiked.  iind  :huL  'lie  Thice  men  obeyed  it.  Be- 
ganiin(T  with  sup*tnHitiuQ  ad  diin^  •.njnnected 
with  die  .Spanianitt.  they  io«»ked  upon  dii:»  beiL  its 
mnethtng  aapematuraL  and«  in  chetr  usual  phrase^ 
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said  it  Imd  eorne  from  '*  Turey,"  or  tlie  skies.  Cao- 
nabo  had  heard  (he  bell  at  a  distntice,  in  hia  prowl- 
ings  about  the  settlemenl,  and  liad  longed  to  »ec 
it;  but  when  it  wtia  proffered  In  hiiu  as  a  pres- 
ent of  peace,  he  found  it  impossible  to  resist  the 
temptation.  lie  iigrewl,  therefore,  to  set  out  for 
leabelln ;  but  when  the  time  came  to  depart,  Ojeda 
beheld  with  surprise  a  powerful  force  of  warriors 
assembled  and  I'eady  to  march.  He  asked  thu 
meaning  of  taking  such  an  army  on  a  mere 
friendly  visit ;  the  oicique  proudly  replied  that  it 
did  not  befit  a  great  priuce,  like  himself,  to  go  forth 
Bcaniily  attended.  OJeda  was  little  satisfied  with 
thia  reply ;  he  knew  the  warlike  character  of  Ca- 
ODabo,  and  his  deep  subtlety ;  he  feared  some  sin- 
ister design  ;  a  surprise  of  the  fortress  of  Isabella, 
or  an  attempt  upon  tlie  person  of  the  admirid. 
He  knew  also  that  it  was  the  wish  of  Columbus, 
either  to  make  peace  with  the  cacique,  or  lo  get 
possession  of  his  person  without  the  alternative  of 
open  warfare.  He  had  recourse  to  a  stratagem, 
theFefore,  which  had  an  air  of  fiible  and  romance, 
but  which  is  recorded  by  all  the  eon  temporary 
historians  with  trivial  variations,  and  which,  Lm 
Casas  assures  us.  was  in  current  circulation  in 
the  island  when  be  arrived  there,  about  six  years 
aiter  the  evciiL  It  accords  too  with  the  adven- 
turous and  extravagant  character  of  the  man,  and 
wilb  the  wild  stratagems  and  vaunting  esplolls 
inddent  lo  Indian  warfare. 

In  tlie  course  of  their  march,  having  baited 
near  the  Little  Yiigui,  a  considerable  branch  of 
the   Neyba,    Ojeda   one  day  produoed  a   sat  of 
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»  o(  pnlisfaed  steel,  ao  bighij  bnrabhed 
that  tliey  looked  like  ailver.  These  be  assured 
CHO')Hho  were  royal  omaiDenCa  which  had  enine 
fi-oni  heAven.  or  llje  Turej  of  Biscay  : '  that  thej 
were  worn  by  the  monarchs  of  Gaslile  on  solema 
dftncta.  and  other  high  festivities,  and  were  in- 
tendetl  as  presents  to  the  cadqoe.  He  propotied 
tliat  Caoiuibc  ibouli)  go  lo  the  river  and  bathe. 
After  which  be  sboulil  be  <leoor&te<l  with  tbeae 
oTTuunenia,  monnteil  on  the  horse  of  Ojeda,  and 
■boulil  return  in  the  stale  of  a  Spanish  monarch, 
(o  aaioiu*!!  ha*  aubjecls.  Tbe  caeitjiie  was  dazzled 
with  the  glitter  of  the  manacle^  and  Mattered  witU 
the  idea  of  bestriding-  one  of  those  Itemendous 
animals  so  dreaded  by  hia  coantrymen.  He  re- 
paired In  the  river,  and  baring  bathed,  was  m- 
ci«te<l  to  mount  behind  Qjeda,  and  the  shacklea 
were  adjoated.  Ojeda  made  severul  circuil»  to 
gttin  space,  followed  by  hia  little  band  of  hone- 
Rien,  the  Indiana  shrinking  back  from  the  pran- 
cing needs.  At  length  be  made  a  wide  sweep 
inio  the  forest,  iinlil  the  trees  concefded  him  Irom 
the  si^hl  of  the  artoj,  H»  followers  then  closed 
around  him.  and  drawing  their  awonU,  threatened 
Caonfibo  with  InatAnt  death  if  be  made  the  least 
noise  or  resislanre.  Binding  him  with  cords  to 
C^eda  lo  prevent  his  falling  or  eSecting  an  escape, 
thej  pat  spurs  lo  their  horses,  dashed  across  the 
river,  and  made  off  through  the  woods  with  their 
prizc.- 

I  Ttm  principal  iron  oanBlactcitM*  of  Sptin  in  etlablialud 
In  Bnrair,  whwn  lb*  ore  U  rooiiil  in  ibniuUnn- 
*  Thia  ftnuaiie  exfJrat  of  Cjola  k  recorded  at  lar^  by 
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Tliej'  liiul  tiow  fifty  or  sixty  lengues  of  wilder- 
neas  lo  trHveree  on  their  way  homewards,  with 
here  and  ihere  large  Indian  towiis.  They  had 
bome  off  their  captive  far  bejotid  the  pursuit  of 
big  subjects  ;  but  the  utmost  vigilance  was  requi- 
Nle  to  prevent  hie  escape  during  tin's  long  and 
toilgoroe  joiiri)ey,  and  to  avoid  exciting  the  hos- 
tilities of  any  eonfedemie  cacique.  They  had  to 
shun  the  populous  parts  of  the  country,  therefore, 
and  to  pass  through  the  Indian  towns  At  fiill 
gallop.  They  suifered  greatly  from  fatigue,  hun- 
ger, and  watchfulness  ;  eucountering  many  perils. 


fordin 
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the  plains,  toiling  through  the  deep  tangled  forests, 
and  clambering  over  the  high  and  rocky  mountains. 
They  accomplished  all  in  safety,  and  Ojoda  en- 
tered Isabella  in  triumph  from  this  moi«t  daring 
and  characteristic  enterprise,  with  his  wild  Indian 
bound  behind. 

Columbus  could  not  refrain  irom  expressing 
his  great  satisfaction  when  this  dangerous  foe  was 
delivered  into  his  hands.  The  haughty  Cnrib  met 
him  with  a  lofiy  aud  unsubdued  air,  disdaining  to 
ooncilinte  him  by  submission,  or  to  deprecate  his 
vengeance  for  the  blood  of  white  men  wliich  he 
had  shed.  He  never  bowed  his  spirit  to  captivity ; 
on  the  contrary,  though  completely  at  tlie  mercy 
of  the  Spnniurda,  he  displayed  that  boasting  defi- 


Lms  Ciisu;  by  hin  co 
by  Ftniindo  Piinn 
Munda  :  aiiil  by   Chi 


Heirera  (decid.  i.  lib.  ij.  cap.  16); 
hia  Virones  llluslru  del  Nueva 
is  in  hi«  IlUloiy  of  Si.  Domingo. 

'rting  its  romantic  detail;. 
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ance  whidt  is  a  part  of  Indian  heroism,  and  whicK 
the  savage  maintains  towards  his  tonnetiiors,  even 
(unidst  the  a^nies  of  the  G^got  aitd  the  »take. 
He  rauDted  his  achievement  in  furpri»iiig  and 
burning  the  fortress  of  NnlivitT.  and  ilaughtering 
its  garrison,  and  declared  that  he  had  teatetly 
rvCDDiKitUcd  Isabella,  with  au  inlerilioD  of  wreak- 
ing upon  it  ihe  same  di-uiUlion. 

Colvmbas,  though  »tmc^  with  the  hetaism  of 
the  chieftain,  ooosidered  hini  a  dangerous  enemy, 
whom,  for  the  peace  of  the  i^Und,  it  was  advis- 
able to  Bend  to  Spain  ;  in  the  meantime  he  or- 
dered that  he  should  be  treateil  with  kindness  and 
respect,  and  Lodged  him  in  a  part  of  his  own 
dwelling,  where,  however,  he  kept  him  a  prisoner 
in  chaiiLS.  This  precaution  must  have  been  neces- 
gary,  from  the  iiiseciiriiy  of  his  prison  j  tor  Las 
Cnsas  observes  that  the  admiral's  honse  not  being 
opacious,  nor  having  many  chambers,  the  passen 
by  in  the  street  conld  see  the  captive  cbieflain 
&om  the  portal.' 

Caanabo  always  mainlaiDed  a  haughty  deport- 
ment towards  Columbus,  while  he  never  evinced 
the  least  animosity  against  C^eda.  He  r&ther 
odnured  the  latter  as  a  consummate  warriur. 
having  pounced  upon  him.  aud  borne  him  off 
(bit  hawk-tike  manner,  from  the  very  midst  of  hia 
fighting-men. 

When  ColumboB  entered  the  apartment  where 
CaotMbo  w«B  onn&ied.  all  present  rose,  aeronling 
la  cnslon.  and  paid  him  reverence  ;  the  cni-itine 
alone  neither  mwed  dot  took  any  notice  of  him. 

t  Lu  Caaa,  EIuL  ImL.  lib.  L  eap.  10-2. 
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On  (lie  contrary,  when  (^edn  entered,  ihoDgb 
in  person  and  wiibout  external  state.  C>u>- 
rose  and  saluted  with  hini  pnifound  reaped. 
On  being  asked  ibe  reason  of  ibis,  Colunibua  belug 
GmuniquioB,  or  great  chief  over  all,  and  Ojeda 
bat  one  of  his  subjecli",  the  proud  Carib  replied, 
that  tbe  ndmirnl  had  nerer  dared  lo  come  per- 
«oDally  to  his  house  aiid  seize  him ;  il  wa«  only 
throogb  tbe  thIot  of  Ojeda  he  ivas  his  priMner  ; 
to  Ojeda,  tberefore,  he  owtd  reverence,  not  to  the 
admiraL' 

Tbe  captivity  of  Cannabo  was  deeply  felt  by 
his  eubjecis,  for  the  natives  of  (hut  island  eeein 
geueraQy  lo  hare  been  extremely  loyal,  and 
sinMigly  attached  to  their  ou^iqiies.  One  of  the 
brotbera  of  Caonabo,  a  warriuT  of  great  ooorage 
and  address  and  very  popular  antoi^  the  Indiana, 
asMinbled  an  amy  of  more  than  eeven  ibonsand 
men,  and  led  them  secretly  to  the  ueigliborbood 
of  St.  Thomas,  where  Ojeda  was  again  in  coto- 
mand.  His  intention  vas  to  surprise  a  number 
of  Spaniards,  in  hopes  of  obtaining  his  hrotber  in 
exchange  for  them.  Ojeda,  as  osoal.  had  oatioe 
of  the  design,  bat  wai  not  lo  be  again  thai  tip  in 
his  fortress.  Having  been  R'iulMved  by  a  deladi- 
meat  sent  by  tbe  Adelantado,  be  kA  a  raffioent 
fcm  in  garrisoo,  and  with  the  Koainder,  and  liis 
liltle  tro^  of  bone,  aet  off  boldly  lo  neel  Uic 
mnp».  The  bratber  of  CanMbot  when  be  taw 
tbe  Spaniaidt  appnatdiiii^  (bowed  aome  nilitaij 
akin,  ifepMJng  ilia  amy  in  fi«c  ttlaliott*.  The 
iMpgftKHM  attack  of  Gjeda.   bawevcr,    with   hia 
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faandful  of  hoTEemcii,  threw  llie  India 
iiitn  luddcii  |>iiiiic.  At  iLe  furious  oiu>ei  of  these 
sU^l-ctud  beitigx,  wieldlog  tlieir  flsshiDg  weapons, 
aud  bevtriiliug  what  appeared  to  be  ferocions 
bcHStfl  of  pi«y,  they  ihivn  down  iheir  weapons 
nud  took  to  flight :  maiij  were  alain,  more  were 
taken  prisoners,  and  among  the  latter  was  the 
brother  of  Citonabo,  bravely  Qghtii^  in  a  rigiil- 
eouB  yet  ilespemlu  caiwe.' 


*iMBp» 


CHAPTER    T. 


1HE  ookiaT  ira£  siill  suflerin;  freadr 
frocD  irant  of  prarifion^  ;  tbe  Earopcao 
^od  *rtt3  nearlT  exhaofted.  aai  fiidi 
was  ibc  kUeitev  and  improvideDoe  of  ibe  oolotuss. 
or  tbe  CDofunoD  inta  «hicli  tbey  had  been  ttmnm 
br  the  hoslilhie^  of  the  oaiixis ;  or  mdi  was  their 
exda^ire  eagemes  after  the  preeiofts  melals.  that 
ihey  t«eiD  to  have  Deflected  tbe  tme  wealth  of 
ibe  inland,  it^  quK^  aod  productive  a>iL  and  va 
have  Leeu  in  coii$iaiil  flangcr  of  &iiiiae.  tfaoagfa 
in  tbe  miiist  of  fernliiT, 

At  )ei^:th  tber  were  relieved  br  the  arrival  of 
four  frhip^  commaiMlfd  br  Antooio  Torna.  which 
liTougUt  ao  ample  fopplv  a(  fmtifioai.  Tbeie 
were  al^o  a  p-bv^ian  and  an  apoilwcary.  wboee 
«JJ  wa*  eiealJv  nee-kd  in  tbe  sletlr  Malt  of  tbe 
ci:4':)iii :  bat  above  alL  lber«  wtre  mtcbsniCK.  miU- 
t.-i,  fcLtruK-o.  g»rJcneni.  and  LtrfiandEoeii  —  the 
trot  kind  oi"  poptilaii<m  for  a  coIodt. 

ToiTis  brought  lelien  from  tbe  fovereigB* 
(dated  XugaA  IG,  U34>,  at  tbe  most  gTad^ring 
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kiiiil,  expressing  ihe  highest  BuiisfncEion  at  the  ro 
ciiiinta  sunt  home  by  the  admiral,  ntid  acknowledg- 
ing Uiiil  overytliing  in  tlie  course  of  his  discoveries 
bad  lunjed  out  a»  he  bad  predicted.  Tb«y  erioceil 
the  liveliest  iiiierest  in  the  affaire  of  the  colony, 
wid  a  desire  of  receiving  frequent  intelligence  as 
to  bis  siliution,  proposing  ihnt  a  caravel  should 
Mil  each  month  rrom  Isabella  and  Sptiin.  They 
informed  bim  that  all  differences  wiib  Portugal 
were  amicably  adjusted,  and  acquainted  him  wilh 
tbo  conventional  agreement  niib  that  power  rela- 
tive to  a  geographicfll  line,  separating  their  newly- 
disoovered  possessions ;  requesting  him  to  reelect 
this  agreement  in  the  course  of  his  discoveries. 
As  in  adjusting  the  arrangement  with  Portngal, 
ami  ia  dmwing  the  proposed  line,  it  was  impor- 
tant to  have  the  best  advice,  the  sovereigns  re~ 
quested  Q>Iumbud  to  return  and  be  present  at  the 
cviiveiilion ;  or.  iu  case  that  should  be  inconve- 
ment,  to  aeud  bis  brothi^r  Bartholomew,  or  any 
i>tb«r  person  whom  be  should  consider  fully  com- 
petent, furnished  with  such  maps,  charts,  and  de- 
signs, m  might  be  of  service  in  the  negotiatioa.^ 

There  was  another  letter  addressed  generally  to 
the  inhabitauts  of  the  i-olony,  and  all  who  should 
proceed  on  voyages  of  discovery,  commanding  them 
1o  obey  Columbus  as  impliratly  as  th*y  would  the 
aovereigns  thenb<eWe3,  under  pain  of  tbeir  hi^ 
displeasure,  and  a  fine  of  ten  thousand  maravfr- 
dies,  for  each  otfense. 

Sueh  WHS  the  well-merited  conlidence  reposed 
at,  ifaia  moment  by  the  Mvereigus  in  Colnmbus, 

1  Hincr*,  JctBil.  L  lib.  ii.  ciii,  IT. 
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bat  nbich  was  soon  to  be  bliglitcd  bj  ibe  inMdl- 
cna  tvpurta  of  wortlilcds  meix.  He  wu  klrtwl/ 
aware  of  the  (»iii{jIiuiiU  and  iniarepnKBlaltatw 
wlii^  iiad  be«a  mtM  borne  from  tbe  ookmy,  ami 
wbidi  would  be  tatareei  bjr  MarguiU!  md  Friitf 
Bojle.  ils  was  awan  lint  Im  aumiiag  ki  Bpah 
mu  of  thai  ■MCrtaia  Und  wUdi  s  itrtwyir 
alraya  potwei  in  the  auviee  of  a  bn«^  turn- 
iTf,  wbm  be  hM  oo  fticndr  iwr  cwitctkuM  to 
sopport  Um,  and  where  oca  Im  rotj  nerilt  i>r 
CKaee  ibe  iifcuiitM  of  ctirjr  10  qms  Ua  -ArvA. 
Ok  eSvu  Id  fsmou  tbc  weriuNg  t/  ibe  ana^ 
•ad  i«  exploK  iIk  mown  «f  dw  Maad.  iM« 

"  '|'"j-'      -•  '11     llf  M^l^l  Mid 

Ac  dboidetlr  life  «( Ike  SfMiav^  ja  cMmI, /« 

be  III  uleiilil  ibM  tbe  e«t?  ««ai  aladi  liay 

UdfndMad  wa^bei" 

■bewaatoTp 
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<W  of  bie  iuMnais  at  court  At  ihe  wwie  time, 
Jbc  «xertrd  iuiiuwJf  iv  tbc  utuoat  to  ntud  br  tiie 
•iiipa  enluifactorf  pruuEt  uf  tbt:  miliw  uf  his  di»- 
oomries.  He  remiitod  \^  them  itll  the  gold  thut 
be  (Muld  culled,  witli  eputimt-ne  of  Mlier  meuls, 
nud  or  vai-iuiu  Truite  ukI  vnliuUe  {>lantA,  wliidi  be 
hoA  collucted  villuir  jti  Ili'pHiiiulu  ur  iu  (lie  couree 
uf  bis  voyage.  In  lii«  cn^erucM  to  procure  in- 
tnisilialo  pmfll,  and  to  iii<ti'lniiif/  tlie  sovereigns  for 
tbuM)  uxpvnstM  which  liurt;  baril  upon  ihe  royal 
tntnaury,  lie  eont,  likowiau,  ubout  live  hundred  lu- 
diui  iirisonurs,  who,  tie  BuRgvsled.  uiighl  he  sold 
■u  dluvca  si  Kovi|lL% 

It  i>  piiinlul  In  Hnd  the  brillinDt  renown  of  Co- 
lumbus sulliisl  \\y  Ml  fun!  It  Btnin.  Tlie  customs 
uf  Ibt)  liinva,  huwei-cr,  muiil  bo  picnded  in  bis 
•polc^iy-  Tlw  preofileul  hml  been  gi*eu  long  be- 
foiv.  b,T  boih  Spuiiarda  aiKl  I^utuguew,  ia  their 
Afriotu  liiKovt^^weL,  wbereiu  ibe  traffic  in  sUn* 
kftJ  ronnpd  cae  uT  tbe  gmtiru  nntcw  v 
Id  Imh,  Uto  |>fw!tic«  b«d  b 
Cbnrck  iUelC  wwl  tk«  bm 


tt\a  ^ut  ibeb-  can  to  tbe  Irub*  of  Cbrwriauay. 

ftir  objects  «f  war  a»d  mfiuw.  of  « 

•1R1I.C7.     If  CWtunbus  immM  • 

twinu  of  ibia  ducuine,  be  bad  it  ii 

of  KenliuuKl  binwel^  in  be  h(s  « 

Meim  of  tinnada,  in  wbidi  be  ImI  alw 

swrroutMlixi  bjr  a  livwiI  uT  ){bMtl* 

bad  yp^KSKA  to  <k>  evanoiiiug  l«r  Um  glor^  ani 

MltoikcenHMkt  of  lira  &iib.     In  tin*  buly   war,  as 

il  MM  UmMd,  it  waa 
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uiTOu'ls  inio  llie  Mooriah  lerrilorics  and  ciiny 
off  eeffUgadai,  not  merely  of  Hocks  and  herds,  but 
of  buRiao  beiiiga,  and  those  not  warriors  Uikea 
with  weapoiiii  in  their  huods,  but  qniet  vUlngera, 
laboring  penssiitrj.  BDd  lielpless  women  niid  uhil- 
dren.  The»e  were  carried  to  the  mart  Ht  Seville, 
or  t©  otlier  populous  lowna,  and  sold  into  slavery. 
The  capture  of  Malaga  was  a  memomble  instance, 
where,  as  a  punishment  for  an  obstitinte  and 
brave  defense,  wliicb  should  have  excited  admira- 
lion  nitlier  than  revenge,  eleven  thousand  people 
of  both  sexes,  and  of  all  ranks  and  ages,  many 
of  them  highly  cultivated  and  delicately  reared, 
were  aaddeoly  torn  from  their  homes,  severed 
from  eB<di  other,  and  swept  uiio  meuinl  slavery, 
eren  though  half  of  their  ransoms  had  been  paid. 
These  circumstances  are  not  advanced  to  vindi- 
cate, but  to  palliate  the  conduct  of  Caluinhus. 
He  acted  but  in  couformity  to  the  cusloms  of  the 
liines,  Mud  was  sanctioned  by  the  exiimple  of  the 
sovereign  under  whom  he  served.  Las  Civsus.  the 
lealous  and  enthusiastic  advocate  of  (he  Indians, 
who  sutTers  no  opportunity  to  escape  him  of 
excUiming  in  vehement  termg  against  their  sla- 
very, Hpctiks  with  indulgence  of  Columbus  on  this 
bend.  If  tliuse  pious  and  learned  men.  he  ob- 
ivbom  the  sovereigns  look  for  guides  and 
inatraclors,  were  so  ignorant  of  the  injustice  of 
this  practice,  it  is  no  wonder  that  the  unleliered 
Bdmirol  should  not  be  conscious  of  its  impropri- 
ety.' 

1  Las  Cut),  Hill.  laJ.,  loin.  i.  cap.  123,  US. 
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BOX  WITHSTANDING  the  defeat  of  dw 
linns  bj    Ojeda,  Ihtj   Blill    retained 

I  buBtile  iuteuiiDDS  against  the  SpanZanb. 

The  iitnt  of  their  cadqne  btiog  a  prisoner,  and 
in  chaiiui,  enraged  the  natives  of  MagDaoa ;  and 
tbe  general  svmpathj  masife^ted  by  uclier  iHbes 
of  the  inland  choirs  how  widely  that  inteUigent 
Mrage  bad  extended  his  inllueac«.  and  how 
fveallj  be  was  admired-  He  bad  still  (Mrdve  and 
powcrfnl  relauves  remainios  to  attempt  bis  rescae 
or  revenge  his  &1L  One  of  bis  brothers.  Uanica- 
olex  bv  muoe.  a  Cartb,  bold  ami  warlike  as  him- 
geUl  snceeeded  to  the  away  aver  his  subjects  His 
favorite  wife  also,  Anacwma,  so  Gunons  for  bar 
cfaarma,  bad  great  indnence  over  her  brother 
Bebechio,  cacique  of  the  papulous  province  of 
XnngnsL  Through  these  means  a  violent  and 
general  hostility  lu  ibe  Spaniards  was  excited 
Ihroaghoat  the  island,  and  the  ibrmidable  leagne 
af  the  caciqBes,  which  Cuooabo  had  in  vain  al- 
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leDipt«d  lo  atcompliah  when  aX  lat^c.  wu£  prodaced 
b^  liis  captivity.  Guacanagari,  the  cacique  of 
Marien,  nlcme  remained  friendlj  to  the  Spaniards, 
giving  them  timelj'  informatiou  i>r  the  gatheriag 
storm,  nud  ofiering  lo  lake  the  field  with  them  as 
a  faithrul  ally. 

The  protracted  illoeas  of  Columbus,  the  scan- 
Cness  of  his  military  force,  and  the  wretched  state 
ol  the  coloEiidts  iu  geueral,  reduced  by  Bicknese 
aid  scarcity  to  great  bodily  weakness,  had  liitherto 
■ndiced  him  to  try  erery  means  of  ooDcilalioD  and 
etra'jigeiti  to  avert  and  dis^lve  the  ooufederacy. 
He  bad  at  length  recovered  his  health,  and  bis 
foUoners  were  in  some  degree  refreshed  and  in- 
vigorhttid  by  the  snpplies  brought  by  the  ships. 
At  ihii  lime,  he  received  intelligence  ibal  the 
allied  caciques  were  actoally  Mcembled  in  grent 
&roe  in  the  Vega,  witliin  two  days'  raarcfa  of  Is- 
abella, nith  on  iulcution  of  nuking  a  geueral  as- 
nalt  up*n  the  setdement,  and  overwhelming  it  by 
nnmbera.  Colambiis  icsolved  to  take  the  field  at 
once,  and  to  carry  the  war  into  the  territories  of 
the  euemj,  mther  than  suffer  ti  to  be  bit>ughi  to 
lo  his  OWE  door. 

7^  whole  sound  and  effective  force  that  Lu 
could  mueter,  in  the  present  infirm  state  of  the 
mkmy.  did  not  exceed  two  hnndred  iufaulry  aiid 
twoBly  borer.  They  were  armed  with  eross-bows, 
vworis,  laneea,  and  c^ingnrdas.  or  heavy  arque- 
hraes,  which  in  those  days  were  uEied  with  rests, 
■ad  MKuetimeB  mouuled  on  wheels.  With  these 
lorandable  we^ioiis.  a  handful  of  European  war- 
rion,  cased  in  ateel  and  covered  with  bucklen. 


g^B  AifO    VQTA'ISB-  af 


t0m,    Tlmy  luui  mit' 


XIm  MiMiral  iTM  MffMfMMed  B  ite  « 
t^  hi*  brother  Banhohwew,  wboee  ( 
■U  ha  Mmght  go  all  cetaakmA,  and  «Iki  tntl  ant 
nwnljr  K'***  ptnoami  (one  and  ntukontcd  ooor- 
ag*>  txil  *l*o  •  deddwU;  miliUi7  mra  of  mind. 
OuMMHWgmri  abo  bron^t  hU  g)eopie  iaio  the 
lie  III :  iioillior  be  nor  bia  lubjects,  however,  were 
III'  a  warlike  cbaraccer,  nor  calculate<l  to  render 
iiiuuh  aHutMUOH.  Tba  vbiel'  ailrantnge  tf  bis  n>- 
t>|Miraliou  wo*,  (hal  it  uomplvlelj  severed  him  trvna 
lliii  utUwr  a>vH|ii«!i.  aihI  iiisiired  llie  di)>eDileuce 
iti'  bliuMll'  uuil  bis  (ubjecta  upon  tbe  SpAuiards. 
Ill  lltv  |ir«M>ut  infiuit  stule  of  Ibe  colony  its  chief 
MWiirity  iIh^viuIikI  upon  jvulouBJeii  and  iliesensioDS 
MWH  MuioiiK  )ht.>  tiHtivo  powers  of  the  island. 

l>ulhv  ^Tili  ul'  March,  liUS,  Columbus  issued 
Itwib  Cnua  I'UilM'Ua  with  his  lictle  array,  and  ad- 
VMiNil  by  uiarotuNt  of  t«it  hnguM  a  day  in  quest 
u(  th»  vueiny.  U«  aMwmbnl  ngaiu  lo  the  momi- 
taiit  MM  wf  th«  Lavuliera.  whooce  he  had  first 
hMkiM  ^wo  upuii  Um  Vn^  Vilih  wlutt  ^iffisuil 
|t  tbit  Im  buw  iMUtwiMphM  iL    Tho  vile  {ms- 
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Bi'ons  of  the  white  men  lind  alreaily  ronverteil 
this  smiling,  beautiful,  riicI  once  peaceful  luid  hiM- 
pitable  region,  into  &  Innil  of  wrfttli  ntid  tioHiilily. 
Wherever  ihe  Biaoke  of  itn  liitlina  town  rose  from 
uoumg  the  trees,  it  marked  a  horde  of  exasperated 
eue(ni««,  atui  ilie  deep  rich  forests  behin  him 
ewnrmed  with  lurking  warriors.  In  tlie  puHure 
which  hia  imagination  bad  drawn  of  the  peocijfnl 
and  inofTcngive  nature  of  this  people,  he  had  flitt- 
lered  hinwelf  with  the  idea  of  ruling  over  them 
as  a  patron  and  beneftictor,  hut  now  he  found  him- 
self compellod  to  asaume  tlie  odiotu  diaractcr  of 

llie  ludiuiB  had  notice,  \ij  their  Koala,  of  hii 
approftL-li,  but  iliough  tbej  haj  ulreadj  had  Mine 
Blight  ezperienoe  of  ilie  warfiire  of  tlu  while  men, 
■bey  were  mnfident  from  the  raiH  tuperioritjr  of 
their  iianbere,  whidi,  it  t!  eaid,  amonntM  bi  oims 
bnndrvd  thuoannd  nwa.'  Thi*  w  protxJiIy  ma  ex- 
nggenUiou :  aa  Indiana  never  draw  out  into  tbe 
open,  Aeld  in  order  of  battle,  but  lurk  annng  tlie 
fiiteMs,  il  is  dilficalt  to  ascertaiii  ibeir  tueas,  and 
tbcir  rapid  moi'emeati  aitd  stiddarn  laUiee  and  r»- 
IicMs  from  Tarioua  pertt.  togifdier  with  tbe  wild 
■baals  and  lella  from  oppoaite  qoarlen  of  ibe 
waedhnda,  ara  calealated  to  j^re  an  exaggerated 
ides  of  tfaeir  onmber.  Tbe  anijr  tuiat,  liowerw, 
Ihvc  bees  gicat,  aa  it  eotMi»tad  of  ibe  eomfcined 
CnvHof  wvenl  ^rigaeaof  Una  popolon*  talasd. 
b  WW  oofnmandBd  ij  UannaMvx.  ibe  brotbar 
rf  C^cMwbo.    IW  lofiaML  wbe  wm  Etile  .UtM 
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di  nniple  made  of  ascerUtiniDg  imd  de- 
g  the  foroe  of  ad  enemj,  \>j  CDUDliug  out  a 
gnia  oS  maize  or  Indian  com  for  every  warrior, 
Wlien.  tiier^fure.  ihe  spies,  who  had  watched  Irom 
rocks  Olid  thickets  itie  mnrch  of  Columbus,  otme 
back  with  H  mere  handful  of  mm  as  the  amount 
uf  liis  nrniy,  the  cactqiie^  scoffed  at  the  idea  of  so 
BCHUtjr  n  numtx^r  making  bead  ngaioat  ibeir  ooaat- 
leu  multitude.' 

Columbus  drew  new  to  the  enemy  about  the 
place  where  Ibe  toirn  of  St.  Jogn  has  since  been 
built.  The  ludiNn  iirniy.  under  Slauicaolex,  was 
poMed  on  H  plain  inlenperaed  with  dusters  of  tbr- 
cst-tTMis,  now  known  as  tbo  Savanna  of  Matanza. 
Having  aacerlained  the  great  force  of  the  enemy, 
Don  Bartholomew  iidvised  thai  their  Utile  army 
ahoultl  lie  divided  into  detBchtnenlg,  and  should 
attack  the  Indians  nt  the  same  moment  (rom 
several  quarters:  this  plan  was  adopted,  nie 
ioftLiilry,  separating  into  different  bodies,  advanced 
suddenly  from  various  directions  nith  great  din 
of  drums  and  trumpets,  and  a  destructive  dis- 
chargo  of  fire^irms  from  the  covert  of  the  trees. 
The  Indians  were  thrown  into  complete  confusion. 
Xn  army  seemed  pressing  upon  them  from  every 
t(narlcr,  their  fellow- warrior?  to  be  laid  low  with 
thunder  ami  lightning  fnim  the  forests.  While 
driven  together  and  eonfoonded  by  these  attach 
AkikEO  de  Ojeda  charged  their  main  body  impet- 
uously with  his  troop  of  cavalry,  cutting  his  way 
with  lance  and  Mbr&  The  horses  bore  down  the 
tettified  Indians,  while  their  riders    dealt    ibeir 
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blowB  on  all  Bulee  unopposed.  Tlie  blooUliouiids 
at  the  same  lime  rushed  upon  tlie  naked  MLVajjus, 
seizing  them  by  the  throat,  ditiggin);  tlicm  to  the 
earth,  aud  tearing  out  their  bowels.  The  Iiidinns, 
nmiccuslotned  to  largo  mid  fierec  qiiudnipeild  of 
iui;  kind,  were  struck  with  liorror  whim  aaaail«d  by 
these  ferocious  animals.  Tbey  ibotighl  the  bones 
equally  fierce  and  devouring.  The  cnnlest,  if 
such  il  might  ha  called,  was  of  short  diirution. 

The  Itidiatis  fle<l  in  every  direction,  with  yolls 
and  howlings;  some  clambered  to  tliu  lop  of 
rocks  and  predpice^i  whence  they  made  piteous 
supplications,  and  offers  of  complete  submission ; 
many  were  killed,  many  made  prisoners  miH  the 
confederacy  was,  for  the  lime,  completely  broken 
up  and  dispersed. 

Guacanagari  biid  HCtvmpanied  the  Spaniards 
into  the  field  according  to  bis  promise,  but  be 
was  little  more  than  tpectator  of  this  bottle,  or 
ntlier  rout.  He  nas  not  of  a  martial  spirit,  and 
both  he  and  his  subjects  must  hare  shrunk  with 
awe  at  this  GDusoai  and  terrific  burst  of  vntr,  even 
though  on  the  part  of  their  allies.  His  pMrticipa- 
tion  in  the  boetilities  of  the  white  men  was  never 
forgiven  by  the  other  cadques,  aud  be  returiMid 
to  hit  dominions,  folkured  by  the  hatrvd  and  ex- 
eaMkaK  of  all  the  islanden. 


CUAI'TEB    VII. 

BDBJCQATION  Of  TUX  KATIVBii^lUPOSlTIO.'a  Or  TRIB- 


JOI.rSlBUS  followed  up  liis  viilorj  by 
iitikiii}(  a  mililiirv  lour  through  vitrious 
)itrl4  of  the  island,  luiil  reduciug  them 
to  nU'dJciii'i'.  Tlie  natives  miide  occnsionai  nt- 
If^mpls  III  opijosiiion,  but  were  easily  checked. 
Ojedti'i  troop  of  cavalry  was  of  great  effioacy 
from  llie  nipidily  of  ila  movements,  the  active  in- 
Uvpidily  of  its  commander,  and  the  terror  inspired 
by  the  hoi'ses.  There  was  no  service  ton  wild 
and  ImsEunlous  fur  Ojedft.  If  atiy  appearance  of 
war  ATOM  in  a  distant  part  of  ilie  country,  be 
would  penetrate  with  his  little  squadron  of  cav- 
alry tlirougli  the  depths  of  the  fore^L'',  and  fall 
like  H  ihunderholt  upon  ilie  enemy,  disconcerting 
all  their  combinations  and  enforoing  implicit  sub- 

The  Royal  Vegn  was  Mion  brought  into  sub- 
jection. Being  an  immense  plain,  perfeclly 
level,  it  was  easily  overrun  by  the  horsemen, 
whose  appearance  overawed  the  most  populous 
villages.     Giiarioneic,  ile  sovereign  cacique,  was 
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of  a.  mild  itnd  placable  cliarnct«r,  and  thougli  lie 
had  been  roused  U>  war  by  tlie  instigation  of  the 
neighboring  cbieflaiiia,  he  readily  submitted  to  the 
domintilioD  of  tbe  SpniJardB.  Manicuotex,  the 
brother  of  Cnotmbo,  was  also  obliged  to  sue  fur 
peace;  and  being  ihe  prime  mover  of  tbe  con- 
fedemc}',  the  oilier  cttciqucs  followed  his  example. 
Behechio  alone,  tbe  cacique  of  Xaragtia,  and 
brother- in-law  of  Cnonabo,  tnade  no  overtures  of 
submisHion.  His  territories  lay  remote  fram 
Isabella,  at  the  western  extremity  of  tbe  islatid, 

iu[id  the  deep  lay  called  the  Bight  of  Leogan, 
aud  the  lotig  peninsula  called  Cape  Tiburon, 
They  were  difficult  of  access,  and  had  not  a£  yet 
isited  by  the  while  men.  He  retired  into 
Km  domains,  taking  with  him  his  sisler.  the 
beautiful  AoHcaoua,  wife  of  Caonabo,  whom  he 
cherished  with  fraternal  affeulion  under  her  mia- 
fortuiics,  who  Boon  acquired  almost  equal  sway 
over  his  subjecte  with  himnelf,  and  was  destined 
subsequently  to  make  some  figure  in  the  events 
of  the  island. 

Haviug  been  forced  to  lake  the  Held  by  the 
confederacy  of  the  caciques,  Columbus  now  as- 
serted the  right  of  a  conqueror,  and  considered 
how  lie  might  turu  his  conquest  to  most  profit. 
Hia  constant  anxiety  was  to  make  wealthy 
returns  to  Spain,  for  the  purpose  of  indemnifying 
s  for  their  great  expenses ;  of  meet- 
ing the  public  expectations,  so  extravagantly  ex- 
cited; aiid  above  all,  of  silencing  the  ciiliimniea 
of  those  who  had  gone  home  determined  to  make 
the  most  discouragiug  representations  of  his  dis- 
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coveriea.  Ua  endeavored,  therefore,  lo  misc  « 
Inri^  and  immediiUe  revenue,  lij  imposing  heavy 
irihiilefl  in  the  subjected  provin(«ti.  Id  tiio»e  of 
the  Vt'gn,  Cibno,  and  nil  the  region  of  the  miues. 
em'h  iudividtial  nbove  the  nge  of  fourteen  years 
WM  require*!  lo  pny.  every  three  months,  the 
meiuiiire  of  a  Flemish  hawkVbell  of  gold  dost.' 
The  caciques  had  to  pay  a  mudi  larger  amouDt 
fur  their  permnol  tribute.  IiIaDicaoIex,  the 
brother  of  Cnonabo.  was  obliged  indiridunlly  lo 
render  in,  every  three  months  half  n  calabaah  of 
gold,  amounliDg  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  pesos. 
Iti  those  districts  which  were  distant  from  the 
mines,  nnd  produced  oo  gold,  each  individual  was 
required  to  furniBh  an  arroba  (twenty-five  poonds) 
of  cotton  every  three  months.  E^ch  Indian,  on 
rendering  this  tribute,  received  a  copper  medtd 
AH  a  certificate  of  payment,  which  he  was  Co  wear 
suspended  roiiTid  his  neck:  those  who  were  found 
without  sudi  documents  were  liable  lo  arrest  and 
piiniBlinieni. 

The  taxes  and  tributes  thus  imposed,  bore  hai:d 
npon  the  spirit  of  the  natives,  Bccustomed  lo  be 
but  lightly  tusked  by  their  caciques;  and  the 
caciques  ihemselves  found  the  exactions  intoler^ 
ably  grievous.  GuiiHonex,  the  sovereign  of  the 
Royal  Vega,  represented  to  Columbus  the  diffl- 

1  A  biwkVlwlt,  iccoHing  In  Lus  C'asu  ( Hut.  Ind.,  Ifb.  L 
cap.  IDS),  coDtuDi  akiaai  Ihrn  cuicllann  yortb  of  guld  diut, 
equal  to  flvn  dollars,  and  tn  utimaliDg  th«  ouperior  valne  of 
golil  in  lltose  dare,  oqidTaleat  to  tiUcen  dollars  of  our  time, 
A  r|uanlity  of  gold  wortli  one  himdred  aiiil  fit);  cvluUauris, 
vat  equivalent  to  Rven  hundred  and  iiiiiety-eig)>l  dullan  nf 
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cultj  he  had  in  compljiiig  with  the  lermx  of  bis 
tribute.  His  richly  Ttrtile  plain  yleliled  tio  gold ; 
and  though  llic  mountiiiuB  on  his  borders  conmiaed 
mines,  and  their  brooks  and  lorreuiH  wRsbed  down 
gold  dust  iulo  llie  f>itnds  of  the  rivers,  yet  bia 
EUbjecIf  were  not  skilled  in  the  art  oC  collecting 
it.  He  proHeivd,  therefore,  instead  of  the  iribuie 
required,  to  cultivate  with  grain  a  band  of  coutili-y 
stretching  across  the  island  fram  sea  to  sen,  enongh, 
sctjs  Las  CitaoA,  to  have  furni!*hed  nit  Castile  with 
bread  for  ten  years.' 

His  offer  was  rejected.  Columbus  knew  ibat 
gold  alone  would  satisfy  the  avaricious  dreams 
csciled  ill  Spain,  and  insure  ibe  popularity  and 
sncpess  of  his  enterprises.  Seeing,  however,  ibc 
difBcuIly  that  many  of  the  Indians  liad  in  furnish- 
ing the  amount  of  gold  duEt  required,  be  lowered 
the  demand  to  the  measure  of  one  half  of  a 
hawk's- be  1 1. 

To  enforce  the  payment  of  these  tributes,  and 
to  maintain  ibe  subjeetion  of  the  island,  Columbus 
put  the  fortress  already  built  m  a  strong  state  of 
defense,  and  erected  others.  Beside  tliose  of 
Isabella,  and  of  Sl  Thomas,  in  the  niounlaias  of 
Cibao,  there  were  now  the  fortress  of  Magdalena, 
ID  the  Royal  Vega,  near  (he  Nte  of  the  old  town 
of  Santiago,  on  the  river  Jalaqua,  two  leagues 
from  the  place  where  the  new  town  was  afler- 
nards  built ;  another  called  Santa  Calaliaa,  the 
site  of  which  is  ttear  the  Eslencta  Yaqui ;  another 
called  Esperanza,  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Yaqui, 
facing  the  outlet  of  the  mountain  pans  La  Puerta 
'  Lu  Cnsu,  Hist.  Ind.,  lib.  i.  up.  I0&. 


no 


i.im  asd  votages  of 


ilu  lo«  HMalgos,  MOW  the  pnra  of  HHmey;  bal 
ihu  mimt  iiti|HirtmiI  of  those  recently  eruMed,  whs 
Furl  Ciiiioujitiou,  in  uno  o(  the  mo^t  fruitfal  mid 
boHUtiful  ptLiis  of  tho  Vugfi,  about  fificeu  leagues 
to  tlio  cuHt  of  Espcranzn,  controlling  tlie  cxtciiBiTe 
nnd  |)i}|iiiluus  doimuiis  of  Gunrionex.' 

In  tliii  wtiy  wiis  llje  yoke  of  servitude  fixed 
U|xiii  llid  inliuii],  nnd  ils  tlirallUom  eB'ectually  ii*- 
iuroil.  Dvep  despair  now  full  upon  tim  naltvcs 
wlicii  they  found  a  jwrpctnal  task  inflicted  npon 
thorn,  onforcod  nt  stntud  and  frequently  recarritig 
poriodi.  Wuikk  Hud  indolent  by  natnre,  unused 
to  tabor  of  any  kind,  nnd  brouglit  up  in  the  un- 
tMkod  idleness  of  Uieir  sofl  diimiie  and  their 
Ihiilfiil  grovud,  (luftlh  itself  seemed  prefenible  to 
Ik  lifu  of  toil  imil  anxiety.  They  saw  uo  end  to 
tlila  hunuuiiig  evil,  wliieh  had  so  suddenly  fallen 
upon  tliem ;  no  escapo  from  its  all-pervading 
ItifluenM!  i  no  prospect  of  return  to  that  roring 
iiidapeudenco  aud  ample  leisure,  so  dear  to  the 
wild  inliabitants  of  tho  forest.  The  pluHstnit  life 
of  tlin  islaud  wiis  at  ait  end ;  the  dream  in  the 
shade  by  day;  the  slumber  during  the  Bultry 
lUKinlide  heat  by  tho  fountain  or  the  stream,  or 
uuder  the  Rpruailitig  palm-tree :  and  the  Bong,  tlie 
dauce,  and  the  game  in  the  tudtow  evening,  when 
sunimoued  to  their  simple  amnsements  by  the  rude 
Indian  drum.  They  were  now  obliged  to  grope 
day  by  diiy,  with  beading  body  and  anxious  eye 
along  the  borders  of  their  rivers,  sii'iing  the  sands 
for  the  grains  of  gold  nhich  every  day  grew  tnore 
scanty;  or  to  labor  in  their   fields  beneath  the 
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fervor  of  a  tropical  Bun,  lo  mbe  food  fur  llicir 
loskraRslers,  or  to  produce  ihe  vegetnWe  tribute 
imposed  upoD  tliem.  Tlie;r  sniik  to  sleep  weary 
and  exiiiinsted  at  night,  with  the  certainty  that 
the  next  day  was  but  to  be  a  repetition  of  the 
same  toil  and  suffering.  Or  if  they  occasionally 
indulged  in  their  national  dances,  the  ballads  lo 
which  lliey  kept  timu  were  of  a  melancholy 
and  plaintive  cliaracler.  They  spoke  of  the 
limes  that  were  past,  before  the  white  men  liiiit 
introduced  sorrow,  and  slavery,  and  weary  labor 
among  them ;  and  they  rehearsed  pretended 
prophecies,  handed  down  from  their  ancestors, 
foretelling  the  invasion  of  the  Spaniards;  ihnt 
strangers  sbould  come  into  their  island,  clothed  in 
apparel,  with  swords  capable  of  cleaving  a  man 
asunder  at  a  blow,  under  whose  yoke  their  pos- 
icrity  shonld  be  subdued.  These  ballads,  of 
areytos,  they  sang  witli  mournful  tuiiea  and  dole- 
ful voices,  bewailing  the  loss  of  their  liberty,  and 
their  painful  servitude.^ 

They  had  flattered  themselves,  for  a  time,  that 
the  visit  of  the  strangers  would  be  but  temporary, 
and  that,  spreading  tiieir  ample  sails,  their  ships 
would  once  more  l>ear  them  bock  to  their  home 
in  the  sky.  In  llicir  simplicity,  they  had  repeat- 
edly inquired  when  they  inlerjJeil  lo  return  lo 
Turey,  or  the  heavens.  They  now  beheld  them 
taking  root,  as  it  were,  iu  the  island.  They 
beheld  their  vessels  lying  idle  and  rotting  in  rho 
harbor,  while  the  crews,  scattered  about  the 
country,  were  building  habilnlions  and  fortresses, 
I  Peter  MirtjT,  inctA.  lii.  lib.  is. 
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the  solid  conslruclion  of  which,  unlike  their  o 
Blight  cabina,  gai-e  evidence  of  permanent  «botie.' 

Finding  how  vain  whs  all  attempt  to  deliver 
themselves  by  warlike  means  from  these 
vinuble  intruders,  they  now  concvrted  a  forlorn 
and  despernto  mode  of  annoyance.  They  per- 
ceived (hut  ibe  Bettlement  suffered  greatly  from 
shortness  of  provisions,  and  depended,  in  a 
siderable  degree,  upon  the  supplies  furnished  by 
the  natives.  The  fortresses  in  the  interior, 
and  the  SpRninrds  quartered  in  the  villages, 
looked  almost  entirely  to  them  for  subsistence. 
They  agreed  among  themselves,  therefore,  not  to 
cultivate  the  fruits,  the  roots  nud  maize,  their 
chief  articles  of  Tooil,  and  to  destroy  those  already 
growing ;  hoping,  by  produL-ing  n  fiimiiie.  to  Htnrvs 
the  strangers  from  the  island.  They  little  knew, 
observes  Las  Casas,  one  of  ihe  cliamcleristics  of 
the  Spnninrds,  wtio,  the  more  hungry  they  arci 
the  more  inflexible  they  become,  tind  the  more 
hai'dened  to  endure  suffering.^  They  carried 
their  plan  generally  into  effect,  nbaiidoniog  their 
habitations,  laying  waste  their  fields  and  groves, 
nnd  retiring  to  the  mountains,  where  there  v 
roots  and  herbs  and  abundance  of  ulias  for  their 
subsistence. 

This  measure  did  indeed  produce  much  distress 
among  Ihe  Spaniiirds,  but  they  bad  foreign  re- 
sources, nnd  were  enabled  to  endure  it  by  bu»- 

'  Lib  CnsB",  Hist.  Ind.,  lih.  i.  «■]!.  106. 

•  No  conucieado  !■  prapriarlul  dv  Job  Etpai^oles,  lo*  Ct 
fiifliiln   mas  hmnbrienlof.   inuin.  mayor  lexiD   tJetien  y 
itiim*  Knn  de  sulVir  y  pRr*  ^iifrir.     Liu  Co-ias.  Hist.  Ind.,  lib. 
i.  rap.  100. 


CUmsTOPDFR 


.13 


banding  [he  partial  aiipplibs  brought  by  llieii' 
ships;  ihe  most  iltHiiMrQiis  e^tcU  lell  upon  tlie 
nalives  theraaelves.  The  Spaniards  slalioiied  iu 
the  various  fortresses,  finding  thai  ibere  nns  no) 
only  no  hope  of  tribiile,  but  a  danger  of  famine 
ftxm  this  wanton  waste  and  sudden  deaertiuii. 
pursued  tho  nniives  lo  their  retreats,  to  compel 
(hem  lo  re  I  am  to  labor.  The  Indians  took 
refuge  in  the  mo^t  sterile  and  dre-ary  heights ; 
fl^g  fivm  one  wild  retreat  to  another,  the 
women  willi  their  children  in  their  arms  or  iil 
their  backs,  and  alt  worn  out  with  fatigue  and 
hunger,  and  harassed  by  perpetual  alarms.  In 
every  noise  of  the  forest  or  the  mountain  they 
fancied  they  heard  the  sound  of  their  pursuer? ; 
tbey  hid  themselves  iu  damp  end  diBnial  caverns, 
or  in  the  rocky  banks  and  margins  of  the  torrents, 
and  not  daring  lo  hunt,  or  Ush,  or  even  to  venture 
forth  in  quest  of  nounshing  roots  and  vegetables, 
they  had  to  satiafy  Ihoir  raging  hunger  with  un- 
wholesome food.  In  this  way,  many  thousands 
of  them  perished  miserably,  through  famine, 
fatigue,  terror,  and  various  coulagious  maladies 
engendered  by  tbeir  sntTerings.  All  spirit  of 
Opposition  was  at  length  completely  quelled. 
The  surviving  Indians  returned  in  despair  to 
their  habitations,  and  submitted  hunibly  to  the 
yoke.  So  deep  an  awe  did  they  conceive  of  their 
conquerors,  that  it  is  said  a  Spaniard  might  go 
singly  and  securely  all  over  the  island,  and  the 
natives  would  even  transport  him  fi-om  place  to 
place  on  their  shoulders.^ 
>  Lu  Casus,  Uau  Iiid.,  lib.  i.  c,  100.    Uist.  del  Aloiiiaute, 
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Before  pnsaing  on  to  other  eveiilB,  it  may  bt 

proper  here  to  uotice  the  fiile  of  Guacaiuigari,  as 

he  mnkes  uo  further  appetu'mice  in  Llie  course  of 

I  hblorj.     Hia  frieudship  tbr  the   .Spaniards 

I  had  severed  him  fruin  his  coutilrymeii,  but  did 

not  exonerate   hini  fi'oin   the  gi;tieral  tvoes  of  Ihu 

I  island.     His  lerritoriee,  like  those  of  the  othtir 

I  CBciqiies,  were  auhjecled  to  a  tribute,  which 

I  people,  with  the  common   rejiugniiiice   to  lul 

I  ibuud  it  difficult  to  paj.     ColiimbuB,  who  knftl 

i  worth,  and  could   have   pralecied   Ijin), 
I  long  abaeot  either  iti  the  interior  of  the  blftnd, 
I  or  detained  in  Europe  by  his  own  wrongs.     In 
'  the  interval,  the  SpHtjinrda  forgot  the  hospllalitj 
I  «iid  services  of  Guacniiiigari,  and  liis  trilmle  wuj) 
j  harshly  exacted.     He  fouud  himself  ovurwhelmed 
'  wiih  opprobrium  from  his  coutitryuen  at  large, 
and  assailed  by  the  clamors  and  laineuiations  of 
his  suSi^ring  sulyects.     The  strangers  whom  lie 
had  auecored  in  diBtre^^,  and  liiken  m  it  were  to 
the  bosom  of  his  nutire  island,  had  become  its 
.  tyrants    and    oppressoi':).     Care,    and    toil,    and 
\  poverty,  aud  atroag-hiuided  violence,  had  spread 
'  their  curses  over  the  lund,  and  he  felt  as  if  he 
hud  invoked  them  on   his  race.     Unable  to  bear 
the  hostilities  of  hia  fellow  caciques,  the  woes  of 
his  subjei-ls,  and  the  extortions  of  his  ungrate- 
ful allies,  he  took  refuge  at  la.'^t  in  Ihe  mouului 
where  he  dit;d  obscurely  and  in  nii.^ry. 

An  attempt  has  been  made  hy  Oviedo  to  d< 
the  character  of  this  Iiidiun   piince  :  it  is 
Spaniards,  however,  to  excuse  their  own 

'  CbulevDix,  HiaL.  de  St.  Dominic,  lib.  !i. 
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tilde  by  castiDg  a  stigma  on  his  name.     He  ap- 
pears to  have  always  manifested  towards  them 
ibat  true  friendship  which  shines  brightest  in  the 
dark  days  of  adversity.     He  might  have  played 
a  nobler  part,  in  making  a  stand,  with  his  brother 
caciques,  to  drive  these  intruders  from  his  native 
soil ;  but  he  appears  to  have  been  fascinated  by 
hb  admiration  of  the  strangers,  and  his  personiJ 
attachment  to  Columbus.     He  was  bountiful,  hos- 
pitable, affectionate,  and  kind-hearted ;  competent 
to  rule  a  gentle  and  unwarlike  people   in   the 
happier  days  of  the  island,  but  unHtted,  through 
the  softness  of  his  nature,  for  the  stem  turmoil 
which  followed  the  arrival  of  the  white  men. 
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rank.  Thty  aaid  nothing,  however,  of  the  ex- 
igencies which  hail  culled  lor  unusmil  litbor;  nor 
of  ihe  idlenea*  umi  profligftcy  which  required 
coerciou  and  chostiseueiiE ;  uor  of  rhe  seditious 
cabals  of  ihe  Spanish  cnvaliere,  who  had  been 
Irealei)  with  indulgence  rullier  than  aeverily.  In 
addition  to  tliese  complaints,  lliey  represented  the 
Stale  of  confu)tion  of  the  island,  in  consequence  of 
the  absence  of  the  admiml,  and  the  uncertainly 
which  prevailed  concerning  his  fate,  intimating 
the  probability  of  his  having  perished  in  his  fool- 
hardy  attempts  to  explore  unknown  %6aa,  and 
discover  unprofitable  lunds. 

These  prejudiced  and  exaggerated  representa- 
tions derived  much  weight  from  the  otRcial  situa- 
tions of  Margarite  and  Friar  Boyle.  They  were 
supported  by  the  tesliraoiij  of  inany  discontented 
Aud  fnetiouB  idlers,  who  had  returned  with  tliem 
to  Spniu.  Some  of  these  persons  had  connexions 
of  rank,  who  wei'e  ready  to  resent,  with  Spanish 
haughtiness,  what  ihey  considered  the  arrogant  as- 
sumptions of  an  ignoble  foreigner.  Thus  the  pop- 
ularity of  Columbus  received  a  vital  blow,  and  im- 
tDedialely  begun  to  decline.  The  confidence  of 
the  sovereigns  also  was  impaired,  and  precautions 
were  adopted  whicli  savor  strongly  of  the  cautious 
nnd  sui'picious  policy  of  Ferdinand. 

It  was  determined  to  send  some  person  of  trust 
and  coulidence,  who  should  lake  upon  himself  the 
government  of  the  island  in  case  of  the  continued 
absence  of  the  admiral,  and  who,  even  in  the 
event  of  tiis  I'eium,  should  inquire  into  the 
alleged  evils  and  abuses,  and  remedy  such  as 
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should  appear  really  in  existence.  The  persou 
proposed  for  this  ditBcult  office  was  Die^  CariUo, 
a  CDDnnnnder  of  a  military  order;  bat  as  lie  waa 
not  immediately  prepared  to  sail  with  the  fleet  of 
cnrtiTeU  alxiut  to  depart  witL  supplies,  the  «ov- 
ereigiis  wrote  to  Fotiseca,  iLe  euperiuteitdeDt  of 
Indian  afiliire,  to  send  some  trusty  person  witli 
tbe  Teasek,  to  take  charge  of  the  provisions  with 
which  ^ey  were  freighted.  These  he  was  to 
distribute  among  the  coionisU,  under  the  super- 
rision  of  the  ndmiral,  or,  in  case  of  bis  absence, 
m  presence  of  those  in  authority.  He  wss  also 
to  collect  information  concerning  the  manner  in 
which  the  bland  liad  been  governed,  the  conduct 
of  persona  in  office,  the  causes  and  nulhora  of 
existing  grievances,  and  the  measures  by  which 
they  were  to  be  remedied.  Having  collected  such 
information,  he  was  to  return  and  niake  report 
to  the  sovereigns;  but  in  ca<^  he  should  find  tlio 
admiral  nt  the  ishmd,  everything  was  to  remain 
subject  to  his  control. 

There  waa  another  measure  adopted  by  the 
sovereigns  about  this  time,  which  likewise  shows 
the  declining  liivor  of  Columbus.  On  the  lUlh 
of  April,  1495,  a  proclaninlion  was  issued,  giving 
general  p«rmis«iou  to  native-born  Hubjecls  to 
settle  in  the  isUtiil  of  Hi^paniola,  and  to  go  on 
private  voyages  of  discovery  and  traffic  to  the 
New  World.  This  was  granted,  subject  to 
certain  oouditiona. 

All  vessels  were  to  Bail  exclusively  from  the 
port  of  Cudiz,  aud  uuiler  the  inspection  of  officers 
appoinied  by  the  crown.     Tho-<e  who  embarked 
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*or  Hispnnioln  without  pay,  and  at  their  own  ex- 

f:ieii5«,  were  In  hiive  lands  aaaigaed  to  tbtm,  aod 

t<t  be  proviaioued  for  one  year,  with  a  nghl  to 

such    laii(l«,   snU  all   houses   {.\wy  might 

t  upon  them.     Of  all  gold  wlii<.'h  (hey  might 

ollect,  tbey  were  to  reltun  one  third  for  them- 

elve#,  Mid  pay  two  thirds  to  the  crown.      Of  ftil 

ptiier  articles  of  merchnndiae,  lite  proiliict;  of  tlie 

I,  ihey  were  to  pay  merely  one  leiiih  to  tlie 

Their  parchnses  were  lo  bo  made  in  the 

■  i»r9!6nce  of  officers  appointed  by  tliu  sovereigna, 

4U)d  tbe  Toyal  duties  paid   into  the   hunds  of  the 

king's  recei*-cr. 

Each  ship  sailing  on  private  L-nterprise,  was  to 
l_  tftke  one  or  tno  persons  nniiied  by  the  royal 
9  at  Cadix.  One  tenth  of  ihe  tonnnge  of 
I  tiiB  ship  was  In  i>e  hI  the  service  of  the  crown, 
I  free  of  cimrge.  One  lentil  of  wliutever  Bueli 
I  Bbipa  abonld  procure  iu  the  newly-discovereil 
\  countries,  was  to  be  paid  tu  the  crown  on  their 
f  rctiini.  These  regulations  included  private  ships 
llispaniola  wilh  provisions. 
For  every  vessel  ihus  htied  out  on  private 
id  venture,  Columbus,  in  consideration  of  his 
ivilego  of  an  eighth  of  touna^,  was  to  have 
c  right  la  freight  one  on  his  own  account 

'(  general  license  for  voyiigea  of  discovery 
8  nuule  in  cousequeni.'e  of  ihe  earnest  iipplica- 
ktiou  of  Vincent  Yufiez  PiuKon,  and  oihcr  able  and 
■  intrepid  navigators,  mosi  of  whom  had  siiiied 
I  with  Colnmbus.  They  oHered  to  make  voyii};ea 
r  al  iheir  own  ciwl  and  hazaiil.  The  offoi'  was 
templing  and  well-timed,     Tlie  government  was 
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poor,  the  txpeditiona  of  ColumbuK  vere  bK' 
peiisirc,  yet  their  object  whs  ino  important  tu  ho 
negle<!te<l.  Ht^re  whs  hii  opponuiiily  oC  altaiuing 
nil  ilie  ends  proposed,  not  meiijly  wiiliout  expense, 
but  wilb  a  certainty  of  gnin.  Tim  permission, 
therefore,  whs  grnitled,  wilhout  canaulting  the 
opiuion  or  the  wisbes  of  the  ndmiriil.  It  wns 
louilly  coiiipliiineil  uF  by  him,  as  en  iiirritigemeiil 
of  his  privileges,  and  aa  disturbing  the  cai«er  of 
regular  and  weU-orgauieed  discovery,  by  the  li- 
ceniioas  and  someiimea  predatory  enterprises  of 
reckless  adventurers.  Doubtless,  much  of  tlie 
odium  that  has  allnched  itself  to  the  Spanish  di»- 
cuveries  in  the  New  World,  has  arisen  from  the 
grasping  avidity  of  private  individuals. 

Just  at  this  juQctiire,  in  the  early  part  of  April, 
while  the  interests  of  Columbus  were  in  such  a 
criliciU  situation,  the  ships  commanded  by  Torres 
arrived  in  Spain.  They  brought  intelligence  of 
the  safe  return  of  the  admiral  to  Hiapanioia,  from 
his  voyage  along  tlie  southern  const  of  Cuba,  with 
the  evidence  whicli  lie  Imil  collected  to  prove 
that  it  was  the  extremity  of  the  Agiatic  continent, 
and  that  he  had  penetrated  to  the  borders  of  the 
wealthiest  countries  of  the  East.  Specimens' 
were  likewise  brought  of  the  gold,  and  the 
various  nniinal  and  vegetable  curiosities,  which 
he  had  procured  in  the  course  of  his  voyage- 
No  arrival  could  have  been  more  timely.  It  tit 
once  removed  all  doubts  respecting  his  safety, 
and  obviated  the  necessity  of  part  of  the  precau- 
tionary measures  then  on  the  point  of  being  taken. 
The  supposed  discovery  of  the  ricli  const  of  Asia, 
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also,  ihrew  a  temporary  spkiiUor  about  liis  ex- 
pedition, nod  agtuD  annkeued  tlie  gi-alitudu  of  tlie 
sovereigns.  The  effect  whs  immedialoly  uppni^iit 
In  llieir  measures.  Iiiaiead  of  lesviug  il  lo  Ihii 
ili^cretioti  of  Juan  RodrigiieK  de  Foiuccii  tu 
appoiot  wliota  lie  plensed  lo  ilie  com  mission  of 
iuquiry  about  to  be  sent  out,  thojr  retracted  lliat 
power,  and  nominftled  Junn  Aguado. 

He  was  chosen,  because,  on  returning  Troni 
Hispaniola,  he  Imd  been  strongly  roconinieddeit 
to  royal  favor  by  Columbus,  it  wns  intended, 
iberefore,  ns  a  mark  of  consideration  to  the  Inller, 
to  appoint  as  commisaioner  a  person  of  whom  ho 
had  expressed  so  high  an  opinion,  and  who,  it  wns 
lo  be  presumed,  entertained  for  him  a  grateful 
regard. 

Fonsecn,  in  virtue  of  his  officini  stHtion  ns 
superintendent  of  the  afiaire  of  the  Indies,  and 
probably  lo  gratify  his  growing  animosity  for 
Columbus,  had  detained  a  quantity  of  gold  which 
Don  Diego,  brother  lo  the  admiral,  liud  brought 
on  hia  own  private  account.  The  sovereigns 
wrote  lo  him  rcpenledly,  ordering  liim  not  to 
demand  the  gold,. or  if  be  had  seized  it,  to  return 
it  immediately,  with  satisfactory  exphmatioiis,  and 
to  write  to  Columbus  in  terms  calculated  to 
soothe  any  angry  feelings  wbicli  lie  raigUt-  bave 
excited.  He  was  ordered,  alio,  to  consult  tlie 
persons  recently  arrived  from  Hispaniola,  in  wbul 
jnaniier  he  could  yield  satiefkclion  to  the  admiral, 
and  lo  act  accordingly.  Fonseca  thus  suffered 
ofM  of  the  severest  hnmilialiona  of  aii  Brrogant 
spiril  tlwt  of  tieing  obliged  lo  make  atonemeul 
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of  the  queen.  In  Uie  sliips  of  Turm>.  it  lnr)^< 
Dumber  of  ludiiiod  arrircd.  who  linil  bi^ii  g>i|iI- 
nred  in  the  rectnt  wiuv  wjlii  the  cnciiiuii-.  Kovul 
onlers  hud  been  issueii,  tliat  Ou3j  bIi»uIJ  be  Mild 
as  slaves  id  Ibe  markets  uf  AiKlalusia,  a»  liad  been 
the  custom  wiili  respeet  lo  negroe*  inkeii  ou  tbv 
cuAst  of  Africa,  and  to  Mouriah  primiirn  eapturvd 
in  the  war  will)  Granadii.  laiibtillu,  Imwrvtir,  luid 
been  deeply  inicreaied  by  the  sce<innla  given  of 
the  gentle  and  hospitable  cbanicter  uf  tlicse  isl- 
anders, and  of  their  great  docility.  Tlic  discovery 
hnd  l)ee»  made  under  her  immefliiilo  nUKpiccii ;  ulie 
looked  upon  these  people  as  nndur  her  peeulikr 
care,  and  she  anticipated,  wilb  pii)ii!<  enthuBiusu), 
the  glory  of  leading  them  from  dHrktiess  into  ilie 
paths  of  light.  Her  conipassionale  xpiHi  revolted 
at  the  idea  of  treating  them  as  slavt'S,  even  tbou)(b 
Banctioned  by  the  customs  of  the  time.  Witiiin 
five  days  aller  tbe  royal  order  fur  the  vmU',  h  letttir 
was  vrritteii  by  the  sovereigns  to  Uiiihnp  FouHgeu, 
suspending  that  order,  until  they  could  incjuin-  in- 
to the  CHUBB  for  which  the  ItiilitinK  liud  bi-eii  niiuli- 
pri»oner«.  and  consult  leanied  and  piuu"  liicolu- 
gtaiiB,  whether  their  sale  would  be  justiliiiblii  in 
the  eyes  of  God.^  Much  d)lf«renoc  uf  u|t'»i>iun 
took  place  among  divine*,  on  this  impuruuit  quet' 
licMi;  tbe  quuen  eventually  det^idcd  it  tunwnliwi: 
lo  the  dicbties  of  her  own  pure  i»n«ci*iu»'  imkI 
dunitaUe  heart.  She  ordered  Uiui  tlx.-  luiUiui' 
■lionU  be  sent  back  la  tlieir  native  AoMttUy,  wud 
Mjoiaed   that  (lui   ialander*  ilmlU  be    ouoCtliahxl 

dH  da  1m  rap*,  L  U,  Ucc- n. 
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hy  the  gentlest  meann,  instead  of  being  treated 
with  severity.  UnfortunBtely  her  ordera  came 
too  late  to  Hispanioln,  to  have  the  desired  eSeoL 
The  scenes  of  warfare  and  violence,  produced  I^ 
the  bod  passions  of  the  colonists  and  the  venge- 
ance of  the  natives,  were  not  to  be  forgotten,  and 
mutual  distrust  and  rankling  animosity  hod  grown 
up  between  them,  which  no  after  exertions  could 
eradicate. 


I 


[U95.] 

Brc^UAN  AGUADO  aet  swl  from  Spniii  U> 
|M^  e^   manh    the    end   of  August,    with    Tour 

all  kinds.  Don  Ditgu  Columbus  retiimctl  in  this 
sqiiadrou  lo  Hiapiiniola,  and  nrrjvud  Ht  Iinlictk 
in  the  month  of  October,  while  the  luliniral  whs 
absenl,  occupied  in  re^tnblishing  the  irniiquilliiy 
of  the  interior-  Agiindo,  iis  bns  alri^mly  bcmi 
ahun'D,  wna  under  oblignlioiw  lo  Culunibiia,  wtiu 
hud  distiiigubhed  him  frum  Among  liis  (;()riipanioni^ 
a  fnvor  of  the 
of  those  wwk 
hate  henJs  nre  turned  by  the  lenHl  elevii' 
lioD.  Puffed  up  by  h  little  teinpornry  pi)w«r,  be 
lost  sight,  Doi  merely  of  the  respect  and  RTBliludii 
doe  lo  Columbitf,  bat  of  the  nature  and  extent 
of  kis  own  commioMon.  Itulead  of  acting  m  an 
ageat  einpk(]>ed  lo  eollect  infomnuian,  b«  aMuwed 
a  tone  of  autJiaritj'.  at  though  iIm  retire  uf  gov- 
en>me«t  bad  been  Iraualerrod  iiitu  hia  iMuda.  He 
ini«1md  in  public  affiur* ;  ordend  rnrioiw  pMsoofl 


and   had  recommended  him 

oovereignjt.     He  was,  howevei 
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to  be  arrested ;  called  to  accoant  the  officers  < 
ployed  by  liie  admiral  ;  and  paid  ttu  respect  to 
Don  liartholomew  Columbus,  who  rcmiiined  id 
command  during  the  absence  of  his  brolhi;r.  Ths 
Adeltiiitado,  astonished  at  this  prc3ii[npliou,  de- 
tiiniidud  a  sight  of  lite  commission  under  which 
he  acted ;  bill  Agundo  treuted  him  with  great 
tiauglithiess,  replyiog  thiit  he  would  ahow  it  only 
to  ihe  admiral.  Oik  second  thoughts,  however, 
lest  there  should  be  doubts  in  the  public  mind  of 
his  right  10  interfere  in  the  atTuirs  of  ihe  colonjr, 
he  ordered  his  lellar  of  credence  from  Ihe  sover- 
eigns to  be  pompously  proclaimed  by  sound  of 
trumpet.  It  was  brief  but  eoraprehenaive,  to  the 
following  purport:  — "  Cavaliera,  Esquires,  and 
Other  persons,  who  by  our  ordura  ure  iu  the  Indies, 
we  send  to  you  Juaa  Aguado,  our  groom  of  the 
chambers,  who  will  speak  to  you  on  our  part.  We 
commivud  you  to  give  him  faith  and  credit." 

The  report  now  circulated,  that  Ihe  downfall  t^ 
Columbus  and  his  family  was  at  band,  and  that 
an  auditor  had  arrived,  empowered  to  hear  and 
lo  redress  Ihe  grievances  of  the  public.  This  ru- 
mor originated  with  Aguado  himself,  who  threw 
out  menaces  of  rigid  investigations  and  signal 
punishments.  It  was  a  time  of  jubilee  for  offend- 
ers. Every  culprit  started  up  into  on  accuser ; 
every  one  who  by  negligence  or  crime  hud  in- 
curred the  wiiolesome  penalties  of  the  laws,  was 
loud  iu  his  clamors  agaiust  the  oppression  of  Co- 
lumbus. There  were  ills  enough  in  the  colony, 
some  incident  to  its  aituaiion,  others  produced  by 
the  misdeeds  of  the  colonists,  but  all  were  ascribed 
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to  the  ranl-iiilminstrotion  of  Ihe  adniiral.  He  wtia 
maile  responsible  ulike  for  the  evils  proUuetd  by 
others,  niid  for  hiB  own  Btern  remedies.  All  (lie 
old  coiiipUiuls  were  reiterated  agninat  him  and  hb 
brothers,  aod  the  usuiU  snd  illiberal  cniise  given 
for  tlieir  oppressions,  timt  they  were  foreigners, 
who  sought  merely  their  owit  iiilerCBla  &[id  tig- 
graDdieemenl,  at  the  expense  of  the  Bufferings 
and  tbe  indignities  of  Spaniards. 

Destiiuie  of  dixcriraiDation  to  perceive  what 
was  true  aod  what  false  iu  these  complaints,  and 
anxious  only  to  condemn,  Aguodo  saw  in  every- 
thing conclusive  testimony  of  the  culpability  of 
Columbus.  lie  iottroated,  and  perhaps  (bought, 
that  the  admiral  was  keeping  at  a  disluuoe  from 
Isabellu,  through  fear  of  encountering  his  inves- 
tigations. Iu  the  fulnesi  of  hia  presumption,  he 
even  set  out  with  a  body  of  horse  to  go  iu  quest 
of  him.  A  vain  and  weak  man  in  [wwer  ie 
prone  lo  employ  satellites  of  his  own  descripttoa. 
The  arrogant  and  boasting  followers  of  Aguado, 
wherever  they  went,  spread  rumors  among  tbe 
es  of  the  might  and  importance  of  (heir 
chief',  and  of  Ihe  puriiehroent  he  intended  (o  inflict 

f  upon  Columbus.  In  a  little  while  (lie  report  cir- 
ed  through  tbe  island,  tlial  a  new  admiral 
arrived  to  administer  the  government,  and 

[   that  tlie  former  one  was  lo  be  put  to  death. 

The  news  of  the  arrival  and  of  the  insolent 

f  oooduul  of  Aeniado  readied  Columbus  in  ttie  iu- 
terior  of  ibe  island  ;  he  immediately  tuu^t(>ne(I  ta 

I  Isabella  to  give  him  a  meeting.     Agnado,  bk^riug 

I  of  his  B{i^(mach,  also  ntnrued  ibere.     As  evtiry 


one  knew  the  lofty  spirit  of  Columbus,  his  higb 
sense  of  liis  aervicea,  rttid  his  jealous  maioteDODM, 
of  hia  official  dignity,  k  violent  exploa 
ttdpated  al  tlie  impending  interview-  Aguada 
also  expected  sometiting  of  the  kind,  but,  eecurs; 
in  his  royul  letter  of  credence,  he  looked  forward 
with  the  ignontut  audacity  of  a  little  n  ~  ' 
i-esult.  Tlw  sequel  showed  how  diffienlt  it  is  Ciei 
poity  spirits  to  anticipate  the  conduct  of  a 
like  Columbus  in  on  extraordinary  situation. 
natural  heat  and  impetuosity  hod  been  subdued  bjr 
a  life  of  trials  ;  he  had  learned  to  bring  hia  po^l 
sions  into  subjectiou  to  hia  judgment; 
too  true  on  estimate  of  his  own  dignity  b 
into  a  contest  with  a  shallow  boaster  like  AgaajJoi 
al>ove  all,  he  hnil  n  profound  respect  for  the  a.it^ 
thority  of  his  sovereigns ;  tor  in  his  enthusiastia^ 
spirit,  prone  to  deep  feelings  of  reverenct 
loyalty  was  inferior  only  to  his  religion, 
received  Agua'lo,  ilierefore,  with  grave  oni 
punctilious  courtesy ;  and  retorted  upon  him  bifl 
own  osteutatious  ccreuiomal,  ordering  that  thfr 
letter  of  credence  should  be  agniu  proclaimed  bj, 
sound  of  trumpet  in  presence  of  the  populace.  HtL 
listened  to  it  with  solemn  deference,  and  ( 
Aguado  of  his  readiness  to  acquiesce  in  wlu 
might  be  the  ploasure  of  his  sovereigns. 

This  unexpecled  moderation,  wiiile  it  : 
iuhed  the  beholders,  foiled  and  disappointed 
Aguado.  He  hwi  come  prepared  for  a  soeiia  of 
altercation,  and  had  hoped  that  Columbus,  in  th« 
heat  and  impatience  of  the  moment,  would  1 
said  or  done  something  that  might  be  cotutmei 
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inlo  disrespect  for  thu  anlhuritv  of  llio  tH)vtirt>i);ii*. 
lie  fiHleavored.  in  facU  suiiiu  nioullis  unuL-nitiiU, 
to  procure  from  llie  public  iiotnrics  piiwiit,  n 
prejiulifial  sMtemeiK  of  the  inlorviow  i  but  thv 
deference  of  the  Bdiiiirikl  Ibr  1I113  roynl  lollor  of 
credence  liiul  be«u  t<Ki  iniirkcd  to  Iki  iliHpiiluii  i 
and  all  tlie  l«stiiuoiiials  wore  liiglily  in  tii»  Ciivur.' 

Aguddo  coulinucd  to  itilonnnddla  in  iiiililii' 
affnirs,  and  the  rc8p<-cl  and  fcilienninoa  with 
which  he  was  iinifonnly  tninlud  by  Culiiuibii*, 
and  the  RiildneM  uf  iho  latter  in  nil  hi*  ineaaiirM 
to  appease  the  diaooiilcnU  uf  the  colony,  wem  re- 
garded as  priKifg  of  liiH  Iom  of  iiioi-al  ouuni^e. 
He  was  looked  upon  a*  n  dcclitiiiig  inaii,  and 
Aguado  hailed  aa  iho  lord  of  thd  BMiiindaiil. 
Every  daetanl  Bpirii  who  hud  any  lurking  ill-will, 
any  real  or  iranginary  cauMi  of  cuiiiphuitl,  tiuw 
hasteued  to  ^ve  it  utlunincv ;  peptwlving  that,  in 
gratifying  hta  nudice.  he  waa  promoting  hi»  iiiuir- 
eet,  and  that  in  vilifying  the  odniiml,  lu:  was 
gaining  the  friLitdahJp  of  Aicuadu. 

The  poor  Induuis,  Uiu,  haraMtKl  by  the  diiini- 
natinn  of  the  while  men,  rcjuict^  in  the  proRpcd 
of  ■  diangc  (if  ruleni ;  vainly  hopitig  tlial  it 
might  pniduce  a  mitigatiofi  uf  iheir  auiruriiiga. 
ILiny  uf  iLe  caciiitura  who  luul  prumiaed  allugi- 
•MCe  to  the  admiraJ  afi«r  tJi«ir  dvfvat  tu  the  Vugu. 
oow  — »HDLted  at  liic  houKc  of  H«uii<:auti-x,  tlM^ 
braliier  of  Okkui^.  near  titt  river  Yagui,  wlivtc 
Acy  jekwd  in  a  lunaal  aompUiiii  «g&iu*t  Culuiu- 
itm.  rtw  tfaejr  conndNVd  ibt  iwwe  wf  all  tba 
evOt  «4idi  h^  afnng  fron  ih*  tootodiuMot  aud 
Ac  VMM  of  UaAUMMra. 
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rent    by  incessant  flashes,  or  miher  atresinH  of 
lightaing.     At  one  time  tijcy  were  piled  up  high 
m  the  sky.  at  another  they  swept  lo  the  enrlli, 
liUIng  the  iiir  with  a  baleful  darknesn  more  discnal 
thaa  tbe  obscurity  of  midnight.     Wherever  (he 
whirlwind    passed,  whole    trncts  of  forests  were 
(hirered  nod  stripped  of  llieir  leaves  and  branch- 
tboee  of  gigantic  size,  which  resisted  the  blnsl, 
)  torn  op  by  Ihe  roots,  and  hurled  to  a  •p-eivt 
ttbUnce.     Grove«  were  rent  from  the  mountaiti 
precipices,    with  vast  masses  of  earth  and  rock, 
.tumbling  into  Ihe  valleys  with  terrific  nui^e,  and 
■   "  ing  the  couree  of  rivers.     The  fearful  sounds 
air  and  on  the  earth,  the  pealing  thunder, 
id  lightaing,  the  howling    of  the  wind,  the 
eraab  of  falling  trees  and  rocks,  filled  every  one 
with  affright ;  and  many  thought  that  the  end  of 
the  world  was  at  hand.     Some  fled  to  caverns 
u&ty,  for  their  frail  houses  were  blown  down, 
,Atid  the  air  was  Blled  with  the  trunks  and  branches 
of  treesi  and  even  with  fragments  of  rocks,  car- 
ried along  by  the  fury  of  the   tempest.     When 
tl)e  Imrricane  reached  the  hnrbor,  it  whirled  the 
lips  rwind  ns  they  lay  at  anchor,  snapped  their 
tables,  and  sank  three  of  them  with  all  who  were 
board.      Others  wej'e  driven  about,  dashed 
^ainet  each  other,  and  tossed  mere  wi'ecks  upon 
the  stiore  by  (he  swelling  aui^s  of  the  sea.  whieh 
some  places  rolled  for  three  or  fnur  mites  upon 
lund.     The  tempest  lasted   for   three  hours- 
it  passed  away,  and  the  sun  ag;iin  appeared, 
Indians  regarded  each  other  in  mute  astonish' 
lent  and  dismay.     Never  in  their  uii^inory,  uor 
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CHAPTER    X. 

OISGDTEET  or  THE  M]»Ee  OF  HAT»A. 

[H9fi,] 

IJWMAN  ihe  recent  hiirricaDe,  llie  four  otravels 
Etn  SISI  "''  '^g"^''''  ''Bd  been  destroyed,  togeiher 
pf*«^^  with  (wo  others  which  were  in  the  har- 
bor. Tlie  unl}r  reesel  whidi  survived  WD*  the 
Kioa,  and  ihiit  in  a  very  shattered  eoiiditjon. 
Columbus  gave  orders  to  have  her  immedi&teiy 
repaired,  and  another  caravel  oODBtmcted  out  of 
the  wreck  of  those  which  hail  been  destroyed. 
Wliile  wailing  until  thttj  should  he  readj  fur  sea, 
he  was  dieered  by  tidiogs  of  rich  mines  in  the 
interior  of  the  island,  the  discnverj  of  which  is 
attributed  to  an  incident  of  a  somewtiat  ronuintic 
nature.'  A  young  Arragonian,  named  Uigmel 
Diaz,  in  the  Mnrioe  of  the  Adelanlado,  hating  « 
quarTel  with  another  Spaniard,  (ought  wjib  hint, 
and  wonuded  him  dan;;erDnsl]r.  Fearful  of  the 
ooDseqnencei^  he  fled  trovo  the  settletnent,  accom- 
pamd  bjr  fif«  or  m  ciuDniuIes,  wlio  had  either 
bca  tapigad  in  the  aflraT,  or  were  jienoiMltj 
tt*%t^r4  10  huB.  Wandering  about  the  island, 
lli^  fr  to  an  Indian  Tillage  on  the  Mnilbent 
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const,  near  Ibe  moulh  of  the  river  Ozemo,  where 
the  cit;  of  Snn  Domingo  is  at  present  situated. 
They  were  recei?ed  with  kiuduess  by  the  natives, 
and  resided  tor  some  lime  among  them.  The 
village  waa  governed  by  a  female  cacique,  wlio 
soon  conceived  H  strong  atlachment  for  the  young 
Airagonian.  Diaz  waa  not  insensible  to  her  teu- 
demess,  a  ooonection  was  formed  between  Ihem, 
and  they  lived  for  some  lime  very  happily  together. 

The  recolleciion  of  his  couiilry  and  his  iHends 
began  at  lenglh  to  steal  upon  tlie  ihoughls  of  liie 
young  Spaniard.  It  waa  a  melancholy  lot  to  be 
exiled  from  civilized  life,  and  an  outcast  fium 
anwug  his  couulcymen.  He  louged  to  return  to 
the  settlement,  but  dreaded  the  punishment  that 
awaited  liiin,  from  the  austere  justice  of  the  Ade- 
lautado.  His  Indian  bride,  observing  him  fre- 
quently melancholy  and  lost  iu  thought,  peuetrated 
the  cuuse,  with  the  quick  intelligence  of  female 
affection.  Fearful  that  he  would  abandon  her, 
and  return  to  bis  couulrymeii,  she  endeavored  to 
devise  some  means  of  drawing  the  Spimiurds  to 
that  part  of  the  island.  Knowing  that  gold  waa 
their  sovereign  Htlractiuii,  she  informed  Diaz  of 
certain  rich  mines  in  the  neighborhood,  and  urged 
him  to  persuade  his  countrymen  lo  abandon  the 
comparatively  sterile  and  unhealthy  vicinity  uf 
Isabella,  and  settle  upon  the  fertile  banks  of  the 
Ozema;  promising  they  should  be  received  with 
the  utmost  kindness  and  hospitality  by  her  nation. 

Struck  with  the  suggestion,  Dial  mode  partic- 
ular inquiries  about  the  mines,  and  was  con- 
vinced that  they  abounded  in  gold.     He  nolicod 
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the  superior  rmtLfulncsa  miid  beauty  of  Ihe  coun- 
try, the  excellence  of  the  river,  anil  tlie  securily 
of  lli«  harbor  al  ilB  enlmiice.  He  flalldrtMl  liiiii' 
lelf  tiiat  ifae  commuiiioitiou  of  such  valuable  ju- 
telligeiice  wouM  make  his  \ioam  at  Isabellii,  unil 
obtain  his  pEinton  from  tlie  Adelantatlo,  Full  of 
ibeae  Itupes.  lie  procured  guiiles  from  ainoug  the 
nalivee,  auil  lakiiig  a  ternpornry  lenve  of  Ills  In- 
dian bride.  M;t  (lul  with  Lis  uiinraded  thi'ough  the 
wiMeniese  for  the  teilltiiwiit,  which  wiis  atxiut 
fifi;  leagues  distant  Arriviug  there  secretly,  he 
lemmt  lo  hia  great  joy  that  the  man  whom  he  liud 
wouuiled  hnd  moUTered.  He  uow  preeeoted  him- 
self  UjUily  before  the  Adeiaiitadu,  relyiug  that 
Uis  tiding*  would  eiini  his  furgiveueu.  He  was 
BoC  (ni<tiakeu.  No  oewe  could  hnve  come  more 
«pfH>rtaiwly.  The  adinirul  had  been  uuxioua  U) 
remove  the  aeiileineut  to  a  inore  lieultliy  aiid  ad- 
vaotS£e«u»  i^ilUHtiuu.  Ui<  watt  detiiroui*  also  of 
cmnying  hoiDe  *uiim!  coDcliKive  [iroof  of  the  rich- 
neM  of  iLe  ialwui,  a»  the  most  elfeetuul  meuua  of 
sikaciiig  the  uavilti  of  his  eneuiice.  If  the  rep- 
reaeatstiauB  of  Ui^w^  Dial  were  corivct,  here 
we£  A  means  of  etfectiiig  boili  these  [lurposes- 
Mcuuris  WKTv  iiniiiedi(il«]y  taken  to  asoerlniu 
(iir  irulli.  I'be  Adehmladu  hH  iiirth  in  perHOu  to 
vieit  ilie  mer  Ozeiua.  accompauied  by  Miguel 
Uiaz,  Fmticeeua  de  Gbtmv,  niid  the  IimIUm  guidee, 
•uJ  ati«udod  1^  ]>  number  of  meu  well  nnn«d. 
TLcy  fmiceeded  from  Itabella  to  Mitgdaleiia,  aud 
e  the  Uoynl  Vega  lo  the  fortrcas  of 
Kiuu.  Cuntiuuiug  on  to  the  aoulh,  (hey 
1  range  of  moiuiUutie,  whidi  ibey  imv- 


7$  un  JWD  rozASta  aw 


ft  vUcli  ^iMhJ  m  pM.  0»  the  i 
kMkaf  Oil  nvn^aarf  akiK  d|^  kagH 
Mi  aoaffc.  Iktr  CmwI  9M  »  pier   i     1  iV 


i^t  dH  ffvnacK  W  Gbo-     The;  aafc  oyer- 


i»  dtt  CMTW  of  *  dBj.>  la  mmal  plMo  Aej 
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kept  hia  fiiith  witli  his  Indian  bride,  by  whom,  ac- 
inrdiog  to  Oviedo,  he  had  two  children.  Chnrle- 
vobt  supposes  ihal  ihey  were  regiiliiriy  marrii'il,  as 
the  tetnalc  c«<nque  appcura  to  have  been  bapliztd, 
being  always  menliotied  by  the  Christiiiu  name  of 
Caialina.' 

When  [lie  Adelantado  relumed  wiih  this  furor- 
able  report,  and  niih  BpecioiBiis  of  ore,  the  anx- 
ious heart  of  the  admiral  was  greatly  elated.  He 
gave  orders  that  a  fortress  shfiuld  be  iftniedifilely 
erected  on  the  banks  of  the  Hnyna,  in  the  Ticiiiily 
of  the  mines,  and  that  they  should  be  diligently 
Rorked.  The  fancied  traces  of  ancient  excayai- 
(ions  gave  ri^e  to  one  of  his  uauol  veins  of  gulden 
conjectures.  He  had  already  surmised  that  His- 
paniola  might  be  the  ancient  Ophir.  He  now  flat- 
tered himself  that  he  bad  discovered  the  identical 
mines,  whence  King  Solomtm  had  procured  his 
gold  for  the  building  of  the  temple  of  Jerusalem. 
He  supposed  that  bis  ships  mnat  have  sailed  by 
the  gulf  of  Persia,  and  round  Trapubau  to  this 
isUnd,^  which,  according  to  his  idea,  lay  opposite 
to  the  extreme  end  of  Asia,  for  sudi  he  firmly 
believed  the  bland  of  Cuba. 

It  is  prnbable  tlial  Columbus  gave  free  license 
to  his  imagination  in  ibese  conjectures,  which 
tended  to  throw  a  splendor  al>out  hia  enterprises, 
and  to  revive  the  languishing  interest  of  ihe  pub- 
lic. Grnnling,  however,  the  con'ectness  of  his 
opinion,  that  he  was  in  the  vicinity  of  Asia,  an 
IB  Ind.,  lib.  ii.  ««p.  13.    Charlevoix, 
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new  caravel,  the  Snnia  Crm,  being 
I  finished,  and  the  Nifift  repaireil,  Colum- 
1  made  every  arrangement  for  imme- 
diBle  departure,  anxious  to  be  freed  from  tlie 
growing  arrogaiioj  of  Aguado,  and  to  relieve  the 
colony  from  n  crew  of  factious  and  discontcoled 
men.  He  ufipDiiilecI  his  brother,  Don  Dnrtholo- 
mi'w,  lo  liie  comranndof  the  inland,  with  the  title, 
which  he  had  already  girea  Ilim,  of  Adclantado  : 
in  ca^e  of  his  death,  he  ^ras  to  be  aucceeded  by 
hia  brother  Don  Diego. 

On  the  10th  of  March  the  two  caravels  set  sail 
for  Spain,  in  one  of  which  Columbus  embarked, 
and  in  the  other  Aguudo.  In  conseqaence  of  the 
orders  of  the  sovereigns,  all  those  who  could  be 
spared  from  the  island,  and  some  who  had  wives 
and  relatives  in  Spain  whom  they  wished  to  visit, 
relumed  iii  these  caravels,  which  were  crowded 
wiih  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  passengers,  the 
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■ick,   tlw    idle,  the  praflicate,  and   ihe    bet)Dt&. 
Kirer  ^lid  ■  more  rnnenble  and  disappdiainl  oi 
nura  fmin  A  Iftjui  .if  pmntiae. 

Tbrre  were    ibirrr    Indians  oIm  on   bonrd 


able  caciqiiK  Ciwtiaho.  t> 


jiin^  irhiun  were  tlie  oi 


f  bia  farothera.  omd  a 


o^liHW.  T)ie  iMirale  nf  \am  Paiiic 
[hftt  CoIiiiiiiiiiE  hnil  pminised  tlie  raiciifue  and  bis 
brother  til  resuin;  litem  tu  Uieir  miuiiry  and  ihe^ 
potrcr.  al\er  he  hnd  taken  them  tn  riaJt  Uie  King 
and  Qnncn  n^  Castilit.'  tl  is  pmbablt!  tlmt  by 
kind  LrcAtinent,  and  by  a  display  of  the  wandec* 
of  Spain  and  the  ernndenr  and  might  if  its  sot- 
ei^pw.  he  bnped  In  (nnqner  tlieir  enmitv  to  tJM 
Sjpwrinrila.  »nd  conved  tbcnt 
iCnimpniit  inwards  obtaiotng  li  Mcutc  m- 
able  dniuinicin  orer  the  blunit.  Caonutio. ! 
«*■  nl'  [hat  prciod  niiture.  of  wild  but  vigoroHS 
gmwtli.  which  can  itever  be  tjuned.  He  r«iiHUiaid 
a  Moody  and  dejected  capt>««.  He  had  loo  mich 
intdli^fmrc  not  to  perceive  that  bis  power  wns  fiir- 
%Kme  blMted.  bnl  he  retiiioeil  hia  hanghuness.  even 
in  tba  midM  of  his  despair. 

Bem^  an  yet,  bat  little  espenenceii  tn  tb« 
mvif^ation  if  thei-e  seas,  Colnmbus,  inSead  of 
Wdrkiag  a^  tn  the  tiortliward.  90  u  to  &II  in  widi 
the  tntrk  lit  westerly  winds,  took  an  itaaleLl^ 
owne  on  IcKring  the  inland.  The  cons«i|MBM 
wu,  (hU  alBKMt  ike  irbnte  of  his  voya^  waa  a 
totlaomeaad  Ia4iaw  atrt^ffle  agiiinet  the  tiade- 
mmCm  sn4  calma  wtndk  prevail  between  the  tmp- 
vm.     On  fiw  Mi(/  April  he  (band  hinMeU'  ^tiU 
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in  the  vicinity  of  the  Caribbee  Islands,  with  his 
crews  fatigued  and  sickly,  and  his  provisions  rap- 
idly diminishing.  He  bore  away  to  the  southward, 
therefore,  to  touch  at  the  most  important  of  those 
islands,  in  searcii  of  supplies. 

On  Saturday  the  9th,  he  anchored  at  ]Mariga- 
lante,  whence,  on  the  following  day,  he  made  sail 
for  Guadaloupe.  It  was  contrary  to  the  custom 
of  Columbus  to  weigh  anchor  on  Sunday  when 
in  port,  but  the  people  murmured,  and  observed, 
that  when  in  quest  of  food,  it  was  no  time  to 
stand  on  scruples  as  to  holy  days.^ 

Anchoring  off  the  island  of  Guadaloupe,  the 
boat  wjis  sent  on  shore  well  armed.  Before  it 
could  reach  tlie  laud,  a  large  number  of  females 
issued  from  the  woods,  armed  with  bows  and 
arrows,  and  decorated  with  tufts  of  feathers,  pre- 
paring to  oppose  any  descent  upon  their  shores. 
As  the  sea  wtis  somewhat  rough,  and  a  surf  broke 
upon  the  beach,  the  boats  remained  at  a  distance, 
and  two  of  the  Indians  from  Ilispaniola  swam  to 
shore.  Having  explained  to  those  Amazons  that 
the  Spaniards  only  sought  provisions,  in  exchange 
for  which  they  would  give  articles  of  great  value, 
the  women  referred  tliem  to  their  husbands,  who 
were  at  the  nortliern  end  of  the  is^land.  As  the 
boats  proceeded  thither,  numbers  of  the  natives 
were  seen  on  the  beach,  who  manifested  great  fe- 
rocity, shouting,  and  yelling,  and  discharging  flights 
of  arrows,  which,  however,  fell  far  short  in  the 
water.  Seeing  the  boats  approach  the  land,  they 
hid  themselves  in  the  adjacent  forest,  and  rushed 

^  Hist  del  Almirante,  cap.  62. 
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forth  with  hideous  cries  as  the  Spaniards  were 
landing.  A  discharge  of  lire-arjns  drove  tUeiD  to 
the  woods  and  mouulaiuH,  and  the  boaU  met  with 
DO  further  opposiliun.  Entering  ihe  deserted  httbi- 
tatioDs,  the  Spaniards  began  to  plunder  and  de- 
Btroy,  contrary  to  the  invariable  injunctions  of  th6 
admiral.  Among  other  articles  found  in  these 
houses,  were  honey  and  wax,  whiuh  Herrera  sup- 
posea  had  been  brought  from  Terra  Pinna,  «B  then 
roving  people  collected  the  productioiis  of  distant 
regions  in  the  course  of  their  expeditions.  Fer- 
nando ColumbuH  menlions  likewise  that  there  m 
hnteheCs  of  iron  in  their  houses;  these,  however,  ' 
must  have  been  made  of  a  species  of  hard  imd 
lieavy  stouc,  alrendy  mentioned,  which  resemhlfid 
iron ;  or  they  must  hare  been  procured  from  plBoes 
which  the  SpauiRrds  had  previously  visited,  as  it 
is  fuUy  admitted  that  uo  iron  wns  in  use  among 
the  Dulives  prior  to  the  discovery.  The  Bulon 
also  reported  that  in  one  of  the  houses  they  found 
the  arm  of  u  mtin  roasting  on  a  spit  before  the 
fire ;  but  tliese  (acts,  so  repugnant  to  humaiutjr, 
require  more  solid  itutliority  to  be  credited ;  the 
sailors  bad  committed  wanton  devastations  ja  these 
dweliings,  and  may  have  sought  a  pretext  with 
whieh  to  justify  tlieir  maraudings  to  the  admirsh 
While  some  of  the  people  were  getting  wood 
and  water,  and  making  eassnva  bread,  Columboa 
dispatched  forty  men,  well  armed,  to  explore  the 
interior  of  Ihe  island.  They  returned  on  the  fol- 
lowing day  witli  1en  women  and  three  boys.  The 
women  were  of  large  and  powerful  form,  yet  of 
great  agility.     They  were  naked,  and  wore  their 
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longf  hnir  flowing  loose  upon  their  Btiouldcrs  ;  some 
decoraled  their  heads  with  plumes  of  varioue 
colors.  Among  ihem  was  the  wife  of  a  cnciqiie, 
a  woman  of  great  strenglh  and  proud  spirit.  On 
the  appronch  of  the  SpHniardx.  she  had  fled  with 
an  Bgility  which  soon  left  all  her  piirsuera  far 
behind,  excepting  a  native  of  the  CHnary  Islands 
remarkable  for  switinesa  of  foot.  She  would  have 
escaped  even  from  him,  hut,  perceiving  thnt  he 
was  alone,  and  far  from  hin  companions,  »he 
turned  suddenly  upon  him,  seized  him  with  aston- 
ishing iotee,  and  would  have  strangled  him,  had 
not  (he  Spanianls  arrived  and  taken  her  entangled 
lite  a  hawk  with  her  prey.  The  warlike  spirit  of 
these  Carib  women,  and  the  drc^mslance  of  fliid- 
ing  them  in  armed  baiide,  defending  their  shores, 
during  the  absence  of  their  husbands,  led  Colum- 
bus repeatedly  into  the  erroneous  idea,  that  certain 
of  these  islands  were  inhabited  entirely  by  norocD ; 
for  which  error,  as  has  already  been  observed,  he 
was  prepared  by  the  stories  of  Marco  Polo  con- 
cerning an  island  of  Amneons  near  the  coast  of 
Asia. 

Having  remained  several  days  at  the  island, 
and  prepared  three  weeks'  supply  of  bread,  Co- 
lunibus  pi-epared  to  make  sail.  As  Guadaloiipi- 
was  the  most  important  of  the  Caribbee  Islands, 
and  in  a  manner  the  portal  or  entrance  to  all  the 
rest,  he  wished  to  secure  the  friendship  of  the 
inhabitants.  He  dismissed,  therefore,  all  the 
prisoners,  with  many  presents,  to  com[>enBale  for 
the  spoil  and  injury  which  had  been  done.  The 
female  cacique,  however,  declined  going  on  shore. 
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preferring  lo  rein^n  and  accompany  the  hhIivm  I 
of  HispnujoU  wlio  were  on  board,  keeping  • 
her  also  n  young  daughter.  She  had  conceived  I 
a  passion  for  Caonabo,  hiiving  found  out  llutt  ha  | 
was  a  unlive  of  the  (Juc'ibbee  Islands, 
character  and  story,  gathered  from  the  other  I 
Indians,  had  won  the  aympalhy  and  admiration  ( 
of  this  iuin^pid  woman.' 

Leaving  Guaduloupe  on  the  20th  of  Apnl,  and 
keeping  iu  alxtut  the  twenty-second  degree  of 
hitilude,  the  caravels  again  worked  their  way 
against  the  whole  current  of  the  Irade-wtnds, 
itisomucb,  tlittt,  on  the  :20lh  of  May,  after  a 
month  of  great  fatigue  and  toil,  they  had  yet  a 
great  part  of  their  voyage  lo  make.  The  pn>- 
viaions  were  already  so  rediiixd,  Ihnt  Colutnbua 
bad  lo  put  every  one  on  a  daily  allowance  of  six 
ounces  of  bread  aud  a  pint  and  a  half  of  water: 
as  they  advanced,  the  scarcity  grew  more  and 
more  severe,  and  was  rendered  more  appalling 
trom  the  uncertainty  wliicli  prevailed  on  board 
the  vesseb  as  to  their  situation.  There  \ 
several  pilots  in  the  caravels ;  but  being  chiefly  | 
accustomed  to  tbe  navigation  of  the  Med~ 
I'anean  or  the  Atlantic  coasts,  they  were  nllertj  I 
confounded,  and  lost  all  reckoning  when  troveta- 
ing  the  broad  ocean.  Every  one  had  a  s^karata 
opinion,  and  none  heeded  that  of  tlie  admiral. 
By  the  beginning  of  June  there  was  an  absoluta 
famine  on  board  of  the  ehips.  In  the  extremity 
of  their  suffei'inga,  while  death  stared  them  in  the 
face,  it  WHS  praposed  by  some  of  tlie  Spaniarda, 

'  Hisl.  del  Almiranle,  cap.  B3. 
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as  a  desperate  alterDative,  that  they  should  kill 
and  eat  their  Indian  prisoners ;  others  suggested 
that  they  should  throw  them  into  the  sea,  as  so 
many  expensive  and  useless  mouths.  Nothing 
but  the  absolute  authority  of  Columbus  prevented 
this  last  counsel  from  being  adopted.  He  repre- 
sented that  the  Indians  were  their  fellow-beings, 
some  of  them  Christians  like  themselves,  and  all 
entitled  to  similar  treatment.  He  exhorted  them 
to  a  little  patience,  assuring  them  that  they  would 
soon  make  land,  for  that,  according  to  his  reckon- 
ing, they  were  not  far  from  Cape  St  Vincent 
At  this  all  scoffed,  for  they  believed  themselv^ 
yet  far  from  their  desired  haven ;  some  affirming 
that  they  were  in  the  English  Channel,  others 
that  they  were  approaching  Grallida ;  when  Co- 
lumbus, therefore,  confident  in  his  opinion,  ordered 
that  sail  should  be  taken  in  at  night,  lest  they 
should  come  upon  the  land  in  the  dark,  there  was 
a  general  murmur ;  the  men  exclaiming  that  it 
was  better  to  be  cast  on  shore,  than  to  starve  at 
sea.  The  next  morning,  however,  to  their  great 
joy,  they  came  in  sight  of  the  very  land  which 
Columbus  had  predicted.  From  this  time,  he 
was  regarded  by  the  seamen  as  deeply  versed  in 
the  mysteries  of  the  ocean,  and  almost  oracular 
in  matters  of  navigation.^ 

On  the  11th  of  June,  the  vessels  anchored  in 
the  bay  of  Cadiz,  after  a  weary  voyage  of  about 
three  months.  In  the  course  of  this  voyage,  the 
unfortunate  Caonabo  expired.  It  is  by  the  mere 
casual  mention  of  contemporary  writers,  that  we 

1  Hist,  del  Almirante,  cap.  63. 
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own  wild  native  heroines,  to  sympathize  in  his 
misfortunes.  All  his  importance  vanished  with 
his  freedom ;  scarce  any  mention  is  made  of  him 
during  his  captivity,  and  with  innate  qualities  of 
a  high  and  heroic  miture,  he  perished  with  the 
obscurity  of  one  of  the  vulgar. 
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When  the  raotley  crowd  at  miiriners  and  adven- 
turers wlio  hud  ombtti-ked  with  eiioh  siiiigiiiiio 
expeet.ilioiw  Innded  from  ibe  vessela  in  the  port 
of  Cniliz,  in.tlcnd  of  a  jojrous  crew  boundirig  on 
shore  fliislied  witli  suci'eBB,  aiid  litilun  with  llio 
Epoik  of  the  golileii  Indies,  a  fteble  trHin  of 
wretched  men  crawled  forth,  emaciutcd  by  tho 
discH^es  of  llie  colony  nnd  the  hardships  uf  ihe 
voyagL',  who  Cftrried  in  their  yellow  coiiiilenH(iW!B, 
says  nn  old  writer,  a  mockery  of  thai  gold  which 
had  Iweii  ilie  object  of  tlieir  searcli,  and  who  had 
DOlliiiig  lo  relate  of  the  Xew  World,  but  titles  of 
sickne.-v.  poverty,  and  disup])oinlment. 

CoIiirnbuH  endeavored,  its  mucli  ns  posniblu,  to 
oountentct  these  uufavoruble  iippeanincea,  and  (o 
revive  the  langnUhiog  enlhusiiism  of  the  public. 
He  dwelt  npon  the  importance  of  liia  nrcent  dis- 
coveries  along  the  confit  of  Cuba,  where,  lu  liu 
snppo»cd,  he  had  arrived  nearly  lo  the  Aurea 
CherMTiesus  of  the  ancients,  bordering  on  noma 
of  the  richest  provinces  of  Asin.  Atiuve  nil,  he 
boHSieil  of  bis  discovery  of  the  iibuixlunt  niineMun 
the  floiith  side  of  Hispaniula,  wLieh  he  pcraunded 
himseif  were  thoae  of  ilie  ancient  Ophir.  The 
public  listened  to  the?e  nceonnts  triib  sneering 
iacredulily ;  or  if,  (iir  a  moinenl,  a  little  excite- 
meni  wif  occasioned,  it  waa  quickly  deairuyed 
by  p:)nomy  pictures  drawn  by  disappointed  ailven- 
Urera. 

Ill  the  lurbor  of  Cadiz  CulumbuH  found  llir«e 
ovBTeU,  contoMndei)  by  Pedro  Akiuiu  Killu,  «n 
the  poiol  of  sailing  witb  supplies  for  tlie  colony. 
Tieariy  a  ye«r  bad  eUpaed  wilbool  aaj  rvlief  of 
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0»  kind  t  liiur  orarel*  wbicb  bad  tailed  in  the 
prMeding  Jtauiuy  having  beea  toet  on  the  ooasl 
«r  ibe  PeniiiMjIa.'  Haring  read  the  rny»I  letters 
sml  dispnlcbrTt  of  which  NlKo  was  the  bearer, 
MmI  Utiu^  iafumied  «f  ihe  wiahes  of  the  loser- 
eigiMr  •>  well  aa  uT  the  8t«te  of  the  public  mind, 
Columbu  wrote  by  ibis  opportunilj',  urging  the 
AdeUntwlo,  to  endeavor,  bj  every  means,  to  bring 
Ibe  ialauil  iuto  a  peaceful  and  prodactive  Male, 
l^ipcacing  all  dUcanfents  aad  conunotioas,  and 
Kiziiig  and  Bending  to  Spain  all  cactqnea,  or 
tbaii  MibjeciA,  who  Bbould  be  ooocenied  in  Uw 
deaths  of  Biiy  of  ibe  colonials.  He  recommeoded 
the  DMiet  nnremittiiig  diligence  in  exploring  and 
working  the  mioea  recently  disoorered  on  the 
river  Uaynu,  and  (hat  a  place  ehould  be  choeen 
in  the  ueighborhood,  and  a  seapon  foonded. 
Ve/lru  AluiiKo  Nifio  eel  »ail  with  the  thiee  cara- 
*eb  on  llie  17lli  of  June. 

Tiding*  of  the  arrivol  of  Columbiis  baring 
reached  the  Mivereigna,  be  received  a  gracious 
letter  from  them,  daled  at  Almazeu.  12th  July, 
I49G,  congraiulating  bini  on  bis  safe  return,  and 
invitiitg  him  to  court  wlien  he  should  have  recov- 
ered from  the  fatigues  of  his  voyage.  The  kind 
lermd  in  wbicb  iliia  letter  was  couched  were  cal- 
culated lo  reaMure  the  heart  of  Colambos,  nbo, 
ever  xinee  the  tnisaion  of  Ibe  am^ont  Aguado.  bad 
conviden.'d  himself  out  of  favor  wiih  the  sovw- 
eigoa,  HPid  fallen  into  diagmce.  As  a  proof  of 
the  dtjection  of  bia  spirits,  we  are  told  that  when 
be  BUid*  bis  appearance  ibia  time  in  Spain,  he 
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was  dsil  in  a  humble  ^rb,  resembiinf;  in  form 
and  color  the  habit  of  a  Frftociscan  rnuiik.  simply 
girded  with  u  cord,  and  that  he  had  suffered  liis  . 
bcnrd  to  grow  like  the  brethren  of  that  order.^ 
This  was  probably  in  fulfillmetil  of  some  peniten- 
tial vow  made  in  a  inonient  of  danger  or  despon- 
dency—  a.  custom  prevalent  in  tho$e  days,  and 
frequently  observed  by  Columbus.  It  betokened, 
however,  much  humility  and  depression  of  spirit, 
and  aflbrded  a  striking  contrast  to  his  tippenrance 
on  bis  former  triiimphiuil  return.  He  was  doomed, 
in  fact,  to  yield  repeated  examples  of  the  reverses 
to  whicii  ilioae  are  subject  who  have  once  launched 
from  the  safe  shores  of  ob<curify  on  the  fluctuating 
waves  of  popular  opinion. 

However  indifferent  Columbus  might  be  to  his 
own  persotinl  appearance,  he  was  anxious  to  keep 
alive  the  interest  in  his  discoveries,  fearing  con- 
tiuually  that  tlie  indifference  awakening  towards 
bim  might  impede  their  accomplishment.  On  his 
way  to  Burgos,  therefore,  where  the  sovereigns 
e  expected,  he  miide  a  studious  display  of  the 
i  and  treasures  which  he  had  brought 
from  tlie  New  World.  Among  tliese  were  collars, 
bracelets,  anklets,  and  coronets  of  gold,  (he  spoils 
s  caciques,  and  which  were  considered  as 
trophies  won  from  barbaric  princes  of  tlie  rich 
s  of  Asia,  or  the  islands  of  the  Indian  seas. 
It  is  a  proof  of  the  petty  islnndnrd  by  which  the 
sublime  discovery  of  Columbus  was  iilready 
estioiated,  that  he  bad  lo  resort  to  this  manage- 
t  lo  dazzle  the  gross  perceptions  of  the  mul- 
titude by  the  mere  glare  of  gold. 
1  Cun  ds  Ida  Palaclu,  cap.  131.    Oviedo,  lib.  il.  oatp.  18. 
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hail  a  transient  effect  on  the  minds  of  the  sover- 
eigns, they  were  too  conscious  of  tlie  great  deaeria 
of  Coluniliiis,  the  extraordinary  difficulties  of  his 
siluntion.  iiot  to  lolt^ntte  what  the;  may  have  con- 
sidered errors  on  his  part. 

Eiicoumged  by  the  favorHble  eounteiiiuice  be 
experienced,  and  by  the  interest  with  which  the 
sovereigns  liateneil  to  his  account  of  his  recent 
voyage  along  the  coast  of  Cuba,  and  the  discovery 
of  the  mines  of  Huvdb,  which  he  fuiled  not  to 
represent  as  the  Ophir  of  the  ancients,  Coluinbas 
now  proposed  a  further  enterprise,  by  which  he 
praniised  to  malte  yet  more  extensive  discoveries, 
and  to  annex  Terra  Firma  to  their  dominiont. 
For  ihia  purpose  he  asked  eight  ships ;  two  to  be 
dispntched  to  the  ishind  of  Hiapanioln  with  sup- 
plies, the  remaini[ig  six  to  be  put  under  hia  com- 
mand for  a  voyage  of  discovery.  The  sovereigns 
readily  promised  to  comply  with  his  request,  and 
were  probably  sincere  in  llieir  intentions  to  do  so, 
bat  in  the  performance  of  their  promise  Columbus 
was  doomed  to  meet  with  intolerable  delay  ;  partly 
in  consequence  of  the  operution  of  public  events, 
portly  in  consequence  of  the  intrigues  of  men  in 
office,  —  the  two  great  influences  which  are  con- 
tinually diverting  and  defeating  the  desigtis  of 
princes. 

The  reiiources  of  Spaiu  were,  at  this  moment, 
uaked  to  the  atmwt  by  the  nmbilion  of  Ferdi- 
nand, who  lavished  all  his  revenues  in  warlike  ex- 
penses and  in  subsidies.  While  miuntainiug  a 
contest  of  deep  Mid  artful  policy  with  France,  with 
tlie  nLiiiiuUe  aiin  of  gneping  tbe  sceptre  of  Naples, 
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he  m»  hjrin^  tbe  fimiiii>ctoii  of  »  wile  and  power- 
Tul  otDiieetioa  hj  [fae  nuuriagn  of  ibe  rayiil  cfaO- 


onie  UMse  tfuu  fHmilj  aDumce,  wltirfa  aflermmfa 
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While  s  I«i^  army  was  nwijiftuneii  ia  Itilv. 
under  Cionulvo  of  Cordova,  kt  assist  tfae  king  of 
NaplM  IB  reeocering  hi^  throae.  of  whicb  be  Imj 
been  sodifenlj  diapoasea^  by  Cluiies  VIIL  al 
France,  otii^  a 


tien  of  Spain,  which  n 


e  reqaired  oi 
«  meaaced  witha  Ficndk 
iBVBflian.  SqpadrDBS  alao  had  to  be  enplnyvd 
far  llw  Hfegnnni  of  the  Med(t»nneaa  and  At- 
iMMie  moiiu  of  the  PemBmia,  while  k  ma^fioHit 
aaada  of  ■pwarda  of  a  hnodreil  ships,  havi^ 
«a  board  iweotj  ibooHBd  persons,  maaj  of  them 
of  the  firat  not^^,  was  itepatcfaed  to  caatoj  the 
PrineeM  JiiaDft  to  Flanders,  to  be  marned  to 
Philip,  Aroluliike  of  AoMria.  and  to  bring  hade 
In*  stiter  Uargarica,  the  deMined  bride  of  PriBea 

These  wideljr-exiMided  operations,  both  of  war 
■od  amity,  put  all  the  lanil  and  naral  farcea  into 
r^qdiiitiun-  Tbej  drained  the  royal  treasiuj, 
and  engroMed  the  thoughts  of  the  soTereigoo, 
obtiging  them  abo  to  journey  from  place  to  |dace  id 
their  domintons.  With  luch  cares  of  an  immediate 
and  botnefelt  nalnre  preasing  upon  their  mitida, 
the  distant  enlerprues  of  Colnmbaa  were  easily 
DCglected  or  postponed.  They  had  hitherto  beea 
•norces  of  expeR*e  instead  of  pro6t :  and  there 
were  artful  ooonaelora  ever  retdy  to  whisper  in 
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the  ToytA  ear,  tbat  they  were  likely  1< 
so.  Whni,  in  the  Rmbitioiis  eyes  of  Ferdinand, 
was  the  acqiiiaition  of  a  number  of  wild,  uncul- 
tivftted,  and  distant  islands  to  Umt  of  the  briUJani 
domnin  of  Naples ;  or  the  intercourse  with  naked 
and  barbftroua  jirinces  lo  that  of  an  alliance  with 
the  most  potent  sovereigns  of  Christendom  ?  Co- 
lumbus had  the  morlifioalion,  therefore,  to  see 
armies  levied  and  squadrons  employed  in  idle 
contests  about  a  little  point  of  territory  in  Europe, 
and  a  vast  armada  of  iipwardii  of  a  hundreil  sail 
destined  to  the  ostentatious  service  of  convoying 
a  royal  bride,-  while  he  vainly  solicited  a  few 
caravels  to  prosecute  liis  discovery  of  d    world. 

At  lenglli.  in  the  autumn,  six  millions  of  mar- 
nvedis  were  ordered  to  be  advanced  to  Columbus 
for  the  equipment  of  his  promised  squaiirou.' 
Just  as  the  sum  was  about  to  be  delivered,  a  letter 
was  received  from  Pedro  Alonzo  Nino,  who  had 
arrived  at  Cadiz  with  his  three  caravels,  on  his 
return  from  the  island  of  Ilispaniola.  Instead  of 
proceeding  lo  court  in  person,  or  forwarding  the 
dispBtohes  of  the  Adelantado,  he  had  gone  to  visit 
his  family  at  Uuelva,  taking  the  dispatches  with 
him,  and  merely  writing  in  a  vaunlicig  style,  that 
he  had  a  great  amount  of  gold  ou  board  his  ships.^ 

This  was  triumphant  intelligence  to  Columbus, 
who  immediately  conclnded  that  the  new  mines 
were  iu  operation,  and  the  treasures  of  Ophir 
about  lo  be  realized.     The  letter  of  Niuo,  how- 


'  EquimlenI  to  »iyhly->i 
X  (loltlrB  of  Ibe  present  i 
'  Iju  Cuas,  RiBt.  Ind., 
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relieved  from  these  concerns  of  a  tender  and  f\*y 
mestic  nature,  entered  into  the  affaint  of  the  NV;«r 
TVorld  with  a  spirit  that  showed  she  was  fletcr- 
mined  to  place  them  upon  a  snljstantial  fiiundfttion, 
as  well  as  clearly  to  define  the  powers,  hw\  nv 
ward  the  services  of  Columbus.  To  hiir  protw.'t- 
ing  zeal  all  the  provisions  in  favor  of  Oihiinhus 
must  be  attributed;  for  the  king  began  Ut  IfjtM 
coldly  on  him,  and  the  royal  counselors,  wl»f# 
had  most  influence  in  the  affairs  of  the  In^lies, 
were  his  enemies. 

Various  royal  ordinances  dated  about  this  tim« 
manifest  the  generous  and  considerate  diffpositi/m 
of  the  queen.  The  rights,  privileges,  ami  dig- 
nities granted  to  Columbus  at  Santa  F^  were 
again  confirmed ;  a  track  of  laml  in  Hispaniola, 
fifty  leagues  in  length,  and  tweDty-Ave  in  brearltht 
was  offered  to  him  with  tlie  title  of  duke  or 
marques'^  This,  however,  Crilambas  ha/l  the 
forbearance  to  decline ;  he  observer!  that  it  wr>nbl 
only  increai^  the  envy  which  was  alrearly  ^>  v\r* 
ulent  against  him,  and  would  cause  new  miArep- 
resentatious ;  as  he  shouM  Ije  accuse^l  of  paying 
more  attention  to  the  settlement  and  imprr^ve^ 
ment  of  his  own  possessions^  than  of  any  f^\t*sr 
part  of  the  isLimL^ 

A^  the  expenses  of  the  ex^eHhuAA  bad  hitSt^^rUf 
far  exceeded  the  returns.  0>lumbwt  \ntd  iwiarTtA 
debt  rather  than  rea^fed  profit  frr^n  the  n\»strK  be 
had  been  permittee!  to  take  in  them ;  be  was  re* 
lieved.  therefore,  from  his  otiigatioci  to  bear  aii 
eigfalh  part  of  the  coat  of  the  pttit  eitterpriMt,  «J> 
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FOE   A   THIRD   VOYAGE,— DISAPPOINT- 
MENTS AMD  DBLATS. 

[1497.] 

UaI/^T  was  not  uniil  Ihe  following  Bpring  of 
racEn  1497.  Hint  tlie  concerns  of  Columbos. 
itf*«C3  and  of  the  New  World,  begau  to  recein 

serious  ailentioD  from  the  sovereigns.  The  fleet 
had  returned  from  Flanders  with  the  Frincest 
Margarita  of  Anetrifl.  Her  nuptials  with  Priooe 
Jnan,  the  heir~apparent,  had  been  celebrated  at 
Burgos,  Ihe  capital  of  Old  Castile,  with  extraor- 
diiuu-y  splendor.  All  the  grandees,  the  diguila- 
ries,  and  chivalry  of  Spiiiu,  together  with  Rmbu- 
sadors  fi-om  the  principal  poteutales  of  ChriaUD- 
dom,  were  assembled  oa  the  occasion.  Borgot 
was  fur  some  time  a  scene  of  chivalrous  pageuit 
and  courtly  revel,  and  the  whole  kiugdoin  cele- 
brated, with  great  rej<iLetug8,  this  powerful  alli- 
ance, wliich  seemed  to  iiisura  to  the  Spanish  sov* 
ereigna  a  continuance  of  their  extraonlinaiy 
prosperity. 

In  the  midst  of  these  festivities,  Isabella,  whose 
maternal  heart  had  recently  been  engrossed  by 
the  mamages  of  her  children,  now  that  she 
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hiTetl  tram  these  coDCCmji  of  a  teuHer  KaA  <lo- 
Miio  imtiire,  eol«re<l  inlo  the  afrturs  of  the  New 
Vbrld  with  a  spirit  that  ahotved  she  wtis  detcr- 
"Ii^ned  to  place  them  upon  a  subaia.utia]  romiclntJoii, 
U  well  as  clearly  to  define  the  powers,  aiid  re- 
ward the  services  of  Colutnhus.  To  her  proiecl- 
ing  leal  all  the  provisiuiiB  in  favor  of  Coliiiiibus 
must  be  aliributed ;  for  ibe  king  begun  to  look 
coldly  on  him,  and  the  royal  counselor;^,  who 
had  niMt  infliience  tii  the  aflairs  of  the  Indies, 
were  hU  enemies. 

Various  royal  ordinances  dated  about  this  time 
JBmuifest  the  generous  and  considerate  dispoailion 
ibe  igueeu.  The  rights,  privileges,  nnd  dig- 
IHties  granted  to  Columbus  at  Santa  F^,  were 
_  n  confirmed ;  a  track  of  lond  in  Hispunioln, 
fty  leagues  in  length,  nnil  twenty-five  in  brcndlh, 
i  ofiered  to  him  with  the  title  of  duke  or 
tDBrqueoq.  Thi?,  however,  Columbus  hnil  the 
fi»-besTBnce  to  decline  ;  he  observed  that  it  would 
jDOly  increaj«  the  envy  which  was  already  so  vii^ 
t  agwiust  him,  and  would  cause  new  misrep- 
^WQObltions ;  as  be  should  be  accused  of  payiug 
x«  attention  to  the  settlement  and  imprave- 
ml  of  his  own  possessions,  than  of  any  other 
rt  of  the  ialnnd.' 

As  the  expenses  of  llie  eicpediiions  had  hillierto 
'  r  exceeded  the  returns,  Columbus  liiid  incurred 
%  ntther  than  renped  profit  from  the  shai'e  he 
nd  been  permitted  to  tnke  in  them;  he  wiv;  re- 
nted, therefore,  from  hia  obligation  to  bear  an 
plehib  part  of  the  cost  of  the  past  enterprises,  ez- 
>  Lu  Cuiu,  HJM.  lud.,  Ub.  i.  cup.  123. 
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oepting  the  sum  which  he  had  advanced  lowarda 
the  flrat  voyage ;  at  the  same  time,  liowever,  he 
was  not  to  claim  any  share  of  what  had  hiilierto 
been  brouglit  from  the  island.  For  llti'ee  ensuing 
years  be  was  to  be  allowed  an  eighth  of  ihe  groM 
proceeds  of  every  vi»yage,  utid  an  oddiliotiul  tenth 
after  the  costs  had  been  deducled.  After  the  ex- 
piration of  the  three  years,  the  original  terms  o{ 
agreement  were  to  be  resumed. 

To  gratify  his  honorable  ambition  also,  and  to 
perpetuate  '\a  his  family  the  distinction  gained  bj 
bis  illuslrioue  deeds,  he  was  allowed  the  right  of 
establishing  a  mayorazgo,  or  perpetual  entail  of 
bis  estates,  so  that  they  might  always  descend 
with  his  titles  of  nobility.  This  he  shortly  after 
exercised  in  a  solemn  testament  executed  at  Seville 
in  the  early  part  of  1498.  by  which  he  devised  his 
estates  to  his  own  male  descendatits,  and  ou  their 
failure,  to  the  male  descendants  of  his  brothers, 
and  in  default  of  male  heirs,  to  the  females  of  his 
lineage. 

The  heir  was  always  to  bear  the  arms  of  the 
admiral,  to  seal  with  them,  to  sign  with  his  signa- 
ture, and  in  signing,  never  to  use  any  other  title 
than  simply  "  TJie  Admiral,"  whatever  other  titles 
might  be  given  him  by  the  king,  and  used  by  him 
on  other  occasions.  Such  was  the  noble  pride 
with  which  he  valued  this  title  of  his  real  great- 

lu  this  testament  he  made  ample  provision  for 
his  brother,  the  Adelantiido,  his  son  Fernando, 
and  his  brother  Diin  Diego,  the  last  of  whom,  he 
inlimales,  had  a  desire  to  enter  into  ecclesiastical 
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life.  He  ordered  that  a  tenth  part  of  the  reve- 
uiies  Hriaing  from  tbe  mayorazgo  sliould  be  devo- 
ted to  pious  and  charitable  purposes  and  in  re- 
lieving nil  poor  pereona  of  his  liiienge.  He  made 
provisions  for  the  giving  of  marriage  portions  to 
to  the  poor  females  of  hia  family.  He  ordered 
llmt  a  murrieil  person  of  his  kindred  who  had 
been  born  in  Ills  native  city  of  Genoa,  should  be 
mainliiined  there  in  competence  and  respectability, 
by  way  of  keeping  a  domicile  for  the  family 
there ;  and  he  commanded  whoever  should  in- 
lieril  the  mayomzgo,  nlways  to  do  everything  in 
his  power  for  the  honor,  prosperity,  and  increase 
of  the  city  of  Genoa,  provided  it  should  not  be 
contrary  lo  the  service  of  the  Church,  and  the  in- 
terest of  the  Spanish  crown.  Among  various 
other  provisions  in  this  will,  he  solemnly  provides 
for  hiB  favorite  scheme,  the  recovery  of  the  holy 
sepulchre.  He  orderii  his  son  Diego,  or  whoever 
else  may  inherit  hia  estate,  to  invest  from  time  to 
time  as  much  money  as  he  can  spare,  in  stock  in 
the  bank  of  St.  George  at  Genoa,  to  form  a  per- 
manent fund,  with  which  he  is  to  Bt»nd  ready  at 
any  time  to  follow  and  serve  the  king  in  the  con- 
quest of  Jerusalem.  Or  should  the  king  not  un- 
dertake such  an  enterprise,  then  when  the  funds 
have  accumulated  to  sufficient  amount,  to  set  on 
foot  a  crusade  at  his  own  charge  and  risk,  in 
hopes  that  seeing  his  determination,  the  sovereigns 
may  be  induced  either  to  adopt  the  undertaking, 
or  to  authorize  him  to  pursue  it  in  their  nHme. 

Beside  this  speciiil  undertaking  for  the  Calholio 
faith,  he  charges  his  heir,  in   case  there  should 
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Tlie  TRVor  shown  to  Columbus  wan  extended 
likowbe  to  his  fnmily.  The  titlua  «nd  prerog- 
atives of  AJeUntndo,  with  which  he  hud  invested 
his  brother  Dou  Bartholomew,  hud  aX  first  awak- 
ened the  diiipleai^ure  of  the  king,  who  jealously 
reserved  nil  high  dignities  of  the  kind  to  be 
granted  osclnsively  by  the  crown.  By  n  royal 
letter,  the  office  was  now  conferred  upon  Don 
Bartholomew,  ns  if  through  spontaneous  lavor  of 
the  sovereigns,  no  iilhiaion  being  mode  to  his 
having  previously  enjoyed  it. 

While  all  these  measni'es  were  taken  for  the 
immediute  gratification  of  Columbus,  others  were 
adopted  for  the  iulereais  of  the  colony.  Per- 
mission was  granted  him  to  take  out  three 
hundred  and  thirty  persons  in  royal  pay,  of  whom 
forty  were  to  be  escuderos  or  servania,  one  hun- 
dred foot-soldiers,  thirty  sailors,  thirty  ship-boys, 
twenty  minen,  fifty  husbandmen,  ten  gardeners, 
twenty  mechanics  of  varitins  kinds,  and  thirty 
femnlcs.  He  was  subsequently  permitted  to  in* 
crease  the  number,  if  he  thought  proper,  to  five 
hnudred;  but  the  additional  individuals  were  to 
be  paid  out  of  the  produce  and  merchandise  of 
the  colony.  He  was  likewise  authorized  to  grant 
lands  to  all  such  as  were  disposed  la  cultivate  vine- 
yards, orchards,  sugar  plnntntiona,  or  to  form  any 
other  rural  establishments,  on  condition  that  they 
should  reside  as  householders  on  the  island  for 
Ibnr  years  ader  such  grant ;  and  that  all  the 
brazil-wood  and  precious  metals,  found  on  their 
lands,  should  be  reserved  to  the  crown. 

Nor  were  the  interests  of  the  unhappy  natives 
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fbrgotlCD  \}j  the  compnssionale  tieiirt  of  l»:ibella. 
Notwitlitlanding  the  aoiiUiama  b^  wliicli  llieir  sub- 
jeclion  and  serviiucle  were  rnade  mutlera  of  avil 
and  divine  right,  niid  Boiictiuued  by  tlie  politick! 
prelates  of  the  dnjr,  Isabella  alwayn  cousenled 
wilb  the  greatest  reluctance  lo  the  slavery  even 
of  those  who  were  takuci  in  open  warfare  ;  while 
her  utmost  solicitude  was  exertud  to  protect  the 
anoSending  part  of  iIiia  helpless  and  devuted 
race.  She  ordered  thai  ihe  greatest  care  should 
be  takea  of  their  religious  iustniclion,  aud  tbe 
greatest  leniency  shown  in  collecting  the  tributes 
imposed  upon  them,  with  all  possible  indulgence 
to  defidcalors.  In  fact,  the  injunctions  given  with 
respect  lo  the  trentment  botli  of  Indians  and 
Spaniards,  are  the  only  indicstious,  in  the  royat 
edicts,  of  any  impression  having  been  made  by 
the  complmnts  against  Columbus  of  severiiy  in 
his  government.  It  was  gener&Uy  recommended 
by  the  sovereigns,  that,  whenever  the  public 
safety  did  not  re<inirQ  stem  measures,  there 
should  be  manifested  a  disposition  to  lenity  and 
easy  rule. 

When  every  intention  was  thus  shown  on  the 
part  of  the  crown  to  dispatch  the  espedilioii  to 
the  colony,  uiiexpi-cled  difficulties  arose  on  the 
part  of  the  public.  The  charm  was  dispelled 
which,  in  the  preceding  voyage,  had  made  every 
adventurer  crowd  into  the  service  of  Cotnmhus. 
An  odium  liud  been  industriously  thrown  upon 
his  enterprises;  and  his  new-found  world,  instead 
of  a  region  of  weultli  and  delight,  was  considered 
n  land  of  poverty  and   disaster.     There  was  a 
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difficulty  in  procuring  either  sliiji?  or  men  for  the 
voyage.  To  remedy  the  firBt  of  these  (Jefielencies, 
ono  of  those  arbitrary  orJers  was  issued,  so  oppo- 
site lo  our  present  idena  of  wimrnercial  policy, 
empowering  the  officers  of  Ihe  crown  to  press  into 
the  service  whatever  sliipa  they  might  judge 
suitable  for  the  propoised  expeilition,  together 
with  their  masters  and  pilots ;  and  lo  fix  such 
price  for  their  remuiierHiiou,  as  the  officers 
should  deem  just  and  reasonable.  To  supply  tlie 
It  of  voluntary  recruits,  a  mensure  was  adopted 
at  the  Buggesiion  of  Columbus,'  which  shows  the 
desperate  alternatives  to  whicb  he  was  reduced 
by  the  great  reactiou  of  public  seiitimeDt.  This 
was,  to  commute  the  sentences  of  criminals  con- 
demned to  banishment,  to  the  galleys,  or  to  the 
mines,  into  Iransportution  to  the  new  settlements, 
where  they  were  to  labor  in  the  public  service 
without  pay.  Those  whose  sentence  wns  banish- 
ment for  life,  to  be  transporled  for  ten  years; 
those  banished  for  a  specific  term,  to  be  tmns- 
porlcd  for  half  that  time.  A  general  pardon  was 
published  for  nil  malefactors  nl  large,  who  within 
a  cerlaiu  time  should  surrender  tliemselves  to  the 
admiral,  and  embark  for  the  c<jIoiiics ;  those  who 
had  committed  ofTenses  meriting  death,  to  serve 
for  two  years,  those  whose  misdeeds  were  of  a 
lighter  nature,  to  serve  for  one  year.*  Those 
only  were  excepted  from  this  indulgence  who  had 
committed  heresy,  treason,  coinin;;,  murder,  and 
.    other   specific    crimes.     This  pernicious 
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^  calculated  to  poison  the  population  of 
nu  infiint  roinmunily  nt  its  very  source,  u-as  a 
iriiitfQl  cause  of  trouble  to  Columliiis,  aiid  of 
misery  imd  deirimeut  to  the  colony.  It  Iwa  been 
frequently  adopted  by  vartouB  naiiong,  whose 
superior  experience  should  have  taught  them 
better,  and  liafi  proved  the  bane  of  many  a  rising 
i^ettlenient.  It  is  nBSiiredly  us  uunatand  lor  n 
metropohs  to  cjist  forth  iia  crimes  and  vices  upon 
it^  colonies,  as  it  would  be  for  a  pareui  wilfnlly 
\a  ingraft  disease  upon  his  childi'eu.  In  both 
insttiiices  the  obligalJon  of  nature  is  vitiated  ;  nor 
should  it  be  matter  of  surprise,  if  the  seeds  of 
evil  thus  sown  should  bring  furth  bitter  retribu- 

Not withstanding  all  these  riolenl  expedients, 
there  was  still  a  ruinous  delay  in  fitting  oat  the 
expedition.  This  is  partly  accounted  for  by 
changes  which  took  place  in  the  persons  appointed 
to  superintend  the  affairs  of  the  Indies.  These 
concerns  had  for  a  lime  been  consigned  to  Antouio 
de  Torres,  in  whose  name,  conjointly  with  that  of 
Columbus,  many  of  the  official  documents  had  been 
made  out.  In  cousequence  of  high  and  unreason- 
able demands  on  the  part  of  Toi'res,  he  was  re- 
moved from  office,  and  Juan  Rodrigueis  de  Pon- 
seca,  Bishop  of  Badajoz,  reinniBied-  Tlie  papere 
had,  therefore,  to  be  made  out  nuew,  and  fresh 
ooniracis  formed.  While  these  concerns  were 
tardily  attended  to,  the  queen  was  suddenly  over- 
whelmed with  affliction  by  the  death  of  her  only 
■on  Prince  Juan,  whose  nuptials  had  been  mIo* 
brated  with  such  splendor  in  the  spring.     It  was 
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the  first  of  a  series  or  domestic  cnlamities  whicli 
asjniled  tier  ntfeclionnle  liettrl,  aiid  overwhelmed 
ber  willi  affliction  for  the  remainder  of  liar  days. 
In  [he  mid^t  of  her  distress,  however,  nhe  still 
ihouglit  of  Columbus.  In  consequence  of  his 
urgent  represeutations  of  the  misery  to  (vhicb  the 
colony  must  be  reduced,  two  stiips  were  diH- 
pntched  in  the  beginning  of  1498,  under  the  com- 
mund  of  Fedro  Femikndez  Coronet,  freiglited  witb 
supplies.  The  necessary  funds  were  advHiiced  by 
the  queen  iicraolf,  out  of  the  moneys  intended  to 
form  the  endowment  of  her  duughter  Isabella,  then 
betrothed  to  Emanuel,  King  of  Portugal.  An  in- 
stance iif  her  kind  feeling  towurd  Columbus,  was 
also  evinced  in  the  time  of  her  affliction  :  his  two 
sons,  Diego  and  Fernando,  had  been  pages  lo  the 
deceased  prince ;  the  queen  now  look  them,  in  the 
same  capttcity,  into  her  own  service. 

With  ull  [his  zealous  disposition  on  the  part  of 
the  queen,  Columbus  still  met  with  the  most  in- 
jurious and  discouraging  delays  in  preparing  the 
six  remaining  vessels  for  hb  voyage.  His  cold- 
blooded enemy  Fonseoa,  having  the  superintend- 
ence of  Indian  aflhirs,  was  enabled  to  impede  and 
retard  all  his  plans.  The  various  petty  officers 
and  agents  employed  in  tlie  concerns  of  the  ar- 
TDBmeiit,  were  mauy  of  them  the  minions  of  the 
bishop,  and  knew  that  they  were  gratifying  him 
in  annoying  Columbus.  They  looked  upon  the 
latter  aa  a  man  declining  in  popularity,  who  might 
be  offended  with  impunity ;  they  scrupled  not, 
therefore,  to  tlirow  all  kinds  of  difficulties  in  hia 
path,  and  to  treat  him  occasionally  with  that  ar> 
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nigBDce  which  pettjr  and  ignoble  men  io  plue 
prone  Io  exercise. 

It  seem*  alnwt&t  incredible,  at  the  present 
thftt  snch  important  and  glorious  culerpri^es 
have  been  subject  (o  aui^h  despicable  moleKl 
Columbus  bore  ibem  all  with  sJleDt  indigni 
He  WAS  a  dtningcr  in  the  land  he  was  beiiefiting 
be  felt  tluil  tbc  popular  tide  was  setting  sguiust 
him,  and  thai  It  was  necesaarj  to  tolerate  manj 
present  grieTances  far  the  sake  of  effecting  b^ 
great  purposes.  So  wearied  and  disbearlene^ 
however,  did  he  become  \>j  the  impediments  oitf 
fullj  thrown  in  his  waj,  sod  so  disgusted  bj  t 
prejudices  of  the  fickle  public,  that  he  at  one  lir 
thought  of  abandoning  his  discoreriea  aitogethi 
He  was  chieitjr  induced  to  penerere  hj  hb  grato> 
ful  attachment  to  the  queen,  and  his  desire 
achieve  something  that  might  cheer  and  auim 
her  under  her  afflictions-^ 

At  length,  aAer  all  kinds  of  irritating  delaw 
the  six  vessels  were  fitted  for  sea,  though  it  wtts  r~ 
possible  to  conquer  the  popular  repugnance  to  i 
oerviiK  iufficicnily  to  enlist  the  allotted  num1 
of  men.  In  addition  to  the  persons  in  employ 
ready  entmierated,  a  ph^ician,  surgeon,  nndapotlU 
ecary  were  sent  out  for  the  relief  of  the  colony 
and  several  priests  to  replace  Friar  Boyle  a 
certain  of  his  discontented  bi^thren :  while 
onmber  of  musicians  were  embarked  by  the  i 
miral,  to  cheer  and  enliven  the  colunists, 
I  The  insolence  which  Columbus  had  snSei 
hftom  the  miaioiu  of  Fonaeca  throughout  this  h 
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protracted  time  of  preparation,  harassed  tiim  to 
the  last  TDomeat  of  his  EOJourD  in  Spaia,  mid  fol- 
lowed hiiu  to  the  very  water's  edg;e.  Among  the 
worthless  hirelings  who  had  annoyed  him,  the 
most  noisy  and  presuming  was  one  Ximeno  Bre- 
viesca,  treasurer  or  accountant  of  FoiiBeca.  He 
was  not  nn  old  Christian,  observes  the  vcnerahir 
Las  CoEBS  i  by  which  it  i*  to  be  understood  llmt 
he  was  either  a  Jew  or  a  Moor  converted  to  l!ie 
Catholic  faith.  He  had  an  impudent  front  and 
nn  unbridled  tongue,  and  echoing  the  senlimenls 
of  his  patron  the  bishop,  had  been  loud  in  his 
abuse  of  the  admiral  and  his  enterpriser.  The 
very  diiy  when  the  squadron  was  on  (he  point  of 
weighing  anchor,  Columbus  was  assailed  by  the 
iusoleijce  of  this  Ximeno,  either  oo  the  shore  when 
about  to  embark,  or  on  board  of  his  ship  where 
he  bad  just  entered.  In  the  hurry  of  the  moment, 
he  forgot  his  usual  self-command  ;  his  indignation, 
hitherto  repressed,  suddenly  burst  forth  ;  he  struck 
the  despicable  minion  to  the  ground,  and  kicked 
him  repeatedly,  venting  in  this  unguarded  par- 
oxysm, the  .accumulated  griefs  and  vexations 
which  had  long  rankled  in  his  mind.' 

Nothing  could  demonstrate  more  strongly  what 
Columbus  had  previously  suffered  from  the  mach- 
inations of  unworthy  men,  than  this  transport  of 
passion,  so  unusual  in  his  well-governed  temper. 
He  deeply  regretted  it,  and  in  a  letter  written 
some  lime  afterwards  to  the  sovereigns,  he  endeav- 
ored to  obviate  the  injury  it  might  do  him  in 
their  opinion,  through  the  exaggeration  and  false 


I 
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colotiog  of  bb  enemies.  Hia  apprehenaionB  were 
not  ill-fuumled,  for  Las  Casits  attribules  tlie  bnrail- 
inting  measures  Bhortly  afier  adopted  by  the  eov- 
ereigns  toward  Columbus  U>  ibe  unfavorable  ini- 
pressiou  produced  by  ihb  affair.  It  had  happened 
near  at  home,  ae  it  were,  under  the  very  eye  of 
the  sovereigns ;  it  spoltc,  Ilierefore,  more  quickly 
to  their  feelings  than  more  important  allegationa 
from  a  distance.  The  personal  casligatiou  of  n 
public  officer  was  represented  as  a  flagrant  instauce 
of  the  vindictive  tamper  of  Columbus,  and  a  oor- 
roboralioQ  of  the  charges  of  cruelty  and  oppressioD 
sent  from  the  colony.  As  Ximeno  was  a  creature 
of  the  invidious  Fuaseca,  the  a£Fuir  was  represen- 
ted (o  the  sovereigns  in  tlie  most  odious  point  of 
view.  Thus  the  generous  iuleiilions  of  primi^ 
and  the  exalted  services  of  their  auhjecte,  ore  ^it 
to  be  defeated  by  the  intervention  of  cold  and 
crafty  men  in  place.  By  his  implacable  hostility 
to  Columbus,  and  the  secret  obstructiaus  which 
he  threw  iti  the  way  of  the  most  illustrious  of 
human  enterprises,  Fonseca  baa  insured  perpetuity 
to  his  name,  coupled  with  the  contempt  of  eveiy 
generous  mind. 
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■N  [lie  30th  of  Mny,  H98,  Columbus  set 
J^jJ  sail  fioLQ  the  port  of  San  Luair  ile  Bar- 
l^^gy  rnmeilik,  with  bis  squadron  of  vis  vessels, 
on  liis  UiirJ  voynge  of  discovery.  The  route  he 
propofietl  to  tnke  was  diffbreiit  Irom  llint  pursued 
in  his  formei-  voyages.  He  iiilenilKd  in  depart 
from  the  Cape  de  Verile  Islands,  sailing  to  the 
Bouth'^'est,  until  he  should  come  umler  the  equi- 
noctial line,  then  to  steer  directly  westward  willi 
the  favor  of  the  trade-winds,  uulil  he  eliouli! 
arrive  at  land,  or  find  himself  in  the  longitude  of 
HispHiiiola.  Various  cotisideratioiis  induced  hitn 
to  adopt  this  course.  In  his  preceding  voyage, 
when  he  coasted  the  southern  side  of  Cuba,  under 
the  belief  that  it  was  the  continent  of  Asia,  he 
had  observed  that  it  swept  off  toward  the  south. 
From  this  circumstance,  and  from  information 
gathered  among  the  natives  of  the  Ciiribhee 
Islands,  he  was  induced  to  believe  thai  a  great 
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such  complexions,  he  did  not  think  he  would 
Gad  those  articles  in  great  abundance.' 

Columbus  especled  to  find  such  people  more 
to  the  south.  He  recollected  that  the  tiiUiTes  of 
Hispaiiiola  had  spoken  of  black  men  who  had 
once  cunic  to  tlieir  island  from  the  south  aud 
souih-uust,  the  heads  of  whose  juvelios  were  of  a 
.lort  of  nietiil  which  iliej-  called  Guuniii,  They 
had  given  the  admiml  specimens  of  this  melul, 
which  on  beitig  assayed  in  Spain,  proved  to  be 
a  misture  of  eighteen  parts  gold,  six  silver,  aud 
eight  copper,  a  proof  of  valuable  mines  in  the 
counlry  whence  they  came.  Churlevois  oon- 
jectiu'e^  that  these  black  people  may  have  come 
from  the  Canaries,  or  the  western  coa^t  of  AfHca, 
and  been  driven  by  tempest  to  the  shores  of  His- 
pnniola.^  It  is  probable,  however,  that  Columbus 
had  been  misinfonned  as  to  their  color,  or  had 
mbunderstood  his  informanta.  It  is  diflicult  to 
believe  that  the  natives  of  Africa,  or  the  Cana- 
ries, could  have  performed  a  voyage  of  such 
magnitude,  in  the  frail  and  scantily  provided 
barks  ihey  were  accustomed  to  use. 

It  was  to  ascertain  the  tniili  of  all  these  sup- 
positions, and,  if  correct,  to  arrive  at  the  favored 
and  opulent  countries  about  the  equator,  inhabited 
by  people  of  similar  complexions  with  those  of  the 
Africans  under  the  line,  that  Columbus. in  his 
present  voyage  to  tlie  New  World,  look  a  course 
much  further  to  the  south  than  that  which  he  had 
hitherto  pursued. 


Ill 
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Having  heard  Uial  a  French  aqoodroD  ma 
cmiaing  off  Cupe  St.  Vincent,  he  stood  lo  Um 
aoaih-weal  after  leaving  Sl  Lacar.  londting  at 
the  ialaiKJ-i  of  Porlo  Santo  aotl  KLidctra.  when 
be  Rtmaincd  a  few  days  taking  in  wood  and 
waltT  and  other  supplies,  and  then  oontiuned  bta 
courae  10  the  Canary  lalanda.  On  the  19th  of 
Juiie.  I>e  arrived  at  G<iiimt&.  where  there  lay  at 
anchor  a  French  cruiser  with  two  Spanish  priaes. 
On  seeitig  the  Mfuadron  of  Giltinibiu  standit^  into 
the  harbor,  the  captain  of  the  privateer  pnt  to  Ma 
in  all  h«al«,  folkiwt^  by  his  pritts :  one  of  whid^ 
ia  the  harry  of  the  Dxmieot,  left  part  of  her  crew 
on  *ba(«,  nwking  sail  with  only  fear  of  her  ana*- 
neat,  and  nx  SfUMmb  pnaooaa.  The  ^■jtal 
at  fin(  uMook  (hen  for  iMrchaat  dupe  ifavmed 
by  hi*  wariike  apficanaca;  whea  lalarmei  «f  As 
tralh.  bowerer.  1m  seat  tbna  «f  Ins  ywmA  ia 
parsaii,  but  tbey  were  km  distaat  Id  be  ovwk 
■akaa.  Tbe  nz  Spaai 
of  oaa  of  Ibe  prina,  aeeing  s 


batfc  m  Wiafh  ta  tbe  port.  Tbe  aifau^  fali»- 
(puabcil  Ifea  ship  In  tbe  taptata.  aad  ^tc  if  ike 
priiBaiia  M  Ibe  gorenwr  o(  tbe  ialaikl.  Id  be  «x- 
dtaagal  far   abt   Spaaiarib   carried   gff  by  Bbe 

Imnmg  Cniaara  oa  tha  Uat  of  Josm^  Cabas- 


teae  «r  bk  ships  be  &patdted  dttatt  tr  His- 
peoiahh  is  tauj  aapp&a  la  tba  eolai^.     One  of 
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7"^  ships  W08  comninmlL'il   by  Alonzo   SancLei 

^  CHnivHJal.  native  uf  BaezA,  a  man  of  much 

^'•fth  will   integrity ;    the  seoond  by  Pedro  de 

AnniB    of  ConJovs,    brother   of    Dona    Buntrix 

IJenrJqiiej^  the  mother  of  the  admirara  second 

lou  Femauilo.     He  was  couoii)   also  of  thi>  un- 

fortaiuite  officer  who  commnnded    tlie   forlrean  of 

Lb  Navidod  at  the  time  of  the  massaore.     The 

thinl  waa  commanded  by  Juan  Antonio  Culum- 

boB    (or    Colombo),   ft    Genoese,    related   lo    thu 

admiral,   and    a    man    of    much    judgment    aud 

CBpacily>      Thtse     cnptaiua    were    aJ tenia  lely    to 

hare  the  command,  and  bear  the  signal  light  a 

wetJc  nt  a  time.     The  admiml  carefully  painted 

ont  their  course.     When  they  came  in  sight  of 

Hlapaniola,  they  were  to  steer  for  the  soulh  siJe, 

Ear  the  new  port  and  town,  which  he  supposed  to 

~  tabliatied  in  the  mouih  of  iJie 

i.  according   to   royal   orders   sent   out   by 

hL     With  the  three  remaining  vessels,  the 

I  prosecuted  his  voyage  towards   the  Cape 

B  Verde  Inlands.     The  ship  in  which  he  failed 

9  decked,  the  other  two  were  roerehant  csra- 

1^  he  adrauced  within    the  tropics,  the 

I   of   climate,    and    the    close    and   sultry 

r,  brought  on   a  severe  attack  of  the  goni, 

d  by  a  violent  fever.     Notwithstanding  bis 

illness,  he  enjoyed  the  full  possessiun  of 

•  faculties,  and  continued  to  keep  his  reckoning, 

(1  nuke  his  observations,  with  hia  usual  vigilance 

il  minntenesH. 

On  the  27ih  of  June,  he  an-ived  iimong  (he 
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^a     j*^li  «iil«  of  tlie  line,  and  is  known  ainong  seamen 

^k    *?  tie  iiniue  ol'  ilie  culm  laiitudca.     The  irade- 

^H    ^iudt,  Tron]  [lie  south-ea:it  and  north-east,  meeting 

Jm     io  llie  neighborhood  of  the  equator,  iieulrihlize 

''         ewh  oilier,  nud  n  etesdy  calmnesa  of  the  elements 

is  produced.     The  whole  sea  is   like  a   mirror, 

uhI  Tessela  remain  ulmoet  motionless,  with  flnp- 

the  erews  panting  under  the  heal  of 

v  Terlical    sun,  unmitigated    by    any  refreshing 

Weeks  are  sometimes  employed  in  croea- 

g  this  torpid  tnick  of  the  ocean. 

'   The   wenther  for   some  time   past  had   been 

Midy  And  oppri-Bsive ;   but  on    the    13th    lliere 

s  K  bii^-lit  aud  burning  sun.     The  wind  aud- 

d«»iy  fell,  and  ii  dead  sultry  calm  commenced, 

which  lusted  for  eight  days.     The  uir  whs  like  a 

fbruaef ;  [lie  tar  melted,  the  seams  of  the  ship 

jrawned;  llie  salt  meat  became  putrid;  the  wheat 

was  parched  as  if  with  fire;   the  hoops  alinink 

from   the  wine  and   wuter-ceaks,   some   of  wliinh 

leaked,  nod  others  burst ;  while  the  heat  in  the 

holds  of  the  vessels  was  so  Buffoealiiig,  that  no 

one   could    remain    below    a   sufficient    time    lo 

prevent  the  damage  Ihat  was  taking  place.     The 

^^nariners  lost  all  strength  and  spirits,  and  sank 

^Bnder  the  oppressive  heat.     It  leemed  iis  if  the 

^^■d  fable  of  the  torrid  zone  was  about  to  be  rt-nl- 

^Iped;  and  that  iliey   were  approxdiing  a  liery 

region,  where   it  would  be   impossible  to  exist. 

It  is  true   the  heaveuB  were,  for  r  great  purl  of 

the    time,    overcast,    and    liiere    were    drizzling 

bat   the    atmosphere    was    close    and 

ttifliDg,  and  there  was  (hat  eombiiiiitiuu  of  heat 
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and  imiUtun:  which   nluns  «n  ibe  energies  of  I 
Uhi  111!  mail  t'nunv. 

Ihuiug  ilii*  lime,  the  admiral  snfieted  tfX>J 
iraneljr  IVutn  ibe  pMit.  bat,  aa  dual,  the  adiritja 
of  Us  mind,  b«igkleiwd  hj  hb  ataieij,  KUo«ra4  ■ 
Iwm  BO  indnlgHtCtt  nor  tcfUM.  He  i 
Hikaown  p«n  of  tbe  oeeao,  wben  < 
dctwnfcd  upoa  Ini  Tigihac*  and  Mgadtf; 


r  wrtct,  M  if  aWMg  ■    Ium.     TW  < 
MBoied  tv  JOTolV  hi*   tkMt^.  far   afler  ■■! 

ifaeir  w»r  afawlv  fiir  mmb  (ne  lo  t^  iiiimUbi 
tliroagb  Ml  anttal  uf  bMts  and  «!■«,  wft 
Markj.  uilhng  ■nwwfhuw,  tfcv  sUps  «B  at  ■ 


epte7»<« 


idatMlB  Uvlta  awqt,  llie  ikv  Tiinwi 
daar.  aad  iba  tw  ibuM  im^  wilfe  ditt  a| 


>  of  ifea  an*.  M< 
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Columbuu  had  ioteitdecj,  ou  reaching  this  tem- 
perate tract,  to  have  stood  once  more  to  t)ie 
south,  and  then  westward ;  but  the  late  parching 
weather  had  opened  the  seams  of  his  ships,  and 
CBQsed  tliera  to  leak  excessively,  so  that  it  was 
necesaary  to  seek  a  harbor  as  soon  as  potisible. 
where  tJicy  might  be  refitted.  Much  of  the  pro- 
visioDB  also  was  spoiled,  and  the  water  nenrly  ez- 
hausted.  He  kept  ou,  therefore,  directly  to  the 
west,  trustipg,  from  the  flights  of  birds  and  other 
favorable  iDdicalious,  he  should  Boon  arrive  at 
land.  Day  after  day  passed  away  without  his 
expectatiims  being  realized.  The  distresses  of 
hia  men  became  continually  more  urgent ;  where- 
fore supposing  himself  in  the  longitude  of  the 
Caribbee  Islands,  he  bore  awny  towards  the 
northward  iu  search  of  them.' 

On  the  3Ui  of  July,  there  was  not  above  one 
task  of  waitjr  remaining  iu  each  ship,  when, 
about  mid-day,  a  mariner  at  the  mast-bead  beheld 
(he  summits  of  three  mountains  rising  above  the 
borizoo,  and  gave  ihe  joyful  cry  of  laud.  As  the 
ships  drew  nearer,  it  was  seen  that  these  moun- 
tains were  united  at  the  base.  Columbus  had 
determined  to  give  the  first  land  he  should  behold 
the  name  of  the  Trinity.  The  appearance  of 
these  three  mountains  united  uito  one  islruck  him 
as  a  singular  coincidence  ;  and,  wilii  a  solemn 
feeling  of  devotion,  he  gave  the  island  the  uaine 
of  La  Triuidad,  which  it  bears  to  the  present 
day.a 

1  niit  del  Almincte,  up.  61.  ■  tbid.,  ubi  an]). 
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him  to  equal  the  delights  of  early  spriog  in  the 
beuutifiil  proviD<%  of  Valencia.' 

Anchoring  at  a  point  to  which  he  gnve  the 
name  of  Punta  de  hi  Pluya,  he  sent  the  boats  on 
shore  for  water.  They  found  au  abundant  and 
limpid  brook,  at  which  they  filled  their  casks,  but 
there  was  no  sale  harbor  for  the  vessels,  nor  couM 
they  meet  tvitli  any  of  (he  islanders,  tliougl)  they 
found  prints  of  footsteps,  and  various  fishing  im- 
plements left  behind  in  the  hurry  of  flight  There 
were  tracks  also  of  animals,  which  they  supposed 
to  be  goats,  but  which  must  have  been  deer,  with 
which,  as  it  was  afterwards  ascertained,  the  island 
abounded. 

While  coasting  the  island,  Columbus  beheld  land 
to  the  south,  stretching  to  the  distance  of  more 
than  twenty  leagues.  It  was  that  low  tract  of 
coast  intersected  by  the  numerous  branches  of  the 
Oronoco,  bat  the  admiral,  supposing  it  to  be  an 
island,  gave  it  the  name  of  La  I»la  Santa;  little 
imagining  that  he  now,  for  the  Grst  time,  beheld 
that  coutinenl,  that  Terra  Firiua,  which  had  been 
the  object  of  his  earnest  search. 

On  the  2d  of  August  he  continued  on  to  ^e 
south-west  point  of  Trinidad,  which  he  called 
Point  Arenal.  It  stretched  towBrdt  a  corre- 
sponding point  of  Terra  Firma,  making  a  narrow 

ss,  with  a  high  rock  in  the  centre,  to  which  he 
gave  the  tiame  of  El  Galle.  Near  this  pass  the 
ships  cast  anchor.  As  they  were  apprOHching 
this  place,  a  large  canoe,  with  five-and-twenly  lu- 

I  Letter  of  Columbus  (o  tfae  Soverefgiia  rrom  illspiLDioIa, 
NaramtB,  Collec,  tom.  i. 
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bows,  wliich  pul  the  BuiJilora  to  flight,  aod  con- 
cluded [hU  siiigukr  enterlniDmeiit. 

Though  llius  ahy  of  the  admiral's  vessel,  they 
Bpproaclied  one  of  the  caravels  without  hesitation, 
Bitd,  running  under  the  stero,  had  a  parlej  with 
the  pilot,  who  gave  a  cap  and  a  mantle  to  the  one 
who  appeared  to  be  the  chieflain.  He  received 
the  presents  with  great  delight,  inviting  the  pilot 
by  signs  to  come  to  land,  where  he  should  be  well 
eDtertained,  and  receive  great  presents  iu  return. 
On  bis  appearing  lo  consent,  they  went  to  shore 
to  wait  iot  him.  The  pilot  put  off  in  the  boat 
of  the  caravel  to  ask  permission  of  the  admiral ; 
but  the  Indians',  seeing  liJm  go  on  board  of  the 
hostile  ship,  suspected  some  Ireacliery,  and  spring- 
ing into  their  ctinoe,  darted  Hway,  nor  was  any- 
Uiing  more  seen  of  them.' 

The  complexion  and  other  physical  character- 
istics of  these  savages  caused  much  surprise  and 
speculation  in  the  mind  of  Columbos.  Suppoung 
himself  in  the  seventh  degree  of  latitude,  though 
acttially  in  the  tenth,  he  expected  to  find  the  in- 
babilants  similar  to  the  natives  of  Africa  uiiiler  the 
same  parallel,  who  were  black  and  ill-shaped,  with 
crisped  hair,  or  rather  wool ;  whereas,  these  were 
well  formed,  had  long  hair,  and  were  even  fairer 
thun  those  more  distant  from  the  equator.  The 
olimnte,  also,  instead  of  being  hotter  as  he  ap- 
proached the  equinoctial,  appeared  more  temperate. 
He  was  DOW  in  the  dog-days,  yet  the  nights  and 

1  Hilt,  del  Almirante.  cap.  S3.  P-  Viaxtyt,  decad.  L  lib.  vL 
Lai  Cuai,  tl»l.  lad.,  lib.  i.  cap,  138.  MS.  Letter  of  Columbtu 
to  tb«  CHllllsn  Bov«rei|;aa,  NavarrMi,  Conec,  tom.  t. 
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mornings  were  t>o  cool  that  it  was  necessary  to  use 
covering  as  iii  winter.  This  is  ihti  mse  in  mauj 
parts  of  the  torrid  zone,  espedally  in  culm  weatlier, 
when  there  is  no  wind ;  for  natore,  by  heavy  dews, 
in  the  long  nights  oi'  those  latitudes,  cools  and  re- 
freshes tlie  earth  after  the  great  heat  of  the  days. 
Columbus  was  nt  first  greatljr  perplexed  by  these 
contradict  ions  la  the  course  of  outiire,  as  observed 
in  [he  Old  World ;  they  were  in  opposition  also  to 
the  expectations  he  had  founded  on  the  theory  of 
Ferrer  the  lapidary,  hut  they  gradually  contributed 
to  the  forroatiou  of  a  theory  which  wbs  springing 
up  ill  his  active  imagiuatioo,  and  which  will  be 
presently  shown. 

After  Buchoring  at  Point  Arenal,  the  crewB 
were  permitted  to  land  and  refresh  themselves. 
There  were  no  runs  of  water,  but  by  sinking  pits 
in  the  saud  they  soon  ohtAtned  sullicieDt  to  fill  the 
casks.  The  HDchorAge  at  this  phice,  however,  wo* 
extremely  insecure.  A  rapid  curreut  set  from  the 
eastward  through  the  strait  formed  by  the  maiit- 
laod  and  liie  island  of  Trinidad,  flowing,  aa  Co- 
lumbus observed,  night  and  day,  with  as  much  fury 
as  tlie  Guadfllqi liver,  when  swollen  by  fluods.  In 
the  pass  between  Point  Arenal  and  its  cori-espon- 
dent  point,  the  confined  current  boiled  and  raged 
to  such  a  degree  that  be  thought  it  was  crossed 
by  a  reef  of  rocks  and  shoals,  preventing  all  en- 
trance, with  oihers  estendiriR  beyond,  ovei'  which 
the  waters  roared  like  breakers  on  a  rocky  shore. 
To  this  pass,  from  its  angry  and  dangerous  appear- 
ance, he  gave  the  name  of  Boca  del  Sierpo  (the 
Mouth  of  the  Serpent).     He  thus  found  himself 
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plctced  between  two  difficultieB.  The  continual 
current  from  the  eaat  seemed  to  prevent  iill  return, 
while  the  rocks  which  appeared  to  be^set  the  pass 
threiitened  deetrnction  if  he  should  proceed.  Be- 
ing on  board  of  his  ship,  late  at  night,  kept  awake 
by  paiuful  ilhiess  and  an  anxioua  and  watchful 
spirit,  he  heard  a  terrible  roaring  from  the  south, 
and  beheld  the  sett  heaped  up,  as  it  were,  inlo  a 
great  ridge  or  hill,  llie  heiglit  of  the  ship,  cuverud 
with  foam,  and  rolling  towards  him  with  a  tre- 
uieudouB  uproar.  As  this  furious  surge  approuched, 
rendered  more  terrible  in  appearance  by  the  ob- 
scurity of  night,  he  trembled  for  the  safely  of  his 
u  ship  WHS  suddenly  lifted  up  to 
such  a  height  that  he  dreaded  lest  It  should  be 
overturned  or  cast  upon  the  rocks,  while  another 
of  the  ships  was  torn  violently  IVom  her  anchor- 
age. The  crews  were  for  a  time  in  great  conster- 
I,  fearing  they  should  be  swallowed  up ;  but 
the  niount»iiious  surge  passed  on,  and  gradually 
subsided,  after  a  violent  contest  with  the  counter- 
current  of  the  strait.^  This  sudden  rush  of  water, 
B  caused  by  the  swelling  of  one 
of  rhe  rivers  which  flow  into  the  Gulf  of  Pario, 
and  which  were  as  yet  unknown  to  Columbus, 

AnKious  to  eilricate  himself  from  this  danger- 
ous neighborhood,  be  sent  the  boals  on  the  follow- 
ing morning  to  sound  the  depth  of  water  at  the 
Boca  del  Sit.'r|>e,  and  to  ascertain  whether  it  whs 
possible  for  ships  to  pass  through  to  the  northward, 

)  Letter  or  Coluinbua  to  ttie  Guiilian  Sorereignf,  Navarrete 
CollK.,  torn.  i.  Harrers.  flisl.  Ind.,  decnii,  i.  lib.  iii.  tap.  10. 
BIM.dc]  AlminntB,  up.  eU. 
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To  hk  WA  apRad  lite  biMd  golf  naaa  k 
iIm  mme  of  Paiim,  iriucfa  be  snpfnaed  lo  | 
oftn  Ha,  bal  wia  sorprised.  oo  laaaiig  it,  li 
1^  water  &«aL    He  oontiniKd  oorthwud,  ti 
a  mBMBlaia  at  the  tio«lb-w«st  point  ol'  ibe  ii 
alMMt  ibarWen  leagnei  iiom  Point  AreuaL    , 
be  befaeU  ivo  kiftj  capes  opposite  each  oi 
on  tbe  iriand  at  Trioidwl,  the  otber  to  tha-f 
on  tlie  long  pruuantorj  of  Paria,  n-hich  s> 
Gram  tbe  maio-laad  and  fonns  tlie  t 
of  tbe  ga\i,  but  which  Columbus  mistook  I 
iilaod,  and  named  I«Ia  de  GracJa. 

Between  these  capes  llieic  was 
wbicb  appeared  even  more  dangeroDS  Ihao  I 
Boca  del  Sierpe.  being  beset  with  rocks^  anwog 
which  the  current  Ibrced  its  way  with  roaring 
(□rbulence.  To  tliis  pass  Columbus  gare  the 
name  of  Boca  del  Dragon.  Not  cboostng  lo 
encounter  its  appareut  dangers,  be  turned  Dortlt- 
ward,  on  Sunday,  tbe  5th  of  August,  and  steered 
along  the  Jntier  side  of  the  supposed  islaitd  of 
Gracia,  intending  to  keep  ou  until  he  come  to  tbe 
end  of  it,  and  then  lo  strike  northward  into  ibe 
free  and  open  ocean,  and  shape  his  ixtuTse  for 
Hispaniola. 
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It  was  a  fiiir  and  beautiful  coast,  indented  with 
fine  iiarbors  lying  dose  lo  each  oilier ;  Ihe  country 
eultivaied  in  many  places,  in  others  covered  with 
fruit-trees  and  slalely  fbreals,  and  watered  by 
frequent  streams.  What  greatly  astonished  Ci>- 
luinbus,  was  sIiU  to  find  the  waler  fresh,  und  that 
it  grew  more  and  more  so  the  farther  he  pro- 
ceeded ;  it  being  that  season  of  the  year  when 
tbe  rarioua  rnera  which  empty  themselves  into 
ihia  galf  are  swollen  by  rains,  and  pour  forth 
such  quantities  of  fresh  water  as  to  conquer  the 
sallnesH  of  the  ocean.  He  was  also  surprised  at 
the  placidity  of  the  sea,  which  appeared  as  tranquil 
and  safe  as  one  vast  harbor,  so  that  there  was  no 
need  of  seeking  a  port  lo  aocLor  m. 

As  yet  be  had  not  been  able  to  hold  any  com- 
munication  with  the  people  of  this  part  of  the  New 
World.  The  shores  which  he  had  visited,  lliough. 
occasionally  cultivated,  were  silent  and  deserted, 
and,  excepting  the  fiigitive  party  in 
Point  Arenal,  he  had  seen  nothing  of  the 
After  sailing  several  lengues  along  the  coast,  he 
anchored  on  Monday,  the  6th  of  AuguHl,  at  a 
place  where  there  appeared  signs  of  cultivation, 
and  sent  the  boats  on  shore.  They  found  recent' 
traces  of  people,  but  not  an  individual  was  to  be 
seen.  The  coast  was  hilly,  covered  with  beautiful 
and  Iruitful  groves,  and  abounding  with  monkeys- 
Continuing  i'urther  westward,  to  where  ibe 
try  was  more  level,  Columbus  anchored 
river. 

Immediately    a    caaoe,    with    three    or 
~  to  the  caravel  DCareat  I 
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t  Tnrey,  Bignifying  that  it  was  from  the 

From  these  Indians  Columbaa  iinilursloixi  lliat 
i  of  tlieir  country  was  Paria,  and  that 
brther  lo  the  west  he  would  find  it  more  pupu- 
loaa.  Taking  several  of  them  lo  serve  lui  guides 
and  mediators,  he  proceeded  ei<!lit  kiigiies  west- 
ward to  B  point  which  he  called  Aguja,  or  the 
Needle.  Here  lie  arrived  at  throe  o'cl«.-k  in  the 
hen  the  day  dawned  he  wh*  delighted 
with  the  beauty  of  the  oonntry.  It  was  ciillivaied 
in  many  places,  highly  pc^ulous,  and  adorned 
wilh  mngnificeut  vegetation ;  habitations  wer« 
interspersed  among  groves  laden  with  fruils 
and  flowers ;  grape-vines  entwined  ihemselves 
among  the  trees,  and  birds  of  briLliont  plumage 
fiuttered  from  branch  to  branch.  The  air  was 
temperate  and  bland,  and  sweetened  by  the  fra- 
grance of  flowers  and  blosaams;  and  numeroiu 
fountains  and  limpid  streams  kept  up  a  universal 
verdure  and  Ireshness.  CoIamLuit  was  eo  much 
charmed  wiili  the  beauty  and  amcDiij  of  [his 
part  of  the  const,  that  he  gave  it  the  uuroe  of  The 
Gardeu3. 

The  natives  caoM  off  in  great  numbers,  ia 
CBDoea,  of  superior  coostruciion  lo  tboK  bitberto 
Men,  being  very  large  and  ligbl,  with  a  caliin  in 
tbe  centre  for  the  accomraodaiuin  of  the  owner 
•od  his  fiuniiy.  Tbey  invited  ColamUict.  in  the 
nwK  of  their  king,  to  come  to  laud.  Slauy  of 
them  had  collars  and  bnnusbed  plalee  about 
tbeir  oedcs,  of  lluU  infericr  kind  oT  gold  ealkd  by 
>  HoRo,  Rbl.  lad.,  dccad.  i.  lib.  ii.  «kp.  U. 
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Tiwj  aud  thmt  k  cmbt 
d,  wiiich  ibej  pwnlBl  oat,  al  mi 
>  lit  vest,  bal  iBliawtcd  llMt  it 
3  go  tkeic,  tkber  beeawM  Om  i»- 
ere  CMinibak.  or  tbe  pbee  iBfcslwd  fajr 
ndmak.'  Bnl  trfaat  mmxd  the  at- 
lenlkm  and  ■wakened  ibe  capiditj  of  ibe  Spaa 
ianK  wai  the  sif^  of  stringt  of  pcaris  toand  the 
■rsM  of  MMne  of  ibe  natives.  Tbem,  thej  m- 
(bnned  CcJuinbiis,  were  procared  on  the  sea- 
ooaft,  ou  (he  nanbem  nde  of  Paria,  wbicb  he 
■lID  anppoeed  to  be  au  bland ;  and  thvy  showed 
ibo  roolher-of-pwifl  shellfl  whence  ibey  had  been 
Uhen.  Anxious  Ibr  further  infomaiioo,  and  to 
procure  Bpedmens  of  these  pearU  lo  send  lo 
Spain,  hi  dUpaiched  tbe  boaia  lo  shore.  A  mul- 
liludfl  of  Ihc  natives  came  to  the  beach  to  receive 
tliunt,  lieuied  bj  the  uhitf  cacique  and  liis  son. 
Tbey  treated  Ihe  Spaniards  with  profound  rever- 
ence, as  betnga  descended  from  heaven,  and  oon> 
ducted  ihctn  to  a  spacious  house,  the  residence 
of  the  GKCiqui!,  where  ihey  were  regaled  with 
bread  ntid  vnrious  fruits  of  eicellent  flavor,  and  ■ 
tiie  UitTereiit  kimls  of  beverage  already  mentioned. 
Wliile  they  wcru  in  the  house,  the  men  remvned  . 
(ogutliur  at  oiiii  eiid  of  it,  aud  the  wotuen  at  tho 
other.  After  they  had  Snished  their  collation  at  - 
tlto  hoiinu  of  the  cacique,  they  were  taken  to  that 
of  his  BOP,  where  a  like  repast  was  eel  before  , 
ihom.  These  people  were  remarkably  aSuble. 
though,  at  the  same  time,  ibey  possessed  a  more 

1  l.fltiT  uf  CoJiniibus  lo  (be  Cxliliiu  Sovereigns,  NaTir 
Collec,  tuin.  i.  p.  352. 
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inlrepid  and  mnrtial  air  and  spirit  ilian  <h« 
Datives  of  Cubn  nnd  Hispaniola.  They  were 
iairer,  Columbus  observes,  tlinn  hdj  he  had  yet 
seen,  thoagb  so  near  to  the  equinoctial  lint^  where 
be  had  expe(!t«d  la  find  them  of  tlie  color  of 
Ethiopians.  Miirjy  ornninenia  of  gold  were  seen 
among  [liem,  but  all  of  an  inferior  quality :  iitiu 
lodian  had  a  piece  of  the  size  of  an  apple.  They 
had  various  kinds  of  ilomesticaled  parrots,  one  of 
a  light-green  color,  with  a  yellow  neck,  and  the 
tips  of  the  wings  of  «  bright  red ;  others  of  the 
size  of  domestic  fowls,  and  of  a  vivid  scarlet, 
excepting  some  azure  feathers  in  tlie  wings. 
These  they  readily  gave  to  the  Spaniards ;  but 
what  the  Iniler  most  coveted  were  the  pearls,  of 
which  they  saw  many  necklaces  and  bracelets 
among  the  Indian  women.  The  latler  gladly 
gave  them  in  exchange  for  hawks'-bellii  or  any 
article  of  bnts!i,  and  several  specimens  of  fine 
pearls  were  procured  for  the  admiral  to  send  to 
the  sovereigns.' 

The  kindness  and  amity  of  this  people  were 
heightened  by  an  intelligent  demeanor  and  a 
mnrtial  frankness.  They  seemed  worthy  of  the 
beautiful  couiilry  they  inhabited.  It  was  a  cause 
of  great  concei'n  both  to  them  and  the  Spanianls, 
that  they  couUl  not  understand  each  other's  lan- 
guage. They  conversed,  however,  by  signs  ;  mu- 
tnul  good-will  made  their  intercourse  easy  and 
pleasiinl ;  and  at  the  lionr  of  vespers  the  Span- 
iards relumed  on  board  of  their  ships,  highly 
gr.Ltilied  with  their  ejitcrtainment. 


'  Letter ofCflumbiis, 


Hurrcn,  HJsL  Ind.,  i 


j.  lib.  li 
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I  drawn  fiirtb,  it  was  fouod  cohered  with  oys- 
lere.  Lbs  Cbshs,  noticing  this  eanguine  condu- 
ek>n  of  Coluinbue,  olisiTves,  that  the  ahell-6ali 
here  spoken  of  nre  not  the  kind  which  produce 
pesrla,  for  that  tho-ie  by  n  natural  instinct,  rs  if 
conscious  of  their  precious  clinrge,  hide  them- 
selves  in  the  deepest  water.' 

Still  iumgioing  the  cohbI  of  Pnria  to  be  on 
island,  and  anxious  to  circumunvigate  il,  and  ar- 
rive at  the  place  where  these  pearls  were  said  by 
Ihe  Indians  to  abound,  Columbus  left  the  Gar- 
dens on  the  10th  of  August,  and  continued 
coasting  westward  within  the  gulf,  in  search  of  an 
outlet  to  the  nortL  lie  observed  portions  of 
Terra  Firmn  appearing  towards  the  bottom  of 
the  gulf,  which  he  supposed  to  be  islands,  and 
culled  them  Isabella  and  Tramonlaun,  and  fan- 
cied that  the  desired  outlet  to  the  sea  must  lie 
between  them.  As  be  advanced,  however,  he 
(bund  the  water  continually  growing  shallower 
and  fresher  until  he  did  not  dare  to  venture  any 
I  fiirther  with  his  ship,  which,  he  observed,  was  of 
I  too  great  a  size  lor  expeditious  of  this  kind,  l>e- 
'lug  of  an  hundred  tons  burden,  and  rM|uirin^ 
'  three  fathoms  of  water.  Me  Ciune  to  anchor. 
therefore,  and  sent  a  light  caravel  called  the 
Correo  to  ascertain  whether  there  was  nn  out- 
let to  the  ocean  between  the  lup^iosed  ii'lunJii. 
The  caravel  returned  on  Ihe  following  day,  re- 
porting that  at  the  western  end  of  the  gulf  thirre 
was  an  opening  of  two  leagues,  which  led  ii>io 
uwr  and  circular  gulf^  tnrroundeil  by  four 

1  I^  Cvu.  HiK.  Ind.,  cap.  130. 
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voyage  along  the  enast  of  Cuba,  he  observes,  in  ' 
which  he  was  three-and-l  hirty  days  nlmoBl  with- 
out sleep,  had  not  so  injured  his  eyes  luid  disor- 
dered bis  frame,  or  oinsed  him  8o  much  paiaful 
sufiering  as  the  present.' 

On  the  11th  of  August,  therefore,  he  set  Bail 
eastwnrd  for  the  Boca  del  Dragon,  and  was 
borne  along  with  great  velocity  by  the  currents, 
which,  however,  prevented  him  from  landing 
sgain  at  hi»  favorite  spot,  the  Gardens.  On 
Sunday  the  13th,  he  anchored  near  to  the  Boca. 
in  a  fine  harbor,  to  which  he  gave  the  name  of 
Puerto  de  Gfttos,  from  a  species  of  monkey  called 
gato  paulo,  with  which  the  neighborhood  abounded. 
On  the  margin  of  the  sea  he  perceived  many 
trees  which,  as  he  thought,  produceil  the  mimlm- 
lane,  a  fruit  only  found  in  the  countries  of  the 
East  There  were  great  nnmbere  also  of  mun- 
groves  growing  within  the  water,  with  oysters 
clinging  to  their  braocbes,  tbeir  moutlis  open, 
as  he  supposed,  to  receive  the  dew,  which  was 
aAerwanIs  lo  be  transformed  to  pearls.^ 

On  the  following  morning,  the  Hih  of  Aiigtist, 
towards  noon  the  ships  approached  the  Boca  del 
Dragon,  and  prepared  to  venture  through  thai 
lonuidable  pass,  llie  distance  from  Cape  Boio 
at  the  end  of  Poria,  and  Cape  Lapa  the  extremity 
of  Trinidad,  is  about  five  leagues ;  bttt  in  the  in- 
(enml  there  were  two  islands,  wfaidi  Columbus 
naned  CubcoI  aad  Delpbin.   The  impeluona  body 
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of  &wh  wiier  wbicfa  flows  tfaroo^  the  gnli^  (wr- 
lieBlKrij  in  the  ninjr  montte  of  Jnlj  asd  AngiMt, 
ii  oppBociH  mt  tbe  iMrTow  ontleta  betwem  diMB 
iihiMlai  where  it  cuwet  a  tarbultvt  Ka.  faaaing 
■od  mannv  as  if  breaking  orer  nx^  mod  natitx- 
atQ  tbe  eatfance  aad  exit  of  Ilie  gulf  extreneif 
dangcrooa.  Tbe  bornwa  and  perib  of  enelt  plxnw 
•re  ahmjA  teniold  lo  disooverus,  wbo  ban  no 
cbut,  nor  pilot,  aor  advice  of  previous  voyagetv 
lo  gnida  ihem.  Colnmbos,  at  first,  appt«hewlad 
■Boken  rocka  and  sboab ;  bat  oa  atteodvidjr  ean~ 
aideiiiig  tbe  commotua  of  tbe  strait,  be  attribolad 
it  to  tbe  noa^'trA  Wiween  tbe  proiligioos  bodj  of 
freab  water  setting  ibrough  tbe  gulf  aud  atmg^ing 
for  ao  nutlet,  ood  the  tide  of  salt  water  stru^liiig 
lo  enter.  The  sbipi  had  scarcely  rentared  into 
tbe  fesrfu]  dwoDel  when  tbe  wind  died  away,  and 
ibey  were  in  danger  every  moment  of  b^ag  thTown 
upon  tbe  ruck»  or  aoitds.  Tbe  current  of  tesb 
water,  however,  gained  the  victory,  and  carried 
ibeni  safely  through.  The  admiral,  when  ooce 
iiior«  aafe  in  the  ope^  sea,  cougraiuUled  hiaaaslf 
upon  bis  escape  from  thia  periloua  ttnii,  wbicb,  he 
obfcrves,  might  welt  be  called  tbe  Mouili  of  (he 
DrHgun>' 

He  DOW  stood  (o  tbe  westward,  mntiiDg  along 
the  outer  coast  of  Paris,  still  suppi»i»g  it  an  isl- 
onrl,  sitd  inlendiog  to  viut  tlie  Gulf  of  Pearif, 
which  lie  Lougined  to  be  at  tbe  end  of  it.  open- 
ing lo  (be  sea.  fie  witbed  to  ascertniu  whether 
ibis  great  body  of  fresb  water  proceeded  from 
rivets,  m  tbe  crew  of  tbe  caravel  Correo  had  af- 
<  Hamn,  Qui.  Ind.,  dxad.  i-  lib.  iu.  op.  IL 
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Brmed ;  for  it  appeared  to  him  impo^iiible  tbat  tim 
Btreems  of  mere  islnnd*,  as  he  auppofted  tlie  flur- 
roundiug  liuids,  could  produce  flucli  a  prodigious 
volitnie  of  WRier. 

On  leaving  the  Bocn  del  Dragon,  he  silw  to 
the  norlii-cast,  many  leagues  dbtaat,  two  ialiuids, 
which  he  called  Assumption  and  Couctpliun ; 
pro bnbly  those  now  known  ns  Tobii<;o  uud  Gren- 
ada. In  his  course  ntong  the  nortlierii  ooiist  of 
PhHjl,  he  mw  severnl  other  small  iDltinUs,  nnd 
many  fine  harbors,  to  some  of  which  he  gave 
names,  hut  they  have  ceaaed  to  be  known  by 
them.  On  tlie  loth  he  discovered  the  islands  of 
Margarita  and  Cubagua,  al^erwards  tknious  lor 
their  pearl  Hshery.  The  islaiul  nf  Margarita, 
about  UAeen  leagaes  ia  length,  and  six  in  breadth, 
was  well  peopled.  The  little  island  of  Cubagua, 
lying  between  it  and  the  main-land,  and  only 
about  four  leagues  from  the  laller,  was  dry  and 
sterile,  without  either  wood  or  fresh  wat«r,  but 
possessing  a  good  harbor.  On  approaching  this 
island,  the  admiral  beheld  a  number  of  Indiana 
fishing  for  pearls,  who  made  lor  the  land.  A  boat 
being  sent  to  coinmunicale  with  them,  one  of 
the  sailors  noticed  many  Birings  of  pilaris  round 
ibe  neek  of  a  femctle.  Having  it  plate  of  Valencia 
ware,  a  kind  of  porcelain  painted  and  varnished 
with  gaudy  colors,  be  broke  il,  and  presented  the 
pieces  to  the  Indian  woman,  who  gave  htm  in  et- 
chHDge  a  considerable  number  of  her  pearls. 
These  be  carried  to  the  admiral,  who  immediately 
sent  persons  on  shore,  well  provided  with  Valen- 
cia plates  and  bawka'-bells,  for  which,  in  a  little 
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lime,  he  procared  about  three  pounda'  weight  of 
pearls,  some  of  which  were  of  a  very  large  siwi, 
and  were  seal  by  him  ul^envnrda  to  the  » 

There  was  pieat  templRlioa  to  visit  other  Bpots, 
which  the  ludittns  mentioned  aa  uboundiug  in 
pearla.  The  couat  of  Pari»  also  continued  extend- 
ing to  the  westward  as  fur  as  the  eye  could  read) 
rising  into  a  range  of  mouiilaiiis,  mid  proruklng 
examiualioQ  to  ascertain  whether,  as  he  begat 
ihiuk,  it  was  a  part  of  the  Asiatic  coniineiit.  Co- 
lumbus WHS  compelled,  however,  though  with  thft 
greatest  reluctaiice,  to  forego  this  most  inlerestlng. 
iuTestigaliou. 

The  malady  of  his  ejes  had  now  grovm  s 
virulent,  lltat  he  could  no  longer  lalce  obaerratioM 
or  keep  a.  look-O'Ut,  bat  had  to  trust  to  the  repo 
of  the  pilots  anJ  mariners.  He  bore  away,  T 
fore,  for  Hispaaiola,  intending  to  repose  there  from 
the  (oils  of  his  voyttge,  and  to  recruit  his  heald^ 
while  he  should  send  his  brother,  the  AdelaDt8<[n 
lo  complete  the  discovery  of  this  important  oor~^^ 
try.  After  sailing  for  live  days  to  ihe  north-wi 
ho  made  the  island  of  HispHniola  on  the  l9th  o 
August,  tifiy  leagues  to  the  westward  of  the  r 
Ozerua,  the  place  of  his  destination  ;  aud  iuichored 
ou  the  following  morning  under  the  little  i 
of  Beata. 

He  was  astonished  to  Und  himself  so  mistaken 
in  liis  calculations,  and  m  far  below  his  deslinei 
port  1  but  he  attributed  it  correctly  lo  the  ford 
of  the  current  st-lting  out  of  the  Boca  del  Dragoaj 

1  CburleTOii,  HltU  Su  Domingo,  lib.  iii.  [ 
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which,  while  he  hnd  lain  to  «l  uighls,  lo  avoid 
ranniug  ou  rocks  anJ  slioal^  had  horae  his  ^hip 
iMeoaibly  to  tlie  WL'st  This  cnrreni,  wbich  seta 
acroaa  the  Cnribbena  Sea,  and  the  coutinuatiou  of 
which  now  beiirs  (he  name  of  the  Gulf  Stream, 
was  so  rapid  itial,  on  the  15lh,  tliough  the  wind 
was  but  moUerate,  the  ships  liad  made  seventy- 
lire  leagues  in  fbur-aDd-twenly  hours.  Columbus 
itilributed  to  llie  violenoe  of  tbift  current  the  for- 
mation of  that  pass  called  llie  Boca  del  Dragon, 
where  he  supposed  it  had  foroed  iia  wny  through 
H  narrow  isthmus  that  formerly  connected  Trinidad 
with  the  extremity  of  Paria.  He  imagined,  also, 
lluit  its  couBlant  operation  had  worn  away  and  in- 
uiidnied  the  borders  of  the  main-hmd,  gradually 
producing  that  fringe  of  isliinds  which  stretcht:^ 
from  Trinidad  to  tiie  Lucayoe  or  Baliamas,  and 
which,  according  to  his  idea,  had  originally  been 
pari  of  the  solid  continent.  In  corroboration  of 
this  opinion,  he  nolices  the  form  of  those  islands : 
narrow  from  north  to  south,  and  extending  in 
length  from  east  to  west,  in  the  direction  of  the 
current.' 

The  island  of  Benla,  where  he  bad  anchored, 
is  about  thirty  leagues  to  the  west  of  the  river 
Ozema,  where  he  expected  to  find  llie  new  sea- 
port which  his  brother  had  been  instructed  to 
establish.  The  strong  and  steady  current  from 
the  east,  however,  and  the  prevalence  of  winds 
from  that  quarter,  might  detain  him  for  a  lung  time 
at  llie  island,  and  render  the  remainder  of  his 
voyage  slow  and  precarious.     He  sent  a  boat  on 

'  LtllCT  10  Oie  Kinij  >ud  Queen,  S«varTette,  Collet ,  lorn.  i. 
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Bbore,  therefore,  lo  procure  an  Indian 
Ui  lake  H  lelter  lo  hi-t  brother,  tlie  Adelntjinda 
Sis  or  tlie  nalivea  came  off  lo  the  sliipf,  one  of 
whom  was  armed  wiili  a  Spanish  cra-'sbow.  The 
admiritl  was  alarnned  at  seeing  a  weapon  of  th« 
kind  ill  the  possessioD  of  au  Indian.  It  was  nut 
an  artida  of  traffic,  and  he  feared  could  only  fiar« 
fallen  into  hia  hands  by  the  death  of  some  Span- 
iard.' lie  apprehended  that  further  evils  bad  be- 
fallen the  settleoieat  during  bis  long  absence,  and 
that  there  had  again  been  trouhleii  with  the  na- 

Haviiig  dispatched  his  messenger,  be  made 
sail,  and  arrived  off  the  moulh  of  the  river  on 
the  30ih  of  August.  He  whh  met  o[i  the  wftj 
by  &  ctiTHVol.  on  Initrd  of  which  was  tite  Adelan- 
tado,  who,  having  received  bis  letter,  bod  has- 
tened forth  with  affectionate  ardor  to  welcome 
his  arrival  Tlie  meeting  of  the  brothers  was  « 
cause  of  mutual  joy;  they  were  strongly  at- 
taehcd  to  each  other,  each  had  had  bis  trinis  and 
sufferings  during  their  long  separation,  and  each 
looked  with  coiifiJcnce  to  the  other  for  comfort 
and  relief.  Don  Bartboloniew  appears  to  have 
always  had  great  deference  for  the  brilliaat 
genius,  the  enlarged  mind,  and  the  commandiitg 
reputation  of  bis  brother ;  while  ihe  latter  placed 
great  reliance,  in  times  of  ditEculty,  on  tbe 
worldly  knowledge,  the  indefatigable  activity,  and 
the  lion-hearted  courage  of  the  Adelantjulo. 

Columbus  arrived  almost  the  wreck  of  him- 
self. His  voyages  were  atwaya  of  a  nature  to 
>  Lu  Cuas,  ilist.  lad.,  lib.  i.  cap.  143, 
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wear  ^^^^  ^^^  hmnun  frame,  having  to  b 
Bini'isi  UDtDown  dangers,  and  lo  keep  . 
"h'<^Ii  at  all  houra  nuil  in  all  weiilhtrs.  As  age 
and  infirmity  increaswl  upon  him,  tlie^e  trials  be- 
eiina  [be  more  severe.  Hie  •  const itutioQ  must 
originally  have  been  wonderfully  vigoraus;  but 
ooDBlilutious  of  this  powerful  kind,  if  esposed  to 
eevere  hanlships  at  au  advanced  period  of  life, 
when  the  frame  Las  beoome  soinewlmt  rigid  and 
DuaccommoiUtiug,  are  apt  to  be  sudduniy  broken 
np,  and  to  bo  a  prey  to  violent  aclics  nnd  inala- 
I  die*,  ill  Ibis  lust  voyage  Coluiiilius  liad  been 
psrelied  uid  couMimed  by  fever,  mcked  by  goui, 
luid  lib  whole  system  disordered  by  inoeB»aut 
I  wnlchruliies8  ;  be  cnme  into  port  haggard,  emaci- 
I  MkIi  HUd  almoHl  blind,  liia  spirit,  liowever,  was, 
M  dsubI,  superior  to  all  bodily  affliction  or  decay, 
uad  lus  looked  furward  witb  magniiicent  aiiiicipii- 
tioiia  lo  tlie  rt^ult  of  hia  recent  discoveries,  wbicb 
he  intended  should  be  immediately  prosecuted  by 
bis  hardy  and  enterprising  brotber. 


CHAPTER   IV. 


[U98.] 

I  HE  natural  pheoomeim  of  a  great  and 
striking  nature  presented  to  ihe  ardent 
I  mind  of  Gilumbud  in  tbe  course  of  this 
TO^o^.  led  to  certain  soainl  dedai^ioai  and  im- 
aginative ^pceulatiiui^  The  immciise  liody  of 
fresh  iraier  Howiiig  into  the  Guff  of  Pari*,  nd 
thence  rudhing  into  the  ocean,  was  tuo  vaat  lo  Im 
pradaced  by  an  isiaud  or  bv  islands.  It  must  be 
the  congregated  streams  of  a  great  exleai  of 
coontrj  pouring  forth  in  one  mightj  risw,  aad 
the  land  nece»<iiry  cu  tunii^b  $udi  a  river  mMt 
be  a  continent.  He  now  supposed  that  moet  aC 
tbe  tracts  of  laud  Ahii-h  he  had  seen  ahont  Un 
Gidf  were  couiiecttsl :  thai  tlie  cuw^t  of  Patia  ex- 
tended westward  for  beyuod  a  chain  of  mountains 
which  he  had  beheld  nl'nr  off  frum  Margnrila  {  and 
that  the  bmd  oppoeitc  tu  Trinldiut,  tnstoul  of  beii^ 
on  island.  u>atinued  to  the  suutli.  far  hvjroad  th« 
eqaator.  into  tliat  hemh-phere  bitliurlo  unknoKn  W 
civilized  oian.  He  coiisidereil  idt  this  an  ezienoion 
of  the  A«i«iic  etaitioent:  thus  presuioiag  that  the 
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greater  pari  of  llie  Hurface  of  Ihe  globe  was  fimi 
Innd.  Ill  this  Inat  opinion  he  found  himself  sup- 
ported by  authors  of  the  highest  name,  bolh  ancieiit 
anil  motieri) ;  among  whom  he  cites  Aristotle  and 
Seneca,  Sl  Augastiue  and  Cardiual  Pedro  de 
Altouo.  He  hiys  particular  stress,  alao,  on  the 
iisserliou  of  ibe  apocryphal  Eadras,  that  of  seven 
parts  of  the  world,  six  are  dry  land,  and  one  port 
only  is  covered  with  water. 

The  land,  therefore,  surrounding  the  Gulf  of 
Paria,  was  but  the  border  of  an  almost  bound- 
less cootioeul.  stretching  far  to  the  west  and  lo 
the  south,  including  the  most  precious  regions  of 
the  earth,  lying  under  liie  most  aus]iiciou3  stars 
and  beDlgnant  skies,  but  as  yet  unknown  and  na- 
civilized,  free  lo  be  discovered  tmd  appropriated 
by  any  Chriiitiaa  nation.  "  May  it  pleiiae  our 
Lord,"  he  exclaims  in  his  letter  to  the  sovereigns, 
*•  to  give  long  life  and  health  to  your  Highnesses, 
that  you  may  prosecute  this  noble  enterprise,  iit 
which,  methinlci,  God  will  receive  great  service. 
Spain  vast  increase  of  grandeur,  and  all  Chris- 
tians much  consolation  and  delight,  since  the 
name  of  our  Saviour  will  be  divulged  ihrougboDt 
these  lands." 

Thus  far  the  deductions  of  Columbus,  though 
aoaguine,  admit  of  little  cavil :  but  he  carried 
them  still  further,  until  they  ended  in  what  may 
appear  to  Fome  mere  chimerical  reveries.  In  his 
letter  to  the  sovereigns,  be  stated  that,  on  his 
former  voyages,  when  he  eteered  westward  from 
llie  Azores,  he  had  observed,  after  saitiug  about 
a  hundred  leagnes,  a  sudden  aod  great  change  in 
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DOinena  coincided  with  those  he  hud  remarked  ii( 
the  Bftme  line,  though  further  north,  in  his  former 
voyages ;  excepting  that  here  there  was  no  her- 
b&gG  iu  the  sea,  and  the  movement  of  stars 
were  different.  The  polar  star  appeared  to  liim 
here  to  desmbe  a  diurnnl  circle  of  ten  degrees  in- 
stead of  fire ;  un  augmentation  which  strnck  him 
with  astonishment,  but  which,  he  says,  be  ascer- 
tained by  observations  taken  in  different  nights, 
with  his  quadrant  Its  greatest  attitude  at  the 
fermer  place,  in  the  parallel  of  the  Azores,  be  had 
found  to  be  ten  degrees,  and  In  the  present  place 
fifteen. 

From  these  and  other  circti  ma  lances,  he  was 
inclined  to  doubt  the  received  theory  with  respect 
to  the  form  of  the  earth.  Pliilosopbers  Lad  de- 
scribed it  as  spherical ;  bnt  they  knew  nothing  of 
the  part  of  the  world  which  he  bod  discovered. 
The  BDcienl  part,  known  to  them,  be  had  uu  doubt 
was  spherical,  but  he  now  supposed  the  real  form 
of  the  earth  to  be  that  of  a  pear,  one  part  much 
more  elerated  ihao  the  rest,  and  tapering  upward 
toward  the  akiee.  This  port  he  supposed  to  be 
is  the  interior  of  this  newly-found  coutiuent,  awI 
inunediately  under  the  equator.  AJl  the  ^ttiaia- 
ena  which  he  bad  previuusly  noticed  appeared  tu 
CDRvbonte  this  thewy.  The  varUticmh  whldi  be 
hadolnaTtd  in  pawing  the  imagiiiMy  lioe  ms- 
wng  bam  nottli  U>  •oath,  be  coDdoded  W  be 
EHsd  bj  tke  aUpa  hmnmg  wined  at  tUi  mp- 
fomi  nt^^ag  ot  (be  cutb.  wbcxe  (bey  be^n 
B^O]  to  iBoanI  towards  the  lUea  hOo  «  purer 
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iMlng  HtTecUxl  by  tlie  ooolnesa  aod  mildness  of  tbe 
oUmHM  (  varying  to  tbo  north-weet  id  ptoportioD 
H  ilie  sliipi  continiieil  onward  ia  their  atcetAr 
Ho  alto  the  nltiluda  of  the  north  st»r,  and  ibe 
yintlu  it  d€HK!ribod  in  the  heavens,  appeared  to  bf 
greator,  lu  iiunwquoncfl  of  beiug  regarded  from  a 
gnuttor  ctovatioii,  less  obliquely,  and  tlirongh  a 
purvr  invdiiiin  of  atmosphere ;  and  these  phetioai- 
«iui  wuuld  In9  fuuiHl  to  increase  the  mot«  the  i>aT> 
i^Vtt  apprvaehed  the  equator,  from  the  stiB 
increasing  eminence  of  tbu  part  of  the  earth. 

Il«    lutticei),  also,   the    didiereQce   of 
v«{utatiou,  and  pec^ilei,  of  itiia  part  of  the  New 
Wurld.   iruu  ihuoe  under  the  ~ 

Atric».  I'bere  the  beat  waa 
laud  parched  and  sterih^  the  inhahitanln  «a« 
Uack,  with  crisped  wool,  iU-ehapea  in  ibeir  fanw, 
and  doU  and  brutal  iu  their  vatmna.  Herey  o« 
the  ovutTHry,  although  the  saa  was  in  Lita,  te 
ttMud  tbo  itoouiitle  heat  moderate^  tba  a 

>  l^iiUr  HwtTr  msntiocu  tluU  U» 
jf  gnat  biu  and  u 
Muniit  lh»  ba«k  of  Um  «.  »  it 
MiiMlata  III  ■mil  hiaimi      OmcuL  i.  IB 
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and  evening  fresh  and  cool,  the  country  greeu 
and  fniitfiil,  nnd  cohered  with  beautiful  forests, 
the  people  fairer  even  than  those  iti  the  lands  he 
had  di.><covei'ed  further  north,  hariog  long  liiiir, 
with  well-proportioned  and  graceful  forms,  lively 
minds,  and  courageous  dispositions.  All  this,  in 
a  latitude  ao  near  to  the  equator,  he  attributed  to 
the  superior  altitude  of  this  part  of  the  world,  by 
which  it  was  raised  ioto  a  more  celestial  region 
of  the  air.  On  turniiig  northward,  through  the 
Gulf  of  Faria,  he  had  found  the  circle  dcsci'ibed 
by  the  north  Star  again  to  diminish.  The  current 
of  the  sea  also  increased  in  Telocity,  wearing 
away,  as  lias  already  been  remarked,  the  harboi'H 
of  the  continent,  and  producing  by  its  incessant 
operation  the  adjacent  islands.  This  was  a 
further  confirmnlion  of  the  idea  that  lie  ascended 
in  going  southward,  and  descended  iu  returning 
northward. 

Aristotle  had  imagined  that  the  highest  part 
of  the  earth,  and  nearest  [o  the  skies,  was  under 
the  antarctic  pole.  Other  sages  had  maiutaiued 
that  it  was  under  the  arctic  Hence  it  was  ap- 
parent that  both  conceived  one  pai't  of  the  earth 
to  be  more  elevated,  and  noble,  and  nearer  to  the 
heavens  than  the  rest.  They  did  not  think  of  this 
eminence  being  under  the  equiuoutial  line,  observed 
ColumbUB)  because  they  had  no  certain  knowledge 
'of  this  hemisphere,  but  only  ejioke  of  it  theo- 
reticntly  and  from  conjecture. 

As  usual,  he  assisted  his  theory  by  Holy  Writ 

"The  suD,  when   God  created  ii,"  he  observes, 

the  first  point  of  the  Orient,  or  the  first 
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li^t  wu  there."  That  place,  acconling  ta 
idea,  miH[  be  here,  in  tbe  remotest  part  of  the 
East,  where  the  ooetui  and  tbe  extreme  jwri  of 
India  meet  nndet  the  equinocliui  liite,  anl  wberv 
tbe  highetl  point  of  the  eanh  id  situated. 

He  suf^toM-'d  this  apex  of  the  worid.  though  of 
imoWMe  lieight,  to  be  neillier  rugged  nor  pre- 
dpitoiu,  but  that  Uie  land  ro^e  to  it  by  geoils 
■od  imperceptible  degrees.  Tbe  benuiiful  aai 
fertile  shores  of  Paria  were  EJluatcU  on  its 
mote  borderv,  abounding  of  course  with  those 
preciou*  articles  which  are  congenial  nitJi  i 
■Dost  farored  and  esoeltent  cliiiiaie<.  As  one 
penetrated  the  interior  and  graduaUy  ascended) 
tbe  Und  would  be  found  lo  increa^  in  beaatjr 
and  foxuriance,  nnd  in  the  czquL«iie  nature  of  ila 
productbns.  until  one  arrived  at  the  iooiinil  under 
tbe  equator.  This  be  ima^ned  lo  be  tbe  nobleat 
and  iiio^i  perfect  place  on  earth,  enjoying,  C 
its  pMition,  an  equality  of  nights  and  dajv,  and  ■ 
anifbrmity  of  seasons ;  and  being  derated  into  a 
Krane  and  heavenly  temperature,  above  ibe  hei 
■nd  cotda,  the  clouds  and  vapors,  the  storms  a 
ten^tesls  which  deform  and  disturb  the  lower 
r^iona.  In  a  word,  here  be  supposed  to  be 
situated  tbe  original  abode  of  our  first  pareotia 
the  primitive  seat  of  human  innocence  atid  l>~ 
the  Garden  of  Eden,  or  terrestrial  paradise ! 

He  imagined  this  place,  acoording  to  the  opinion 
of  the  moat  eminent  laithers  of  tbe  Church,  to 
still  dooriahing,  possessed  of  all  il£  bliasfitl  ddights, 
but  ituccessible  to  mortal  feet,  excepting  by  divine 
pennisBloa.    From  tlus  hdght  he  prvsumed,  thon^ 
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r  course  Irom  it  greni  distance,  proceeded  ilu^ 
might;  Btream  of  freeiii  water  which  filled  the 
Gulf  of  Paria,  and  awceieoed  the  salt  ocean  in 
its  vicinity,  being  supplidl  by  tlie  foiinliiin  meti- 
tioiied  in  GeneBie,  as  springing  from  the  tree  of 
life  in  the  Garden  of  Eden. 

Such  was  the  singular  speculation  of  Columtins, 
which  he  details  at  full  length  iu  a  letter  to  the 
Castitian  BovereigtiH,^  dtiug  various  autliuruieu 
for  his  opiiHonB,  among  which  were  Sc  Augus- 
tine. St.  l»idor,  and  St.  Ambroiiius,  and  fortifyiiig 
hU  theory  with  much  of  that  curious  and  spec- 
ulative erudition  in  which  be  was  deeply  verseil.^ 
It  shows  how  his  ardent  mind  was  heitted  by  the 
luaguidcence  of  his  dbcoveries.  Shrewd  men,  in 
tlie  coolness  and  quietude  of  ordinary  life,  and  iu 
these  raodeni  dtiys  of  cautions  and  sober  fact,  may 
smile  at  such  a  revery,  but  it  was  couuteuanced 
by  Ibe  speculations  of  tlie  moat  sage  and  leiu-iied 
of  thwe  times ;  and  if  this  had  not  been  the  case, 
could  we  wonder  al  any  sally  of  the  imagination 
in  a  man  placed  io  the  eituatiou  of  Columbus  F 


I  N»v»TTete,  CnU«.  de  Viigwi,  tnm.  i.  p.  i&. 

3  S«i   IllualnlioDB,  arlkle  "SiCuition   of  the   TamtriBl 

KoTF-  ~  A  great  pan  of  tiieie  tpecuUtioaa  appear  \o  hitte 
bra)  fnunil«d  on  the  tnnti«e  of  Ilie  Ciriiinal  Tedro  ile  Alinto. 
in  tthicb  CoIuihIim  Tounrf  ■  compendium  of  the  <ipiniiin<  af 
tm1«U  fmiDeai  autbon  an  Ihe  nibjtct;  Ihuagb  it  b  v>;i7 
pnbtblf  be  cocmlttd  many  oT  Uuii  Horka  likewiw.  In  lb« 
Talume  of  Pedro  d<  Aliaco,  existing  in  Ihe  libniy  of  llie  Ca- 
th«dial  al  Seville,  I  bave  meed  Ihe  gemu  of  tlieM  iitea*  in 
■niiMB  puug»  of  Ihe  lesl.  oppisile  to  whltb  marginal  Hotel 
bate  bean  made  in  Ihe  handirriling  of  Colnmbue. 
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He  behtid  a  vast  world,  rising,  es  it  were,  into 
existence  before  him,  its  niiture  and  extent  ntH 
kiiowu  aod  undefined,  as  ytt  a  mere  rt^on  for 
conjee ture.  Every  day  displnyed  some 
feature  of  beauty  and  sablimity;  island  itflar 
iaiand,  where  tlie  rocks,  lie  w«8  told,  were  veiued 
witii  gold,  llie  groves  teemed  with  spicea,  o 
shores  abounded  with  pearl  a.  lu  terminable 
ranges  of  coast,  promontory  beyond  pronou- 
lory,  stretching  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach 
luxuriant  vaJleys  sweeping  away  into  a  T«at  in- 
terior, whose  distaut  mouDtains,  he  was  told,  con' 
eealed  still  happier  lauds,  nnd  realms  of  grenier 
opulence.  When  he  looked  upon  all  this  regioa 
of  golden  promise,  it  was  with  the  glorious  con- 
viction tbnt  his  genius  hod  called  it  into  existence 
he  regarded  it  with  the  triumphant  eye  of  a  dis- 
ooverer.  Had  not  Columbus  been  cnpable  of 
these  enthusiastic  roarings  vf  the  imugioHiion.  be 
might,  with  other  sages,  have  reasoned  c&lmly 
and  coldly  in  his  closet  about  ihe  probability  of « 
continent  existing  in  the  west ;  but  be  i 
never  have  had  the  daring  enterprise  to  «dveD> 
lure  in  search  of  it  into  the  nnknown  realms  of 

Still,  in  the  midst  of  his  fanciful  specnUiions, 
we  find  that  eagHcity  which  formed  the  basis  of 
his  character.  The  conclusion  which  be  dt«w 
frum  the  great  flow  of  the  Oronoco.  that  it  mwt 
be  the  outpouring  of  a  contineni,  was  aente 
stnkitig.  A  learned  Spanish  bistorian  has  bIso 
ingvnioasly  excused  other  parts  of  bis  theory, 
**  He  Nispected,'  obeer%  ca  he,  "  a  certain  elevatioa 
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i  determined  the  world  to  be  a 


L^^l'l.sligLtly  elevated  lu  ita  equntorial  cireum- 
l^^oe,  He  suspected  that  Ite  diversity  of 
^jpBrstnres  influenced  the  needle,  not  being 
penetrate    the    cftuse  of  its    iiieonslsnt 


*i« , 


^Ulions ;  the  successive  series  of  voyages 
'IperimeDle  have  made  thia  inconstiiuey  more 
lluufest,  and  have  shown  tba.t  extreme  :;ul(l 
'HDetimes  divests  the  needle  of  all  ita  virliiL-. 
Periiaps  new  observations  may  justify  the 
of  Columbus.  Even  his  error  coricem- 
D^  the  circle  described  by  the  polar  stAT,  which 
tliougbt  augmented  by  an  optical  illusiou  in  pro- 
the  observer  approacbed  the  equinox, 
isnifcsM  him  a  pliilusopher  superior  to  the  time 
I  which  he  lired-"' 

1  MoDOZ,  Hi.1.  N.  Mundo,  lil>.  vi.  §  32. 
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IB|^|OLUatBUS  Ewd  aotid|Mted  n^oM  fton 
K^S^J  'tis  ^ils  <■■>  airiving  Bl  HispaniolB,  but 
f36^^  a  Dew  scene  of  troable  (ind  anzietj 
cpcneU  apon  bun,  destined  to  impede  the  pmse- 
cution  of  liis  enterprises,  and  to  affect  all  bis  (a- 
tore  ibrluiiea.  To  expLun  itus.  it  is  nerwiiy  to 
niate  the  occnrrences  of  ibe  ialaod  during  i» 
h»g  deteatiMi  in  Spain. 

Wlm  be  swied  for  Eorope  in  Slardv  1496, 
hk  brafber,  Dm  Bwtboloaieir.  who  Rmaiued  as 
Addaotado,  tw^  tbe  earijeel  measorea  lo  execute 
hii  directioafl  with  respect  to  lh«  mines  neentljr 
dtMorered  bf  Miguel  Dax  on  the  WMth  sideof  ibe 
island.  LeaTing  Don  Diego  Colambus  in  csoomnuid 
al  L«bella,  he  repaired  njih  a  lar^  fbrae  to  ibe 
neigfaborbood  of  the  mines  >>nd  chooaing  »  bron- 
ble  situation  in  a  place  too^  abonudii^  in  ore, 
hailt  a  fbrtreas.  (a  which  he  gare  the  luune  of 
San  Christoval.    Th«  workraen,  however,  finding 
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graiDS  of  gold  among  ihe  enrih  and  stone  em- 
ployed in  its  construction,  gitve  it  the  name  of  the 
Golden  Tower  1 

The  Adelantado  remained  hei-e  three  montlis, 
superiutending  the  building  of  llie  fortresa,  aiid 
making  tlie  neccesiirj'  prepctrations  for  working 
the  mines  and  purifying  the  ore.  The  progress 
of  the  work,  however,  was  greatly  impeded  by 
scarcity  of  provisions,  having  trei^uenlly  to  de- 
tach a  part  of  the  men  about  the  country  in 
quest  of  supplies.  Tlie  former  hoBpilality  of  the 
ialond  was  at  an  end.  The  Indians  no  longer 
gave  their  provi»iions  freely  i  they  had  learned 
inm  the  white  men  to  profit  by  the  necessities  of 
the  stranger,  and  to  exact  a  price  for  bread. 
Their  Bcaniy  stores,  also,  were  soon  exhausted, 
for  their  frugal  habits,  antl  their  natural  iiidolcnce 
and  improvidence  seldom  permitted  them  to  ha*e 
more  provisions  on  hand  than  was  requisite  for 
present  support.^  The  Adelanlado  found  it  diffi- 
cult, thereiifre,  to  maintain  so  large  a  force  in  the 
neighborhood,  until  they  should  have  time  to  cul- 
tivate the  earth,  and  raise  live-stock,  or  should 
receive  supplies  from  Spain.  Leaving  ten  men 
to  guard  the  fortreas,  with  a  dog  to  assist  them 
in  catching  ulias,  he  marched  with  the  rest  of  his 
men,  about  four  hundred  in  number,  to  Fort 
Conception,  in  lite  abundant  country  of  the  Vega. 
He  passed  the  whole  mouth  of  June  collectiag 
llie  quarterly  tribute,  being  supplied  with  food  by 
Guarionex  and  his  subordinate  cadqucs,      Tn  the 
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IbllowiDg  monlh  (Jaly,  1496,)  thu  three  caravels 
oomnuuideti  by  Ni&o  arrived  from  Spain,  Itring- 
ing  a  reinforce  meat  of  mea,  and,  wlut  was  Still 
more  needed,  a  supply  of  provisions.  The  laller 
was  quickly  distributed  among  the  hungry  oolo- 
I,  liut  unfortiuiatety  a  great  pnrt  hail  been 
iDJiired  duriug  the  voyitge.  Tbis  was  a  serious 
misfbrluDe  in  a  communiiy  nlicre  tho  least 
scarcity  produced  murmur  aud  sedition. 

By  these  ships  the  AilelsJiiado  received  letters 
from  his  brother  directing  him  to  found  a  town 
and  sea-pori  at  the  mouth  of  the  Ozema,  near  to 
the  new  mines.  He  requested  him,  also,  to  send 
prisoners  to  Spain  such  of  tbe  caciques  and  their 
subjects  as  had  been  coucemed  in  the  death  of 
any  of  the  colonists,  that  being  considered  as 
sufficient  ground,  by  many  of  the  ablest  jurists 
and  theologians  of  Spain,  for  selling  them  as 
slaves.  On  the  return  of  tbe  caravels,  tbe  Adr- 
ian tado  dispatched  three  handred  Indian  prisoners, 
and  three  caciques.  These  formed  the  ill-starred 
cargoes  about  which  Mifio  Imd  made  such  absurd 
vauntiug,  as  though  the  ships  were  laden  with 
treasure;  and  which  had  caused  such  mortifi- 
cation, disappointment,  aud  delay  to  Columbus. 

Having  obtained  by  this  arrival  a  supply  of 
provisions,  tlie  Adelaatado  returned  to  the  for- 
tress of  San  Chrisloval,  and  thence  proceeded  to 
the  Ozeina,  to  choose  a  site  for  the  projtused  sea- 
port. After  a  careful  examination,  he  cliose  the 
eastern  bonk  of  a  natiu-al  haven  at  the  mouth 
of  tbe  river.  It  was  easy  of  access,  of  sufficient 
depth,  aud  good  anchorage.    The  river  ran  through 
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ft  beautiful  rihI  fertile  coimtrj ;  its  wat«ra  were 
pare  aod  salubrious,  And  well  Btocke<l  with  fiali ; 
its  banks  were  covered  with  trees  bearing  the 
fine  fruits  of  the  island,  m  thai  in  sailing  along, 
(be  fruits  And  Rowers  might  be  plucked  with  the 
hand  from  the  branohes  which  overhung  the 
stream.^  This  delightful  vicinity  was  the  dwell- 
ing-place of  the  femiile  cacique  who  had  conceived 
an  affection  for  the  joung  Spaniard,  Miiguel  Diax, 
ajod  had  Induced  him  [a  entice  his  countrjmen  to 
that  part  of  the  islaud.  The  proraise  »hc  had 
given  of  a  friendly  reception  on  the  part  of  her 
tribe  was  faithfully  performed. 

On  a  commacding  bank  of  the  harbor,  Don 
Bartholomew  erected  a  fortress,  which  at  first 
was  called  Isabella,  but  afterwards  San  Domingo, 
sod  wfts  the  origin  of  the  dty  which  still  bears 
that  name.  The  Adelaotado  was  of  an  active 
and  indefatigable  spirit.  No  sooner  was  the  for~ 
trefs  completed  than  he  leil  in  It  a  garrison  of 
twenty  men,  and  with  the  rest  of  his  forces  set 
out  to  visit  the  dominions  of  Behechio,  one  of 
the  principal  cbiefbuns  of  the  island.  This  ca- 
cique, as  has  already  been  mentioned,  reigned 
over  Xaragua,  a  province  comprising  almost  the 
whole  coast  nl  the  west  end  of  the  island,  includ- 
ing Cape  Tibnroo,  and  extending  along  the  south 
side  as  &r  as  Point  Aguida.  or  the  small  bland 
of  Beaia.  It  was  one  of  the  most  populous  and 
(ertilc  districts,  with  a  delightful  climate :  and 
its  inhalwtiuiis  were  »>fter  and  ntore  graceful  in 
theu-  manners  than  the  rest  of  the  ulandera. 
>  Peter  Hsrtrr,  d«c^  L  lib.  v. 
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Wiih  tkts  cadqoe  ntiAed  Ah 
the  late  fannkUe  CMMln.  She  wm  Mter  to 
Bdwdim,  mad  bad  taken  it&gt  «ri&  bcr  bmlicr 
afterdw  aiptiii«  af  hw  hMfaMd.  She  wn  OM 
of  Ike  MUt  beairitiM  feMki  of  Ae  iik^  ;  hv 

GdUen  Fkwer."  She  poweaeed  *  geuH  ai^s- 
rior  to  ll»  geaenlily  of  her  mec^  and  was  edd 
IS  exeel  n  compwiiig  thoae  Hide  kgeaivj  bel^ 
bde,  or  areytoB.  which  the  native 
perionned  tbeir  luiiioDal  4»Bce*.     AD  tks4 


a  nalDial  diguitj  and  graee  hanllj  to  be  i 
in  her  ignimiit  and  mfage  conditiau. 
Manding  the  mia  with  wbicfa  her  bnsbi 
been  oTerwhehned  br  the  bostilhf  of  tT 
men,  abe  appean  lo  have  enienaioe]  no  t 
tive  feelingB  toward*  them,  knowiog  iliat  he  bad 
proToked  their  vvageance  by  hia  own  TgJantai; 
warlarch  Sbe  regarded  the  Spaniatds  with  m1- 
miratioD  ai  almost  saperhumui  beio^  and  her 
intelUgerU  tnind  perceiTed  tbe  AuiliEf  and  im- 
polity  of  BDj  attempt  to  resist  their  BBperionif 
in  arta  and  anna.  Having  gical  inllueuee  orer 
ber  brodier  Behechio,  she  oonnseled  him  to  take 
warning  b;  tbe  Ikte  of  ber  faiubaod,  and  lo  eoa- 
aliate  the  frieod^bip  of  tbe  Spentaida  t  and  it  is 
suppoeed  that  a  knowledge  of  the  friendly  «eati- 
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menia  and  ibe  powerful  inHuences  of  this  prin- 
cess in  a  great  measare  prompted  the  AdeUntoilo 
to  his  present  expedition.' 

Ill  pHSsing  through  thoee  parts  of  the  island 
which  had  hitherto  been  unvisited  by  £uro])eaDS, 
the  Adelanlado  adopted  the  same  imposing  meas- 
ures which  the  admiral  had  used  on  a  former 
occasion ;  he  put  his  cnvalry  in  the  advauce,  and 
enlered  all  the  Indian  towns  in  martial  army,  with 
standards  displayed,  and  the  sound  of  drum  and 
trumpet. 

After  proceeding  about  thirty  leagues,  ho  cnrae 
to  the  river  Neyva,  which,  issuing  from  the 
mountains  of  Ciboo,  divides  the  southern  side  of 
the  island.  CroBSiDg  this  stream,  be  dispatched 
two  parties  of  ten  men  each  along  the  sea-coast, 
in  search  of  brazil-wood.  They  found  great 
quactilies,  aud  felled  many  trees,  which  they  stored 
in  the  Indian  cabins,  until  they  could  be  taken 
away  by  sea. 

Inclining  with  his  main  force  to  the  right,  the 
Adelanlado  met,  not  far  from  the  river,  the  cacique 
Behechio,  with  a  great  army  of  his  subjects,  armed 
with  bows  and  arrows  and  lancea.  If  he  had  come 
come  forth  with  the  intention  of  oppoe^ing  the  in- 
road into  his  forest  dooiaina,  he  was  probably 
daunted  by  the  formidable  appearance  of  the 
Spaniards.  Laying  aside  his  weapons,  he  ad- 
vanced and  accosted  the  Adelantado  very  nroicably, 
professing  that  he  was  thus  in  arms  for  Ibe  pur- 
pose of  subjecting  certain  villagea  along  the  river, 
1  Chvkvbix.  QM.  St.  Daminga.  lib.  ii.  p-  IIT.  HnCoi, 
Hkt.  N.  Huiula,  tib.vi.te. 
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<.r  tho  c 


fur  tho 


Htul  inquiring.  n[  ibe  Bome  timt.  the  objed  <>r  iliis 
iucursion  of  the  Spntti&nls,  The  AdelnotMilo  ka- 
Hutvil  liiiii  tliiit  he  cameoo  a  peaceful  visit  to  pass 
uliitld  linm  in  frietully  intercourse  at  Xara^ab 
II(<  8uccL-<?<It?il  so  well  in  nllajing  the  appreheiMon 
riigue,  thai  the  latter  dismissed  his  mmj, 
awilt  messengers  to  order  prepAratttMis 
mitable  receptiou  of  wi  distinguished  a 
Ah  tlie  Spflniards  ailvtuiced  into  the  ter- 
ritorie*  of  tlie  chiefWin,  and  passed  throaglt  the 
distiicis  of  hie  inferior  caciques,  the  latler  brought 
forth  cAssava  bread,  hemp,  cotioD,  and  Tariou* 
other  productions  of  the  land.  Ai  length  the; 
drew  near  lo  the  residence  of  Behecliio,  which 
was  a  large  town  situated  in  a  beautiful  port  of 
the  country  near  the  coheL,  at  the  bottom  of  ihni 
deep  bay,  called  at  prMtnt  Ihe  Bighi  of  I^eognn. 
The  Spaniards  had  heanJ  many  acoouniij  of  the 
Koft  and  delightful  region  of  Xaragua.  in  one  p*rt 
of  which  Indian  traditions  placed  their  Elysian 
fields.  They  had  beard  much,  h1»o,  of  the  beauty 
And  urbanity  of  the  inhabitants :  the  mode  of  th«r 
reception  was  calculated  lo  confirm  tlieir  favorable 
prcpoB«e9siona.  As  thev  approached  tlie  place 
lliirty  I'cninlee  of  the  cacique's  bouseliold  canity 
forth  to  meet  them,  singing  their  areytos,  or  tnt- 
dilionary  ballads,  and  dancing  and  waring  palm 
branches.  The  married  females  wore  aprons  of 
embroidered  cotton,  reaching  half  way  to  the  knee ; 
the  young  women  were  entirely  naked,  with  merely 
a  fillet  round  the  forehead,  their  hair  falling  upon 
their  shouldcn.  Tbey  were  beautifully  propor- 
tioned ;  their  skin  smooth  and  delicate,  and  their 
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complexioii  of  a  tlear  agreeflbte  brown.  Accord- 
ing loolJ  Peter  Msrtyr,  the  Spaniards,  when  they 
beheld  them  issuing  forth  from  iLeir  green  woods, 
almosi  imngiiied  they  beheld  the  fabled  dryads, 
or  native  nymphs  and  fairies  of  llic  fountains,  sung 
by  the  ancient  poets.'  When  they  came  before 
Don  Bartlioiomew,  they  knelt  and  gracefully  pre- 
sented him  the  green  branches.  After  these  caine 
the  female  caciqne  Anncaona,  reclining  on  a  kind 
of  light  litter  borne  by  six  Indians.  Like  the 
other  femnles,  she  had  no  other  covering  thnn  aii 
apron  of  Tarioiis-colored  cotton.  She  wore  ronnd 
her  head  n  fnigrant  garland  of  red  and  white 
flowers,  iind  wreaths  of  the  same  round  her  neck 
and  arms.  Siie  received  the  Adelantadu  and  his 
followers  with  that  natural  grace  and  courtesy  for 
which  she  was  celebraiod ;  maaifeating  no  hostility 
towards  them  for  the  fate  her  husband  had  ex- 
perienced at  their  hands. 

The  Adelantado  and  his  officers  were  conducted 
to  the  house  of  Behechio,  where  a  banquet  was 
served  up  of  ulias,  a  great  variety  of  sea  and  river 
fish,  with  roots  and  fruits  of  excellent  quality. 
Here  first  the  Spaniards  conquered  their  repug- 
itance  to  the  guano,  iLe  favorite  delicacy  of  the 
Indians,  bnt  which  the  former  had  regarded  with 
disgust,  as  a  species  of  serpent.  The  Aiklaiitado, 
wilting  to  accustom  himself  to  the  usages  of  the 
country,  was  the  first  to  taste  this  anicniil,  being 
kindly  pressed  thereto  by  Anacaona.  His  followers 
imitated  his  example ;  they  found  it  to  be  highly 
pahitable  and  delicate ;  and  (ram  that  time  forward 
1  Peter  Martyr,  decad-  i  lib,  v. 


The  bniitjiiet  being  over.  Don  Banhnlonienr 
Willi  six  of  \ih  priiicipol  cavaliers  were  Wired  in 
Ilje  ilweiling  of  llchechio ;  the  rest  were  disIributMl 
in  ihe  houses  of  the  inferior  caciques,  where  thej 
»Icpt  in  hmnmocks  of  matted  c 
betU  of  the  n 

Far  two  days  they  remalued  wiih  the  hoefut- 
able  liehechio,  eotertaiiied  with  various  Indiaii 
gnmes  and  (i^stiTilies,  among  which  the  i 
markabte  was  the  represenlation  of  a  b 
Mjuadruiia  of  naked  Indiana,  armed  *< 
arrows,  sallied  suddeoly  into  the  pablic  : 
b^>n  to  skirmish  i 
Haorish  play  of  canes,  or  tiltiag  reeds.  By  dejgi'w 
tliey  became  excited,  and  £>aght  with  sacfa  earnai- 
neas,  that  four  were  aUio,  and  many  waanded, 
wbieh  Memed  la  increase  the  interest  and  pleasore 
of  dte  spectators.  The  coolest  wooM  have  em- 
tinoed  knger,  and    might  have  been  atiU  note 

t  **  TbcM  Mipaam  in  lyk»  ala  ancoiOn,  taiing  ia  bf^ 
«■•;  Ih^  call  Ib^  tiiim  Cabi  l&^  d«T  aooi  of  mm 
NM  4ama  wtnatiw*  to  (bM  of  Ibia.  by  hob  af  Ihcvi* 
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bloody,  had  not  the  Adt'luDtodo  anil  thu  ollii^r 
cavaliers  iiiterfered  and  begged  tliut  the  guiiio 
migh[  cea^e.' 

When  the  festivities  were  over,  and  familiar 
lAlercourse  liad  promoted  ntutunl  conlitleiieo,  the 
Adelautodo  addressed  the  cacique  and  Attnoauna 
on  the  real  object  of  his  Tieit.  Ho  informed  him 
that  his  brother,  the  admiral,  hod  been  sent  to 
this  island  by  the  sovereigns  of  Cnstile,  wlio  were 
great  and  miglity  potentates,  with  many  kingduiiis 
under  their  sway.  That  the  admiral  hud  re(urned 
to  apprise  his  sovereigns  how  many  tributary 
otciques  there  were  in  the  lebnd,  leaving  him  in 
command,  aud  tlmt  he  had  come  to  receive 
Beheehio  under  the  protection  of  these  luigljty 
sovereigna,  and  to  iirrange  a  tribute  to  be  paid 
by  hiiD,  in  such  a  manner  as  should  be  must  con- 
venient and  satisfactory  to  himself.^ 

The  cacique  was  greatly  embarrassed  by  tliis 
demand,  knowing  the  sufierings  inflicted  on  the 
other  parts  of  the  island  by  the  avidity  of  tbe 
SiKutiards  for  gold.  He  replied  that  be  had  bwxi 
apprised  that  gold  wu  ibe  great  object  for  wluufa 
the  white  men  had  come  to  their  island,  aud  tbal 
a  tribute  was  paid  in  il  by  sotne  of  his  fellow 
eaciqaes  ;  but  that  in  do  port  iA  his  ttrrilories 
wat  gtdd  io  be  found;  and  hi>»  eubjeda  Iwrdly 
knew  wlul  it  was.  To  llus  llie  Adelaaiadi>  re- 
pGod  with  gieai  sdraitaeai,  tbai  mnliiiif  wm 
fwlhu  fiwD  the  intrntian  or  wiili  of  bis  (ovtr- 
ops  [ban  (w  ivqiuir  a  iribulie  io  llutige  nut  pro- 
<  U*  Cmw.  Him.  lad.,  lib.  1.  ca^  lU- 
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Uuoed  in  lits  ilumiiiiuus,  but  that  it  might  be  pAid 
to  oolloD,  hemp,  and  caswva  hreiul,  with  which 
the  surrounding  country  oppearet]  to  abound. 
The  oounteuniice  of  ilie  cacique  bri};lLieiii.-d  ai 
this  intimalioD  ;  he  promiW  clieerfal  oumplia»c«!. 
uid  iustHUllj'  »eiil  orders  lo  oil  hia  MibordJule 
caciques  to  sow  abuadimoe  of  colton  fca-  the  firsj 
pD^meat  of  the  slipulated  tribute.  Having  made 
all  llie  requisite  arrangements,  the  Adelnnbtdo 
look  a  most  friendly  leave  of  BeUeciiio  and  his 
sister,  and  set  out  for  Isabella. 

Thus,  by  iLinicable  and  sagacious  managemeai, 
one  of  the  most  extensive  provinces  of  the  island 
was  brought  iiiLo  clieerful  subjeetiou,  and  had  not 
iJie  wise  policy  of  ihe  Adelanlado  been  defeaied 
by  the  excesses  of  worthless  and  turbulent  men, 
a  large  reveuue  might  have  been  collected,  with- 
out any  recourse  to  violence  or  oppressiott.  lo 
all  instances,  these  simple  people  appear  to  bnve 
been  eslremely  tractable,  and  meekly  and  even 
cheerfully  to  have  resigned  tbeir  righl4  to  the 
white  men,  when  treated  with  gentlcae.ss  and 
hiunanity. 


I 


CHAPTER  n, 


CSTADLISHMENT  Or  A  CH&IN  0¥  MOJTARr  POSTS— TN- 
SLIUllICTiaM  Ot  OUABIONES,  TBH  CAOIQUB  OF  THE 
VEOA. 

[Ui>li.] 

'riving  at  Isabellii.  Don  Barliiolomew 
1  foand  il,  oh  usual,  a  scene  of  misery  and 
I  repining.  Uany  had  died  during  hia 
absence ;  moat  were  Ul.  Those  wiio  were  beultbj 
complained  of  tbe  scarcilf  of  food,  and  tliose  wh» 
were  ill,  of  the  want  of  medicines.  The  pro- 
visions distributed  among  them,  from  llic  supply 
brought  out  a  few  months  before  by  Pedro  Alonzo 
Nino,  had  been  consumed.  Partly  from  sickness, 
find  parity  from  a  repugnance  lo  labor,  they  had 
neglected  to  cultivate  the  surrounding  country, 
and  the  Indians,  on  whom  they  cbieUy  depended, 
oulniged  by  their  oppressions,  had  abuttdoiied  the 
vicinity,  and  tied  to  the  mountains ;  choosing 
rather  to  subsist  on  roolfi  u»d  herba,  in  their 
rugged  retreats,  than  remain  in  tbe  lusurinut 
plaint',  subject  to  ibe  wrongs  and  cruelties  of  tiie 
white  men.  The  history  of  this  island  preseuts 
cuutinual  pictures  of  the  miseries,  the  actual  waul 
and  poverty  produced  by  the  grasping  avidity  of 
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gold.  It  had  rendered  the  Spnniftrd^  h«edle»  of 
■Jl  the  lets  obvious,  but  more  certain  nnd  salnbrtcKts 
sources  of  wenlth.  All  labor  Kemeil  loet  that  w»s 
to  pmliice  profit  bj  a  circuiluus  process.  InateaA 
of  callivating:  the  luxariaat  soil  around  them,  and 
lierivjng  real  treasures  from  its  surface,  Uwy 
WMluiI  I  heir  time  iti  seeking  for  mines  and 
^'ilduH  Klrenms  and  were  etairing  in  the  midat 
of  fertility. 

No  sooner  were  the  prorisiotis  exhausted  which 
hnd  Iwen  brought  out  by  Niiio,  than  the  roIonLw 
began  to  brenk  rortl(  iu  liieir  accusionied  marmun, 
Tliey  represented  liiemselvea  ti9  neglected  by  Co- 
lumbus, who,  amid  the  blaudishmeata  and  delights 
of  a  cottrt,  Ihougbt  little  of  their  suffering  Tbey 
considered  themselves  equally  forgoiieo  by  govern- 
ment ;  while,  having  no  vessel  in  the  harbor,  they 
were  destitute  of  all  means  of  sending  home  intel- 
ligence of  tlioir  disastrous  situo^on,  and  imploring 
relief. 

To  remove  this  lost  cause  of  discontent,  and 
fiimiflh  some  object  for  (heir  hopes  and  thoughts 
to  rally  round,  the  Adelantsdo  ordered  that  two 
camvels  should  be  built  at  Isabella,  for  ibe  Uiie 
of  the  island.  To  relieve  the  settlement,  also, 
from  all  useless  and  repining  individuals,  during 
this  lime  of  scarcity,  he  distributed  such  a^i  were 
too  ill  to  labor  or  to  bear  arms,  into  the  interior, 
where  they  would  have  the  benelil  of  a  better 
climate,  and  more  abundant  supply  of  ludian 
provisions.  He  at  the  same  time  completed  and 
garrisoned  the  chain  of  niiliUiry  posts  established 
by  his  brnlher   in   [he   preceding  year,  consisting 
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of  live  foriifiei]  hoases,  each  Buiroundcd  by  its 
dependent  liamlet.  The  first  of  these  was  alxinl 
nine  leagues  (roro  Isabella,  and  was  called  La 
E^peronza.'  Six  leagues  bejond  vras  Saiita  C:il- 
nlina.  Four  leftgiics  and  n  half  further  wns  Mag' 
dalena,  where  the  Gri»t  town  of  Santiago  was 
afterwards  founded ;  and  five  leagues  further, 
Fort  Conception — which  was  fcHlified  with  great 
care,  being  in  the  vast  and  populous  Vega,  and 
within  Iiair  a  league  from  the  residence  of  its 
tacique,  Guariones.'  Having  thus  relieved  lea- 
1>ella  of  all  its  useless  populatiun,  and  lefl  none 
but  such  as  were  loo  ill  to  be  removed,  or  were 
required  for  the  service  and  protection  of  the 
place,  and  the  construction  of  the  caravels,  the 
AdeUntado  returned  with  a  large  body  of  ihe 
most  effective  men,  to  the  fortress  of  San  Do- 
mingo. 

The  military  posts  thus  established  succeeded 
for  a  time  in  overawing  Ihe  natives  ;  but  fresh 
hostilities  were  soou  maniresled,  excited  by  a 
different  cause  from  the  preceding.  Among  the 
roiseionaries  who  had  accompanied  Friar  Boyle 
to  the  island,  were  two  of  far  grealer  zeal  ihim 
their  superior.  When  he  returned  to  Spniii, 
they  remained,  earnestly  bent  upon  the  fulfill- 
ment of  their  mission.  One  was  called  Romoti 
Pane,  a  poor  hermit,  as  he  e^led  himself,  of 
the  order  of  St.  Geronimo  ;  tlie  other  was  Juan 
Borgonon,  a  Fraut^scan.     They  resided  for  some 

'  P.  Mimyr,  decjid  i.  lib.  v.  Of  the  reddenec  of  Giuramex, 
obicb  oiiul  have  been  m  canndcnbU  town,  oM  tbg  lust  t». 
bge  rma  tw  diKomed  *t  proaenL 
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(JiiM   a.xaan%    th*    InrfianB   of  the    Vega.    Htrei^ 
antiHly  nmlcnvnrtng  to    nutlcc  mnverts.  and 
MiMvndMt  wiili  ciiiH  Ikmily  *i('  aixteen  persona,  th* 
r-hiL-f  of  which,  on  baing  hnpticed,  look  the  t 
uf  Juftii   MhIpo.     The  ntnTcniuu  of  the  uudqn» 
(iDnriatifix,  Imwcver.  wns  their  maiii  objtHtt.    Tin 
nslnnt  nf  \na  |Mi!UH)Miuiia  maiilB  his  conrenioa  <rf 
ffvnt  impurtHiicn  U>  ibe  inlereata  of  the  volotij', 
nnil   Willi    cnimidcred    by  Lhe    zenlous    &lher*    & 
OKuinii  nf  bringing  his  nanteroiis  subjects  a 
ihd  'Inmininti  uf  the  Church.     For  some  thiiH  ha 
hint  n  willing  «iir ;    he  lenrnt  the   Paler   XosterT 
Uie   Ave  Maria,  anil   the   Creed,  nod  made 
«rhol«  family  rnpent  them  daily.      The  other 
<!M|nea  of  the  Vegn  nmi  of  the  provinces  of  CifaaiH 
however,  Mofled  at  biin  lor  meatily  contanniog 
ihn  Invra  and  rmNtoina  of  strangers,  usurpers  of 
bin   domains,  niiH   oppressors  of  bis   natioo.     The 
fHam  complained   that,  in   consequence  of  llwse 
evil  com nntnicai ions,  tliejr  uonvert  anddeotj 
InpMHl    intn    infldeltiy  i    but    uoother   and    man 
grievoQi    eaUEie   is  aseigned   tor  hie  rccsotaliaik 
His    fsYorite  wife   was   sedaced   or    treaEed   with 
outrage  t^  a  SpanianI  of  authority  ;  and  the  < 
fliqne  renounced  nil  faith  in  u  religion,  whiFb. 
lie  supposed,  adniitied  of  such  atrocities.     Losing 
all  hope  of  effecting  hie  conversioo,  the  misB' 
rira  reranTed  to  the  territories  of  another  eaciqu^ 
tabiti^  wiili  ibem  Juan  Uateo,  their  Indian  convert. 
Before    their    depart  ore.    tbey   erected   a    smaB 
chapel,  and  famished  it  with  on  altar,  cructlix, 
and  images,  for  the  use  of  the  facnily  of  Mateo. 
Sciirccly  had  they  departeil,  when  several  lif 
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dians  entered  tLe  chnpel,  broke  the  images  ici 
pieces,  tnimp1e<l  Clium  uuder  foot,  and  buried  ibem 
in  a  neighboring  field.  Thia,  it  was  said,  was 
done  by  order  of  Giiarionex,  in  ooiileinpt  of  the 
religion  fJMm  which  he  had  apostatized.  A  com- 
plaint of  lliis  enormity  was  carried  lo  the  Ade- 
lantado,  who  ordered  a  Ruit  to  be  immciliatcly 
instituted,  and  those  who  were  found  culpable,  to 
be  punished  according  to  law.  It  waa  a  period 
ofgrealrigur  in  ecclesiastical  law,  especially  among 
the  Spaniards.  In  Spain,  all  heresies  in  religion, 
all  recautatioos  Irom  the  faith,  and  all  acts  of 
sacrilege,  either  by  Moor  or  Jew,  were  punished 
with  fire  and  fagot.  Such  was  the  fate  of  ibe 
poor  ignomnt  Indians  convicted  of  this  onlrage 
on  the  Church.  It  is  questionable  whether  Gita- 
riotiex  hod  any  hand  iu  this  olTenee,  and  it  is 
probable  tbat  the  whole  afiair  was  exaggerated. 
A  proof  of  the  credit  due  to  the  evidence  brought 
forward,  may  be  judged  by  one  of  the  facts  re- 
corded by  Koraan  Pane,  "  the  poor  hermit,"  The 
field  in  which  the  holy  images  were  buried,  was 
pknled,  he  says,  with  certain  roots  filiaped  like  a 
turnip,  or  radish,  several  of  which  coming  up  in 
the  neighborhood  of  the  images  were  found  moat 
miraculously  in  the  form  of  a  cross.' 

The  cruel  punishment  inflicted  on  llicse  Indi- 
tuis,  instead  of  daunting  their  countrymen,  filled 
tliera  with  horror  and  indignation.  Unaccus- 
tomed to  such  stern  rule  and  vindictive  justice, 
and  liaviug  no  clear  ideas  nor  powerful  seuti* 
meats  with  respeei  to  religion  of  any  kinil,  ibcy 

1  t'>vrilan  de  Fr.  Ronuu,  Illst.  del  AIinitui'LH. 
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«o«U  mot  oNnpirbnd  Ac  natare  nor 

tke  CTHBe  awBMJHad.     Ei«a  fiaii  it 

aaionlly  nodcnte  wd   padfic.  «m   b^dr  in- 
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He  kpuw  ttw  111  liiJ  fkil  ■■<  pciMnas  of  dw 
SlMiwwfc :  bn  gloo4  •*  «««  of  Ikeir  ^nfay,  aad 
ha  faU  biftn  Ua  tbB  dHHtnNM  be  of  ChoMbB  ; 
but  be  WM  fMwtowd  ImU  by  despair,  aad  he  be> 


n  of  Ub  nee.  Tie  earij  wriien 
speak  of  a  Iratfitioa  nxrmit  uodo;  tba  iahati- 
tants  of  the  ialaod,  rwpectiag  tkK  Goaiianex. 
Be  waa  of  aii  anaeat  Uoe  of  beivdiiaiy  eMtqoEa. 
Hie  blher,  in  time*  bog  pteeeJiiig  tbe  feawerj. 
baring  farted  br  ire  dan,  aueunliag  to  tbeir  oa- 


houa^oM  deitj,  fbr  iofbrmaliua  of  thin^  to 
mne.  Bt!  received  fbr  an  uwwvr.  that  witliiia  a 
few  ;reiirs  there  ifaonU  eooe  lo  the  island  a  n*- 
(km  eurervj  with  clotlung,  which  ebooU  doiDDf 
all  tlieir  LtMttHu*  and  eeremonies.  and  sbj  dieir 
ehtliirvn  or  redtiee  them  lo  painfol  aerrtliaLe.' 
The  tradition  was  probably  invented  by  the  Ba- 
tioa,  or  pricsli^  after  the  Sponiant  hail  begun  bo 
exerciBe  Ukir  severilws.  Whether  tbeir  predic- 
iioB  bMlaa  dbtf  ia  dupaeing  the  mind  of  Goor- 
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rionex  to  hostilities  Ls  UDcertniii.  Some  hxve  as- 
Berteil  thttt  he  whh  compelled  to  lake  up  arms  by 
bis  subjects,  who  ihreitceiied,  i[i  case  uf  liiu  r«- 
fosal,  to  cbooae  aome  otber  chiellaiu  t  utlittra  liHve 
ftllcigetl  the  outrage  committed  upon  Iiim  fuvnrile 
wife,  aa  the  print^ipnl  cause  of  his  irrimiion.'  It 
was  probably  these  ihiiigs  combineil,  which  itt 
length  induL'dd  him  to  enter  into  Urn  cotupirucy. 
A  secret  uonHullation  waa  held  Hmuiig  llie  vo- 
dqiies,  wherein  it  wfu  conoerlod,  that  uii  tlic  day 
of  pnymeat  of  their  quarterly  tribute,  when  a  great 
nnmber  could  as.'minhle  without  causing  suspicion, 
they  should  suddenly  rise  upon  the  Spaiiiurdii  awl 
mawacre  them.^ 

By  some  means  the  garriKrn  at  Fort  Owicep- 
lion  received  intimaiion  of  thb  oouspirocy.  Be- 
ing but  a  handful  of  men,  and  surroundud  by 
boBlile  tribes,  ihey  vrrote  a  letter  to  llie  Adt^lan- 
tado,  at  San  Dumuigo,  imploring  innnediatc  aid. 
Ai  this  letter  might  tie  taken  from  their  Indian 
messenger,  tlie  nalivm  having  discovered  lliul 
these  letters  had  a  wonderful  power  of  oomiuuiii- 
eating  intelligence,  and  fkncying  they  conld  talk, 
it  was  inclceed  in  a  reed,  to  be  ue«d  aa  a  ilafl' 
Tbe  messenger  was,  in  fact,  iaLei^'cpled ;  but, 
afiectiug  to  be  dumb  aud  lame,  and  iutitualing  by 
Mgns  ibal  be  was  reMiroiug  home,  was  penniued 
to  limp  forward  on  hi*  journey.  When  out  of 
fighl  be  reaomed  hii  speed,  and  bore  the  tetter 
M&Jy  and  cx|ieditiooslj  to  Son  Domiogo.' 


Homa,  Hict.  lad.,  Ooad.  i-  lib-  iii.  cafL  7. 
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Tbo  Adetantado,  with  his  cbanKUrialie  prampt- 
new  mhI  Htivitjr,  set  <»(  immediAldj  witb  • 
boil;  of  Uvo[«  for  tbo  fonreas ;  twd  Iboagfa  his 
men  irere  mach  cnfeebM  bjr  Man^  fiue,  hatd 
Mniee,  and  lotf  marelMB,  huiiicd  (hen  rapiAf 
fcrwanL  Never  did  aid  anive  laanofipoitinB^- 
The  IndiaM  vera  waeabted  m  the  plain,  to  the 


Hirlhi 


B^    ■ 


leaninT.  end  wwti^  far  the  affiiBleJ  tine  1b 
strike  the  U»w.  AAcr  teeeehiag  with  the  earn- 
■MBder  of  the  fafttCM  a»d  Us  ofiews,  ike  Ade- 


toiniaglhe  pfama  la  irtith  A*  « 
had  iliatnbeied  their  fcras,  be  nnmialpJ  m 
oJker  wtib  a  bodj  of  nan  to  caeh  gari^ae^  «iA 
vien,  at  an  i^foaMd  hanr  gf  Ihe  eighc,  (• 
rash  into  the  TJIhigiw,  Itpriae  them  mhtf  mi 
enaraed,  biod  d»  eedqeeB,  end  bcnig  theito  atf 


beaucnded  wiili  nwei  diflicultr  a 
AUaiuadu  Kwk  the  diarge  iW  it  epoa  1 
M  the  bewl  of  eoe  hondral  nea. 
This  MiMagcni.  ibuwleit  upoc 
of  the  altaduMutL  iri'  ibe  IndiaDe 
teiaa.  and  calculated  to  iipat«  a  greac  efHuiut  of 
bki«il.  was  compleieljr  mceasafU.  The  lifltiw. 
having  tw  wbUb  nur  uther  da&Beee.  ware  qvtfly 
eatend  u  miduigbl,  and  ibe  Stiaaiards,  rashtag 
Badilenljr  into  the  houaee  wfaare  the  oadiqae* 
were  <tUMterad,  teinal  aid  bocuai  them,  to  the 
B«anberaf  faenaee.  Mid  hurried  ihant  off  to  the 
rortrau,  bedute  auj  eSan  awld  be  made  Ear  rheii 
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rescue.  The  ludlcuis,  s  Crack  with 
terror,  made  no  reaisIoDce,  nor  any  show  of  boa- 
tililyi  Burrouncting  the  tbrlress  \u  great  mulli- 
tade».  bui  wiiliout  weapons,  they  filled  the  air 
vrith  duleful  Lowliogs  and  lameniAtious,  implor- 
ing llie  release  of  tbeir  cbietiaioa.  Tlit:  Adelan- 
tado  cooiplett'd  his  enterpri!<e  nilb  tbe  spirit, 
»HgBvilj,  und  moderulioii  with  which  he  had 
hitherto  vouduclcd  tt.  He  ol^tiiined  information 
of  the  causes  of  this  conspiracy,  and  the  iudi- 
viduidfl  most  culpable.  Two  caciques,  the  priD- 
fapal  ntovers  of  the  Insurrcciiot),  and  who  had 
most  wrought  upon  tbe  easy  niilure  of  Guoi^ 
ionei,  were  put  to  death.  As  to  tliut  unfortunate 
cacique,  the  Ailelauiado  considering  tbe  deep 
wrongs  be  hud  Buffered,  (uid  Lbe  »lawuesa  with 
wHcli  be  liad  beeu  provoked  to  revenge,  mngiiaii- 
imously  pardoned  him ;  niiy,  according  to  Las 
Casus,  he  proceeded  with  stera  justice  agoiust  tbe 
Spaniard  whose  outrage  on  his  wife  bad  sunk  so 
deeply  in  his  benrt.  He  extended  bis  lenity  nbo 
to  the  remaining  chietUins  of  the  conspiracy ; 
protuising  great  favors  nud  rewards,  if  they 
Bbould  continue  Srm  in  their  loyalty ;  but  terrible 
punishments  should  they  again  be  found  in  re- 
bellion. Tbe  heart  of  Guariones  was  subdued 
by  ibis  unexpected  clemency.  He  made  a  speech 
to  liis  people,  setting  forth  the  irresistible  might 
Htnl  valor  of  tbe  Spaniards  ;  Iheir  great  lenity  to 
offenders,  and  their  generosity  to  such  as  were 
faithlul;  mid  he  earnestly  exhorted  tbem  honce- 
lorlh  to  cullivate  their  triendship,  Tbe  Indians 
listened  to  him  with  attention  :  his  pntises  of  the 
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white  raeo  were  confirmed  by  tbeir  treatment  of 
hiinaclf;  wlieu  he  had  concluded,  they  tuok  him 
upon  their  ahuultlerB,  bore  bim  to  his  habttaliou 
with  «ongs  and  §hout8  of  joy,  and  for  some  time 
the  tranquillity  of  the  Vega  was  restored.^ 

'  Pfler  Martyr,  decad.  i.  lib.  v-    Herrcn,  Hial.  lad.,  iteaA. 

i.  lib.  Hi.  cap.  S. 
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S.UIAOOA   TO   BECEIVB 


[1497.] 

JITH  ftU  hia  energy  and  discretion,  the 
AUi'lnnlado  found  it  difficult  to  m&aage 
tlie  proud  and  lurbiilent  spirit  of  the 
colonists.  Tliey  could  ill  brook  the  sway  of  a 
foreigner,  who,  wlien  they  were  restive,  curbed 
them  with  an  iron  band.  Don  Bajlholoniew  had 
nut  the  same  legitimate  authority  in  their  eyes 
H9  hiB  brotlwr.  The  admiral  wim  the  discoTerer 
of  the  country,  and  the  authorized  represeutative 
of  the  sovereigns ;  yet  even  him  they  with  diffi- 
culty brought  themselves  to  obey.  The  Adelan- 
tndo,  on  the  ctititrary,  was  regarded  by  many  as 
II  mere  intruder,  assuming  high  comroand  without 
Diithority  from  the  crown,  and  ehauldering  him- 
self into  power  on  the  merits  and  services  of  bis 
brother.  They  spoke  with  impatience  and  indig- 
nation, also,  of  the  long  absence  of  the  admiral, 
Hud  his  fancied  inattention  lu  their  wanU> ;  little 
aware  of  the  incessant  anxieties  be  was  sulfering 
on  their  account,  during  hie  detention  in  Spain. 
The    sagacious    measure  of    the    Adelanlado    in 
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building  llie  caravels,  for  some  time  diverted 
llicir  ulCeiilioD.  Tliey  watcbed  their  progress 
with  sollciliide.  looking  iipou  them  as  a  means 
either  of  obttiiiiing  relief,  or  of  ubiindoiiiDg  tbe 
island.  Aware  liiat  repining  and  di9conteiiI«d 
men  should  never  be  left  iu  idlotiess,  Don  Bar- 
tholomew kept  them  conliniially  in  moicmenl : 
and  indeed  a  state  of  constant  nctiritjr  wua  oua- 
genial  to  hia  own  vigorous  spirit.  About  ihia 
time  messengers  nrrived  from  Bebechio,  t-soque 
of  Xaragiia,  informing  him  that  he  hiul  large 
quantities  of  cotton,  and  other  Hrliclcs,  in  which 
bis  tribute  was  to  be  paid,  ready  for  deliveiy. 
The  Adclantado  immediately  set  forth  with  a 
numerous  train,  to  revisit  this  fruitful  and  huppy 
region.  He  waa  ngsiii  received  wiiii  soags  ud 
dances,  and  all  the  national  deraoiistratiouB  of 
respect  and  amity  by  Bebechio  and  his  »ster 
Aiiacaoiia.  The  latter  appeared  to  be  highly 
popular  among  tbe  natives,  and  to  have  almost  as 
much  sway  in  Xaragua  us  her  bi-otlier.  Her 
natural  ease,  and  the  g7-aceful  dignity  of  her 
manners,  more  and  more  won  the  admiratioo  of 
the  Spaniards. 

The  Adelantado  found  thirty-two  inferior  caci- 
ques assembled  in  the  house  of  Bebechio,  Await- 
ing his  arrival  with  their  respective  tributes.  The 
coUon  they  had  brought  wiis  enough  to  fill  one 
of  their  bouses.  Having  delivered  Ilu's,  they 
gratuitously  oSered  the  Adelantado  us  much  gu> 
sava  bread  as  he  desired.  The  otTer  was  moat  tc- 
ceptable  in  the  present  necessitous  state  of  iba 
colony;  and  Don  Bartliolomew  sent  to  Isabdls 
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(br  oite  of  the  mravels,  which  wiis  uearly  fiiiUliod, 
lo  be  dispiilched  as  ftouii  as  possible  to  Xui'iiguo, 
to  be  fi-eighted  with  bread  iitid  cotton. 

In  l\ui  meHntiint,  the  uativea  brought  from  all 
qUATiers  Urge  supplies  of  prorisiona,  and  ouler- 
t»ioed  their  guesta  with  continual  festivity  and 
baiiquetjug.  The  early  Spanish  writei's,  whose 
iouiginittiona,  heated  by  ihe  uceouuls  of  the  voy- 
agers, oouM  not  ibrm  hji  idea  of  the  simpliL-iiy  of 
savagQ  lif^t  espedally  iu  these  newiy  dJacovered 
ootuitriea,  whieh  were  supposed  to  border  upon 
JiSM,  often  speuk  in  terras  of  Orientnl  miignifiuince 
of  the  oiitertuitiinenta  of  the  tiatives,  the  palaces 
of  tlie  caciquta,  and  the  lords  and  ladies  of  their 
courts,  as  if  they  were  describing  tite  abodes  of 
JkUatic  potenutes.  The  accouniB  given  of  Xara- 
gUA.  however,  have  a  difiereni  character ;  nnd  give 
n  picture  of  suv^e  life,  in  its  perfection  of  idle 
luid  ignorant  enjoyment.  The  troubles  which  dis- 
tricted the  other  parts  of  devoted  Hayti,  hail  not 
rotdied  the  inhabitants  of  this  pleasant  region. 
Living  among  beautiliil  and  fruitful  groces,  on  the 
bonlets  of  a  iea,  apparently  forever  tranquil  and 
unvexed  by  storms ;  having  few  wants,  and  those 
readily  supplieil,  titey  appeared  emaneipaled  from 
the  common  lot  of  labor,  aud  to  pass  their  lives 
in  one  uninterrupted  holiday.  When  tlffi  Spiin- 
Urda  regarded  the  fertility  nnd  sweetness  of  this 
omintry,  the  gentleness  of  its  people,  and  the 
beauty  of  its  women,  they  pronounced  it  a  per- 
fect paradise. 

At  length  the  caravel  orrivBd  which  was  to  be 
freighted  with  the  articles  of  tribute.    It  anchored 
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about  six  miles  from  the  reaidence  of  Beliecbio. 
AiiU  AiiaoADiiB  proposed  lo  her  brolher  tlial  they 
should  gu  togttlier  to  behold  what  »he  called  tlie 
great  catioe  of  the  wiiite  men.  On  their  way  tu 
the  cooat,  the  AJelanlado  was  lodged  one  night 
in  a  village,  in  a  bouHe  where  AnituiouA  treasured 
up  those  articles  vrhich  she  esteeinod  most  rare 
and  precious.  They  consisted  of  vnriuiis  mtinu- 
fncturea  of  cotton,  ingeuioualy  wrought  i  of  vessels 
of  clay,  moulded  iuto  dillereiit  forms ;  of  chairs, 
tables,  aud  like  articles  of  furniture,  formed  of 
ebotiy  und  other  kinds  of  wood,  and  carved  with 
varioui  devices,  —  nil  evincing  great  skill  nnd  in- 
genuity in  a  people  who  had  no  iron  louU  to  work 
with.  Such  were  the  simple  treeaui'es  of  thu 
Indian  princess,  of  which  she  mode  numemii 
presents  to  her  guest. 

Nothing  could  exceed  the  wonder  and  delight 
of  this  intelligent  woman,  when  she  lirat  beheld 
the  ship.     Her  brother,  who  treated  her  wttfa  ■ 
frutenial  fondness  and  respeclful  atleiiLion,  wortlif  I 
of  civilized  life,  had  prepared  two  canoes,  gKjdf  I 
painted  and  decorated  ;  one  to  convey  her  and  h 
attendants,  and  the  other  for  himself  and  his  chief-  ] 
tains.     Aimcaona,  however,  preferred  to  emboHk,  1 
with  her  attendants,  in  tlie  ship's  boat  with  iha 
Adelanlado.     Aa  they  approached  the  caravel,  ft 
salute  was  fired.     At  the  report  of  the  cannon,   i 
and  the  sight  of  the  smoke,  Auacaona,  overcoma  ] 
with  dismay,  fell  into  the  arms  of  the  Adelantado^  I 
and  her  atieudanis  would  have  leaped  overboard,  j 
bnt  the  laughter  anil  the  cbeerliil  wonls  of  Don  | 
Bartholomew  speedily  reassured  ihtui.     A»  they 
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drew  nearer  lo  the  vessel,  several  insirumeDls  oi' 
martial  mnnic  struck  up.  with  whicb  they  were 
greatly  delighted.  Their  admiration  increased  oa 
entering  on  board.  Accustomed  only  to  iheir 
simple  and  slight  canoes,  everything  here  appeared 
wonderfully  vast  and  complioiied.  But  when  the 
anchor  was  weighed,  the  sails  were  Bpread,  and, 
aided  by  a  gentle  breeze,  they  beheld  this  vuH 
mass,  moviug  apparenily  by  its  own  volition,  vet^r- 
ing  from  side  to  side,  and  playing  like  a  huge 
ntonster  in  the  deep,  the  brother  and  sister  re- 
mained gazing  at  tuieh  other  in  mute  aatonish- 
inent.'  Nothing  seems  to  have  tHIed  the  mind  of 
the  most  stoical  savage  with  more  wonder,  than 
that  sublime  and  beautjlui  triumph  oi'  genius,  a 
ship  under  sail. 

Having  freighted  and  dispatched  the  caravel, 
the  Adelaalndo  made  many  presents  to  Bebechio, 
bis  sister,  aud  iheir  attendants,  and  took  leave  of 
them,  to  return  by  land  with  his  troops  to  Isabella. 
Aiiacaona  showed  great  affliction  at  their  parting, 
entreating  him  to  remain  some  time  longer  with 
them,  and  appearing  fearful  tlial  they  had  failed 
in  their  humble  attempt  to  please  him.  She  even 
offered  to  follow  him  to  the  settlement,  nor  would 
ohe  be  consoled  until  he  had  promiswl  to  return 
again  to  Xaragua.' 

We  cannot  but  remark  tlie  ability  shown  by  tlie 
Adelantado  in  the  course  of  his  transient  govern- 
of  the  island.    Wonderfully  alert  and  active, 

1  Petnt  Murtyr.  decni.  i.  lib.  v.    HeirEta,  dECSd.  i.  lib.  ill. 
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CONSPIBAGY  OF   R 


[H97.] 

jlHE  prime  mover  of  ihe  present  iiiiacliief 
i  U11U  Frauciaco  Ruldaa,  a  mnn  under 

_|  the  lieepest  obligations  to  the  admiral. 

BaiscH  by  liiin  from  poTert;  and  obscurity,  he 
had  been  employed  at  first  in  menial  capacities ; 
but  showing  strong  natural  talents,  and  great  as- 
Biduity,  he  liad  been  made  ordinary  alcttlde,  equiv- 
alent lo  juBtioB  of  the  peace.  The  able  manner 
in  which  he  acquitted  himself  in  this  situation. 
and  the  persuasion  of  hia  great  fidelity  and  griil- 
ilude,  induced  Columbus,  on  departing  for  Spain, 
to  appoint  him  alcaide  mayor,  or  chief  judge  of 
the  island.  It  ia  true  he  was  an  uneducated  man, 
but,  as  there  were  as  yet  no  intricacies  of  law  in 
the  colony,  the  ofiice  required  lit  lie  el^e  than 
shrewd  good  sense  and  upright  principles  li)r  its 
discharge.^ 

Rotdan  was  one  of  those  base  spirits  wliich 
grow  venomous  in  the  sunshine  of  prosperity. 
His  benefactor  had  returned  to  Spain,  apparently 

I  Herrers,  decad.  i.  lib.  iii.  cup.  1. 
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ment,  severe  toil,  and  the  loug  absence  of  the  ail- 
mira],  he  affected  to  be  moved  by  their  ilisireaweB. 
He  threw  out  suggeBlJons  that  ilie  udrniral  might 
r  return,  being  diagraced  and  ruined  in  fon- 
Mqueiice  of  the  representations  of  Aguado.  lie 
sympathized  wilh  llie  hard  treatment  they  es- 
perienrad  from  the  Adeliiuladi)  and  his  bnilher 
DoD  Diego,  who,  being  foreigners,  could  lake  no 
interest  ia  Ibeir  welfare,  nor  feel  u  proper  respcet 
for  the  pride  of  a  Spaniard ;  but  who  used  ibeu 
rely  as  slaves,  to  build  houses  and  liirtres^es  for 
them,  or  to  swell  their  stale  and  secure  their  power, 
H5  they  marched  about  the  island  enriching  tbein- 
uslres  with  the  spoils  of  the  ntciques.  By  these 
auggeetioiiB  he  exasperated  tbcir  feelings  lo  sqoIi 
a  height,  that  they  had  at  one  time  formed  a  con- 
spiracy to  take  away  the  life  of  the  Adehiniado, 
ho  only  meiin-t  of  delivering  themselves  from 
odious  tyrant.  The  time  and  place  for  the 
perpetration  of  the  a(?t  were  concerted.  The  Ade- 
lunlado  had  condemned  lo  death  a  Spaniard  of 
he  name  of  Berahoiin,  a  friend  of  Roldan,  and 
f  several  of  the  conspirators.  What  was  his 
Sl-nse  is  not  positively  staled,  but  from  a  passage 
1  Las  Casas,'  there  is  reason  to  believe  tliat  he 
was  ihe  very  Spaniard  who  hcul  violated  the  Ittvor- 
vife  of  Guarionex,  the  cacique  of  the  Vega. 
The  Adelantado  would  he  preaent  at  the  eseciilion. 
3  arranged,  therefore,  that  when  the  popu- 
lace had  assembled,  n  tumult  should  be  made,  as 
if  by  accident,  and  in  the  confusion  of  the  moment. 
Dun  Bartholoniew  should  be  dispalchcd  with  a 
t  Lm  Cuu.  Hist.  Ind.,  lib.  i.  cap.  IIS. 
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pOMid.      Fortnatlelj    far  the   Atohnlado,    he 


Uke  place,  dod  ihe  plan  of  the  cotpiralim   was 

iii»o>mcerted.' 

Wluin  Don  Bartholomew  waa  afafent  eoUeding 
the  IribtiU:  in  Xaragoa,  Roldan  tboi^;hr  U  wcs  ■ 
taTonlile  time  lo  bring  aifairs  to  a  c^a.  He  bad 
wiiode^  tbe  Tcelings  af  (he  oolooisu.  and  Moer- 
lainod  tbftt  tbLTe  was  a  '^rge  party  disposed  tat 
ftfisD  Kditioii.  His  plan  was  10  create  a  pcfitikr 
Iiimiilt,  to  interpose  in  his  official  diaracl«r  oT 
alcalde  mayor,  to  throw  the  blame  npon  tJie  op- 
prvRiiiiin  Biul  iDJustice  of  Don  Dii-go  and  lus 
bnithcr,  and,  while  be  usurped  ibe  reins  of  aa- 
ihurity.  M  appear  as  if  actuated  otjly  by  scftl  for 
the  }«acc  and  proaperity  of  the  island,  and  tbc 
iiiiereilg  of  the  sorereigns. 

A  pretext  soon  presented  itself  for  the  proposed 
lumnlt.  Wbeti  the  caravel  relumed  titim  Xar- 
agtM  Uuleii  with  the  Indian  tributes,  and  the 
cargo  WHS  diiicliHrged,  Dou  Diego  hud  the  ve 
drawn  up  on  the  land,  lo  protect  il  from  accidents, 
or  from  any  ^iniaccr  designs  of  the  disaffected 
cotoiiixin.  Boldan  immediately  pointed  thia  i 
cuin^Iniice  nut  lo  his  partisans.  He  secretly 
iiivrighud  ngflinst  the  hardship  of  having  thia 
v<i^i>i:]  dmwn  on  shore,  instead  of  being  left  afloat 
fur  the  benefit  of  the  colony,  or  sent  lo  Spain 
imiku  known  their  disireBses.  lie  hinted  thai 
thu  true  reason  was  the  feur  of  the  Adelantado 
anil  Ills  brother  leal  ficcuunu  should  be  carried  to 
Spain  of  their  misconduct :  and  he  itffirnied  that 
■  UiBt.  del  Alniinote,  cap.  73. 
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they  wished  to  remftiti  undisturbed  masters  of  the 
iBland,  and  keep  the  Spaniards  there  aa  subjects, 
or  rather  as  slaves.  The  people  took  fii-e  at 
these  suggestions.  They  liad  long  looked  for- 
ward to  the  complutioQ  of  the  caravels  as  their 
only  chance  for  relief;  they  now  insisted  that  the 
vessel  should  he  launched  and  sent  to  Spain  for 
supplies.  Don  Diego  endeavored  to  convince 
them  of  the  fully  of  iheir  demand,  the  vessel  not 
beiug  rigged  and  equipped  for  such  a  voyage  ;  but 
the  more  he  attempted  to  pacify  them,  the  more 
unreHsonahlu  and  turbulent  they  became.  Rol- 
dan,  also,  became  more  bold  and  explicit  in  hia 
iusiigiktions.  He  advised  them  to  launch  and 
liiku  possession  of  the  caravel,  as  llie  only  mode 
of  regaining  their  independence.  They  might 
then  throw  off  the  tyranny  of  these  upstart 
Btrangere,  enemies  in  their  hearts  to  Spaniards, 
and  might  lead  a  life  of  ease  and  pleasure ;  shar- 
ing equally  all  that  they  might  gain  by  barter  in 
the  island,  employing  the  Indians  as  slaves  to 
woi'k  for  them,  and  enjoying  unrestrained  indul- 
gence with  re.spect  to  the  Indian  womeii.^ 

Don  Diego  received  information  of  what  was 
iermeutiug  among  the  people,  yet  feared  (o  come 
to  an  open  niplure  with  Roldau  in  the  present 
mutinous  stale  of  the  colony.  He  suddenly 
detached  him,  therefore,  with  forty  men,  to  the 
Vega,  under  pretext  of  overawing  certain  of  the 
natives  who  had  refused  to  pay  their  tribute,  and 
hod  shown  a  disposition  to  revolt.  Roldan  made 
use  of  this  opportunity  lo  slreiigtben  his  faction. 

1  KUt.  del   Alaiiiinte,  cap.  73. 
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He  in&de  friendB  and  partUKDa  among  the  diseon- 
lenled  eouiquus,  sec-relly  justifying  them  in  their 
resistance  to  the  impositiuu  of  tribute,  and  promis- 
ing them  redress.  He  secured  the  devotion  of  hia 
own  Noldiera  b^  great  acts  of  indulgence,  disarming 
Hod  dismissing  sucL  as  refused  full  parucipatioo 
in  his  plHOei,  and  returned  with  his  little  bnod  b> 
Isabella,  where  he  felt  secure  of  a  strong  partj 
among  the  commou  people. 

The  Adelantado  Imd  by  this  time  returned  from 
Xaragua;  but  Roldan,  feeling  bimseir  at  the  head 
of  a.  strong  taction,  nud  arrogating  to  himself  great 
ttutliority  from  \\\&  official  station,  now  openlj 
demanded  that  tlie  caravel  should  be  launclied,  or 
permission  given  U)  himself  and  his  followers  to 
launch  it  The  Adelantado  peremptorily  refused, 
observing  that  neither  he  nor  liis  companions  were 
mariners,  nor  was  the  caravel  furnished  and 
equipped  for  sea,  and  ibat  neither  the  safety  td 
the  vessel,  nor  of  the  people,  should  be  eo* 
dangered  by  their  attempt  to  navigate  ber. 

Koldan  perceived  that  hia  motives  were  sn*- 
pected,  and  felt  that  the  Adelantado  was  too 
formidable  an  adversary  to  contend  with  in  any 
open  sedition  at  Isabella.  He  determined,  there' 
fore,  to  carry  bis  plans  into  operation  in  some 
more  favorable  part  of  I  he  island,  always  trusling 
to  excuse  any  open  rebellion  against  the  uutbwity 
of  Don  Bartholomew,  by  representing  it  as  a 
patnotic  opposition  to  his  tyranny  over  Spaniards. 
He  had  seventy  well-armed  and  determined  meo 
under  bis  commanii,  and  he  tnisted,  on  erecting 
his  standard,  to  be  joined  by  alt  (he  disaffected 
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throughout  [he  islnnd.  He  set  off  Biidilenly, 
therefore,  for  ihe  Vega,  intendiog  to  eurprifie  the 
fortress  uf  Conception,  and  by  getting  eomniutid 
oftliAt  post  and  tlie  rich  couutry  adjucent,  tu  set 
Ibe  Adelantado  at  deliauce. 

He  slopped,  on  hie  wiiy,  at  various  Indian 
viltngea  in  which  the  Spaniiirds  were  distributed, 
eudenroring  to  enlist  the  latter  in  his  party,  by 
holding  out  promises  of  great  gain  and  free  living. 
He  attmnpicd  also  lu  seduce  the  nntii'es  from 
their  allegiiiuce,  by  promising  them  freedom  from 
all  tribute.  Those  caciques  with  whom  he  had 
maintained  a  previous  understanding,  received 
him  with  open  nrnie;  particularly  one  who  had 
taken  the  name  of  Diego  Marque,  whose  Tillage 
he  made  his  head -quart  era,  being  iibout  two 
leagues  from  Fort  Conception.  He  wiis  diaap- 
paiiited  in  hia  hopes  of  surprising  ihu  fortress. 
lis  commander,  Miguel  Ballester,  whs  an  old  and 
stanch  soldier,  tioth  resolute  and  wary.  He 
drew  himself  into  his  stronghold  on  the  approach 
of  Roldan,  and  dosed  hia  gales.  His  giirrison 
wait  sniiill,  but  the  fortification,  situnted  on  tiie 
aide  of  a  hill,  with  a  river  ronuing  iit  its  foot, 
WHS  proof  against  any  assault.  Roldan  had  still 
some  hopes  that  Ballesier  might  be  disalTecied  to 
government,  and  might  be  gradually  brought  into 
hia  plans,  or  that  the  garrison  would  be  disposed 
to  desert,  tempted  by  the  liceutious  lile  which  he 
permitted  among  hia  followers.  In  tlio  neighbor- 
hood was  the  town  inhabited  by  Guurionex. 
Here  were  quurlered  tliirty  soldiers,  under  the 
command  of  Captain  Garcia  de  Barrantes.     Rol- 
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dttti  repaired  tbilher  with  his  armed  furce,  hoping 
to  enlist  BArmnte^  und  his  pnrty;  but  the  CHpteia 
shut  himBdl'iip  with  hb  men  in  n  Ibrtilicd  bouse, 
refusing  to  permit  them  to  hold  any  cummunivHtiou 
with  Roldaii.  The  latter  threatened  lo  aet  fire 
to  the  house ;  but  after  a  little  coDgideratiou,  coo- 
lenled  himself*  with  seizing  iheir  store  of  pro- 
visions, and  then  marched  lotvurds  Fort  Concep- 
tion, which  WHS  not  qiiile  half  a  league  diatunt.^ 

1  Hcrrera.  dccad.  i.  lib.  iii.  cap.  1.  tliat.  d«l  Almfnuite, 
™p.Tl. 

Extract  of  a  t/Urr  from  T.  S.  Bcntkn,  E$g.  ~  1 M7.  Fort 
Cnnceptian  ii  siiualpd  at  tba  foot  ot  b  bill  now  called  Saolo 
Csrra.  It  ia  eonitrucliid  of  brickH,  *nd  ja  oIiddsI  u  entjra  at 
the  preMiit  da;  ob  when  jiut  Gninhed.  It  Bluiita  in  tb* 
gloom  of  an  eiubtranl  fiirot  wbich  I)u  iovaded  ihe  bcbbb  or 
fanner  biulle  «nd  ictivltyj  n  epot  once  cnnsiderHl  ot  gnat 
linporliiiM,  and  eumjuiidcd  by  sHsmiBof  JiitelligBnt  btings. 

Wbat  bun  bacgmi]  o(  Ibe  counlleu  multitudes  tljit  fbrtraa 
wu  inteadBd  to  ■weV  Not  ■  trace  of  ttiem  rctaoini  uu»[^ 
ing  in  Ihe  records  of  histoiy.  The  lilence  of  Ihe  tomb  pr«v»ila 
where  their  habitatiouB  responded  lo  Iheir  sougs  and  duic«a. 
A  fell  indigent  Spaniards,  living  in  iniMntbls  hovels,  •caltered 
widely  apart  in  the  bosom  of  the  tbre«l,  are  now  Ibe  mis 
ocoapnnu  of  thia  once  fruitful  and  beautiful  rcgioD. 

A  Spaniih  lown  giadufllly  grew  up  round  the  fortresa;  the 
ruEna  of  nhich  extend  to  a  considerable  diatonce.  It  wu  de- 
■lioyed  by  an  earthquake,  at  nins  o'clock  of  the  mnriTing  of 
Saturday,  aoth  April,  1564,  during  Ihe  celebralinn  of  tnaoo. 
Put  of  the  memuvB  walls  of  a  handiome  church  slill  remain, 
■1  well  OS  those  of  a  very  Urge  convent  or  hospital,  mppoted 
la  have  bftn  conslrucled  in  pureuance  of  (he  leBtameatuj 
difposilioni  of  Columbus,     The  inhabitants  who  aurvlved  llie 
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FORT  CONCEPTION— HiS  INTERVIEW  IVITU  ROLDAN. 
[1.197.] 

1HE  AtlGlnalado  had  received  iult^lligetice 
of  llic  flngiliouB  proceedings  of  RoWan, 
yet  hcsiiHted  for  a  time  lo  set  oul  in 
pursuit  of  him.  He  had  lost  all  coofidenuu  in  tlie 
lojalij  of  the  peopio  around  him,  and  ktittw  not 
liosv  far  tbe  conspiracy  extended,  nor  on  wliritu  he 
could  rely.  Diego  de  Escobar,  ttlcnyde  of  the 
fortress  of  La  Magdaleiio,  together  with  Adrian 
de  Moxica  and  Pedro  du  Valdivieso,  all  principal 
men,  were  in  league  with  Roldan.  He  feared  thai 
the  commander  of  Fort  Conception  might  likewise 
he  in  the  plot,  and  tbe  whole  island  in  arms  against 
him.  He  was  reassured,  however,  by  tidings  from 
Miguel  Ballester.  Thiit  loyal  veteran  wrote  to 
him  pressing  letters  for  succor ;  representing  the 
weakness  of  his  garrison,  and  the  increasing  forces 
of  the  rebels. 

Don  Bartholomew  hastened  to  his  assistance 
with  Ills  accustomed  promptness,  and  threw  him- 
eelf  with  a  reinfbrcemoDl  into  the  fortress.    Being 
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llPiurxDl  *>r  llio  furoe  of  the  rebels,  niid  dciabtful 
iif  llio  li'ynlly  of  hi»  own  followers,  he  determined 
tw  B'Inpl  niilii  incnMitvs.  UiMlerstending  that  Rol- 
■litn  <T4M  qiinrtfrml  Ml  ik  viltngt!  but  hiilf  a  leagae 
tllalitiit,  tic  M'lit  M  iiicMingi!  to  him,  rtuDoustrating 
tin  ihi'  l)n{;ratil  irrvgulMitjr  of  his  conduct,  the 
l*\|u«y  \K  vrikf  mlcuUlH  to  produce  in  the  inland, 
nitil  4h«  ivrtftin  ntiii  tt  must  bring  npoa  hitoaeU^ 
MHil  *«iMm<>«M)nj^  him  to  •^^^cm'  «I  the  fortresa, 
(tWjt^t  ^t*  *r«rJ  (at  Iw  ptnottal  nfeiy.  Roldu 
ivf'Miiivxl  «ic(\<(^mftly  **  Fon  OMi«f>tioa.  where  the 
A<M«inM<4A  lioM  *i  fMrky  villi  bi     ~ 
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ence  of  his  men,  mid  deparleil,  declnriiig  llial  lie 
would  seek  a  mure  eligible  ve^iJeiico  ebcwlieit-,' 
He  now  proposed  to  Lib  followers  to  liike  |x>B' 
seesioa  of  the  remote  proviuce  of  Xuragun.    The 
Spaiiiurds  wlio  had  reluraed  thence,  gtive  viiiicing 
accounts  of  the  life  tliey  liad   led  there ;  of  the 
fertility  of  the  soil,  the  sweetness  of  ibo  nliionte, 
the  hospitulity  and  gentleness  of  the  people,  their 
feasLs,  dauces,  and  various  arauBements,  and,  above 
all,  the  beauty  of  the  women ;  for  they  had  i>eun 
captivated  by  the  naked  charms  of  the  duiicing 
nymphs  of  Xarugua.     Jii  thia  deliglitful  region, 
emancipated  from  the  iron  rule  of  tite  Adeluiiltido, 
and  relieved  from  the  itecesniiy  of  irkaome  labor, 
ihey  might  lead  a  life  of  perfect  freedom  and  in- 
dulgence, and    have  a  world  of  facuuty  at  tUeir 
eonimaud.     In  short,  Boldau  drew  it  picture  of 
liKise  sensual  enjoyment,  such  as  he  knew  to  be 
irresistible  with  men  of  idle  and  dieaolute  hubltc 
His  followers  Ho:eded  witli  joy  tu  lu«  propOBitiuo. 
Some   preparatiouB,    however,   were   iieueMtary  to 
carry  it  into  eH«L-l-     Tukiug  adviititit^  ul'  the  ab- 
sence of  the    Adelaotado.  he    suddenly    uikrcbed 
with  bb    baud  to    Isabella,  and   uHtetiu^:  ii  in  u 
nuuuier  by  aurprixe,  Budeavored  to  launch  lUe  vamtr 
raL  with  whicii  tbey  might  anil  lu  Xitragnn-     L>ou 
Diegu  ColuDibutt,  bearing  the  tumult,  iaeueil  lurti> 
with  K-vural  euviiUun' :  but  sudi  ww  the  twnw  «rt 
the  mutiueen  and  tiieir  nHsuattuu^  vuuduci.  Lk»>  Un 
was  obliged  to  witlidniw.  with  Lis   luibcieuU,  iiilu 
the  fcMOreM.     JEtuidaui  lieid  MVMkl   t^l«r   **^ 
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tbe  perMn  of  tlie  AiU'liuilHtlii,  or  to  itrilu*  #<iiiid 
bloiv,  in  his  present  (;ri|>|iW  kibIv,  llint  hIimiiM  'IIx- 
oble  him  I'ram  ofieriug  further  uiiilmtMlluii.  lt<'- 
turuing,  therefore,  to  the  vioiiiily  uf  Kurt  Cuiiwii- 
tion,  he  endeavored  in  every  way,  hy  tJie  luuiiiii 
of  subtle  emisenries,  to  setluco  Uiu  gtirriiou  lu  ilu- 
Mrlion,  or  to  excite  it  to  revolt. 

Tbe  AdelaDUido  (Inred  not  l«ke  [lie  fli'lil  with 
hb  forces,  haviug  no  conQdenue  in  llieir  ll<liilily. 
He  knew  that  llwy  iiiitoned  wUtfully  to  the  viiiia- 
Baries  of  Roldnn,  and  contrMtod  thn  inuiiKni  litre 
and  atern  discipline  of  llie  garriaon,  witti  tliu  nhiiii- 
dant  cheer  and  eiuiy  niiHmlu  timl  prvviiilud  Miutuji 
the  rebels.  To  counteract  UieM  Mdiietiuim,  he 
reinxed  from  hi»  usua]  striutueH,  trenttnj;  hi*  inwii 
with  ^eat  iitdulgencTt  au*^  promwliiK  lliarn  Inrifi: 
rewarilB.  By  lliece  meutw  Iw  wu  eimUud  hi 
muiutiiin  tKiuie  de^ee  of  luyaUy  itmuug  his  iut'on, 
hit  MTvice  Imy'unc  the  ndviuitoge  uver  tlui  ul' 
ot  bi-iug  DO  tins  tide  ul'  gciv«ruuuii  wkI 


Kodiu^   hie  nlleiuple   lu  «<>i-rup[   iLi 
imeBceeMrul,  Rttd  fenriu^  *uuk  nuiyvn  i 
tiie  vigoruuB  AdeliuUiidu.  liuiiiau  iiiia» 
HBoe.   mill    iMfughi     tiv    iuHidi-Ki-    t 
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a  AeatereiK'  of  l<i>  Mitburiij.      lit^  itt 
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retain  Iheir  friendship  in  this  time  of  danger. 
Roldan's  faction  daily  guined  Bireiigtb :  tliej 
mnged  insoltiiily  and  at  large  in  the  open 
country,  and  were  supported  by  the  misguided 
natives ;  while  ihe  SptLiiiards  who  retnained  loyal, 
fearing  conspiracies  among  the  natives,  had  (o 
keep  under  shelter  of  tlie  fort,  or  iu  the  strong 
houses  which  they  had  erected  in  ilie  viliiiges, 
The  commanders  were  obliged  lo  iialliale  all 
Icinds  of  sligiils  and  indignities,  both  from  lljeir 
soldiers  and  from  the  Indians,  fenrlul  of  driving 
them  to  sedition  by  any  severity.  The  clothing 
and  mnnitions  of  all  kinds,  either  for  maintenance 
or  defense,  were  rapidly  wasting  away,  and  the 
want  of  all  supplies  or  tidings  from  Spain  was 
sinking  the  spirits  of  the  well-affected  into  de- 
spondency. The  Adetantado  was  shut  up  in 
Fori  Conception,  in  duly  expectation  of  being 
openly  besieged  by  Roldan,  and  was  secretly  in- 
formed that  means  were  taken  to  destroy  him, 
should  lie  issue  Iroro  the  wiills  of  the  forlres^.^ 

Such  was  the  desperate  stale  to  which  the 
colony  was  reduced,  in  consequence  of  the  long 
detention  of  Columbus  in  Spain,  and  ttie  imped- 
iments thrown  in  the  way  of  all  liis  mensui'es  for 
the  benefit  of  the  island  by  the  delays  of  cabinets 
and  the  chicanery  of  Fonwea  and  his  caielliles. 
At  this  critical  juncture,  when  faction  leigned 
triumphant,  and  the  colony  was  on  the  brink  of 
ruin,  tidings  were  brought  to  the  Vegu  that 
Pedro    Fernandez    Curannl    had   arrived   at    the 
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port  of  Smd  DomtngD^  with  lwt>  ^pa, 
supplies  1^  all  kinds,  and  a  Mrong 
of  troupe.' 

1  Lh  Cwu.    Hcim.    RmL  M 


CHAPTER  VI. 

SECONK  INSUKHBI'TION  OF  CUABIONEX,  AND  HIS  KLIOUT 


[U98.] 

■-  nrrivnl  of  Coronal,  wliieli  took  plare 
1  tlie  (liini  of  FebruRi'y,  was  [lie  salvn- 
I  tioii  of  llie  colooy.  The  reiiiforcemenU 
of  troops,  aiii!  of  supplies  of  nil  kiuds,  strengthened 
tlie  IihikIs  of  Don  Bartholoinew.  The  roy«l  eon- 
firniHtinii  of  lii.s  litle  and  authority  sa  Adekiitailo 
Bt  once  dispelled  nil  donbta  as  to  the  legilimacy 
of  his  power:'  and  the  tidingR  that  the  udmirut 
waa  in  high  favor  at  court,  and  would  soon  arrive 
with  a  powerful  squadron,  struck  consternation 
into  those  who  had  entered  into  the  rcbelliou  on 
the  presumption  of  his  having  fallen   into  dis- 

The  Ailelantiido  no  longer  remoined  mewed 
up  in  \m  fortress,  hut  set  out  iminediutely  for 
Snn  Domingo  wiili  n  part  of  his  troops,  although 
a  much  auporinr  reliel  force  waft  at  the  village  of 
the  caciqae  Gunrionex,  at  a  very  short  distance. 
Boldan  followed  »lowly  and  gloomily  with  his 
party,  anxious  to  ascertain  the  truth  of  thete 
tidings,    to    make    partiMius,  if  possible,  among 


but   Kbldan  paused  within  a 

When  llie  Adelantado  founi 
San  Domingo  with  this  angii 
Hnd  the  prospect  of  tt  still  gre 
at  liAiid,  liis  iDAgnimimity  prcv 
dignatioii,  And  he  soii};ht  bj  gei 
the  popular  Bedilions,  ihut  the 
restored  lo  tranquillity  before  hi 
He  considered  that  the  colon 
grently  from  the  WRUt  of  suppli 
'contents  liod  been  heightened  b 
bad  been  compelled  to  iiiltict ;  ai 
been  led  to  rebellion  by  doubis 
or  his  authority.  While,  tbereri 
the  royal  act  sanctioning  his  till 
promised  amnesty  for  nil  pnat  otr< 
of  immediate  return  to  allogiiinc 
Rolilun  was  within  Ore  leagiiee 
with  his  bntiil,  he  seul  Pedro  F< 
who  had  been  appointed  by  the  * 
niayar  of  the  island,  to  exhort 
promising  him  oblivion  of  the  p 
that  the  representations  of  a  dii 
able  man  like  Coronal,  who  bad 

the    f«v.»r    in    w|.:-'.    '""    1.^.1.^. 
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.  [Kjwer ; 
)  preveul  his  toUowera  from  »»m- 
_^**«iliug  with  Coronul,  lesl  they  sliould  be 
^^^Ced  from  him  by  the  proraiBe  of  pardon. 
*>*u  ihMt  emisaary,  therefore,  npproaclitd  the 
^"^^•unpinent  of  the  rebels,  he  wiia  opposed  iu  a 
JV^Tww  \>9t9  by  a  body  of  archers,  with  their 
R^*viow8  levelled.  "Halt  ihei«!  traitor!"  cried 
7  ''ildao,  ■'had  you  arrived  eiglit  days  later,  we 
I   ■boold  all  have  been  uniied  aa  one  man."  ^ 

u  Coroiinl  CDdetivored  by  fair  reasoning 
J  bid  earnest  eutreaty  to  wiu  this  perverae  and  tur- 
I  klent  mau  from  his  cai'eer.  Boldan  ao^wered 
I  irith  bardihiKxi  and  deltaiice,  profcHsiiig  tu  oppose 
'  wly  the  tyniiiiiy  niid  misrule  of  the  Adeinnlndo, 
bill  to  be  ready  lo  submit  to  the  adraiml  on  his 
anivaL  He,  imd  several  of  his  principal  coti- 
fedentef,  wrote  letters  to  the  same  efieel  to  their 
friends  in  Suu  Domingo,  urging  iheiii  to  pleud 
1  with  the  admiral  when  he  ahould 
'.  him  of  their  dispositiou  tu 
row  ledge  hia  nulliority. 

fr'heii  Corouiil  retui'ned  with  accounts  of  Rol- 

i  Gonliimatty,  the  Adelaiitudo  prot^lalmed  liicn 

I  bis  foJIowerB  traitors.     Tlml  shrewd   rebel, 

r,  did  not  suffer  his  men  lo  remain  within 

Ifaer  the  seduction  of  promise  or  the  lerroi'  uf 

;  he  immediately  set  out  on  bia  march  fur 

B  promised  laud  of  Xitragua,  trusting  to  impair 

nexy  honest  prinuiple  and  vii'luous  tie  of  liis  mia- 

I  U«mn,  decul.  I.  lib.  iii.  cap.  S. 
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In  -the  DKan  time  the 
inlrigtiea  among  tbe  aciqaa 
moic  BpparvDt.  No  tuooer  b 
left  Fort  CoDCeprion,  tbma 
rormed  amoog  the  natire*  lo  siupriae  ii.  Ct«u<' 
ionex  was  ai  liie  haul  of  this  oonspirMj.  nored 
by  tbe  imtigslions  of  RoUan,  who  b«d  proawaed 
him  pntectton  and  asistancv  and  M  on  bf  iIm 
foriom  hope,  tn  thij  distt«cted  state  of  tha  ~ 
bh  Cwon,  of  relieriog  his  paienial 
the  intuterable  domination  of  tmirpiiig  stll 
Holding  secret  comoiDnicxtioaa  with  hia 
caaqnea,  it  was  t:QDcerted  tliai  tbey 
rise  sunaltaneously  and  innssacic  tbe  aoUin^. 
qoariered  in  anwll  parties  in  their  vQIagca ;  whSe 
be,  with  »  rivwen  force,  shaaM  aarprise  the  for- 
tress of  Conceplioti.  The  night  of  tbe  fnll  mood 
W1I3  Qxed  upon  for  ibe  insurrection. 

One  of  the  principal  caciques,  boweTer,  not 
being  a  conecl  observer  of  the  heavenly  bodies, 
look  np  arms  before  the  appoinred  night.  Hud  im 
repulsed  bj  tbe  wldiers  quartered  in  hb  vil)agi>. 
The  alarm  was  given,  and  the  Sp.uiiards  w^re  all 
put  on  the  alert.  Tbe  cacique  fled  to  Guariooex 
fur  prolccticin,  but  the  chieftain,  enraged  at  bk 
faial  blunder,  pat  tiitn  to  death  upon  the  spcrt. 

No  guuiier  did  the  Adelantado  bunr  of  ihis  fresh 
ocinitpirncy.  than  he  pat  himself  oo  tbe  march  for 
ibe  Vega  with  a  strong  body  of  men.  Gnarioiics 
did  not  awiut  his  oomiiig.  He  saw  that  every 
Btt4^inpl  was  fruitless  to  shake  off  these  stniiigcrs. 
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wbo  had  settled  like  a  curse  upon  liis  lerriLoiii's. 
He  Lad  found  their  very  frien^bip  withering  (uid 
deBlriiclive.  Htnl  he  uow  drettded  their  veiigeotiL'e. 
Abandoning,  ihererore,  Lis  rightful  domain,  the 
once  happy  Vega,  he  fled  with  his  family  and  a 
small  band  of  faithful  foUoftera  to  the  monutaina 
( f  Cigimy.  Tlii-i  is  a  lofly  ehain,  esleudiiig  along 
the  north  side  of  the  iflland,  between  the  Vega  nnd 
the  sea.  The  inhiibiiants  were  the  most  robunt 
and  Lardy  tribe  of  the  island,  and  fur  more  for- 
inidabte  iLnn  the  mild  inhabitants  of  the  plains. 
It  WHS  a  part  of  this  tribe  wliiuh  displayed  hos' 
tility  to  the  Spnniarda  in  the  courae  of  the  lirst 
voyage  of  Coliimbiifl,  and  in  a  skirmish  with 
them  in  the  Gulf  of  Seinana  the  firat  drop  of 
native  blowl  had  been  shejl  in  the  New  World. 
The  reader  may  remember  the  frank  and  eon- 
tiding  conduct  of  these  people  the  day  after  the 
fkirmisb,  and  the  intrepid  faith  witL  which  their 
cacique  trusted  himi>elf  on  board  of  the  caravel 
of  the  admiral,  and  in  the  power  of  the  Spaniards. 
It  was  to  this  same  cacique,  named  Mayobanex, 
that  the  fugitive  cliiefiain  of  the  Vega  now  applied 
for  refuge.  He  came  to  his  residence  at  an  Indian 
town  near  Gipe  Cabron,  about  forty  leagucH  ea.'t 
of  IsoWlla.  and  implored  shelter  for  bis  wife  and 
children,  and  bis  handful  of  loyal  followers.  Tlie 
noble-minded  cacique  of  the  mountain*  received 
him  with  open  arms.  He  not  only  gave  an 
asylum  to  Lis  family,  but  engaged  to  Htand  by 
3  distress,  to  defend  his  cause,  and  share 


bis    desperate    fortunes.     Men 


.    civilised    life 
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KIDED  by  hiB  mountain  ally,  atid  by  banOa 
n  of  hnrdy  Ciguayans,  Guarioiiex  made 
rcral  Jesceuts  iuto  the  plaiu,  cutting 
uD'  AiL'iLgglirig  pRrtitiS  of  tlie  Spaniards,  laying 
wiisii!  tlie  villages  of  the  natives  which  eoulinued 
in  allegiance  lo  them,  and  destroying  the  fruita 
of  the  earth.  The  Adelantado  put  u  speedy  »top  to 
ihiise  molestatious ;  but  he  delormiued  lo  ruot  out 
60  Ibrmidable  au  adversary  from  the  neigh horhuod. 
Shrinking  from  no  danger  nor  fatigue,  oiid  leaving 
nothing  lo  be;  done  by  others,  which  he  could  do 
himself,  he  set  forth  ia  the  spring  with  a  band  of 
niueiy  men,  a  few  cavalry,  and  a  body  of  ludiiine 
lo  puuetrate  the  Ciguay  mountains. 

Af\er  passing  a  steep  defile,  rendered  iilinost 
impraciicnble  for  troops  by  rugged  rocks  and  exu- 
beraut  vegetation,  he  descended  into  a  beHUliful 
valley  or  plua,  extending  aloiig  the  coiut,  and  uin- 
braced  by  arms  of  the  mountains  which  Hpproiiched 
the  sea.  Hia  advance  into  the  country  wh^  vrnidied 
by  the  keen  eyes  of  Indian  scouts,  who  lurked 


L 


CmiSTOPBER    COLUMBV. 


203 


nessea  of  their  rocks  and  forests,  inacceaeible  to 
the  Spaniards. 

Haviog  taken  several  prieoaers,  the  Adelaotado 
fient  one  aciximpanied  by  an  Indian  of  a  friendly 
tribe,  as  a  messunger  to  Mttyobanex,  demandin;; 
the  nirrender  of  Guariunex  ;  promising  frioiidship 
and  proieutiuii  in  case  uf  compliance,  but  Ibreat- 
ening,  in  c«se  of  refusal,  to  lay  waste  his  territory 
with  fire  anil  sword.  The  cacique  Jisleticd  atten- 
iJTOly  to  the  messenger:  "Tell  the  Spaniards," 
sud  be  in  reply. "  thai  they  are  bad  men.  cruel 
and  ijTHiiuicai ;  usurpers  uf  the  leiTilories  of  oth- 
ers, ajid  sbedders  of  innocent  blood.  I  desire  not 
the  friendahip  of  such  men ;  Guarionex  is  a  good 
touti,  he  Is  my  friend,  he  is  my  guest,  he  has  ded 
to  me  ibr  refuge,  I  have  proiiuMd  to  protect  him, 
(uid  I  will  keep  my  word," 

This  ma^unimous  reply,  or  rather  defiance, 
couTiuced  the  AdeUatadu  that  nothing  was  lo  be 
gained  by  friendly  OTcrlures.  When  severity  was 
required,  he  could  be  a  stern  soldier.  He  im- 
mediately ordered  the  village  in  which  he  bad 
been  quartered,  and  several  others  in  the  neighbor- 
hood, to  be  set  on  fire.  He  then  seat  further  mes- 
aengers  to  Mayobanex,  waruing  him  lliul,  uiJess 
lie  delivered  up  the  fugitive  cacique,  his  whole 
domiuioos  should  be  laid  waJite  in  like  man- 
ner; and  he  would  see  nothing  in  every  direelion 
but  the  smoke  and  ^mei<  of  burning  rilhtgun. 
Alarmed  ai  this  inipeudiug  deoiructiou,  ilm  Ci- 
guuyuis  Burniiiuded  ihetr  chieftain  with  ulamor- 
nus  lutnenlnlion^.  curaiug  the  day  thai  Guurionex 
had  taken  refuge  anioiig  them,  and  urging  tlmt  be 
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lie  lloJ  i.>  rliu  lifi^lit^  where  lie  watuicfeil  iibiiiil 
iilutic,  ill  ilii'  [iii>*i  siLvagL-  uiiJ  ilL-siiliilt  [ilacns. 

Till!  <lcii>iiy  of  tlic  ion:^!.^  mid  thi:  niggedness 
ot'  tliu  niuuiiiains  rendcreil  this  expedition  excess- 
ively paiiit'ul  aiitl  liilxirioiui,  ntid  protracted  it  fqr 
beyoud  lliu  time  tlitil  the  Adelaiitado  hnd  contem- 
plated. His  mtn  suffered,  not  merely  from  fatigue, 
but  hunger.  The  imtives  Imd  all  fled  to  the 
mounlainB ;  their  villages  remained  i-mpty  Hiid 
desolate ;  all  the  provisions  of  the  Stiutihirds  con- 
sisted of  casiinva  bread,  find  such  roots  and  herbs 
an  their  Indian  alliea  eould  gather  fur  theni,  with 
now  and  then  a  few  ntiaa  iHken  with  the  assist- 
ance of  their  dogs.  They  slept  almost  idways  on 
the  ground,  in  the  open  air,  under  the  treet>,  ex- 
posed to  the  lieavy  dew  which  fnllB  in  this  climate. 
For  three  months  iliey  were  thus  ranging  tlie 
mouataina,  until  nlmo«t  worn  out  with  toil  and 
hard  fare.  Many  of  them  had  farms  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Fort  Conception,  which  required 
their  attention ;  they,  therefore,  entreated  per- 
mission, sincti  the  Indians  were  terrified  and 
dispersed,  to  return  to  their  abodes  in  the  Vega. 

The  Adelanlado  grant4-d  niHiiy  of  them  pass- 
ports, and  Hu  allowance  out  of  the  sctiiily  stock 
of  bread  which  remained.  Ketaining  only  thirty 
men,  he  resolved  with  these  to  search  every  den 
and  cavern  of  the  mountaiiis  until  he  should  find 
the  two  caciques.  It  was  difficult,  however,  to 
trace  them  in  such  ii  wilderness.  There  was  ik> 
one  to  give  a  clew  to  their  retreat,  t'ur  the  whole 
country  was  abundoiied.  There  were  the  habila- 
lione  of  men,  but  not  a  human  being  to  be  seen  t 
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ships,  and  comforting  liim  with  a  woman's  sym- 
pathy and  kiiiduesa.  When  her  husband  heard 
of  her  captivity,  he  Iiastened  to  the  Adelantado, 
Bnd  offered  lo  submit  himself  and  all  his  posses- 
iions  lo  his  eway,  if  his  wife  might  be  restored  to 
him.  The  Adelanlado  accepted  liis  offer  of  alle- 
giance, and  reluaaed  his  wife  and  several  of  hi-' 
eiibjectfl  who  hail  been  captured.  Tlie  cacique, 
faithful  to  his  word,  became  a  firm  and  valuable 
ally  of  the  Spaniards,  cultivating  large  tracts  of 
laud,  and  supplyini;  them  with  great  quantities 
of  bread  and  other  provisions. 

Kindness  appears  never  to  have  been  lost  upou 
ihe  people  of  litis  island.  When  tliia  net  of  clem- 
ency reuubed  the  Cignayans,  they  camt-  in  multi- 
tudes to  the  forli-etta,  bringing  presents  of  various 
kinds,  promising  allegiance,  and  imploring  the  re- 
lease of  Mayobanex  and  his  family.  The  Ade- 
lantado granted  their  prayers  in  part,  releiising 
the  wife  and  household  of  the  cacique,  but  still 
detniuiug  him  prisoner  to  insure  the  Gclelity  of 
his  subjects. 

In  the  mean  lime  the  unfortunate  Guarionex, 
who  had  been  hiding  iu  the  wildest  part  of  the 
mountains,  was  driven  by  hunger  to  venture 
down  occHsionally  into  the  plain  in  quest  of  food. 
The  Ciguayans  looking  upon  him  as  tlie  cause  of 
their  misroriunes,  aiid  perhaps  hoping  by  tiis 
sacrifice  to  procure  the  release  of  tlieir  chieftain, 
betrayed  his  haunts  to  the  Adelantado.  A  party 
was  dispatched  lo  procure  him.  They  lay  in 
wait  in  the  path  by  which  he  usually  returned  to 
As  the   unhappy  cacique,  after 
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M^nOLUMBUS  arrived  at  San  Domingo, 
JbPS|9  neitried  bj  a  long  and  ardtioua  vojige 
^i68^  D[iii  worn  down  hj  mfimiiti«s ;  lutli 
mind  ttud  body  craved  repose,  bat  from  the  lime 
he  firat  entered  into  public  hfe,  he  had  been 
doomed  never  again  to  taste  the  sweeta  of  Inut- 
qnillilv.  The  bland  of  Hiapaniola,  the  faTOrile 
chilli  ns  it  were  of  his  hopes,  was  destined  to 
iavolve  him  iu  perpetual  troubles,  to  fetl«r  bis 
fcirtunea,  impede  bis  enterprises,  and  embitter  the 
ceiJcIuiioFi  of  his  life.  Wbat  a  scene  of  poverty 
and  Biiflering  had  this  opulent  and  lovelr  L^lnnd 
been  rendered  bi^  ihe  bad  passions  of  a  fevr  des- 
picable men  I  The  vmra  with  the  natives  and 
the  aeditions  among  the  colonists  had  put  a  slop 
to  tlie  labors  of  the  mines,  and  all  hope?  of 
wealth  were  at  an  end.  The  horrors  of  fnniine 
had  succeeded  lo  those  of  war.  Thu  coltivHtion 
of  the  ennh  bad  been  generally  neglected  ;  ^er- 
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eral  of  liie  provinceB  linrl  beeu  desoUied  duriDg 
the  lalB  troubles  ;  a  grait  part  of  the  ludiaus 
bod  fled  to  the  moiintiviiis,  and  ibose  who  re- 
mnioed  had  lost  all  heart  to  labor,  seeing  the  pro- 
duce of  llieir  toils  liable  to  be  wrested  fruni  them 
bj  ruihleas  alrapgers.  It  ia  true  the  Vega  was 
once  mure  tranquil,  but  il  was  a  desolate  tran- 
quillity. That  beautiful  region,  which  the  Span- 
iards but  four  years  before  ha<l  found  so  populous 
and  happy,  seemitig  to  inclose  in  its  luxuriant 
bosom  all  the  sweets  of  nature,  and  to  exclude 
all  the  cares  and  sorrows  of  the  world,  was  now 
a  scene  of  wrelchedness  aud  repining.  Many  of 
those  Indian  towns,  where  the  Spaniards  bad 
been  detained  by  genial  hospitality,  and  almost 
worshiped  as  beneticent  deities,  were  now  silent 
and  deserted.  Some  of  their  late  inhabitants 
were  lurking  among  rocks  and  caverns  i  some 
were  reduced  to  slavery;  many  bad  perislied 
with  hunger,  and  many  had  fallen  by  the  sword. 
It  seems  almost  incredible  that  so  small  a  number 
of  men,  restrained  too  by  well-meaning  govern- 
ors, could  in  so  short  a  space  of  time  have  pro- 
duced such  wide-spreading  miseries.  But  the 
principles  of  evil  have  a  liital  activity.  With 
every  exertion,  the  best  of  men  can  do  but  a 
moderate  amount  of  good:  bnt  it  seems  in  the 
power  of  the  most  contemptible  individual  lo  do 
incalculable  mischief. 

The  evil  passions  of  the  while  men,  which 
had  inflicted  such  calamities  upon  this  innocent 
people,  had  insured  likewise  a  merited  return  of 
suffering  to  tfaemwlres.     In  no  part  was   this 
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ing  Itnldan  ntid  bia  assodnles.  That  turbulent 
■nan  liad  taken  possession  of  Xarngua,  and  been 
kindly  received  by  tlie  natives.  He  had  permit- 
Itsd  his  Ibllowera  to  lend  an  idle  and  liceiitiou!)  life 
among  ita  beautiful  scenes,  making  the  surround' 
ing  country  and  its  inhabitants  subservient  to  their 
pleasures  and  their  passions.  An  event  happened 
previous  Id  Iheir  knowledge  of  the  arrival  oi'  Co- 
lumbus, ithich  threw  supplies  into  iheir  Iiand», 
and  strengthened  their  power.  As  ihey  were  one 
day  loitering  on  the  sea-shore,  they  beheld  three 
caravels  at  a  distance,  the  sight  of  which,  in  this 
unfrequented  part  of  the  ocean,  filled  them  with 
wonder  and  alarm.  The  ships  approached  the 
land,  and  came  to  anchor.  The  rebels  apprehended 
at  first  they  were  vessels  dispatche<]  in  pursuit  of 
them.  Roldan,  however,  who  was  sagacious  as 
be  was  bold,  surmised  them  to  be  ships  which  had 
wandered  from  their  course,  and  been  borne  to 
the  westward  by  the  currents,  and  that  they  must 
be  ignorant  of  the  recent  occurrences  of  the  isl- 
and. Enjoining  secrecy  on  his  men,  he  went  on 
board,  pretending  to  be  stationed  in  that  neighbor- 
hood for  the  purpose  of  keeping  the  natives  in 
obedience,  and  collecting  tribute.  His  conjectni-es 
as  to  the  vessels  were  correct  Tbey  were,  in  tact, 
the  three  caravels  detached  by  Columbus  from 
his  squadron  at  the  Canary  Islands,  to  bring  sup- 
plies to  the  colonies.  The  captains,  ignorant  of 
the  strength  of  the  currents  which  net  Ihroiigh  the 
Caribbean  Sua,  had  beeri  carried  west  far  beyond 
their  reckoning,  until  tliey  had  wandered  to  the 
coast  of  Xaragua. 
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Boldao  kept  hb  secret  closely  for  thne  day! 
Being  oofisiilered  a  mao  in  importaoC  trust  ttat 
aiithorilj,  the  captaius  did  not  hesitate  to 
all  his  requests  for  aupplies.  He  procured  awordii 
bnces,  cr<M»-bows,  and  rarioua  militarv  stores; 
while  hiB  men,  dispersed  throQgh  the  three  n 
were  ho»j  among  the  crews,  ^cretly  making  part^ 
sans,  repreacnling  the  hard  life  of  the  coloniaai 
at  San  Domingo,  and  Ibe  ease  and  revelrj'  in  which 
they  paaaed  their  time  at  Xaragua.  Many  of  thtf' 
crewa  had  been  shipped  in  compliance  with  ths 
admiral's  ill-judged  proposition,  to  commute  c 
inal  pariishmenls  into  iransportation  to  the  colonji 
Tliey  were  VHgabonds,  ihe  refuse  of  Spanish  lownl^ 
and  culprits  from  Spanish  dungeons ;  the  very 
therefore,  to  be  wrought  upon  by  such  represen- 
tations, and  they  promised  to  desert  on  the  first  op> 
portuuiiy  and  join  the  rebels. 

It  was  not  until  the  third  day,  that  AIodm 
Sanchez  de  CarvHJal,  the  most  iuicUigeDt  of  the 
three  ciiplains,  discovered  the  real  clianicler  of 
the  guests  he  had  admitted  so  freely  ou  board  of 
his  veasola.  It  wan  then  too  late ;  the  mischief 
was  elTeeled.  He  aud  his  fellow  captains  bitd 
many  earnest  conversations  with  Roldaii,  endea- 
voring to  persuade  him  from  his  dangerous  op* 
position  to  the  regular  authority.  The  certainty 
that  Columbus  was  actually  on  his  way  to  the  isl- 
and, with  additional  forces,  and  augmented 
thorily,  had  operated  strongly  on  his  mind. 
had,  as  has  already  been  intimated,  prepored 
his  friends  at  San  Domingo  [o  plead  liix  cii 
with  the  admiral,  assuring  him  that  he  had  o 
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acted  in  oppoailion  lo  Ihe  iujnslice  and  oppression 
of  ilie  Ailelautado,  but  was  vnoAy  to  submit  lu 
Culumbua  un  liis  arrival.  CiLrvuJnl  perceived  that 
the  resolution  of  Rolditii  and  of  several  of  his 
principiil  confederates  was  shaken,  uod  flattered 
himselfi  that,  if  he  were  to  remain  some  little 
time  among  the  rebels,  he  might  suceeed  in  draw- 
ing them  back  to  their  duly.  Conimry  winds 
rendered  it  impossible  for  the  ^Iiips  (o  work  up 
against  ihe  currents  to  San  Domingo.  It  waa  ar- 
ranged among  the  captains,  therefore,  that  a  large 
number  of  the  people  on  board,  artificers  and  otli- 
eri  Riosl  important  to  ilie  service  of*  the  colony, 
sliould  pi-oceed  to  the  settlement  by  land.  They 
were  to  be  coudueled  by  Juan  Antonio  Colombo, 
captain  of  one  of  the  caravels,  a  relative  of  the 
admiral,  and  zealously  devoted  to  his  interest. 
Anina  was  to  proceed  with  the  ships,  when  tlie 
wind  would  permit,  and  Carvajal  volunteered  lo 
remain  on  shore,  to  endeavor  to  bring  the  rebels 
to  their  allegiance. 

On  the  following  morning,  Juan  Antonio  Co- 
lomix)  landed  with  forty  men,  well  armed  with 
croea-bows,  swords  and  lances,  but  was  jistonished 
to  find  himself  suddenly  deserted  by  all  his  party 
excepting  eight.  The  deserters  went  oif  lo  the 
rebels,  who  received  with  exultation  this  impor- 
tant reinforcement  of  kindred  spirits.  Juan  An- 
tonio endeavored  in  vain  by  remonstrances  and 
threats  to  bring  them  back  lo  their  duty.  They 
ware  most  of  them  convicted  culprits,  accustomed 
to  detest  order,  and  to  set  law  at  deSance.  It 
wu  equally  in  vain  that  he  appealed  to  Roldan, 
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and  reminded  him  of  his  professions  of  loynltylo 
the  govGnimetit.  The  latter  replied  that  he  had 
DO  means  of  enforcing  obedienis ;  his  was  a  mere 
"  Monastery  of  Observation,"  where  every  one  was 
at  liberty  to  adopt  the  habit  uf  the  order.  Such 
waa  the  &kI  of  a  long  traiu  of  evils,  which  sprang 
from  this  most  ill-judged  expedient  of  peopling  a 
colony  with  criminals,  and  thus  mingling  vice  and 
villany  with  the  fountaiD-hend  of  its  papulation. 

Juan  Antonio,  grieved  and  disconcerted,  ro- 
tamed  on  board  with  the  few  who  remained  tkith- 
ful.  Fearing  further  desertions,  the  two  captaina 
immediately  put  to  sea,  leaving  Carvajal  on  shore, 
to  prosecute  his  attempts  at  reforming  the  rebels. 
It  was  not  without  great  difficulty  and  delay  thftt 
the  vessels  renched  San  Dommgo;  the  ship  of 
Carvajal  having  struck  oti  a  sand-bank,  and  sus- 
tained great  injury.  By  the  time  of  their  arrival, 
the  greater  pnrt  of  the  provisioDs  with  which  they 
had  been  freighted  was  either  exhausted  or  dam- 
aged. AJonzo  Sanchez  de  Carvajo!  arrived  short- 
ly ufCerwards  by  Innd,  having  been  escorted  (o 
within  six  leagues  of  the  place  by  several  of  ihe 
iuBurgenls,  to  protect  him  from  the  Indians.  He 
foiled  in  his  attempEs  to  persuade  the  hand  tu  im- 
mediate submission  ;  but  Golilan  had  proniieeil  llie 
moment  he  heard  of  the  arrival  of  Columbus,  be 
would  repair  to  the  neighborhood  of  Sun  Do- 
mingo, to  be  at  haud  to  state  his  grievances,  and 
the  reasons  of  hin  past  conduct,  and  to  enter  into 
a  negotiation  for  the  adjustment  of  all  diRereuces. 
Carvajal  brought  a  letter  from  him  to  the  admiral 
to  the  some  purport ;  and  expressed  a  confident 
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ipinion,  from  all  that  he  observed  of  the  rebels, 
hat  thej  might  easilj  be  brought  back  to  their 
Jlegiaoce  by  an  aHnrance  of  amaeaiy.^ 

lin,  deud.  i.  lib.  Ui. 


CHAPTER  ir. 


DKVARrcBK  or  snips  fob  spain. 

[1498.] 

jmwgOT  WITHSTANDING  tlie  favorable 
RaJ^n  >'<-'P''t^~'^"'<>'i'3"9  C)f  Carviijnl,  Columbtu 
yiKR-^  wn.s  greiill^  rroubled  by  the  late  event 
at  Xaragun.  He  saw  tbat  the  insolence  gf  the 
rebels,  nri(l  their  conliiience  in  their  atreDgtb, 
must  be  greatly  increased  by  the  accession  of 
such  a  large  number  of  well-armed  and  desperate 
confederates.  The  proposition  of  Roldan  ti 
proach  to  the  neighborhood  of  San  "" 
startled  him.  He  doubted  the  sincerity  of  hb 
professions,  and  apprehended  great  evils  and  dan- 
gers from  BO  artful,  daring,  and  turbulent  a 
leader,  with  a  rash  and  devoted  crew  at  his  coin- 
mand.  The  example  of  this  lawless  horde,  rov- 
ing at  large  about  the  island,  and  living  in  loose 
revel  and  open  profligacy,  conid  not  but  have  a 
dangerous  effect  upon  the  colonists  newly  arrived ; 
and  when  they  were  close  at  hand.  In  carry  on 
secret  intrigues,  and  to  hold  out  a  camp  of  refuge 
to  all  malcontents,  the  loyalty  of  the  whole  col- 
ony might  be  sapped  and  undermined. 


I 


LIFE  AND   VOYAGES   OF  COLU.UBUS.    219 

Some  meaaurea  were  immeiliatelj  necessary  la 
fiirtiiy  the  fiJelily  of  tlie  people  against  Bucb  se- 
ductiotia.  He  was  aware  of  a  Teliement  iJesire 
among  mnny  to  return  to  Spain  ;  aiid  of  au  as- 
sertion indiistrioualj  propagated  by  the  seditioua. 
that  he  and  \m  brulhcra  wished  to  detain  the 
coiooiiits  on  the  iaknda  through  motives  of  aelf- 
interest  On  the  12tli  of  September,  therefore, 
be  issued  a  proclamntioQ,  offering  free  passage 
and  provisions  for  the  voyage  to  all  who  wished 
to  return  to  Spain,  in  five  vessels,  nearly  reiuly 
to  pul  to  sea.  He  hoped  by  this  means  to  relieve 
the  colony  from  the  idle  and  disuQbcted ;  to 
weaken  the  party  of  Roldan,  and  to  retain  none 
about  him  but  such  as  were  souud-hearted  and 
well-disposed. 

He  wrote  at  the  same  time  to  Miguel  Balles- 
ter,  the  stanch  and  well-tried  veteran  who  com- 
manded the  fortress  of  Conception,  advising  him 
to  te  Upon  his  guard,  aa  the  rebels  were  com- 
ing into  his  neighborhood.  He  empowered  him 
also  to  have  an  interview  with  Boldan  ;  to  offer 
him  pardon  and  oblivion  of  the  past,  on  condi- 
tion of  his  immediate  return  to  duty;  and  lo 
inviie  him  lo  repair  lo  San  Domingo  to  Lave 
an  interview  with  the  iidmiral,  under  a  solemn, 
and,  if  required,  a  written  assurance  from  the 
latter,  of  personal  safety.  Columbus  was  sincere 
in  his  intentions.  He  was  of  a  benevolent  oud 
placable  disposition,  and  singularly  fi-ue  from  all 
Tindictive  feeling  towards  the  many  worihless 
and  wicked  men  who  heaped  sorrow  nn  his 
bead. 
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Ballesler  bad  scarcely  received  thia  letter, 
when  tlie  rebeb  began  to  arrive  at  ilje  village  of 
Bonao.  Tliis  was  situated  in  a  beautiful  vatlej, 
or  VegH,  bearing  the  same  uame ;  iiUiut  ten 
leagues  from  Fort  Conception,  and  aboiU  iweiity 
from  Snii  Domingo,  in  a  well  puopletl  and  abun- 
dant country.  Hero  Fudro  Requeline,  one  of  the 
ringlcaden  of  the  sedition,  had  large  possessions, 
oud  hia  residence  became  tlie  heiidquarters  of  th« 
rebels.  Adrian  de  Mosica,  a  man  of  turbulent 
and  mischievous  churacler,  braugbt  his  detach- 
ment of  dissolute  niffiaus  lo  iliia  place  of  retiiiea- 
vous.  Soldau  aud  others  of  the  conspirulon 
drew  together  there  liy  ditfei-eut  routes. 

No  sooner  did  the  veteran  Miguel  Ballesler 
hear  of  the  arrivttl  of  Ruldau,  than  he  set  forth  lo  ■ 
meet  him.  Ballesler  «-os  a  venerable  man,  grny- 
headed,  and  of  a  eoldier-like  demenuor.  Loyal, 
Iruuk,  uiid  virtuouB,  of  a  avrious  disposition,  and 
great  simplicity  of  heart,  he  was  well  chosen  as 
n  mediator  with  rash  and  profligate  men ;  being 
calculated  to  calm  their  passion!'  by  his  sobriety; 
lo  disarm  their  petulance  by  his  age  ;  lo  win 
their  confidence  by  his  artless  probity ;  and  lo 
awe  their  licentiousness  by  his  spotless  virtue.' 

Ballesler  found  Ruhlan  in  ooinpaiiy  with  Pfr- 
dro  Requelme,  Pedro  de  Gamez,  and  Adi-ian  de 
Moxiea,  three  of  his  principal  coi.lederatea. 
Flushed  with  a  coiitidonce  of  his  pi-esuut  atrength, 
RolJon  trealeJ  the  proffered  (wnlun  with  con- 
tempt, declaring  ibat  he  did  not  come  there  lo 
treat  of  peace,  but  to  demand  the  release  of  oeF- 

1  I.as  Casta,  Hist.  lod-,  lib.  i.  »p.  193. 
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lain  Indiaus  captured  unjiistiiiably,  and  about  lo  bt; 
ebipped  lo  Spain  ns  elavea,  Dolwithstaiidiug  tlint 
he,  in  his  capacity  of  nlcalde  mayor,  hod  pledged 
hie  word  for  their  protectioD.  He  declared  tliui, 
until  these  Indians  were  given  up,  he  would 
listen  to  no  terms  of  coinpncl ;  throwing  out  an 
insolent  intimation  at  the  same  liine.  that  lit;  licld 
the  admiral  and  his  fortunes  in  his  hand,  to  make 
and  mar  them  as  be  pleased. 

The  Indians  here  alluded  to,  were  certain  snb- 
jecte  of  Guarionez,  who  had  been  incited  bj  Bol- 
dau  to  resist  the  exaction  of  tribute,  and  who, 
uuder  the  sanction  of  his  supposed  authority,  bad 
engaged  in  the  insurrections  of  the  Vega.  Bol- 
dau  knew  that  the  enslavement  of  the  ludians 
was  an  nupopular  feature  in  the  government  of 
the  island,  especially  with  the  queen ;  and  ibe 
artful  character  of  this  man  is  evinced  in  his  givii^ 
his  opposition  to  Columbne  the  afipeamuce  of  a 
vindication  of  the  rights  of  the  suffering  ii'laader& 
Other  demands  were  made  of  a  highly  insolent  na- 
ture, and  tlie  rebels  declared  that,  in  all  further 
negotiations,  they  would  treat  with  no  other  iuier* 
mediale  agent  than  Carvajal,  having  bad  prooli  of 
his  fairness  and  impartiality  in  the  coarse  of  llieir 
late  communicatiDDS  with  him  at  Xaragua. 

This  arrogant  reply  to  his  proffer  of  pardon 
was  totiilly  different  from  what  the  adminl  li«d 
been  led  to  expect,  and  placed  him  in  an  enibai^ 
rassing  situation.  He  seemed  aurrouudcsd  bf 
treachery  and  fnbebood.  He  knew  that  Iluldos 
had  friends  and  secret  partisans  even  amiiig  ihow 
who  professed  to  remain  faithful ;  and  1m  knew 
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iug  men.  He  assured  them  that  the  natanil  re- 
sources of  the  ialand  required  nothing  but  good 
mBoagdmeiit  to  supply  all  the  wants  of  the  oolo- 
nisti  ;  bui  thnt  the  Inlter  were  iudolent  and  prof- 
ligate. He  proposed  lo  send  home,  by  every 
ship,  as  in  the  present  iDStance,  a  number  of  Ute 
discontented  and  worthless,  lo  be  replaced  bj 
sober  and  iadustrious  meo.  He  begged  also  that 
ecclesiastics  might  be  sent  out  for  the  iustmctioD 
and  conversiou  of  the  Indians;  and,  what  was 
equally  necessary,  for  the  reformation  of  the  dis- 
solute Spaniards.  He  required  also  a  man  leanied 
in  the  law,  to  officiate  as  judge  over  the  islaud. 
together  with  several  officers  of  the  royal  revenue. 
Nothing  could  surpass  the  soundness  and  policy 
of  those  suggestions ;  but  unfortunately  one  claufie 
marred  the  inonil  beauly  of  tliis  excellcut  letter. 
He  requested  that  for  two  years  longer  the  Span- 
iards might  be  permitted  to  employ  the  Indians 
as  slaves  ;  only  making  use  of  such,  however,  aa 
were  captured  in  wars  and  insurrections.  Co- 
lumbus had  the  usage  of  the  age  in  excuse  Ibr 
this  aaggeslioa;  but  it  is  at  variance  with  his 
uBual  benignity  of  feeling,  and  his  paternal  Con- 
duct towards  these  unfortunate  people. 

At  the  same  lime  he  wrote  another  letter  giv- 
ing an  account  of  his  recent  voyage,  accom- 
panied by  a  chart,  and  by  specimens  of  the 
gold,  and  particularly  of  the  pearls  found  in  the 
Gulf  of  Faria.  He  called  especial  attention  to 
the  latter,  as  being  the  first  specimens  of  pearb 
found  in  the  New  World,  It  was  in  this  letter 
that  he  described  the  newly  discovered  coDtittent 
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ia  such  enihusinalic  terms,  aa  the  most  ttituii'il 
pure  of  the  Enal,  the  source  of  inexlinuHlilile  trcuji- 
ures,  ihe  supposed  seat  of  Ihe  terrestrial  l*nraJiw  ; 
and  he  promised  lo  prosecute  the  discovery  of 
ita  glorious  realms  wilh  the  three  remaining 
ships,  aa  soon  as  the  affairs  of  the  iflUnd  iliould 

By  this  opportunity,  Roldan  ADd  his  friend* 
likewise  iieut  letters  to  Spain,  endeavoring  to 
justify  their  rebellion,  by  charging  Coluinhus  imil 
bis  brothers  with  oppreHsion  and  injustice,  ami 
paintiog  tbeir  whole  conduct  in  thu  lilaukest  uiN 
ors.  Il  would  naturally  be  •uppot«4^  that  thu 
rq>Te«entations  of  such  men  would  have  liltlti. 
weight  ia  Ute  balance,  agaitiBl  the  triud  lueritH 
Mid  exalted  aervices  of  Columbus  :  but  they  bod 
tnaneroa*  friends  and  relativus  lu  Spain  ;  ttiey 
had  the  popular  prejudice  on  their  *>id«,  atul  there 
were  deripiiag  perrous  in  the  cunfiduHX  of  the 
soreiwgM  ready  to  advocate  their  muw.  Co- 
InmboB,  lo  me  fail  own  nmple  but  affeeting  wonb, 
waa  "  abMfU,  anied,  aod  a  ■Uwnger."  ' 
I  LMC«M,llM.lp4^Bb.Lc^l«. 


CHAPTER  III. 

SB30TIATIOSS   AND   AKRASOEHBhTS  WITH   THE   RSBKI^ 

[UftS.] 

I^^^IIK  ^liipa  being  diBpMclied,  Columbia  r©- 
I^^M  ^iirneil  liis  negoliatiou  with  the  rebelat 
'  Ip^^S^  ilt'iermined  at  aoj  sucriflce  to  put  an 
end  Ui  u  sediiion  which  diatmcted  the  ishtnd  aad 
ioterrupted  all  hia  plans  of  discovery.  His  three 
remoiuiug  ships  lay  idle  in  the  harbor,  though  t 
regiou  of  npparently  boundleas  wealth  was  to  h 
explored.  He  had  intended  to  send  bis  brother 
OD  ilie  discovei-y,  but  the  active  and  military 
spirit  of  tile  Adelonlado  rendered  his  presence  in- 
dispensable, in  case  the  rebels  should  come 
violence.  Such  were  the  difficulties  encountered 
at  every  step  of  liis  generous  and  ningoamnioiu 
enterprises ;  impeded  at  one  time  by  the  insidious 
intrigues  of  craAy  men  in  place,  and  checked  a 
another  by  the  iiisolent  turbulence  of  a  handful 
of  ruffiftufl. 

In  his  conaullatioQS  with  the  most  important 
persons  about  him,  Columbus  found  that  much  of 
the  popular  discontent  was  attributed  to  the  si 
rule  of  his  brother,  who  was  accused  of  deiding 
out  justice  with  a,  rigorous    hand.     Las  Cases, 
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however,  who  saw  the  wliole  testimony  colleeteil 
&t>m  Tarione  sources  with  respect  to  the  (wixluct 
of  the  Adeluntado,  acquits  him  of  all  uliargtnt  of 
(he  tind.  and  affirms  that,  with  reapect  to  ItuIOuii 
in  particular,  he  Lail  exerted  great  forbeuranM'. 
Be  this  as  it  ia»j,  Coliimbua  Dow,  by  the  advice 
of  bis  couDwIlors,  resolved  to  try  the  allernutive 
of  extreme  lenitj.  Ht;  wrote  a  letter  h>  Roldim, 
dated  tbe  '20th  of  October,  ooncbed  in  ihti  rami 
terms,  calling  u>  mind  past  kind- 
I.  sod  expreSBiog  deep  roncern  for  the  feud 
^^T^ing  between  him  and  the  AdcUntodo.  lie 
eairealed  him,  for  the  common  good,  uid  (ur  tlie 
nke  of  Ilia  own  lepntotion.  which  stood  well  with 
Ae  MwcmgBi,  not  lo  penist  in  hit  praeul  tu- 
wiwiliiiitiMi.  and  repe^ed  the  SMurauoe.  that  he 
and  hi*  um^mbwdb  might  oome  to  him,  iiuder 
tke  Ua  cfhia  word  &r  Ibe  iarioiabilit)'  of  their 


Then  was  ■  fSaltr  M  lo  triio  abuttld  be  the 
bew«r  ct  ibv  leav.  IW  rebel*  bHl  iedjuvi 
Am.  tbc7  wmtii  i«eB*«  ao  one  m»  medialor  but 
CkrrajaL     Strong  doubu. 
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,  that  he  had  given  himseir  out  i 
colleague  of  Columbus,  appointed  by  govemmeut  ' 
lo  hikve  a  watch  and  control  over  his  conducL 
It  yvtm  suggested,  (hat,  in  advising  the  rebels  to 
approach  Sao  Domingo,  he  had  intended,  in  case 
the  admiral  did  not  arrive,  to  unite  his  pretended 
authoril;  as  colleague,  to  that  of  Roldan,  its  chief 
judge,  nud  lo  seize  upon  the  reins  of  governmeni. 
Finally,  t)ie  desire  of  the  rebels  to  have  him  sent 
to  them  as  an  agent,  was  cited  as  proof  thai  he 
was  to  join  them  as  a  leader,  and  that  the  standard 
of  rebellion  was  to  be  hoisted  at  Bonao.'  These 
circumstances,  for  some  time,  perplexed  Colum- 
bus :  hat  he  reflected  that  Carvajal,  a3  far  as  he 
had  observed  his  conduct,  had  behaved  Ul^e  a 
man  of  inlegriiy;  most  of  the  circumatances 
alleged  against  hira  admitted  of  a  construction  in 
his  favor;  the  rest  were  mere  rumors,  and  he 
had  unfortunately  experienced,  in  his  own  case, 
how  easily  the  fairest  actions,  and  the  fairest 
characters,  may  be  falsified  by  rumor.  He  dis- 
carded, therefore,  all  suspicion,  and  determined  to 
confide  implicitly  in  Carrajal ;  nor  had  be  ever 
any  reason  to  repent  of  hia  confidence. 

The  admiral  had  scarcely  dispatched  this  letter, 
when  he  received  one  from  the  leaders  of  the 
rebels,  written  several  days  previously.  In  this 
they  not  merely  vindicated  themselves  from  the 
charge  of  rebellion,  but  claimed  great  merit,  as 
having  dissuaded  their  followers  from  a  resolution 
lo  kill  the  Adelantailo,  in  revenge  of  his  oppres- 
sions, prevailing  upon  them  lo  wait  patiently  for 
'  Hist,  del  Almiruitc,  cap.  TS. 


I 


CHRISTOPBER    COLUMBUS.  229 

redress  from  the  admiral.  A  month  hnil  t^lapsed 
since  hb  arrival,  during  which  Ihey  hail  ivaited 
ODZJouslj  for  his  orders,  but  he  had  manifested 
nothing  but  imtutioD  agaiiiat  them.  Consider' 
ations  of  honor  and  safely,  therefore,  obliged 
them  b>  withdraw  from  his  service,  and  ihey  ac- 
cordingly demanded  their  discharge.  This  letitsr 
was  dated  from  Bonao,  the  17th  of  October,  and 
signed  by  Francisco  Boldan,  Adrian  de  Moxica, 
Pedro  de  Gamez,  and  Diego  de  Escobar.' 

In  the  meantime,  Carvajal  arrived  at  Bonao, 
accompanied  by  Miguel  Ballestcr.  Ttiey  found 
the  rebels  full  of  arrogance  and  presumption. 
The  conciliating  letter  of  the  admiral,  however, 
enforced  by  the  earnest  persuasions  of  Carvajal, 
and  the  admonitions  of  the  veteran  Ballester,  had 
a  favorable  effect  on  several  of  the  leaders,  who 
liad  more  intellect  than  their  bniial  followers. 
Boldan,  Gamcz,  f^scobar,  and  two  or  three 
others,  acluaUy  mounted  their  borsea  to  repair  to 
the  admiral,  but  were  retained  by  the  clumoroua 
opposition  of  their  tneu ;  loo  infatuated  with  iheir 
idle-,  licentious  mode  of  life,  to  relish  the  idea  of 
a  return  to  labor  and  discipline.  These  insisted 
that  it  was  a  matter  which  concerned  them  all  -. 
whatever  arrangement  was  lo  be  made,  therefore, 
should  be  made  in  public,  in  writing,  and  subject 
to  tbtar  approbation  or  dissent.  A  day  or  two 
elapsed  before  tbb  clamor  could  be  appeused. 
Boldan  then  wrote  to  the  admiral,  thai  his  fol- 
lowers objected  to  his  coming  unless  a  written 

'  Bill,  del  Alminatc,  cap.  TO.     Qerren,  decul.  i.  lib.  ru. 
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uBurance,  or  passport,  were  sent,  proteciing  tbe 
porsou  of  himself  and  such  as  should  acconipanj 
him.  Miguel  Ballester  wrote,  al  the  »amc  time, 
to  tlie  admiral,  urging  him  lo  agree  to  whaicrer 
terms  the  rebels  might  demand.  He  reprerecled 
iheir  Ibrcbs  iis  coiiliiiuall;  augraentiog.  tlie  eolUiert 
of  bis  garrison  daily  desertiDg  to  them ;  uiileas 
therefore,  some  compromise  were  speedily  effected, 
B&d  the  rebels  shipped  otf  to  Spain,  he  tenred 
that,  not  merely  the  authority,  hut  even  tbe  per- 
son of  the  admiral  would  be  in  danger ;  for  tboagh 
the  Hidalgos  &nd  the  officers  and  servants  imme- 
diately about  him  would,  doubtless,  die  in  hiB 
service,  the  common  people  were  but  little  lo  be 
depended  upon.' 

Columbus  felt  the  increasing  urgency  of  the 
case,  and  sent  the  required  pasaporL  Itoldan  came 
to  San  Domingo  ;  but.  from  his  conduct,  it  Hp- 
peared  as  if  hia  object  was  lo  mnke  partisans  and 
gain  deserters,  rather  than  to  effect  a  i-econciliation. 
He  had  several  conversations  with  the  admiral, 
and  several  letters  passed  between  them.  He 
made  many  complaints,  and  numerous  demands  i 
Columbus  made  large  concessions,  but  some  of  tlie 
pretensions  were  too  arrogant  lo  be  admitted.* 
Nothing  definite  was  arranged.  Roldan  departed 
under  the  pretext  of  conferring  with  his  people, 
promising  to  send  his  terms  in  writing.  The  ad- 
miral sent  his  Mayordomo,  IMego  del 
to  treat  in  his  behalf,^ 

1  Lu  Cuu,  Uist.  Ind.,  lib.  i.  cap-  IGS. 
■  Lu  Ckbu,  Hist.  Ind.,  lib.  L  up.  1(8. 
'  HUt.  del  Almirantc,  cip.  Tl>. 
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On  the  6lL  of  November,  Rolilan  wrote  a.  letter 
from  BoTiai),  containing  his  terms,  and  requeRling 
that  a  reply  might  be  sent  to  him  to  Conceplion, 
BB  scarcity  of  provisions  obliged  liim  to  leave 
Bonao.  He  added  that  he  should  wait  for  a  reply 
uiilil  the  following  Monday  (the  llih).  There 
was  an  insiilerit  menace  implied  in  this  note,  nc- 
oompAoied  as  it  was  hy  insolent  demands.  The 
admiral  fouiid  it  impossible  Co  comply  with  the 
laller ;  but  lo  inanirest  his  lenient  disposition,  and 
to  take  fivm  the  rebels  nil  plea  of  rigor,  he  had 
a  proclarnalion  affixed  for  thirty  days  at  the  gate 
of  ihe  fortress,  promii^ing  full  indulgence  and  com- 
plete oblivion  of  the  past  lo  Roldan  and  his  fol- 
lowers, on  condition  of  their  presenting  themselves 
before  him,  and  returuing  to  their  allegiance  to 
(he  crown  within  a  month  ;  together  with  free 
conveyance  for  all  such  as  wished  to  return  lo 
S^iii ;  but  threatening  to  execute  rigorous  justice 
upon  those  who  should  not  appear  within  tlie  lim- 
ited time.  A  copy  of  this  paper  he  sent  to  Roldan 
by  Carvigal,  with  a  leller,  stating  the  impossibility 
of  compliance  with  his  terms,  but  offering  to  agree 
10  any  compact  drawn  up  with  the  approbation  of 
Carvajal  and  Salamanca. 

When  Can'BJal  arrived,  he  found  the  veteran 
ilailester  actually  besieged  in  his  fortress  of  Con- 
ception by  BoLlan,  under  pretext  of  claimios,  in 
his  official  character  of  alcalde  mayor,  a  culprit 
wlu>  had  taken  refuge  there  irom  justice.  He 
bad  cut  off  the  supply  of  water  from  the  fort,  by 
way  of  distressing  it  into  a  surrender.  When  Car- 
vajal  posted  up  the  proclamation  of  the  admiral  on 
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the  gate  of  llie  fortress,  tbe  rebels  scoffed  at  tlie 
proffered  nmoesly,  sayiug  Ibnt,  in  n  little  while, 
the;  would  oblige  the  Hdmiral  to  ask  the  sume  at 
their  bands.  The  earnest  iul«rcessiQns  of  Cur- 
v^jal,  however,  brought  the  leaders  at  length  la 
reflectioD,  and  through  his  mediation  articles  of 
capitulation  were  dniwu  up.  By  these  it  was 
ugreed  that  Boldan  and  his  fullowers  should  em- 
bark for  Spain  from  the  port  of  Xaragua  in  two 
ehips,  to  be  filled  out  und  victualled  within  fifty 
days.  That  tliey  should  each  receive  from  the  ad* 
miral  a  certificate  of  good  conduct,  und  an  order 
for  the  amount  of  their  pay,  up  to  tbe  actual  dale. 
That  slaves  should  be  given  to  them  us  had  been 
given  to  others,  in  cousideratiou  of  services  per- 
fariued  ;  and  as  several  of  their  company  had  wives, 
natives  of  the  island,  who  were  prdgnani,  or  had 
lately  been  delivered,  they  might  lake  ihem  with 
them,  if  willitjg  to  go,  in  place  of  the  slaves.  That 
satisfaction  should  be  made  for  property  of  some 
of  the  company  which  had  been  sequestrated,  aad 
for  live  stock  which  had  belonged  to  Francisco 
Roldun.  There  were  other  conditions,  providing 
for  the  security  of  their  persons :  and  it  was  stip- 
ulated that,  if  no  reply  were  received  to  these 
terms  within  eight  days,  the  whole  should  be  void.' 
This  agreement  was  signed  by  Boldan  and  his 
eompanions  at  Fort  Conception,  on  the  16tli  (•[ 
November,  and  by  the  admiral  at  Sun  Domingo 
ou  the  21sL  At  the  auine  time  be  proclaimed  a 
further  act  of  grace,  permitting  such  as  chose  lo 
remain  in  the  L«lnnd,  cither  to  come  tu  San  Do- 


vd  iiiiiK  itoo  Ar  mntl  snrrim.  at  to  boU 

B  «DT  fMi  ef  tW  iskttd.     TVt  pxafanv^, 

'      ~    r  Ike  inramn  «f  BcUm,  wte 

IwMK.  MB  by  the  ■daii  J  lo  iiiBiiiilu«i  tiw  pW|>* 


O*""'*""  «S  deeply  ^nen?d  to  tutvr  lii»  pvv 
jiOMi  iiBt|iiw  ut  Tflirk  Firan  inqxvk*)  hv  siK^h 
I  II  ini  obmte, aod  thn  dii|«  irbuk  shonM 
ban!  fcBBB  U>  braber  ta  esploK  dwl  mwljsfennd 
Bortbi—,  derand  to  ibe  nte  of  An  nrtmleiitMid 
■w  ililiw  nbUe.  He  consoled  InroMlC  bowMrcr. 
with  Ifae  TVBmman.  thu  *U  Um  iniMlin'r  which  htA 
n  lo^  faeea  Initing  in  dw  islMh),  wouht  ihu*  bo 
■I  oaoe  t^fKd  off.  and  ilienccfbttl)  ei-«ryifaing  re* 
Bti(»«d  Id  (vder  and  triutquillity.  He  onlcnxl  <jv«ry 
exenioa  to  be  made.  lltcrafure.  to  gut  tli<>  xtiip*  in 
rewfineiB  to  be  ^nt  round  to  Xnrnjtuni  but  tlin 
Maraty  of  sm  %\am,  nnd  tlie  (lilficiillj  n(  vuiu- 
ptetiog  tbe  BmngemeDU  for  such  a  voyufto  in  (ho 
disordered  slate  of  the  colooy,  dolayiid  iheii  iln- 
parture  far  beyond  the  stipiiUtotl  tinio  Fwtmn 
thai  he  had  been  comiwlliid  lo  n  kind  of  d('oii|iIiiHi 
towards  the  sovereigtu.  in  lliu  n-itlllciKit  nf  ^kA. 
conduct  given  to  Rolilaii  and  his  lulhiiviim,  \\t< 
wrote  a  leiler  to  them,  atntiiig  tliti  cliciiiimltiiici'* 
under  which  iliat  certificiile  huit  bnuii  in  ii  inntirii->r 
wrung  from  him,  (o  save  iliu  iiihiud  I'roiti  utiur  iioii* 
fusion  and  ruin.  Hq  repraseuUid  tho  roni  chitr- 
acter  and  conduct  of  those  raon;  hiiw  llioy  lufl 
rebelled  against  his  aulliority ;  provunltHl  thti  In- 
dians from  puying  iriliutc ;  pilhtgud  ihu    inlniiil  i 
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e  eod  of  FebnMry ;  bni,  eneonntering  ■ 
fUmi,  wereotriiged  la  pot  iato  one  of  the 
of  tho  nluxl,  where  they  irete  detaiaed  mlil  Ike 
end  of  Hnrch.  Ooe  wb«  to  disabled  as  to  be  oom- 
pelled  to  reiam  lo  San  Domiogo.  Another  veasel 
waH  dispatched  to  supply  iia  plaoe,  in  which  tbe 
iuile&ligahle  Carvajal  set  sail,  hi  expedite  the  en- 
hafkation  of  the  rebels.  He  whs  «lt!rra  dajB 
iu  making  Itu  voyage,  and  fouDd  the  other  camvcl 
at  Xaragua. 

The  fbllowen  of  Roldan  bad  in  the  mean  time 
changed  their  minds,  and  now  refu-ied  to  embark ; 
as  usuul,  Uiey  threw  all  the  blame  on  Columbos, 
alBrming  that  he  had  purposely  delayed  the  ships 
far  l>eyoud  the  stipulated  time ;  thai  he  had  sent 
thera  iu  a.  state  oot  seaworthy,  and  short  of  pro- 
visioDS,  with  many  other  charges,  artfully  founded 

'  H«irera,  Iliit.  lad.,  deud.  i.  lib.iii.ciip.  W. 
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tm  circiimstancee  over  wliicli  ihey  kuew  he  couM 
have  no  control.  CBrvajal  made  a  formal  protest 
Ifernre  a  notary  who  hail  Hccoinpanied  him,  and 
fiucling  that  the  ships  were  aiitferiog  great  injury 
frum  tlie  teredo  or  worm,  nnd  their  provisions 
failing,  he  Mat  them  bacic  to  San  Domingo,  and 
>et  out  on  bis  return  by  land.  Roldan  accompanied 
him  a  little  distance  on  horseback,  evidently  dis- 
turbed io  mind.  He  feared  to  return  to  Spain, 
yet  was  shrewd  enough  lo  know  the  insecurity  of 
his  present  situation  at  the  head  of  a  band  of  tlis- 
Bolutfl  men,  acting  in  defiance  of  authority.  What 
tie  had  he  upon  their  6delity  stronger  than  the 
iaered  obligations  which  they  had  violated  P  A^er 
riding  Ihonghtfnlly  for  some  distance,  he  paused, 
and  requefited  some  private  mnversatioii  witli 
Csrvajnl  before  iliey  parted.  They  aligliled  under 
the  shade  of  a  iree.  Here  Eoldao  made  further 
professions  of  the  loyalty  of  his  intentions,  and 
en&Uy  declared,  that  if  [he  admiral  would  once 
more  send  him  a  writren  security  Ibr  his  person, 
with  the  guarantee  also  of  the  principal  persons 
about  him,  he  would  come  to  treat  with  him,  and 
■rusted  that  the  wtiole  matter  would  be  arranged 
on  terms  salisfaclory  to  both  parties.  This  ofl«r, 
however,  he  added,  must  be  kept  secret  from  his 
folio  wei-s. 

Carvujal,  overjoyed  at  this  prospect  of  a  fi:ial 
arraogement,  lost  no  lime  in  conveying  the  prop- 
osition of   Bfildan    to  the    admiral.     The    latter 
immediately  forwarded  the  required  passport  or 
_       eecurily,  sealed  with  the  royal  seal,  accompanied 
^b      by  a  letter  written  in  amicable  terms,  exhorting 
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his  quiet  obeiiience  to  the  antlwritj'  of  the  aow-  | 
«igns.  Several  of  the  prindpol  peraons  mlao^  wbo  ' 
were  with  the  admiral,  irrote,  u  hia  request,  * 
letter  of  lecuritj  to  Boblan,  pledging  tfaemeiilves 
tar  the  safety  of  kiiuielf  and  liis  followers  dunng 
the  negotiation,  proridetl  the/  did  ootlung  bastQe 
tu  the  royal  authorily  or  'itA  repre^nlative. 

While  Columbus  was  thus,  with  unirearied  ■•- 
aiftuily  nnd  loyal  zeal,  eodeavoring  to  bring  ifae 
island  liock  to  iu  obedieoce,  be  received  a.  re(4f 
fivm  Spain,  to  the  earaeHt  representations  made 
by  him,  in  ihe  preceding  autaron,  of  the  distracted 
Mate  of  the  colony  aud  the  autmges  of  these  law- 
lew  men,  and  his  prayers  for  royal  cauntenance 
and  support  The  letter  was  written  by  his  in- 
vidious enemy,  the  BLihop  Fonseca,  Eiiperiniendent 
of  Indian  afiitirs.  It  acknowledged  the  receipt 
of  his  alatement  of  the  alleged  insnrrccIiiM)  of 
Roldan,  but  observed  that  this  matter  i 
suffered  lo  remain  in  euapeiue,  as  ihe  sovereigns 
would  investigate  und  remedy  it  presently.' 

This  cold  reply  had  a  disheartening  effect  upon 
ColnnibuR.  He  saw  that  his  complaints  had  little 
weight  with  the  government ;  he  feared  titat  U'lS 
oueraie«  were  prejudicing  him  with  the  sovereigtaj 
aiid  ho  nnticipnted  retloubled  insolence  on  the  part 
of  iho  rebels,  when  they  should  discover  how  Utile 
inllnonue  lie  possessed  in  Spain.  Full  of  seal, 
however,  for  the*  success  of  hie  ouderluking,  «nd 
of  fidelity  fo  the  irnurests  of  the  sovereigns,  he 
resolved  to  spare  no  personal  sacrifice  of  uomfort 
or  dignity  in  appeafiiiig  the  troubles  of  the  island. 
■  U«m;r*,  decnd.  i.  lib.  iii.  cap.  IS. 
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Eager  to  expedite  the  negotiation  with  Roldnn, 
therefore,  he  sftiled  in  the  latter  part  of  August 
with  two  carnvels  to  the  port  of  Azua,  west  of 
Sbd  Domingo,  Bud  rnueh  nearer  to  Ximigua.  He 
was  accompanieil  by  several  of  the  most  important 
peraonnges  of  the  colony.  Roldan  repaired  thither 
likewise,  with  the  turbulent  Adrian  de  Moxica, 
AoA  a  number  of  his  band.  The  coneeasioDS  al- 
ready obtained  had  increased  Eiis  presumption  ;  and 
he  had,  doubtless,  received  intelligence  of  the  cold 
manner  in  which  the  complaints  of  the  admiral 
had  been  received  in  Spain.  He  conducted  him- 
self more  like  a  conqueror,  exacting  triumphant 
terms,  than  a  delinquent  seeking  to  procure  pardoa 
by  atonement.  He  came  on  board  of  the  caravel, 
ftnd  with  bis  usual  effrontery,  propounded  the  pre- 
liminaries upon  which  he  and  his  companions  were 
disposed  to  negotiate. 

First,  that  he  should  be  permitted  to  send  sev- 
eral  of  his  company,  to  the  number  of  fifteen,  to 
Spain,  in  tbe  vessels  which  were  at  San  Do- 
mingo. Secondly,  that  those  who  remained 
should  have  lands  granted  them,  in  place  of  royal 
pay.  Thirdly,  that  it  should  be  proclaimed,  llmi 
everything  charged  against  bim  and  his  parly 
bad  been  gronuded  upon  false  testimony,  and  the 
macliinalioris  of  persons  disaffected  to  the  royal 
senrice.  Fourthly,  that  he  should  be  reinstated 
in  his  ofiice  of  alcalde  mayor,  or  chief  judge.' 

These  were  hard  and  insolent  conditions  to 
commence  with,  but  tbey  were  granted.  Roldan 
then  went  on  shore,  and  communicated  them  U> 
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hifl  oompnaiciiis.  At  tlie  end  of  two  dajs  the  in- 
Burgenis  sent  llieir  capitulatiom,  drawn  up  in 
form,  uiid  coutihed  in  arrogiiDt  language,  iucluil- 
ing  all  liiu  slipulntioDB  granted  at  Fort  Couoep- 
tioii,  with  those  recently  demanded  bj  Roldau, 
and  condudiiig  with  one,  more  inaoleut  than  *]t 
the  rest,  namely,  that  if  the  admiral  should  fail 
in  the  fullillmetit  of  any  of  these  articles,  they 
ahonld  have  a  right  to  assemble  together,  and 
compel  hia  performance  of  them  by  force,  or  by 
any  other  meaiia  they  might  think  proper.^  The 
conspirators  thus  sought  not  merely  exculpation  of 
the  past,  but  a  pretext  for  future  rebellion. 

The  mind  grows  wearied  and  impatient  with 
recording,  and  liie  heart  of  the  generous  reader 
must  burn  ivith  indignation  at  perusing,  this  pro- 
tracted and  iueifcctual  struggle  of  a  man  of  the 
exalted  merits  and  matchless  services  of  Colnm- 
bus,  in  the  toils  of  such  miscreaots.  Surrounded 
by  doubt  and  danger  ;  a  foreigner  among  a  jeal- 
ous people ;  an  unpopular  commander  in  a  ma- 
tinoas  island ;  distrusted  and  slighted  by  the 
government  he  was  seeking  to  serve  ;  and  creat- 
ing suspicion  by  his  very  services ;  he  knew  not 
where  to  look  for  fuitliful  advice,  edicient  aid,  or 
candid  judgment.  The  very  ground  on  which 
he  stood  seemed  giving  way  under  him,  for  he 
was  told  of  seditious  symptoms  among  his  own 
people.  Seeing  the  impunity  with  which  the 
rebels  rioled  in  the  possession  of  one  of  tlie 
finest  parts  of  the  island,  they  began  to  talk 
among  themselves  of  following  their  example,  of 

>  Uerren,  Hist,  del  Aiminate,  cap.  38. 
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abnndoniDg  the  stAndard  of  the  udinirHl,  aod 
seizing  upon  the  proTiDca  of  Uiguey,  nt  ilie  enst- 
em  extremity  of  the  iaUnd,  which  was  snjil  to 
contnin  valuable  mines  of  gold. 

Thus  crilically  aitutited,  disregarding  every 
ConBideralioD  of  personal  pride  and  diguily,  mid 
determined,  at  ony  iiidividaal  Bacrifice,  to  secure 
the  inleresis  of  an  ungrateful  sovereign,  Columbus 
forced  himself  to  sign  this  most  humiliftting  ca- 
pitulation. He  trusted  that  aA;erward^,  when  he 
could  gain  quiet  access  to  the  royal  ear,  he  should 
bo  able  to  convince  ihe  king  and  queen  that  it 
fand  been  oompnlsory,  and  forced  from  him  by  the 
extraordinary  difficulties  in  which  be  had  been 
placed,  and  the  imminent  perils  of  tbe  colony. 
llelbre  signing  it,  however,  he  inserted  a  stipula- 
lion.  that  the  commandB  of  Ihe  sovereigna,  of 
liiinaelf,  and  of  llie  justices  appointed  by  liiin, 
should  be  poactuHlly  obeyed.^ 

'  Hcmn,  UIbI.  Ind.,  decad.  i.  lib.  iii.  cap.  16. 


CHAPTER    rV. 


FAIITDKB  or  SKVBKU.  OF  TUB  ElBBKLS  FOit  SPAIX. 
[H99.] 

IKtft'jjHEN  Goldtin  resumed  his  office  of  ttl- 
R'aV^  'viUle  mayor,  or  chief  judge,  he  dis- 
l|jiflfc^  fi\,\jed  nil  the  arrogance  to  be  cspected 
from  one  who  had  intruded  himaelf  into  power 
by  profligate  means.  At  the  city  of  San  Do- 
mingo he  was  always  surrounded  by  his  factloii ; 
communed  only  with  the  dissolute  and  diaaSected  i 
and,  having  all  the  turbulent  und  desperate  men 
of  the  community  at  his  beck,  was  enabled  to 
iodmidate  the  quiet  and  loyal  by  his  frowns.  Ha 
bore  an  impudent  front  agaiasC  the  authority  eTeti 
of  Col(inibu$  himself,  dischai^ng  from  office  one 
Rodrigo  Perez,  a  lieutenniit  of  the  admiral,  ile- 
claring  that  none  but  such  as  he  appointed  fhould 
bear  a  staff  of  office  in  the  isltud.'  CotutobiM 
had  a  diucult  and  painful  task  in  benriog  with 
the  insolence  of  this  man,  and  of  the  shnmeleM 
rabble  whit  >  had  returned,  under  his  auspices,  lo 
the  setllemcnls.  He  tacitly  permitted  many 
abuses ;  eudeavoring  hy  miltluess  and  indulgence 

1  Herrera,  Iliat,  Ind.,  decad.  i.  lib.  lii.  cap.  16. 
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k  flllay  the  jealousies  and  prejudices  awukened 

"iBl  him,  etiil  by  various  coiii'essions  to  lure  ihe 

B  tu  llie  pt:iTorm>uice  of  llieir  duly.    To  audi 

f  tbe  colonials  gcuerally  aa  preferred  to  remain 

in  the  island,  he  offered  a  choice  of  either  royal 

pay  or  porcions  of  lands,  wilh  n  number  of  Indians, 

9oine  free,  others  as  slaves,  (a  assist  in  the  culti- 

^Bblion.     Tbe  latter  was  generally  preferred  ;  and 

^^pianls  were  mnde  out,  in  whicli  lie  endeavored, 

^Hi  much  as  possible,  to  combine  the  benelit  of  the 

^■BdividuHl  with  the  interests  of  tlie  colony. 

^B    Boldan  presented  a  memorial  signed  by  upwards 

^Bf  one  hundred  of  his  late  folloivers,  demanding 

^^l^nts  of  lands  and  licenses  to  settle,  and  choosing 

I     Xsritgua  for  their  place  of  abode.     The  admiral 

(eared  to  trust  sueli  a  mimerous  body  of  factious 

partisans  in  so  remote  a  province :  he  contrived, 

therefore,  to  distribute  them  in  various  parts  of  the 

island  i  some    at  Bonao,  where  their  e^ttlement 

gave  origin  to  the  (own  of  that  name  ;  others  on 

'     4he  banks  of  the  Rio  Verde,  or  Green  River,  in 

^■fte  Vegn;  others  about  six  leagues  thence,  at  St. 

^Hhgo.     He  assigned  to  ihem  liberal  portions  of 

^^Bod,  and  numerous  Indian  slaves,  taken  in  the 

wan.     lie  made  an  arrangement,  nbo,  by  which 

tbe  cscifiiiea  in  their  vicinity,  instead  of  paying 

(ribnie,  should  furnish  parties  of  thei    subjects, 

e  Indians,  lo  assist  the  colonists  in  the  culliva- 

a  of  their  lands :  a  kind  of  feudal  srTice,  which 

)  origin  of  tbe  repartimientos,  or  distribu- 

R  of  free  Indians  among  the  colonists,  af^r- 

mnln  generally  adopted,  and  ehamerully  abused, 

jugliout  the  Spanish  colonies ;  s  source  of  inlol- 
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ercbte  hardships  and  oppressions  to  Uie  unhappy 
natives,  aud  which  greatly  contributed  to  extermi- 
nate them  Irom  the  ishiud  of  Hiapanioln.^  Colum-  , 
bus  considered  the  iAlaod  in  the  ligiilof  a  conquer- 
ed country,  and  arrogated  to  himself  all  the  riglita 
of  a  i»nqueror,  in  the  name  of  ttie  sovereigns  tor 
whom  he  fought.  Of  course  all  his  eomponioo! 
in  the  enterprise  were  entitled  lo  take  part  in  the 
acquired  territory,  and  to  establish  themselves 
there  as  feudal  lords,  reducing  the  natives  to  the 
condition  of  villains  or  vassals.^  This  was  an 
arrangement  widely  different  from  his  ori^ol  in- 
tention of  treating  the  natives  with  kindness,  as 
peaceful  subjects  of  the  crown.  But  all  hb  phms 
had  been  subverted,  nud  his  present  measures 
forced  upon  him  by  the  exigency  of  the  limes  and 
the  violence  of  lawless  men.  llo  appointed  a 
captain  with  an  armed  band,  as  a  kind  of  police, 
with  orders  to  range  the  provinces ;  obligu  the  In- 
dians to  pay  their  tributes ;  watch  over  tlic  conduct 
of  the  colonists ;  and  check  the  least  appearance 
of  mutiny  or  insurrection." 

Having  sought  and  obtained  such  ample  pro- 
visions for  his  followers,  Boldan  was  not  more 
modest  in  making  demands  for  himself.  He 
claimed  certain  lauds  in  the  vicinity  of  Isabella, 
as  having  belonged  to  him  before  his  rebellion : 
also  a  royal  farm,  called  La  Esperanza,  situated  on 
the  Vega,  and  devoted  to  the  rearing  of  poultry. 
These  the  admiral  granted  him,  with  permission 

1  Himrit,  decul.  i,  lib.  ill  cap.  IS. 

>  UufioK,  Hist.  M.  UnndD,  lib,  rj.  $  60. 

>  Hill,  del  Almimite,  cap.  U 
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to  eraploj,  in  the  cultiTation  of  the  farm,  the  euli- 
jecls  of  the  cnclque  whose  ears  had  been  cut  off 
by  Alonso  de  Ojeda  in  his  first  military  expeditioo 
into  the  Yega.  Roldan  received,  also,  granU  of 
land  1q  Xaragua,  and  a  VHriety  of  live  stock  from 
the  cattle  and  other  animals  belonging  la  the  crowu. 
These  gTHuta  were  made  to  him  provisionally, 
until  the  pleasure  of  the  sovereigns  should  be 
known  ; '  for  Columbus  yet  trusted  that  when  they 
should  understand  the  manner  io  which  these  con- 
oes^ons  had  been  extorted  from  him,  the  ring- 
leaders of  the  rebels  would  not  merely  be  stripped 
of  their  ill-gotten  possessions,  but  receive  well- 
merited  punishment. 

Roldan  having  now  enriched  himself  beyond 
his  hopes,  requested  permission  of  Columbus  <o 
visit  his  lands.  This  was  granted  with  great 
reluctance.  He  immediately  departed  for  the 
Yega,  and  Mopping  at  Boiiao,  his  late  head- 
quarters, made  Pedro  Requelme,  one  of  liis  most 
active  confederates,  alcalde,  or  judge  of  the  pliice, 
with  the  power  ol'  arresting  all  delinquenLs,  and 
sending  them  prisoners  to  the  fortress  of  Concep- 
tion, where  he  reserved  to  himself  the  right  of 
sentencing  them.  This  was  an  assumption  of 
powers  not  vested  in  his  ofiice,  and  gave  great 
ofiense  to  Columbus.  Other  circumstances  cre- 
ated apprehoiisious  of  further  troubles  Irom  the 
latfl  insnrgenls.  Pedro  Requelme,  under  pretext 
of  erecting  farming  buildings  for  his  cattle,  began 
to  conBIrutl  a  strong  edifice  on  a  hill,  capable  of 
being  converted  into  a  formidable  fortress.  This, 
'  Hnren,  deod.  i.  lib.  lii.  up.  16. 
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il  was  whispered,  was  done  in  concert  with  Rol- 
don,  b^  way  of  securing  a  stronghold  in  ctise  of 
ueed.  Being  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Vfga, 
where  so  nintiy  of  their  lale  partisans  were  set- 
tled, it  would  Form  a  dmigerouB  rallying  place 
for  any  new  sedition.  The  designs  of  Requelme 
were  suspected,  and  his  proceedings  opposed  by 
Pedro  de  Aninii,  h  loyal  and  honorable  man,  who 
was  on  the  spot.  Representations  were  made 
by  both  parlies  to  the  admiral,  who  prohibited 
Requelme  from  proceeding  with  the  construction 
of  his  edifice.' 

ColnmhitB  hnd  prepared  to  return,  with  his 
brother  Don  Bartholomew,  to  Spain,  where  he 
felt  that  his  presence  was  of  the  utmost  impor- 
tance to  place  the  late  events  of  the  island  iu  a 
proper  light ;  having  found  that  his  letters  of  ei- 
ptanation  were  liable  to  be  counteracted  by  the 
misrepresentations  of  malevolent  enemies.  The 
island,  however,  was  still  in  a  feverbh  slate.  He 
was  not  well  assured  of  the  fidelity  of  the  lale 
rebels,  though  so  <learly  purchased ;  there  was  a 
rumor  of  a  threatened  descent  into  the  Vega,  by 
the  mountain  tribes  of  Ciguay,  to  attempt  the 
rescue  of  their  captive  cacique  Mayobanes,  still 
detained  a  prisoner  in  the  fortress  of  Conception. 
Tidings  were  brought  about  the  same  time  from 
the  western  parts  of  the  island,  that  four  strange 
ships  had  arrived  at  the  const,  under  auspiuioua 
appearances.     These   circumstances  obliged  him 

>  Hemn,  decad.  i.  lib.  iii,  cup.  16.    Hist,  dtl  Almjruit*, 
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to  postpone  bis  departure,  and  held  him  lavolved 
in  the  affairs  of  this  Tavorile  but  fatal  ialaod. 

The  two  cftrurels  were  dispatched  for  Spain 
in  Ibe  beginning  of  October,  taking  such  of  the 
colonifits  as  chose  to  return,  and  among  them  a 
number  of  Roldan'a  partisans.  Some  of  these 
took  with  them  shives,  others  carried  away  the 
daughters  of  caciques  whom  they  had  beguiled 
from  their  families  and  homes.  At  these  in- 
iquities, uo  less  than  at  many  others  whicli 
equally  grieved  his  spirit,  the  admiral  was 
obliged  to  connive.  He  was  conscious,  at  the 
same  lime,  that  be  was  isending  home  a  reinforce- 
ment of  enemies  anil  fiilse  witnesses,  to  detame 
his  character  and  traduce  his  conduct,  but  he  had 
no  alternative.  To  counteract,  as  much  as  pos- 
sible, their  misrepresentations,  he  sent  by  the 
stime  caravel,  the  loyal  and  upright  vetemn 
Miguel  Balleater,  together  with  Gmcia  de  Bar- 
ranl^,  empowered  to  attend  to  his  affairs  at 
court,  and  furnished  with  the  depositions  taken 
relative  to  the  conduct  of  Roldan,  and  Ills  nccom- 
plic.1 

In  his  letters  to  the  sovereigns,  he  entreated 
them  to  inquire  icito  the  truth  of  the  late  trans- 
actions. He  stated  his  opinion  that  his  capitu- 
lations with  the  rebels  were  null  and  void,  for 
various  reasons,  vIzm  —  they  had  been  extorted 
from  him  by  violence,  and  at  sea,  where  he  did 
not  exercise  the  office  of  viceroy ;  —  there  Lad 
been  two  trials  relative  to  the  insurrection,  and 
the  insurgents  having  been  condemned  as  traitors, 
it  was  not  in  the  power  of  the  admiral  to  absolve 
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them  from  llieir  criminality;  —  tbe  capitulatioiK 
treiited  of  malters  touching  the  royal  revenue, 
ovtir  whicli  he  had  no  control,  without  the  ialer- 
veution  of  the  proper  officers  i  —  lastly,  FraociKO 
RoMhu  and  bia  coinpaiiiona,  ou  leaving  Spfiiti, 
,  had  taken  an  oalh  to  be  faithful  to  tbe  sovereigns, 
nnd  to  the  admiral  in  their  name,  which  oath  lliey 
hful  violated.  For  these  and  simitar  reasons, 
Bome  just,  others  rather  sophistical,  lie  urged  the 
sovereigns  not  to  consider  tbem^elves  bound  to 
ratify  the  compulsory  tenns  ceded  to  these  praHi- 
gale  men,  but  to  inquire  into  their  offenses,  and 
treat  tliem  nccordingly.' 

He  repeated  the  request  made  in  a  former 
letter,  that  a  teamed  judge  might  be  sent  out  lo 
administer  the  laws  in  the  island,  since  be  him- 
self bod  been  charged  with  rigor,  although  con- 
scious of  having  always  observed  a.  guarded  clem- 
ency. He  requested  also  that  discreet  persons 
should  be  sent  out  lo  form  a  council,  and  others 
for  cerlaio  fiscal  employments,  eutreiktiug,  how- 
ever, that  their  powers  should  be  so  limited  and 
defined,  as  not  to  interfere  witli  bis  diguity  and 
privileges.  Ife  bore  strongly  on  this  point;  as 
his  prerogatives  on  former  occasions  had  been 
grievously  invaded.  It  appeared  to  him,  be  said, 
that  princes  ought  to  show  much  couSdence  in 
their  goveiuors ;  for  without  the  royal  favor  lo 
give  tliero  strength  oud  consequence,  everything 
went  (o  ruin  uuder  tbeir  command;  a  sound 
maxim,  forced  fitim  the  admiral  by  bis  recent  ex- 
perience, iu  which  much  of  his  own  perpIezitieB, 

1  Herrera,  dwsd.  i.  lib.  Ui,  c«p.  W. 
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and  the  triumph  of  the  rebels,  had  been  caused 
by  the  distrust  of  the  crown,  and  its  inattention 
to  his  remonstrances. 

Finding  age  and  infirmity  creeping  upon  him, 
and  his  health  much  impaired  by  his  last  voyage, 
he  began  to  think  of  liis  son  Diego,  as  an  active 
coadjutor;  who,  being  destined  as  his  successor, 
might  gain  experience  under  his  eye,  for  the 
fiiture  discharge  of  his  high  duties.  Diego, 
though  still  serving  as  a  page  at  the  court,  was 
grown  to  man's  estate,  and  capable  of  entering 
into  the  important  concerns  of  life.  Columbus 
entreated,  therefore,  that  he  might  be  sent  out  to 
assist  him,  as  he  felt  himself  infirm  in  health  and 
broken  in  constitution,  and  less  capable  of  exertion 
than  formerly.^ 

1  Herrera,  decad.  i  lib.  iii   cap.  16. 
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[U99.] 

BJHI MONG  the  causes  which  induced  Colum- 
^m¥|  bus  lo  poiitpoue  his  departure  fur  Spuiu, 
^^ggj  has  been  mentioned  the  arrivnl  of  four 
ships  at  the  western  part  of  the  islniid.  These 
had  ancliored  0[i  the  5th  of  September  in  a  hiir- 
bor  a  little  below  Jacquemel,  siipiirently  with  iliu 
design  of  cutting  dye-woods,  whiub  abound  in 
that  Dcighborliood,  iind  of  carrying  off*  the  Dativeii 
for  Blavea.  Further  reports  iiiformeil  him  that 
tbey  were  cominandcd  by  Alonso  de  Ojeda,  the 
Bame  hot-headed  and  bold-hearted  cavalier  wbo 
had  distinguished  himself  on  various  occasions  id 
tlie  previous  voyages  of  discovery,  and  particu- 
larly in  the  capture  of  the  cacique  Caonabo. 
Kuowing  the  daring  and  adventurous  spirit  of 
this  man.  Columbus  felt  much  disturbed  at  bit 
visiting  the  islniid  in  this  clandestine  niHDiier,  mi 
what  appeared  to  ho  liiile  belter  than  a  freebooi- 
ing  expedition.  To  call  him  to  account,  and  op- 
pose hia  aggressions,  required  an  ageD(  of  spirit 
and  address.     No  one  seemed  better  fitted  for  the 
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purpose    than    Roli]ai 
Ojeda,  and  of  i 


pediiioi 


of  the  kind  would  < 


i  crafty  character.     An  t 


i  Liia 


I 


of  himself  and  his  parlisaits,  and  divert  theni  from 
luij  scliemtis  of  mischief.  The  large  voucesaions 
recunlly  niBde  to  ihem  would,  he  trusted,  secure 
their  present  fidelity,  rendering  it  more  profitable 
for  them  to  be  loyeil  than  rebellious. 

Koldiin  reitdiiy  undertook  the  enterprise,  lie 
had  nothing  fnrther  to  gain  by  seditiou,  and  was 
anxious  to  fiecure  liis  ill-gotleu  possessious,  aud 
atone  for  past  offenses  by  public  services.  He 
was  vain  as  well  as  active,  and  took  o  pride  in 
acquitting  hini^lf  well  in  au  expedition  which 
called  for  both  courage  aud  slirewdness.  Depart- 
ing from  Sao  Domiugo  with  two  eurttvels,  he  ar- 
rived on  the  29th  of  September  within  two 
leitgues  of  the  harbor  where  the  ships  of  Ojeda 
were  anchored.  Here  he  landed  wiili  Gve-niid- 
twenty  resolute  followers,  well  armed,  and  accus- 
tomed to  range  the  forests.  He  sent  five  scoutS' 
to  recouuoiire.  They  brouglit  word  that  Ojeda 
was  sevenii  leagues  distant  from  liis  ships,  with 
ouly  filteen  men,  employed  in  making  ca.'^sava 
bread  in  an  Indian  viiluge.  Roldiin  threw  him- 
self betWL-en  them  and  the  ships,  thinking  to  take 
them  by  surprise.  They  were  apprised,  however, 
of  bis  approiicli  by  the  Indians,  wiih  whom  the 
very  name  of  Roldau  inspired  leri'or,  from  his  late 
excesses  in  Xuru^ua.  Ojeda  saw  his  danger;  he 
supposed  Roldan  hud  been  sent  in  pursuit  of  him, 
aud  ho  fuund  himself  uut  qS  from  his  ships. 
With  his  usual    intrepidity  he  immediately  pre- 
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Bellied  himself  before  Koldan,  attended  merely  by 
half  H  dozeu  followers.  The  latter  crnflily  began 
by  conTersing  on  general  topics.  He  then  io- 
quired  inio  bis  motives  for  lauding  on  the  island, 
particularly  ou  that  remot«  aud  lonely  part,  with- 
out fir»t  reporting  Ins  arrival  to  the  admind. 
Ojeda  replied,  tliut  he  had  been  en  a  voyage  of 
diNcovei'y,  and  had  put  in  there  in  distress,  tu  re- 
pair his  tihips  aud  procure  provisions.  Roldan 
then  demanded,  in  the  name  of  the  govemmeat, 
a  sight  of  the  license  under  which  he  sailed- 
Ojeda  knew  the  reaoluie  character  of  the  man  he 
had  to  deal  with,  restrained  hia  natural  impetuos- 
ity, and  replied  that  hia  papers  were  ou  board  of 
his  ship.  He  declared  his  inleutiou,  on  departing 
theuce,  to  go  to  San  Domingo,  and  pay  his  hom- 
age to  the  admiral,  having  many  things  lo  tell 
him  which  were  for  hie  private  ear  aloue.  He 
inlimated  to  Holdon  that  the  admiral  was  in  com- 
plete disgrace  at  court ;  that  there  was  a  tulk  of 
taking  from  him  bis  command,  aud  that  the 
queen,  hb  patroness,  was  ill,  beyond  all  hopes  of 
recovery.  This  iuiimatiou,  it  is  presumed,  was 
referred  to  by  EColdan  in  his  (lispalches  lo  the  ad- 
miral, wherein  he  mentioned  that  certain  things 
had  been  communicated  lo  him  by  Ojeda,  which 
he  did  not  think  it  safe  to  confide  to  a  letter. 

Roldan  now  repaired  to  the  ships.  He  fouud 
several  persons  on  board  with  whom  he  was  ao- 
quainled,  and  who  had  already  been  iu  Hispani- 
ola.  They  confirmed  the  truth  of  what  Ojeda  bad 
said,  and  showed  a  liceuse  signed  by  the  Bishop 
of  Fonseca,  us  superintendent  of  the  affairs  of  the 
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1  voyage  of 


I 


IndieB,  authorizing  him  to 
discovery.' 

It  appeared  from  the  report  of  Ojeda  and  his 
followers,  ilmt  the  glowing  accounts  seut  home  by 
Columbus  of  his  late  disuoveries  on  the  coast  of 
Paria,  \i\i  Diagiiilicent  speculations  with  respect 
to  Ihti  richea  of  the  newly-found  conntry,  and  the 
specimen  of  pearls  transmitted  to  the  sovereigns, 
bad  inflamed  the  eupidily  of  vaiious  adventurers. 
Qjeda  happened  to  be  at  that  time  in  Spain.  He 
was  a  favorite  of  the  Bishop  of  Fonseca,  and  ob- 
tained a  sight  of  the  letter  written  by  the  admiral 
to  the  sovereigns,  and  the  charts  and  maps  of  his 
route  by  which  it  wiis  accompanied.  Ojedu,  knew 
Columbus  to  be  eniharmssed  by  the  seditions  of 
Hispaniolii ;  he  found,  by  his  conversation  with 
Fonseca  and  other  of  the  admiral's  enemies,  thai 
strong  doubts  and  jealousies  existed  in  the  mind 
of  the  king  with  respect  to  his  conduct,  and  that 
his  approaobiog  downfall  was  confidently  pre- 
dicted. The  idea  of  taking  advantage  of  these 
circumstances  struck  Ojeda,  and,  by  a  private  en- 
terprise, he  hoped  to  be  the  first  in  gathering  the 
wealth  of  tlieae  newly-discovered  regions.  He 
commnnicated  his  project  to  his  patron,  Fonseca. 
The  latter  was  but  too  ready  for  anything  that 
might  defeat  the  plans  and  obscure  the  glory  of 
Columbiia  ;  and  it  may  be  added  that  he  always 
showed  himself  more  disposed  to  patroniae  mer- 
cenary adventurers  than  upright  and  high-minded 
men.  He  granted  Ojoda  every  facility ;  furnish- 
ing him  with  eopies  of  the  papers  and  charts  of 
'  Uetreni,  decad.  i.  lib.  iv.  cii[>.  3. 


252  LIFE  AND   VOYAGES   OF 

Columbus,  by  which  to  direct  himself  in  his 
coiirao,  and  a,  letter  of  liceotM!  Bigtied  witli  bis 
own  name,  though  uot  with  that  of  the  sorer- 
eignfl.  In  this,  it  was  stipulated  that  be  should 
not  touch  al  any  land  belonging  to  the  King  of 
Portugal,  uor  any  that  had  bceti  iliijcuvere<l  by 
Columbus  prior  to  1495.  The  last  provisiuu 
shows  the  pertidious  artifice  of  FoQseca,  as  It  IcA 
Paria  aud  the  Pearl  Islands  free  to  the  visits  of 
Ojedo,  they  having  been  discovered  by  Columbus 
(subsequent  to  the  desiguateil  year.  Tlie  ships 
were  to  be  filled  out  at  the  charges  of  the  Adven- 
1  a  certain  proportioa  of  the  products  of 
the  voyage  were  to  be  rendered  to  the  crown. 

Under  this  liccusc  Ojeda  fitted  out  four  ships 
at  Seville,  ossbled  by  nuiiiy  eager  and  wealthy 
speculators.  Amuug  the  number  was  the  cele- 
brated Amerigo  Vespucci,  a  Florentine  merchant, 
'  well  Hcquainted  with  geography  aud  uavigatioo. 
The  principal  pilot  of  the  expedition  was  Juaa  de 
la  Cuso,  a  mariner  of  great  repute,  a  disciple  of 
the  admiral,  whom  lie  hod  accompanied  in  fail 
first  voyage  of  discovery,  and  in  that  along  the 
southern  coast  of  Cuba,  and  round  the  island  of 
Jamaica.  There  were  several  also  of  the  mari- 
iiid  Bartholomew  Roldau,  a  distinguished 
pilot,  who  had  been  with  Columbus  in  his  voyage 
to  Paria.^  Such  was  the  expedition  which,  by 
It  singular  tniin  of  circumstances,  eventually  gave 
tlie  name  of  this  Florentine  merchant,  Amerigo 
Vespucci,  to  the  whole  of  the  New  World. 

This  expeditioo  bad  sailed  in  May,  1499.     The 
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adventurers  iiad  arrived  od  tlie  soutL 
and  ranged  along  its  coast,  from  two  hundred 
leagues  east  of  the  Oronoco,  to  the  Gulf  of  ParJii. 
Guided  Ly  the  clinrta  of  Columbus,  tliej  had 
passed  through  this  gulf,  and  through  the  Boca 
del  Dragon,  and  had  kept  along  westward  to 
Cape  de  la  Vela,  visiting  the  island  of  Margarita 
Bnd  the  adjacent  continent,  and  discovering  the 
Gulf  of  Venezuela.  They  bad  subsequently 
touched  at  the  Caribbee  Islands,  where  they  had 
fought  with  the  fierce  native?,  and  made  many 
captives,  with  the  intention  of  selling  them  in  the 
slave-markets  of  Spain.  Thence,  being  in  need 
of  supplies,  they  had  sailed  to  HispatiiulEi,  having 
performed  the  most  extensive  voyage  hitherto 
made  along  the  shores  of  llie  New  World.' 

Having  collected  nil  lli^  information  that  he 
could  obtain  concerning  these  voyagers,  their  ad- 
ventures kitd  designs,  and  trusting  to  the  declara- 
tion of  C^edo,  that  he  should  proceed  forthwith 
to  present  himself  to  the  admiral,  Baldan  re- 
turned to  San  Domingo  to  render  a  report  of  bis 


'  llem'm.  nut.  Ind.,  decid.  i.  lib.  iv.  cip.  i.    MuSoi,  Hist. 
.  Mundo.  part  in  US.  anpublishcd. 


CHAPTER   VI. 

UANIEirVlLES   OP   ROLDAN    iKD   OJEDA. 
[1500.] 

I^^IKIlIEN  inlelligence  was  brought  to  Colum- 
^wVSt  I>ii3  of  llie  nature  of  the  expedilion  of 
Elua^  OJeJik,  and  the  license  under  wbich  he 
sailed,  he  uouaidereil  himself  deeply  aggrieved,  it 
being  a  direct  infractioo  of  liis  uioal  important 
prerogatives,  and  sanctioned  by  autlioril;  nhich 
ought  to  have  held  them  sacred.  He  awaited 
patienily,  however,  the  promised  visit  of  Alonso 
de  OJeda  to  obtain  fuller  explanations.  Nothing 
was  further  from  the  intention  of  that  roving 
commander  than  lo  keep  Euch  promise :  he  bad 
made  it  merely  to  elude  llie  vigilance  of  Roldan. 
As  soon  as  he  had  refitted  his  vessels  and  obtained 
a  supply  of  provisions,  he  sailed  round  to  the 
coast  of  Xaragua,  where  he  arrived  in  February. 
Here  he  was  well  received  by  the  Spuniards 
resident  in  that  province,  who  supplied  all  his 
wants.  Among  them  were  many  of  the  lato 
comrades  of  Koldan ;  loose,  random  charactera, 
impatient  of  order  aud  restraint,  and  buniing 
with  animosity  against  the   admiral,  for  havii^g 
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Again  brought  them  under  the  wholesome  au- 
tborily  ol'  tlie  laws. 

Knowing  (be  raah  and  rcarlesB  character  of 
Ojeda,  and  finding  that  there  were  jealousies 
between  him  and  the  admiral,  lliey  hailed  liim 
B8  a  Dew  leader,  come  to  redress  ttiBir  faaeied 
grievances,  in  place  of  Roldan,  whom  they  con- 
sidered aa  having  dceerled  them.  They  made 
ciamorous  complaints  Co  Ojeda  of  the  injustice  of 
the  admiral,  whom  they  charged  with  witliholdiiig 
from  lliem  the  arrears  of  their  pay. 

Ojeda  was  a  hot-headed  mao,  with  somewhat 
of  a  vaunting  spirit,  and  immediately  set  himself 
up  for  a  redresaer  of  grievances.  It  is  said,  also, 
that  he  gave  himself  out  as  authorized  by  govern- 
ment, in  coujunccion  with  Carvajal,  to  act  as 
covinseUors,  or  rather  supervisors  of  the  admiral ; 
and  that  one  of  the  first  measures  they  were  te 
take,  was  to  enforce  the  payment  of  all  salaries 
due  lo  the  servanW  of  the  crown.'  It  is  ques- 
tionable, however,  whether  Ojeda  made  any  pre- 
tension of  the  kind,  which  could  so  readily  be 
disproved,  and  would  have  tendeil  to  disgrace 
him  with  the  govenimeot.  It  is  probable  that  he 
was  encouraged  in  his  intermeddling  chiefly  by 
bis  knowledge  of  the  tottering  state  of  the 
admiral's  favor  at  court,  and  of  his  own  security 
in  the  powerful  protection  of  Fonseca.  He  may 
have  imbibed  also  the  opinion,  diligeutly  fostered 
by  those  with  whom  he  had  chiefly  communi- 
cated in    Spain,  jast   before  his  departur 


these  people  had  beer 


,   that 
i  extremities  by 
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the  oppression  of  the  ftdmirul  aDd  liis  brotbers. 
Soroe  feeling  of  generosity,  therefore,  niny  have 
mingled  willi  his  usual  love  of  action  and  enter' 
prise,  when  be  proposed  lo  redreas  all  iheir 
wrongs,  put  himself  at  llieir  head,  inurcb  at  oace 
to  Sau  DomtDgo,  and  oblige  the  admirHl  to  pay 
tbom  on  Che  spot,  or  expel  liiin  from  the  island. 

The  propoaitiou  of  Ojeda  wjis  receii-ed  with 
acclamations  of  transport  by  some  of  the  rebels  i 
others  made  objections.  Quiirrels  arose :  a 
rufiinnly  scene  of  violence  and  brawl  eiLiue<l,  in 
nhich  several  were  killed  and  wounded  on  both 
sides;  but  the  parly  for  the  espeditiou  lo  San 
Domingo  remnined  ti-iumphimL 

Forlunarely  for  the  peace  and  safety  of  tbe 
admiral,  Koldan  arrived  in  ibe  neighborhood,  jiul 
at  this  crilicuJ  juncture,  attended  by  a  crew  of 
resolute  fellows.  He  liad  been  dispatched  bjr 
CoiumbuB  to  watch  the  movements  of  Ojeda,  oa 
hearing  of  his  arrival  on  the  coast  of  Xaregub 
Apprised  of  the  violent  scenes  which  were  takiDg 
place,  Boldai),  when  on  the  way,  sent  to  his  old 
confederate  Diego  de  Escobai-,  lo  follow  him  with 
all  the  trusty  force  he  could  collect,  Tliey 
reached  Xarugua  within  a  day  ot'  each  otlicr. 
An  instance  of  iho  bad  faith  usual  between  bad 
men  was  now  evinced.  The  former  partisans  of 
Koldnn,  finding  bim  earnest  in  his  inleuliou  of 
serving  the  government,  and  that  there  was  uo 
hope  of  engaging  him  in  their  new  sedition, 
sought  to  wnyky  and  destroy  him  on  bis  mnr«b ; 
but  his  vigilance  and  celerity  prevented  them.' 

1  Hist,  del  AlDiiraate,  nbi  nip. 
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Ojedti,  when  he  heard  of  the  RpproBch  of  Eol- 
dan  nnd  Escobar,  retired  on  board  of  Ilia  ships. 
Though  of  a.  daring  Rpirit,  he  had  no  inclinalioD, 
in  ihe  present  inslnnra,  to  come  to  blows,  where 
there  was  a  certainty  of  despernle  Ughting,  and 
no  gain ;  and  where  he  must  mise  his  arm 
against  government.  Roldaii  now  issued  such 
reinoustrances  na  had  oflen  been  inefiectually  ad- 
dressed to  himself.  He  wrule  to  Ojeda,  reason- 
ing witli  liim  on  his  conduct,  and  the  confusion 
he  was  producing  in  the  island,  and  inviting  him 
on  shore  to  an  ainicabltt  arrangement  of  all 
alleged  grierances.  Ojedu,  knowing  (he  craflj, 
violent  character  of  RoMnn,  disregarded  his 
repealed  messages,  and  refused  lo  venlure  within 
his  power.  He  eren  seized  one  of  his  messcn- 
gers,  Diego  de  Truxillo,  mid  lauding  suddenly  at 
Xnragua,  carried  olf  ouoiiier  of  his  followers, 
named  Toribio  de  Lenares ;  both  of  whom  he 
detained  in  irons,  on  board  of  his  vessel,  as  hos- 
tages for  a  certain  Juan  Pii>ior,  a  one-«rnied 
sailor,  who  had  deserted,  threatening  to  bang 
them  if  the  deserter  was  not  given  up.' 

Various  manojuvres  look  phtee  between  these 
two  well-tiiatched  opponents ;  each  wnry  of  the 
address  and  prowesa  of  the  other.  Ojeda  made 
sail,  and  stood  twelve  leagues  to  the  northward, 
to  the  province  of  Cahsy,  one  of  the  most  beauti- 
ful and  fertile  parts  of  the  country,  nnd  inhabited 
b^  a  kind  and  gentle  people.  Here  he  landed 
with  forty  men,  seizing  upon  whaiever  he  could 
find  of  the  provisions  of  the  natives.  Goidan  and 
I  L„  c«M>,  Hist  Ind.,  lib.  i.  cap.  109,  JIS. 
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Escobnr  followed  along  sliore,  iiiid  were  snon  at   | 
his  haela.     Roldaa  then  dispatched  Edcobnr  ii 
light  taiioe,  [wddled  swiftly  by  lodiniis,  who  ap- 
proaching wilhiD  Imil  of  llie  ahip,  iiiftirmed  Ojeda    < 
that,  since  he  would  not  trust  himself  on  ehme, 
RuldHU   would    come   and    confer   with    him  oa 
board,  if  he  would  send  a  boai  for  hiin- 

Ojeda  now  thought  himself  secure  of  hie  enemy; 
ho  immediately  dispatched  a  boRt  within  a  short 
dialaiice  of  the  fhore,  where  ihe  crew  lay  on 
tlieir  oars,  requiring  Roldoii  to  come  to  them. 
"  How  many  may  accompany  me  ? "  demanded 
the  latter :  '•  Only  five  or  Bin,"  wns  the  reply. 
Upon  this  Diego  do  Escobar  and  four  others 
waded  to  the  bout.  Tbe  crew  refused  lo  admit 
more.  Ruldan  then  ordered  one  man  lo  carry 
him  lo  Ihc  barge,  and  another  to  walk  by  his 
eide  aud  assist  him.  By  this  slnitageni,  lu'S 
party  was  eight  stronj;.  The  insiaut  he  eolered 
the  boat,  he  ordered  the  oarsmen  to  row  to  eliore. 
On  their  refi'siug.  lie  and  his  companions  nttucked  , 
them  sword  ia  liund,  wounded  several,  and  mode 
all  piisoners  cxou  «ing  au  Indian  archer,  who, 
plunging  under  the  water,  escaped  by  swimming 

This  was  an  important  triumph  lor  Roldan. 
Ojeda,  anxious  for  the  recoverj'  of  his  boat, 
which  was  Midi  spendable  for  the  service  of  the 
ship,  now  made  overtures  of  peare.  He  ap- 
proached the  shore  in  Ilia  remaining  tiont  of  small 
size,  lakinj;  with  him  his  pripcipul  pilot,  *nA 
arquebusier,  and  four  oaremeu.  Rulilna  entered 
the  boat  be  liad  just  captured,  wilb  seven  rowen 
and  lifteen  fighting  men,  causing  filYeen  others  to 
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be  ready  on  sbore  [o  embnrk  in  a  large  canoe,  !□ 
casB  of  need.  A  characteristic  iulerview  took 
place  between  these  doughty  antngonLsts,  each 
keeping  warily  on  his  guard.  Their  conference 
was  cflrricd  on  at  a  diatauce.  Ojeda  justified  hit> 
hostile  moTemenls  by  alleging  that  Itoldan  had 
come  with  an  nrnied  force  to  seize  him.  This 
the  latter  posilively  denied,  promising  him  the 
most  amicBble  reception  fi'om  the  admiral,  in 
case  he  would  repair  to  San  Domingo.  An  ar- 
rangement was  at  length  effected ;  the  boat  was 
restored,  and  mutual  reetitution  of  the  men  look 
phtce  with  (he  exception  of  .Juan  Pintor,  the  one- 
armed  deserter,  who  hnd  absconded  ;  and  on  the 
following  day,  Ojeda,  according  to  agreement,  set 
sail  to  leave  the  island,  threatening,  however,  to 
return   at   a,  future   time   with   more   ships  and 

Roldon  waited  in  the  neighborhood,  doubting 
the  truth  of  his  departure.  In  the  course  of  a 
few  days,  word  was  lirought  that  Ojeda  had 
landed  on  a  distant  pnrt  of  the  coast.  He  im- 
mediately pursued  him  Wi  .  eighty  men,  in 
canoes,    sending    scouts    by    land.       Before    he 

iveii  al  the  place.  Ojeda  had  again  made  sail. 
and  Koldan  saw  and  heard  no  more  of  him.  Lb« 
CasBS  asserts,  however,  that  Ojeda  departed  either 
!  remote  district  nf  Hispaniola,  or  lo  the 
islaud  of  Porto  Rico,  where  he  made  up  what  he 
called  his  OaDolgada.  or  drove  of  slaves ;  carrying 
olf  nurahers  of  the  unhappy  natives,  whom  he 
Bold  in  the  slave-market  of  Cadiz.^ 
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delay,  he  shared  among  tliem  certain  lands  of  liL- 
own,  in  the  lerriloryof  Ids  ancient  host  Behechio, 
cacique  of  XarnguB.  He  tlieu  wrote  to  the  ad- 
miral for  perraisaioii  to  relurn  (o  San  Domingo, 
and  received  a  letter  in  reply,  giving  him  mnny 
thanks  and  commendations  lor  the  diligence  and 
address  which  he  had  muidfealed,  hut  requeaiicjg 
him  tu  remain  for  a  time  in  Xaragua,  lest  Ojeda 
should  he  yet  liovering  about  the  coast,  and  di^ 
posed  to  make  auodicr  descent  in  that  proriiice. 
The  troll  hies  of  the  iala:id  were  not  yet  ttt  an  end, 
bat  were  destined  agiiin  to  hreak  forth,  and  from 
somewhat  of  a  romantic  cause.  There  arrived 
about  this  time,  at  Xiiragna,  a  young  cavalier  of 
noble  family,  named  Don  Hernando  de  Guevara. 
He  possessed  an  agreeahte  person  and  wiiining 
manners,  but  was  headstrong  in  his  passions,  and 
dissolute  in  his  priuelpies.  He  was  cousin  to  Adri- 
an de  Moxicu,  one  of  the  most  active  ringleiiderB 
in  the  late  rebellion  of  Roldan,  and  hod  conducted 
himself  with  such  licentiousness  at  Sau  Domingo, 
that  Colnmbus  bad  bauished  him  from  the  i.^land. 
There  being  no  other  opportunity  of  embarking, 
he  had  been  sent  lo  Xnragun,  to  return  to  Spain 
in  oue  of  the  ships  of  OJeda,  but  arrived  afler  tlii'ir 
departure.  Boldaii  received  him  favorably,  un 
ftcoouut  of  hifl  old  comrade,  Adrian  de  JUosicu, 
and  permitted  him  to  choose  some  place  of  resi- 
dence until  furiliei'  orders  concerning  him  should 
arrive  from  ihe  udmind.  He  cLo»e  the  province 
of  C'aliay,  at  the  place  where  Roldan  had  captured 
the  btftil  of  Ojeda.  It  was  a  delightful  part  of 
that  beautiful  coast ;  but  the  reason  why  Guevara 
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•till  rxMifUKl  Iter  imrtkljljr  to  Ihe  SinnUrds,  not- 
willMtaiKliiiK  Die  dugrBceTuI  Menea  which  W 
IMMMtil  Iwfirru  liuf  vym  i  anil  Uu>  nitlire  digutl^  of 
litr  (ilinrHitivr  imd  (VJinmAiided  tho  respect  evcoof 
thn  (llMnlutn  rulitilo  which  infunlKil  her  proTtuce. 
\\j  liur  lulo  huibutiil,  llui  iMurique  Cuounbo.  she 
hull  It  iluiiishtur  imiiicd  HiKueriMiuota,  jurI  grows 
iil>,  M\A  groHlly  ftilmired  lor  hor  beauty.  Guetwa, 
liuiiijl  nlW  ill  fompniiy  wilh  her,  a  mutual  atbwh- 
iiiuiit  uiKutiil.  It  wui  to  be  iiear  her  that  he  chase 
('iiliny  HI  n  riuiiduiioe,  at  a  place  where  his  ooosin 
Adi'luii  Ue  Mokico  kept  a  number  of  dogs  nad 
hawk*,  lo  bo  omployed  in  the  chase.  Goeran 
dulnj'vil  liiR  dvp)Lrtun><  Ruldon  diacorarod  the 
riMtJwu,  and  waiiiCHl  hiiu  to  desist  from  his  pi«lH>- 
■ioui  aud  leave  the  province.  Las  Cosaa  iutiiiHUB 
UiHt  Ittildnit  WKs  hiinwlf  attnclied  to  ttia  joung  In- 
diuu  b4Muly,  and  jt^nluuit  of  tier  prufureum  of  his 
rival.  Aiittutuiiio,  tlie  mother,  pleawd  with  ^m 
galUul  H)ipoiUtuico  aiid  iiigrntuitiiig  maiina?  '>t 
iht)  youthful  euvnlior,  (avorod  his  attaohment :  ^ 
pwially  a>  he  soui[hl  her  daughter  In  manias 
Ni>lwiil)»taiidiug  ibe  orders  of  Bolilaii.  GiMran 
still  liii|{i.TiHl  ill  Xamgua,  \a  the  bouse  at  Jume^ 
uua:  aud  loudiit):  lor  a  priest,  desired  him  to  tiap> 
tiiu  his  iuteuded  bride. 

Hwurinjf  of  lllis,  ttoldau  seiu  fin-  iiuovnin,  ami 
M»buked  hiu  ^harpt^  loi  renwauug  at  Xocagn^ 
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and  attempting  to  deceive  n  person  of  the  impor- 
tance of  AnncAonn,  by  uiisnaring  the  RRectiuti!!  of 
her  Oiiugliler.  Guernro  avowed  the  strength  of 
hia  piLfsion,  and  bis  currL-cl  intentions,  and  en- 
treated permission  to  remnin.  Roldnn  wna  mSez- 
ible.  He  alleged  that  some  evil  conslruction  might 
be  put  on  hia  conduct  by  the  tuliniral;  but  it  is  prob- 
able hia  true  motive  wils  a  desire  to  send  away  a 
rival,  who  inlerfu-red  with  his  own  amorous  de- 
signs. Guevara  obeyed  ;  hnl  had  scarce  been  three 
days  at  Calmy,  when  unable  to  remtiin  longer 
'  al»ent  from  the  object  of  his  paaaion,  he  returned 
to  Xaragua,  accompanied  by  four  or  five  frietids, 
and  conceiiled  Limaelf  id  the  dwelling  of  Anaca- 
oua.  ttoldan,  who  was  at  that  time  confined  by 
ft  malady  in  his  eyes,  being  appriaeil  of  his  return, 
eeot  orders  tor  him  to  depart  instantly  to  Cnhay. 
The  young  cavalier  assumed  a  tone  of  dedance. 
He  warned  Roldan  not  to  make  foes  when  he  had 
Bucb  great  need  of  friends ;  for,  to  liis  ccrlaiD 
Iiuowledge,  the  admiral  intended  to  behead  liim. 
Upon  this,  Uoldan  commanded  him  to  quit  that 
part  of  the  island,  and  repair  to  San  Domingo,  to 
present  himself  before  the  admiral.  The  thoughts 
of  being  banished  entirely  from  the  ricinily  of  his 
Indian  beauty,  checked  the  vehemence  of  the 
youth.  He  changed  his  tone  of  haughty  defiance 
into  one  of  humble  supplicutiou  ;  and  Roldan,  ap- 
peased by  this  submission,  permitted  him  to  remain 
lor  the  present  in  the   neighborhood. 

Rnldiiu  had  instilled  willfulness  and  violence 
into  the  hearts  of  his  late  followerdi,  and  now  was 
doomed  to  experience  the  effects.     Guevara,  iu- 
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I  opposition  to  lib  pnssion,  meditated 
,  He  soon  made  a  purly  HmoDg  ihe  oU 
comrndi^  of  Uolduii,  wlio  iletealed,  ta  a  luagisirate, 
the  mno  they  hnd  iiloliKud  oa  ii  leader.  Ii  i 
ooncerled  to  rise  suddenly  upon  him,  and  either 
to  kill  him  or  put  out  his  eyes.  Roldan  vas  ap- 
prised of  tlie  plot,  nud  proceeded  with  his  db 
promptne^ia.  Guevara  was  seized  in  the  dwelling 
of  AnacaoTiH,  iu  the  presence  of  hia  iutended  bride  i 
seveu  of  his  accomplices  n-ere  likewise  arrested. 
Roldan  immediately  seut  an  account  of  the  affitir 
to  the  admiral,  professing,  al  present,  to  do  itothing 
without  Ills  authority,  and  declaring  himself  not 
competent  to  judge  impartially  in  the  case.  ( 
lumfaus,  who  was  at  that  time  at  Fort  Conception, 
in  the  Vegs,  onlered  the  prisoner  to  be  conducted 
to  the  fortress  of  Snn  Domingo. 

The  vigorous  measures  of  RoldoD  against  lus 
old  comrades,  produced  commotions  in  the  bland. 
When  Adrian  de  Moxica  heard  tliat  his  cousin 
Guevara  was  a  prisoner,  and  that,  too,  by  com- 
mand of  his  former  confederate,  he  was  highly 
exasperated,  and  resolved  on  vengeance.  Has- 
tening to  Bonao,  the  old  haunt  of  rebellion, 
obtained  the  co  operation  of  Pedro  Requelme,  the 
recently  appointed  alcalde.  They  went  round 
among  their  late  companions  in  rebellion,  who  lud 
received  lands  and  settled  in  various  parts  of  ibe 
Vega,  working  upon  their  ready  pa.ssions,  and  en- 
listing their  feelings  in  the  cause  of  au  old  com- 
rade. These  men  seem  to  have  had  an  irresisti* 
hie  propensity  (o  sedition.  Guevara  was  a  favor- 
ite witli  them  all ;  the  charms  of  the  Indian  beau^ 
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Iiad  probably  their  ittSuence  ;  and  the  conduct  of 
Boldan  wiis  protiounce<l  a  tyrannicitl  iulerfcrcuce, 
to  prevent  a  marringe  agreeable  to  all  pjtrlies,  and 
beDefici;ii  Co  ihe  colony.  Tliure  is  no  being  so 
odious  to  his  former  iissociaiea  as  a  reformed  rob- 
ber, or  II  rebel,  enlisted  in  the  service  of  juslice. 
The  old  scenes  of  faction  were  renewed  ;  llie 
weapons  whtcli  had  scarce  been  hung  up  from  llie 
recent  rebellions,  were  again  snatched  down  from 
the  walls,  and  rash  preporalioiis  were  made  for 
action.  Moxica  soon  faw  a  body  of  daring  and 
reckless  men  ready,  with  horse  tind  weapon,  to 
follow  him  on  any  desperate  enterprise.  BUuded 
by  the  impunity  which  had  attended  their  former 
outrages,  he  now  threatened  acia  of  greater  atroc- 
ity, medilating.  not  merely  the  rescue  of  his 
GOnaiu,  but  the  death  of  Koldan  and  the  admiral. 

Columbus  was  at  Fort  Conception,  with  au  iu- 
considerable  furce,  when  this  dungeroui:  plot  was 
concerted  in  his  very  neighborhood.  Not  dream- 
ing of  any  further  hostilities  frum  men  on  whom 
he  had  lavished  favors,  he  would  doubtless  have 
fallen  into  Ihcir  power,  had  not  intelligence  been 
brought  him  of  the  plot  by  a  deserter  from  the 
conspirators.  He  saw  at  a  glance  the  perib  by 
which  he  was  surrounded,  and  the  storm  abont  to 
burst  upon  the  island.  It  was  no  longer  a  time 
for  lenient  measures :  he  determined  to  strike  a 
blow  which  should  crush  the  very  head  of  rebel- 
lion. 

Taking  with  him  but  six  or  seven  trusty  ser- 
vants, and  three  esquires,  all  well  armed,  he  set 
out  in  the  night  for  the  place  where  the  riuglead- 
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ere  were  quartered.  Confiding  probnbly  iti 
secrecy  of  tlieir  plol,  aud  the  Inie  pussiieness  of 
the  aclmirtil,  they  Appear  to  have  beeu  perfectly 
iniguarded.  Coliimbue  tsme  upon  tlieiu  by  sur- 
prise, seized  MoxicH  uml  several  iiF  his  priucipal 
conrederales,  and  bore  ihem  off  to  Fort  Con«p- 
tioD.  The  momeni  was  critical ;  the  Vega  ms 
ripe  for  a  revolt ;  he  had  tlie  fonienter  of  the  o 
Bpirocy  in  his  power,  aud  an  example  was  called 
for,  (hat  should  strike  terror  iuto  the  lacltous. 
He  ordered  Moxica  to  be  hanged  on  Ihe  top  of  the 
the  forlretia.  The  laller  entreated  to  be  allowed 
to  confess  himself  previoiia  to  execution. 
priest  was  summoned.  The  misenible  Alosia. 
who  luul  been  so  lurogant  in  rebelliou,  lost  all 
coui'uge  at  ihe  near  approach  of  dealh.  He  de- 
layed to  confess,  beginning  and  pausing  and  r 
commencing,  and  again  hesitating,  as  if  lie  hoped, 
by  whiling  away  lime,  to  give  a  ehanee  for  res 
Instead  of  confessing  his  own  sins,  he  accused 
others  of  criminality,  who  were  kuown  to  be  ii 
noceni ;  until  Columbus,  incensed  ai  this  falsehood 
and  treachery,  Hud  lositig  all  patience,  in 
mingled  indignaliou  and  scorn,  oi-dered  the  das- 
tard wretch  to    bu    swung   off  from    the  batlte- 


Tliis 

lowed  up. 

time  to  rci 
Bequelme 


ludden  act  of  severity  was  promptly  fol- 
Several  of  the  accomplices  of  Uox- 

idenineJ  to  deatli,  and  thrown  iu  i 
ir  laic.  Before  the  eonspirjiiors  had 
iver  from  their  astonishment,  Pedro 
'US    taken,  with  several  of  his  ( 

Hemca,  decad.  i,  lib.  \v.  cap.  5. 
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I  peers,  iu  his  niffiun  deu  at  Buuao,  and  conveyed 
,  to  tbe  fortress  of  Sao  DoiniDgo  ;  where  was  also 
ifiDcd  ihe  oH^aal  mover  of  this  second  rebel- 
a,  Hernando  de  Guevara,  the  lover  of  tbe 
lyouiig  Indkn  princess.  These  uuexpecled  acts 
rigor,  proceeding  from  a  quarter  wbich  had 
D  loug  SO  leiiieni,  had  the  desired  effect.  Tbe 
I -oODSpiratora  fled  for  tbe  most  port  to  Xaragun, 
'  'their  old  and  fuvorite  retreat.  They  were  not 
suffered  to  congregate  there  again,  and  concert 
new  seditions.  The  Adelantado,  seconded  by 
Roldau,  pursoied  them  with  bis  characteristic  ra- 
pidity of  movement  and  vigor  of  arm.  It  lias 
.  been  said  that  he  carried  a  priest  with  him,  in  or- 
der that,  as  he  arrested  delinquents,  ihey  might 
be  confessed  and  hanged  npon  the  spot ;  but  the 
tuore  probable  ttccouiil  b  that  he  tmDsmilied 
-  them  prisoners  to  San  Domingo.  He  bad  seven- 
teen of  them  nt  one  lime  confined  in  one  com- 
mon dungeon,  awaiting  their  trial,  while  he  con- 
tinued in  indefaiigable  pursuit  of  the  remainder.' 
These  were  prompt  and  severe  measures ;  but 
when  we  consider  bow  long  Columbus  had  borne 
with  these  men ;  bow  much  he  had  ceded,  and 
sacrificed  lo  ihem  ;  how  he  had  been  interrupted 
in  all  his  great  undertakings,  and  tbe  welfare  of 
the  colony  destroyed  by  llieir  contemptible  and 
seditious  br.iwls  ;  how  they  hod  abused  his  lenity, 
■  defied  his  auihority.  and  at  length  attempted 
life,  —  we  cauuol  wonder  tliat  he  should  at 
last  let  fall  the  sword  of  justice,  vhich  he  bad 
bitheno  held  suspended. 

1  Lu   Ciu«>.  Uiit.  lai^  Ub.  i.  tap.   ITO,  31S.     Hunn^ 
Id.  i.  lib.  iv.  Mp.  T. 
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The  power  of  luutiuii  was  now  completely  sub- 
dued ;  atid  the  good  eSticts  of  the  rarioua  meu- 
ures  takmi  by  Coliimbua,  since  bU  last  arrivnl.  (or 
the  beiietit  of  liie  ialarid,  UigHii  Co  nppear.  The 
Itiilians,  seeing  ihe  inel&cacy  of  resistance,  sub- 
mitted to  t)ic  yoku,  hiniiy  gnve  sigiia  of  avUi- 
zatioii,  hnviug,  in  some  iuiitAiices  adopted  clothing 
and  etnbrnced  Clirisiiauity.  Assisted  by  their  la- 
bors the  SpaniBi-ds  now  cultivated  their  lands  dili- 
gently, and  there  was  every  appearance  of  aeUled 
and  regular  prosperity. 

Columbus  considered  all  tiiis  happy  change  u 
brought  about  by  the  especial  interveniion  of 
Heaven.  In  a  letter  to  Doiia  Juana  de  la  Torre, 
a  lady  of  distinction,  aya  or  nurae  of  Prince  Juan, 
he  gives  an  instance  of  tiioae  visionary  fancies  to 
which  he  was  subject  in  limes  of  illness  and  anx- 
iety. In  the  preceding  winter,  he  say^,  about  iho 
festival  of  Christinas,  when  menaced  by  Indian 
war  and  doini^stic  rehelliun,  when  distrustful  of 
those  around  him  and  apprehensive  of  disgrace  at 
court,  he  sank  for  a  time  into  complele  despon- 
dency, lu  this  hour  of  gloom,  when  abandoned 
to  despair,  he  heard  in  tlie  night  a  voice  address- 
ing him  in  words  of  comfort,  "O  man  of  little 
faith  1  why  art  thou  cast  down  ?  Fear  uolbing,  I 
will  provide  for  thee.  The  seven  years  of  the 
term  of  gold  are  not  expired ;  in  that,  and  in  oU 
other  things,  I  will  take  care  of  thee." 

The  seven  years  term  of  gold  liere  mentioned, 
alludes  lo  a  vow  iniide  by  Columbus  un  disoover- 
ing  ihe  New  World,  mid  rucordeil  by  him  in  a 
letter  to  the  sovereigns,  that  wiihiu  seven  years 
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be  woald  furnisli  from  the  profits  of  his  discov- 
eries, fiAj  thousand  foot  and  five  thousand  horse, 
for  the  delivcnince  of  the  holy  sepulchre,  and  an 
additional  force  of  like  amount,  within  five  years 
afterwards. 

The    comforting  assurance  given   him  by  the 
voice  was  corroborated,  he  says,  that  very  day, 
by  intelligence    received  of  the  discovery  of  a 
large    tract   of  country    rich    in    mines.^      This 
imaginary  promise  of  divine  aid    thus    mysteri- 
ously given,  appeared  to  him  at  present  in  still 
greater  progress  of  fulfillment.     The  troubles  and 
dangers  of  the  island    had    been    succeeded  by 
tranquillity.     He  now  anticipated  the  prosperous 
prosecution  of  his  favorite  enterprise,  so  long  in- 
terrupted,—  the    exploring    of    the     regions    of 
I^aria,  and  the  establishment  of  a  fishery  in   the 
Gulf  of  Pearls.     How  illusive  were  his  hopes ! 
Jul    this    moment    events    were    maturing  which 
vrere  to  overwhelm  him  with  distress,  strip  him 
of   his  honors,  and  render  him  comparatively  a 
^fvreck  for  the  remai.'ider  of  his  days ! 

1  Letter  of  Columbus  to  the  nurse  of  Prince  Juan.    Iliat. 
del  Almirante,  cap.  84. 


}f  lin.E  Coliiinbus  WB3  involved  in  a  k- 
ir^  of  cIiffiL!iiUiu$  in  the  factious  isliud 
•f  IIJ^pRniola,  his  enemi(;s  were  but  too 
Buccessful  in  uiidermiuing  hia  repiibttiou  in  the 
court  of  Spnin.  The  report  brought  by  C^eda 
of  his  nnlidpaled  dianrni^Q  wns  not  eniirely  un- 
founded !  the  event  wds  considered  nenr  at  hand, 
and  every  perfidious  exertion  was  niade  to  nc!cel- 
ernle  it.  Every  vessel  from  Ibe  New  World 
eaine  freighted  with  complaints,  representing  Co- 
lumbus find  his  brothers  as  new  men,  iinaeeus- 
lomed  to  command,  inflated  by  their  sudden  rise 
from  obscurity;  arrogiiut  and  insulting  towards 
men  of  hirlh  and  lody  spirit ;  oppressive  of  the 
common  people,  and  crael  in  llieir  IroalmenL  nf 
the  n&tivee.  The  insidious  and  illtheral  iasintta- 
tiou  was  continually  urged,  liiat  they  were  for- 
eigners, who  couid  have  no  inleresl  in  the  glory 
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of  Spnin,  or  llie  prosperity  of  Spnniarda  ;  and 
ountempiible  as  iliis  plea  mnj  seem,  it  iiad  a 
powerful  effuct.  Columbus  was  even  accused  of 
it  design  lo  cast  off  all  allegiance  to  Spain,  and 
ei liter  mtike  himself  severe igti  of  the  countries 
he  bad  discorered,  or  yield  them  into  ihe  hands 
of  some  other  power;  a  slander  which,  however 
esiravn^ant,  was  calculated  to  slartle  (he  jealous 
mind  of  Ferdinand. 

It  is  [rue,  that  by  every  ship  Columhua  like- 
wise sent  borne  statements,  written  with  the  frank- 
ness and  energy  of  truth,  setting  furib  the  real 
cause  and  nature  of  the  distruclious  of  llie  isnnd, 
and  pointing  out  and  imploring  remedies,  whieh, 
if  properly  applied,  might  have  been  efficacious. 
Bia  letters,  however,  iirriving  at  distaui  intervals, 
made  but  single  and  transient  impressions  on  the 
royal  mind,  wbicli  were  speedily  efiiiceil  by  the 
influence  of  dully  and  active  misrepresentiiiion, 
His  enemies  at  court,  having  continual  access  to 
the  sovereigns,  were  enabled  to  place  everytiiing 
urged  agiiiust  him  in  the  FtrongesI  point  of  view, 
while  they  secretly  neutralized  the  furcc  of  his 
viudicntiunB.  They  used  a  plausible  logic  lo 
prove  either  bad  management  or  bad  fiiith  on  bis 
part  Tiiert  was  an  incessant  drain  upon  the 
mother  country  for  the  support  of  the  colony. 
Was  this  compatible  with  the  cxtmvngant  pic- 
tures he  hud  dinwn  of  the  wealth  of  the  island, 
and  its  golden  mountains,  in  which  he  had  pre- 
tended to  find  the  Ophir  of  ancient  days,  the 
source  of  all  the  riches  of  Solomon?  They  in- 
furred  that  he  had  cither  deceived  the  sovereigns 
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by  designing  exaggerations,  or  erowly  wronged 
tliem  lij  inai practices,  or  was  lotiUly  iucap^ble  of 
tbe  ilulies  of  govemmenl. 

The  diHHppoiDlmeot  of  Ferdinnnd,  in  finding 
his  newly-UiscoTered  possessions  a  source  of  ex- 
pense inalead  of  profit,  was  known  to  pre^  sorely 
on  "bis  DiiniL  TIte  wars,  <]ictated  liy  his  Htabilion, 
had  strailened  his  resources,  and  involved  him  in 
perplex itie)>.  He  biul  looked  with  confidence  to 
the  New  World  for  relief,  and  for  ample  means 
to  pursue  his  triumplia  ;  and  grew  impatient  at 
the  repealed  demands  which  it  occasioned  on  bis 
ficnuly  treasury.  For  the  purpose  of  irrilnting 
his  feelings  tiad  heightening  his  resentment,  every 
disappointed  and  repining  man  who  returned  Irom 
the  colony  was  encouraged,  by  the  hostile  fociion, 
to  put  in  claims  for  pay  withheld  by  ColumboBi 
or  losses  sustained  in  his  service.  This  was  es- 
pecially the  case  with  tbe  disorderly  ruffians 
shipped  oir  to  free  the  island  from  sedition. 
Finding  their  way  (a  the  court  at  Granada,  tbey 
followed  the  king  when  he  rode  out,  tilling  the 
nir  with  their  complaints,  ami  clamoriug  for  their 
pay.  At  one  lime,  about  fifty  of  these  vagabonds 
fiiuiid  their  way  into  the  inner  court  of  the  Al- 
Immhro,  under  the  royal  apartraenla  ;  holding  up 
bunches  of  grapes,  as  the  meajiTe  diet  left  them 
by  tlieir  poverty,  and  railing  aloud  at  the  dec«tta 
of  Columbus,  and  the  cruel  neglect  of  govern- 
ment. The  two  sons  of  Columbus,  who  were 
pages  to  the  queen,  happening  to  pass  by,  they 
followed  ihem  with  imprecations,  exclaiming, 
"There  go  ihe  sons  of  the  admiral,  the  wbclps 
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of  him  who  discovered  the  Innd  of  vrniity  anil 
deloFion,  the  grave  of  Spaoish  hidalgos."  * 

The  incesiiaut  repetition  of  Iklsehood  will 
grsduidl^  wear  !u  way  into  the  moat  candid 
mind.  liiabella  herself  began  h>  enterUin  doubts 
respeciJDg  the  conduct  of  Columbus.  Where 
there  was  such  universal  and  iucessant  complaint, 
it  seemed  reasonable  to  conclude  that  there  must 
exist  eome  faulL  If  Columbus  and  his  brothers 
were  upright,  they  might  be  injudicious  -.  and,  iu 
government,  mischief  is  of^ener  produced  through 
error  of  judgment,  than  iniquity  of  design.  The 
lettere  written  by  Columbus  himself  presented  a 
lamentable  picture  of  the  confusion  of  the  island. 
Might  not  this  arise  from  lbs  weakness  and  inca- 
pacity of  the  rulers  ?  Even  granting  that  tlie 
prevalent  abuses  arose  in  a  gri-ai  measure  from 
the  enmity  of  the  people  to  the  admind  and  his 
brothers,  ami  their  prejudices  against  them  as 
foreigners,  was  it  safe  to  intrust  so  important  and 
distant  a  command  to  persons  so  unpopular  with 
the  community  ? 

These  considerations  had  much  weight  in  the 
candid  mind  of  Isabella,  but  Ihey  were  all-pow- 
erful with  the  CBUiioiis  and  jealous  Ferdinand. 
He  tiad  never  regarded  Columbus  with  real  cor- 
diality ;  and  ever  since  he  had  ascertained  the 
importance  of  his  discoveries,  bad  regretted  the 
extensive  [lowers  vested  in  Iiis  baixls.  The  ex- 
cessive clamors  which  bad  arisen  during  the  brief 
administration  of  the  Adelatiimh).  and  ihe  break- 
ing out  of  the  faction  tif  Ruldun,  at  length  detsr' 
1  Hist  d(1  Almicuite,  caii.  S£i. 
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mined  ihe  kiog  to  send  out  some  person  of 
conse()uetice  and  ability,  to  iuvestigate  ihe  nflain 
of  tlie  colony,  and,  if  necessary  for  i[8  Miftily.  to 
lake  upon  himself  the  command.  Tliis  important 
and  critical  measure  it  appears  had  been  decided 
upon,  aud  the  papers  and  powers  actually  dnwa 
out,  m  the  spring  of  1409.  It  was  uoi  earned 
into  etFecl,  however,  uulil  the  following  year. 
Various  reasons  Imve  been  Hssigned  for  this  de- 
lay. The  im[H)rtRnt  services  rendered  by  Co- 
lumbus in  the  diseovery  of  Paria  and  the  Petirl 
Isbnds,  may  have  had  some  effect  on  the  roy»l 
mind.  The  necessity  of  fitting  out  an  armament 
just  at  that  moment,  lo  cooperate  with  the  Ve- 
netians against  llie  Turks ;  the  menacing  move- 
meuis  of  the  new  King  of  Frai)Ce,  Louis  XII.  i 
the  rebellion  of  the  Moors  of  the  Alpnxarm 
mountains  in  the  lately  conquered  kingdom  of 
Granada  ;  al!  these  have  been  alleged  as  reaaona 
for  postponing  a  measure  which  called  for  mudi 
consideration,  and  might  have  important  effects 
upon  the  newly-discovered  possess iooe.'  The 
most  probable  reason,  however,  was  the  Btrong 
disinclination  of  Isabella  to  take  so  harsh  a  Uep 
gainst  a  man  tor  whom  she  entertained  «i)ch  ap- 
dent  gratitude  and  high  admiration. 

At  length  llie  arrival  of  the  ships  with  the 
late  followers  of  Roldau,  acconling  lo  their  o«- 
piluliuion.  brought  matters  lo  a  crisis,  li  is  true, 
that  Ballestor  iind  Barmntes  came  in  these  ships, 
to  place  the  utFuii'^  of  the  island  in  a  proper  light; 
but  they  brought  out  a  host  of  witnesses  in  lavor 

1  Mnfioi.  Hisi.  S.  Mundo,  part  unpubliahed. 
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of  RoldsD,  Riid  lelters  wrillen  by  himself  nnJ  lii!" 
oonfedemtes,  attributing  all  tlieir  late  conduct  (o 
the  tyraniiy  of  Columbus  and  hia  brothers.  Uu- 
fortuoately,  the  tcatitnony  of  the  rebels  had  the 
grefttest  weight  wilb  FerdiDand ;  and  there  was 
a  circumstance  in  the  case  whicb  suspended  for  a 
time  ihe  friendship  of  Isabella,  hitherto  (he 
greatest  dependence  of  Columbus. 

Having  a  matenial  interest  in  the  welfare  of 
the  natives,  the  queen  liod  been  repeatedly  of- 
fended by  what  appeared  to  her  pertinacity  on 
the  part  of  Colutnhus,  in  continuing  to  make 
staves  of  those  taken  iu  warfare,  in  contradiction 
to  her  known  wishes.  The  same  ships  whi<.'h 
brought  home  tlie  companions  of  Roldan,  brought 
likewise  a  great  number  of  slaves.  Some,  Co- 
lumbus bad  been  obliged  to  grant  to  these  men 
by  lUe  articles  of  capitulation  ;  others  they  had 
brought  away  clandestinely.  Among  them  were 
several  daughters  of  caciques,  seduced  away  from 
their  families  and  their  native  island  by  these 
profligates.  Some  of  these  were  in  a  state  of 
pregnancy,  others  had  new-born  infants.  The 
gifts  and  transfers  of  these  unhappy  beings  weni 
all  ascribed  to  the  will  of  Columbus,  and  repre- 
sentL-d  to  Isabella  iu  Ihe  darkest  colors.  Her  sen- 
siibility  as  a  woman,  and  her  dignity  as  a  (jueen, 
were  inslanlly  in  arms,  '■  What  power,"  exclaimed 
she  indignantly,  "  has  tlie  admiral  to  give  away 
my  voasals  ?  "  ^  Determined,  by  one  decided  aad 
peremptory  act,  to  show  her  abhorrence  of  these 
upon    hutnanily,    she    ordered    all    the 
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Indians  to  be  restored  to  their  couniry  and 
friends.  Nay  moi'e,  tier  measure  was  retro5pe«- 
tive.  Slie  commanded  tijut  those  formerly  seui 
to  Spain  by  the  admiral,  sliould  be  sought  oat. 
and  seut  back  to  Utspnniola.  Tlnfortuualely  for 
Coiumbus,  at  this  vury  juncture,  in  one  of  bis 
k-tten  he  ndvi^ud  the  conlinuaaoe  of  Itidiun  sU- 
viery  for  »unie  limu  longer,  ils  a.  measure  importaal 
for  the  welfivre  of  the  colony.  Thia  uootributed 
to  heighten  the  indignation  of  I^nbeila,  uhI  in- 
duced lier  no  longer  to  oppose  the  sending  out  of 
a  commission  to  investigate  his  conduct,  and,  if 
necessary,  to  sapersede  him  in  cotomand. 

Ferdinand  was  exceedingly  emlMtrrassed  in 
appointing  this  commission,  between  bis  sense  of 
what  was  due  to  Uie  character  and  services  of 
Columbus,  [ind  his  anxiety  to  retract  with  d«U- 
ciicy  the  powers  vested  in  him.  A  pretext  at 
length  was  furnished  by  the  recent  request  of  the 
admiral  that  a  person  of  talents  and  probity, 
learned  in  the  law,  might  be  sent  out  to  act  a.* 
chief  judge;  and  that  on  impcu'tial  umpire  migbi 
be  appointed,  to  decide  in  the  aifair  between  him- 
self and  Boldan.  Ferdinand  proposed  10  consult 
his  wishes,  but  to  unite  those  two  officers  in  one ; 
and  as  the  person  be  appointed  would  have  to  de- 
cide in  mailers  touching  the  highest  functions  of 
the  admiral  and  hb  brothers,  be  was  empowered. 
should  be  find  them  culpable,  to  supersede  them 
iu  the  government;  a  singular  mode  of  insuring 
partiality ! 

The  person  clioseri  for  this  momentona  and 
delicate  office  was  Don   Fmncisci)  de  Bobodilk, 
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nn  offit^r  of  the  royal  household,  and  »  l-uiii- 
RiKoder  of  the  railiUiry  and  religions  onler  of 
CHlnLniTa.  Oviedo  pronounces  him  n  very 
hone?[  and  religious  man ;  ^  but  he  b  represented 
by  others,  and  his  aclions  corroborate  the  deacHji- 
tion.  as  needy,  passionate,  and  ambitious ;  tlireu 
powerful  objections  la  \m  exercising  the  rights 
of  judicature  in  a  case  requiring  the  utmost 
patience,  candor,  and  circumspection,  and  where 
the  judge  was  lo  derive  wealth  and  power  from 
the  couvictioD  of  one  of  the  parties. 

The  authority  vested  in  Bobadilla  is  deliiie<l 
iu  letters  from  the  sovereigns  still  extant,  and 
which  deserve  to  be  noticed  chronologienlly ;  for 
the  royal  intentions  appear  lo  hiive  varied  with 
limea  and  ciruumsinnces.  The  first  was  dated  on 
the  21at  of  Mai-cl).  ]49»,  and  mentions  llie  com- 
plaint of  the  admiral,  that  an  alcalde,  and  certain 
other  persons,  had  risen  in  rebellion  against  him. 
"  Wherefore,"  adds  the  tetter,  "  we  order  yon  to 
inform  yourself  of  the  Irnlh  of  the  tbregoing; 
to  ascertain  who  and  what  persons  they  wei-e 
wito  ruse  against  the  said  admiral  and  our  magis- 
tracy, and  for  what  cause ;  and  what  robberies 
aud  oilier  injuries  they  have  committed;  and 
furthermore,  (u  extend  your  inquiries  lo  all  other 
maltera  relating  lo  the  premises ;  and  the  infor- 
nwiion  obtainetl,  and  the  truth  kuown,  whomso- 
ever yon  find  culpable,  arrett  their  persons,  nnd 
teqae»traU  their  efficli ;  and  tlius  [aketi,  proceed 
against  them  and  ihe  absent,  both  civilly  »ud 
cnnunally,  and  impose  and  inflict  such  fines  and 

1  OvUilo,  Cronies,  lib.  lli.  cap.  B. 
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puuishmenls  as  you  rcmy  thiok  fil."  To  csrrr 
this  into  effect.  Bobodilla  was  auIhorJKei],  in  cas« 
of  necessity,  to  call  in  ihe  nsaistance  of  the  Admiral. 
And  of  all  olLeJ'  persons  in  authority. 

The  powera  hero  given  are  majiifestly  directed 
merely  uguinst  the  rebels,  and  in  coiisequeooe  of 
the  complaints  of  Colnmbuii.  Another  letier, 
dated  on  the  :JI=t  of  May,  two  niontlis  snbse- 
qiieutly,  is  of  tjuile  different  purport.  It  makes 
no  mention  of  Columbus,  hut  is  addressed  to  ibe 
Tnrious  functionaries  and  men  of  properly  of  llie 
ielnnda  and  Teira  Firnia,  informing  Ifaem  of  the 
appointment  of  Bobadilla  to  the  government,  with 
full  civil  and  criminal  jurbdictioii.  Among  ihe 
powera  specified,  is  the  following:  —  "It  is  oor 
will,  that  if  the  said  conituander,  Fraiicis<xi  de 
fiobadilln.  should  think  it  necessary  for  our  ser- 
viee,  and  the  purposes  of  justice,  that  any  cava- 
liers, or  oihei-  persons  who  are  at  present  in 
those  islands,  or  may  arrive  [here,  should  leare 
them,  and  not  return  and  reside  in  them,  and 
that  they  should  come  and  present  iliemselves 
before  us,  he  may  command  it  in  our  name,  and 
oblige  ihem  lo  depart;  and  whomsoever  he  ihua 
commands,  we  hereby  order,  that  immediutely, 
without  waiting  to  inquire  or  consult  us,  or  lo 
receive  from  us  any  other  letter  or  command,  and 
without  interposing  appeal  or  supplication,  they 
obey  whatever  he  shall  aay  and  order,  under  the 
penalties  which  he  shall  impose  on  oitr  part," 
&c.,&c 

Another  Idler,  dated  Ukewise  on  the  21st  of 
May,    ill     »'liic-h     Columbus     is    styled    simply 
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"  ndmiral  of  tlie  ocean  eea,"  orders  Lini  and  bis 
brolliers  lo  aurremler  the  fortressea,  ahipa,  houses, 
ftrms,  Hmniunitioii,  cattle,  and  all  otber  royal 
property,  into  the  hands  of  Bobadilln,  as  gov- 
ernor, urider  penalty  of  incurj-ing  (he  punish- 
ineut«  to  which  those  subject  themselves  who 
refuse  to  surrender  forti-esses  and  other  truats, 
when  commanded  by  ihcir  sovereigns. 

A  fourth  letter,  dated  oq  the  26lh  of  Alny.  and 
addresseil  to  Colnmbua,  simply  by  the  title  of 
admiral,  is  a  mere  tetter  of  credence,  ordering 
him  to  give  fiiiih  and  obedience  to  whatever  Bo- 
badtllu  should  impart. 

The  second  and  third  of  these  letters,  were 
evidently  provisional,  imd  ouly  to  be  produced,  if, 
on  examination,  there  should  appear  such  delin- 
quency on  the  part  of  Columbua  and  his  brothora 
as  to  warrant  their  being  divested  of  commaud. 
■  This  heavy  blow,  as  has  been  shown,  remained 
suspended  for  a  year :  yet,  that  il  was  whispered 
about,  and  triumphantly  antidpated  by  the 
enemies  of  Columbus,  is  evident  iVom  the  asser- 
tions of  Ojeda,  who  sailed  from  Spain  about  the 
time  of  the  signature  of  (hose  letters,  and  had  in- 
timate commuciications  with  Bishop  Funsecu,  who 
was  considered  inslrumeiilal  in  producing  this 
measure.  The  vety  license  granted  by  the 
bishop  to  Ojtda,  lo  sail  on  a  voyage  of  discovery 
iu  contravention  of  the  prerogatives  of  the 
admiral,  has  the  air  of  1)eing  given  on  a  presurop- 
tion  of  his  speedy  downfiill ;  and  the  same  pre- 
sumption, a»  has  already  been  observed,  must 
have  encouraged  Ojeda  in  his  turbulent  conduct 
at  Xamgua. 
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A[  length  the  long-projected  loeasnre  wna 
carried  into  effoet.  BobRdilla  set  sai)  for  San 
Doming  about  ihe  tnidJle  of  Julj,  1500,  Willi 
two  caravels,  iu  which  were  twenty-five  men,  bo- 
Kited  for  H  year,  Co  serve  as  a  kind  of  gnnrf. 
There  were  six  Iriars  likewise,  who  had  chai^ 
of  a  nunilier  of  Indiuiis  itent  back  to  their  couuiry. 
Besides  the  letters  patent,  Bobadilla  wan  author- 
ized, by  royid  order,  to  ascertain  aud  discharge 
all  arrears  of  pay  due  to  persons  in  the  service 
of  the  crown  ;  and  to  oblige  the  admiral  to  pay 
what  was  due  on  his  part,  "so  tlml  those  people 
might  receive  whni  was  owing  to  ihcni,  and  them 
might  be  no  more  complaints."  In  additioii  to 
all  these  powurs,  Bobadilla  was  furnished  with 
roany  blunk  letters  eigued  by  the  sovereigns,  to 
be  filled  up  by  him  in  such  manner,  and  directed 
to  such  peraoDs,  aa  he  might  think  advisable  in 
pektion  to  the  mission  with  which  he  was  in-  ■ 
tnuted.^ 

)  Homa,  deoad.  i>  lib.  iv.  cap.  7. 
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[1500.] 


lOLUMBUS  was  still    iil  Fort  Concep- 
tion, regulating  the  Hffnira  of  the  Vega. 

»fi*r  the  catastrophe  of  the  sedJtioii  of 

Mozica ;  his  brother,  the  Adelantadu,  accomp.i- 
nied  by  Boidan,  waa  pursuing  and  arresting  (lie 
fugitivB  rebels  in  Xarngua ;  aud  Don  Diego  Co- 
lumbus remained  in  temporary  command  nt  San 
Domingo.  Faction  had  worn  itself  out ;  the  ia- 
surgeata  had  brought  down  ruin  upon  themselves  ; 
and  the  island  appeared  delivered  from  the  do- 
minaliun  of  violeul  aud  lawless  men. 

Such  was  the  state  of  public  alfairs,  when,  on 
the  morning  of  the  23d  of  August,  two  caravels 
were  descried  off  the  harbor  of  Sun  Domingo, 
■bout  a  league  at  sea.  They  were  standing  off 
and  on.  waiiitig  until  the  sea  breese,  which  gener- 
ally prevails  about  len  o'clock,  should  carry  them 
into  port.  Don  Diego  Columbus  supposed  them 
to  be  ships  seut  &om  Spain  with  supplies,  and 
boped  te  find  on  board  his  nephew  Diego,  whom 
the  admiral  bad  requested  might  be  sent  out  to 
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as»isl  hitn  in  bin  various  concerns.  A  canoe  was 
imnieiliiiiely  dixpatched  to  obtaio  informal  ion : 
wliii^h  HppTOHi'liing  (he  cflmvels,  inquired  wbsl 
news  iliey  brought,  aiid  whether  Diego,  the  eon 
□rthi!  ndminil,  was  on  bonrd.  Bobtidilla  hirosetf 
replied  rrom  the  principitl  veaael,  npinoimciug  liiin- 
Belf  BS  a  rajmraiBBioner  seat  oiil  to  inrt^iignle  (be 
late  rebellion.  Ttie  master  of  the  caravel  iben 
inquired  about  the  newa  of  the  island,  and  wu 
inrunned  of  the  reeent  irnnMctiona.  Seven  of 
thu  rebels  lie  wiu  told,  hiid  been  Iitiiiged  tlul 
wi^ek,  and  fire  more  were  in  the  fortress  of  Su 
Domiugo,  condemned  lo  suffer  ttit  >aine  fitter 
Among  these  were  Pedro  Beqiieline  and  Fer- 
nundo  de  Guevara,  the  young  cavHlier  wfaose 
pa-tsion  fur  the  daughter  of  Auacaonn  had  been 
the  original  cause  of  the  rebellion.  Furtber 
coRveraalioii  pn^ed,  in  the  course  of  which  BoIh 
adilla  ascertained  that  the  admiral  Find  the  A^ 
liiiilaJo  were  abseut,  and  Don  Diego  Colarobus  ia 
command. 

When  the  canoe  returned  to  the  city,  with  the 
news  (hut  a  commissioner  had  arrived  to  make 
inquisition  into  the  late  troubles,  (here  was  a 
great  slir  and  agitation  throughout  the  commu- 
nity. Knots  of  whisperers  gathered  at  every 
corner ;  those  who  were  conswous  of  malpractices 

were  filled  w"  '  

had  grievances,  real 
especially  those  wh 
peared  vrith  joyful 
>  Lu  Cuu,  Hist.  Iiiil,  lib.  i.  cap.  169.    Ucnen,  Hist.  lud. 
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As  the  vessels  entered  the  river,  Bobiidillu  lie- 
held  on  either  biutk  a  gibbet  with  the  body  of  u 
SpHoiard  hanging  on  it,  apparently  but  lately  ex- 
ecuted. He  considered  these  as  oonclusive  proofs 
of  the  alleged  crnelty  of  Columbus.  Maiiy 
boats  came  off  lo  the  ship,  every  one  being  anx- 
ious to  pay  early  court  lo  this  public  censor, 
Bobadilla  remained  on  board  all  day,  in  the 
course  of  which  he  collected  much  of  the  rumors 
of  the  place ;  and  as  those  who  sought  lo  Becura 
his  favor,  were  those  who  had  most  to  fear  from 
his  invest iga lion?,  it  is  evident  that  the  nature  of 
the  rumors  must  generally  have  been  unfavorable 
to  Columbus.  Id  fact,  before  BobadiUa  landed, 
if  not  before  he  nrnved.  the  culpability  of  the 
admiral  was  decided    in    his    mind. 

The  next  morning  he  landed  with  all  his  fol- 
lowers, and  went  [o  the  church  lo  alleud  rnnss, 
where  he  found  Don  Diego  Columbus,  Rodrigo 
Feres,  the  lieuleuant  of  the  admiral,  and  other 
persons  of  note.  &Iass  being  ended,  and  those 
perMUB,  with  a  multitude  of  the  pupulnce.  being 
Bsserablod  at  the  door  of  ihe  church,  BobadiUtk 
ordered  his  letters  patent  to  he  read,  auiliorizin^; 
him  lo  investigate  the  rebellion,  seize  the  persons, 
and  sequestrate  the  properly  of  delinquents,  and 
proceed  against  ihem  with  the  utmost  rigor  of 
the  law ;  commanding  also  the  admiral,  and  all 
others  in  authority,  to  assbi  him  in  the  dLschnrge 
of  his  duties.  The  letter  being  read,  he  demanded 
of  Dos  Diego  and  the  alcaldes,  to  surrender  him 
the  pereons  of  Fernando  Guevara,  Pedro  Re- 
qaelme,  and  the  other  prisoners,  with  the  depo 
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Bitioiii  lakea  concerning   them ;  atxl   ordered  Uial   | 
the  pRTiies  bj  whom  they  were  accused,  cuid  Uhm 
bj  whose  coinmaud  ihey  li&d  been  Laken,  should 
appear  before  liim, 

Don  Diego  replied,  that  the  prooeediaga  had 
etnanated  from  ihe  orders  of  the  Admiral,  who 
held  superior  powers  to  &aj  Bobadilla  oould  pos- 
sess, niid  without  whose  authoritj  he  rould  da 
tioihing.  Me  requested,  at  the  same  time,  a  a>pf 
of  the  letter  patent,  thfil  he  might  send  it  to  ~  ' 
brother,  to  whom  alone  the  matter  appertained. 
This  Bobadilla  refused,  observing  that  if  Don 
Die^  had  power  h>  do  itotiiiug,  it  was  useles 
give  him  a  copy,  lie  added,  that  since  the  offics 
and  authority  he  had  proclaimed  appeared  to  have 
no  weight,  he  wonid  try  what  power  and  oonae- 
quence  tliere  was  in  t)ie  name  of  governor ;  and 
would  show  lliem  ihtil  he  had  commnnd.  Dot 
merely  over  them,  but  over  the  Hdmiral  hinwclfl 

The  littlu  oonuQunity  remained  iu  breathleu 
suspea»c.  nwaiiiug  the  portentous  movementa  o 
Bobadilla.  The  next  moruiug  he  appeared  t 
mass,  resolved  uu  assuming  those  powers  which 
were  only  lo  have  been  produced  nftcr  full  inves- 
tigation, and  ample  proof  of  the  uialcnnduct  of 
Columbus.  When  mass  was  ovei',  aiid  the  eager 
populace  had  gathei'Cd  round  thu  door  of  tlie 
church,  Bobadilla,  in  presence  of  Don  Diego  and 
Rodrigo  Perez,  ordered  his  other  royal  patent  to 
be  road,  investing  liim  with  the  government  of 
the  ialiuids,  and  of  Term  Firma. 

The  patent  being  read,  Bobadilla  look  the  cus- 
lomary  oath,  and  then  claimed  the  obedience  of 
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Don  Diego,  Rodrigo  Perez,  and  all  present,  lu 
this  royal  instriimeiit ;  on  tbe  aulhoriiy  of  wliich 
he  again  demnndecl  tlie  prisouera  c-uiiSiied  in  tlie 
fortress.  In  reply,  ihey  proteased  the  utmost 
deference  lu  the  letter  of  the  Mvereigns  but 
again  observed  that  iliey  held  the  prisoners  in 
obedieucP  to  the  odmira!,  lo  whom  the  sovereigns 
had  granteil  letters  of  a  higlier  nature. 

The  Belf-iinporlance  of  llobsdilla  was  incensed 
ftt  this  noDoompliance,  especially  as  he  saw  it  had 
some  effect  upon  liie  populace,  who  appeared  (o 
doDbt  his  authority.  He  uow  prodnceil  the  third 
mandate  of  the  crowti,  unleriug  Columbus  and 
his  brothers  lo  deliver  up  all  fortresses,  ships,  uitd 
other  royal  property.  To  win  the  public  com- 
pletely lo  bis  side,  he  read  also  the  nddilioual 
mandiitc  issued  on  the  30th  of  May,  of  the  same 
year,  ordering  him  to  pay  the  nrreara  of  wages 
due  to  all  persons  in  the  royal  servicb.  and  to 
compel  the  admiral  to  pay  the  arrears  of  ihoee  to 
whom  be  was  accountable. 

Tiiis  hwt  document  was  received  willi  shouts 
by  the  multitude,  many  haviug  long  arrears  due  to 
them  ill  consequence  of  the  poverty  of  tlie  treas- 
ury. Flushed  with  his  growing  importance,  Uo- 
badilla  again  demanded  the  prisoners  ;  threaten  iiig, 
if  refused,  to  take  them  by  force.  Meeting  with 
the  same  reply,  he  repaired  to  tbe  fortress  to  ex- 
ecute his  threats. 


Uiguel  Di'iz,  the  » 


by 
I  cavalier  who 


bad  once  takcu  refuge  among  the  Indians  on  the 
banks  of  the  Ozema,  won  the  aSectione  of  the 
female  cadque  Cetalina,  recdved  from  her  infur- 
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mation  of  the  neighboring  gold  mines,  and  induced 
his  countrymen  to  remove  to  those  pai'ts. 

Wlieii  Bobadilla  came  before  the  fortress  be 
fonnd  the  gal^s  cloae<t,  and  the  alcajde,  Miguel 
Ditiz,  upon  the  battlements.  He  ordered  his  letters 
patent  to  be  read  with  a  loud  voice,  Uie  signatures 
and  seals  to  be  held  up  to  view,  and  iheti  de- 
manded the  surrender  of  the  prisoners.  Diaz  re- 
quested a  copy  of  the  letiere  ;  but  this  Boluulills 
refused,  alleging  that  there  was  no  time  for  d«U;, 
tlie  prisoners  being  under  seuleuce  of  deulh,  ntid 
liable  at  any  moment  lo  be  executed.  He  tbreai- 
ened  at  ilie  same  lime,  that  if  tliey  were  tioi  givea 
up,  he  would  proceed  to  extremities,  and  Diu 
should  bo  answei-able  for  ihe  consequences.  Tti*' 
wary  ulcayde  again  required  time  to  reply,  and  a 
oopy  of  the  letters ;  siiying  that  he  held  the  fnrtress 
for  the  king,  by  the  command  of  the  admiral  his 
lord,  who  had  gained  these  (erritories  and  islauds, 
and  that  nhen  the  latter  arrived,  he  should  obef 
his  orders.^ 

The  wliole  spirit  of  Bobadilla  was  rou^d  within 
him  at  the  refusal  of  the  alcayde.  Assembling 
all  the  people  he  had  brought  from  Spain,  together 
with  the  sailors  of  the  ships,  imd  Ihe  rabble  of  the 
place,  he  exhorted  them  to  aid  him  in  gt;ttiug  poe- 
session  of  the  prisuuers,  but  to  harm  no  one  unless 
iu  cose  of  resistauce.  The  mob  shouti^  aaseiit,  for 
Bobadilla  was  ulreudj  the  idol  of  the  multitude. 
About  the  hour  of  vespers,  he  set  out  at  iLe  head 
of  his  motley  army,  to  storm  a  fortress  destitute 
of  a  garrison,  and  formidnble  only  in  name,  being 

'  Lu  Casaa,  Uiat.  Init.,  lib.  i.  cap.  1TB. 
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ealculaled  to  vrithaiand  only  a  nnkud  and  alighily- 
ftrmed  people.  Tbe  hcdoudU  ol'  ibis  iraiisaction 
liavB  Bomelliiijg  in  them  bordering  on  the  ladi- 
erous,  Biid  gi^e  it  the  air  of  absurd  rhodotnontade. 
Bobadilla  asstiiled  tlje  portal  with  great  impetu- 
osity, tbe  trail  boita  imd  locks  of  wliicb  gave  way 
kt  the  first  shock,  and  allowed  hint  eitsy  iidmission. 
In  iLe  mean  time,  however,  his  zealous  myrmidons 
applied  ladders  lo  the  walls,  as  if  about  Co  carry 
the  place  by  asSBult,  and  to  experienui  a  desperate 
defense.  The  alcayde,  Miguel  Diaz,  and  Don 
Diego  de  Alvarado,  alone  appeared  on  tbe  baltle- 
meuls ;  tbey  had  drau'ii  swords,  but  offered  no  re- 
sblance.  Bobadilla  entered  tbe  fortress  iii  triumph, 
and  without  nu>lestntion.  The  prisoners  were 
round  in  a  chamber  in  irons.  He  ordered  that 
tbcy  should  be  brought  up  lo  hini  lo  thu  top  of 
the  fortress,  where,  having  put  a  few  questions  to 
them,  as  a  matter  of  jurm.  lie  gave  them  in  charge 
to  an  olgutusil  named  Juan  de  Cspinoso.' 

Such  was  the  arrogant  and  precipitate  entrance 
into  office  of  Francisco  de  Bobadilla.  He  had 
reversed  the  order  of  his  written  ,  instructions ; 
having  seized  upon  the  government  before  he  had 
invealigaled  the  conduct  of  Columbus.  He  con- 
tinued his  career  in  the  same  spirit  :  acting  as  if 
the  case  had  been  prejudged  in  Spain,  aud  he  hud 
been  sent  out  merely  to  degcade  the  admiral  &om 
lynienla. 


I    which  he  had  fulfilled  ihem.     tic  look 
nee  in  the    bouse  of   Columbus,  a< 
tuB  anus,  gold,  plate,  jewels,  horses,  toj 

1  Lu  Cuu,  ubi  BUp.    Usneni,  ubi  gu] 
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hiH  lettera,  uiul  various  manuscript,  both  public 
lui^  privale,  eveu  lo  hia  moet  secret  pH[>t:re.  He 
gave  DO  acoQuiil  of  the  property  thus  seised ;  and 
wliich  im  UD  doubt  considered  already  conG^oUed 
to  the  crown,  excepting  liial  be  paid  out  of  it  tbe 
wagijs  of  tbosd  to  wbom  the  admiral  was  in  ar- 
rears.' To  increase  liis  tavor  witti  the  people,  be 
proclaimed,  on  the  second  day  of  his  sssiiinptioD 
of  power,  a  general  license  for  tbe  term  of  twenty 
years,  to  seek  for  gold,  paying  merely  one  eleventh 
to  governiaent,  instead  of  a  ibird  as  heretofore- 
At  tbe  same  time  be  Kpoke  in  the  most  disrespeet- 
ful  and  unqualified  terms  of  Columbus,  BByiii| 
llint  be  vras    empowered    to    send    him    liome  in 

LchiiiriH,  and  that  neither  he  nor  any  of  liia  Uneage 
would  ever  again  be  permitted  to  govern  in  the 
island.^ 


CHAPTER    III. 

COLDHBUS  SUUMONKD  TO  APPKIK  BKFORK   BOBADfJ.I.A 
[1500.] 

RpSQHEN  the  tidings  reached  Columbu!!  at 
HVnS  Fart  Conception  of  the  high-handed 
iQj^lQ  proceedings  of  Bobadilln,  he  couaidered 
thtiin  the  unauthorized  acts  of  some  rash  adventu- 
rer, like  Ojedn.  Since  government  had  apparently 
thrown  open  the  door  to  private  enterprise,  he 
might  expect  to  have  his  path  coutinually  orussed 
and  his  jurisdiction  infringed  by  bold  intermed- 
dlers,  feigning  or  fancying  Ihemselves  authorized 
lo  interfere  in  the  affairs  of  the  colony.  Since 
the  departure  of  Ojeda  another  squadron  hud 
touched  upon  the  coast,  and  produced  a  transient 
alarm,  being  an  expedition  under  one  of  the  I'in- 
licensed  by  the  sovereign'!  to  make  dis- 
coveries. There  had  also  been  a  rumor  of  another 
squadron  hovering  about  the  island,  which  proved, 
however,  to  be  unfounded.' 

The  conduct  of  Bobadilla  bore  all  the  appear- 
«  Inwiess  usurpation  of  some  intruder  of 
the  kind.     He  had  posaeseed  himself  forcibly  of 

1  LeUCTdf  ColBraboi  In  Uie  Sune  of  Priiuc  Jiuu. 
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the  fortress,  and  cousequenily  of  the  lowu-  He 
had  issued  extravngont  licenses,  injurioaa  to  the 
govemmeni,  and  HppArently  iutended  only  to  make 
parliHans  among  the  people ;  and  liod  threatened 
lo  throw  Columhus  himself  iu  irous.  That  this 
man  could  really  be  sanctioned  by  government, 
in  such  intemperate  mensurea,  was  repugnant  to 
belief.  The  admirarB  conscious ness  of  his  nwn 
aervicea,  the  repeated  assurances  he  bod  received 
of  high  consideration  on  the  part  of  the  soi'ereigni, 
and  the  perpetual  prerogatives  granted  to  him 
under  their  hand  and  seal,  with  all  the  solemnity 
that  a  compact  could  posi^esg,  all  forbade  him  to 
consider  the  transactions  at  San  Domingo  Dtlle^ 
wi^e  than  as  outrages  on  bis  authority  by  some 
daring  and  misguided  individual. 

To  be  nearer  to  San  Domingo,  and  obtain 
more  correct  information,  he  proceeded  to  Bonao, 
which  was  now  beginning  to  assume  the  appear- 
ance of  a  seiilemeiit,  several  Spaniards  having 
erected  houses  there,  and  eultiTaied  the  adjacent 
country.  He  had  scarcely  reached  the  place, 
when  an  alcalde,  bearing  a  alaff  of  office,  arrived 
there  from  San  Domingo,  proclaiming  the  ap- 
pointment of  Bobadillo  to  the  governmuut,  and 
bearing  copiea  of  his  letters  patent.  There  was 
no  especial  letter  or  message  seal  to  the  admiral 
nor  were  any  of  the  common  forms  of  uourli^sy 
and  ceremony  observed  in  superseding  liim  in 
the  command ;  all  the  proceedings  of  UobndiUs 
towards  liim  were  abrupt  and  insulting. 

Columbus  was  exceedingly  embarrassed  how  to 
acU     It  was  evident  that  liobadilla  was  intrusted 
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with  extensive  powttrs  by  llie  sovereigns,  but  thai 
they  could  have  exercised  sucU  n  sudden,  iinnier- 
ited  and  appurenlly  capricious  act  of  severity,  ns 
that  of  divesting  iiim  of  nil  hia  commuDds,  he 
coold  nut  believe.  He  endeavored  lo  persuade 
himself  that  Bobadilla  was  some  person  sent  out 
10  exercise  the  functions  of  chief  judge,  according 
lo  the  request  he  had  written  home  to  the  sov- 
ereigns, and  ihal  they  had  intrualed  him  likewise 
with  provisional  powers  to  make  an  inquest  into 
the  late  troubles  of  the  island.  All  beyond  these 
powers  he  tried  to  believe  were  mere  assumptions 
Kud  exoggeralious  of  authority,  as  in  the  case  of 
Aguado.  At  all  eveuts,  he  was  determined  to 
act  upon  such  presnmp lions,  and  to  endeavor  lo 
gain  time,  [f  the  raoimrciis  bad  really  ttikeii  nay 
harsh  measures  with  respect  to  him,  it  must  liave 
been  in  consequence  of  misrepresentations.  The 
least  delay  might  give  tiiem  an  opportunity  of 
ascertaining  their  error,  and  making  the  necessary 
amends. 

He  wrote  to  Bobadilla,  therefore,  in  guanled 
terms,  welcoming  him  to  the  island  -,  cautioning 
him  against  precipitate  measures,  especially  in 
granting  licenses  lo  collect  gold;  infonning  him 
that  he  was  on  ihe  point  of  goiiig  to  Spain,  and 
in  a  little  time  would  leave  lijm  in  cummand, 
with  everything  fully  and  clearly  explained. 
He  wrote  at  the  same  time,  lo  llie  like  purport, 
to  certain  monks  who  luul  come  out  with  Bobo- 
dilU,  though  he  observes  ibat  tliesu  letters  were 
onlj  written  to  gain  lime.'     He  reoeJved  no  re> 

I  Letld  of  Coluiubiu  to  Ibe  Xunc  of  I'rincc  Jtus- 
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plies :  but  while  ftn  iDSultiog  silence  was  oli- 
Bcrved  lownnls  liim,  Bobaclilla  filled  up  Bereml  of 
the  blank  leltere,  of  whiuh  he  had  a.  number 
signed  by  tlie  sovereigns,  and  Ecut  them  lo  Bol- 
dan,  and  oilier  of  iLe  Hdmiral's  enemies,  the  very 
[Dun  whom  he  h»d  been  sent  out  to  jud^ie.  Tbew 
letters  were  full  of  civilities  oud  promiaes  of  fit- 
To  prevent  nny  mischief  which  miglit  arise 
irom  ihe  licenses  and  indulgences  bo  prodigalljr 
gi'nuted  by  Bobudilla,  Columbus  publislied  bj 
won]  and  leiter,  that  the  powers  assumed  by  him 
could  not  be;  vitlid,  nor  hia  licenses  availiug.  as  he 
himself  held  superior  powers  granted  to  him  in 
perpetuity  by  [he  crown,  which  could  ng  more 
be  superseded  in  this  instance,  than  they  liad 
been  in  tliut  of  Aguado. 

For  some  time  Columhus  remained  in  tbia  anx- 
ious and  perplexed  »tate  of  miod,  uncertain  wbal 
line  of  conduct  to  pursue  in  ao  singular  and  ua- 
looked-for  a  coiijuiiolure.  Francisco  Velasquei) 
deputy  treasurer,  twd  Juan  de  Trasierra,  a  Fmn- 
ciscan  Iriar,  arrived  at  Boouo,  and  delivered  W 
him  tbe  royid  letter  of  credence,  signed  by  the 
sovereigns  on  the  26th  of  May,  1499,  cominaud- 
iug  him  lo  give  implicit  fiulh  and  obedience  lo 
Bobadilla;  and  they  delivered,  at  the  same  lime 
a  sunnnons  from  the  latter  to  appear  immediately 
before  him. 

This  laconic  letter  from  the  sovereigns  struck 
at  oAce  at  the  root  of  nil  dignity  and  power-  He 
no  longer  mode  hesitation  or  clcmur,  but  comply- 

1  Idem.     Herrera,  docad.  i.  lib.  iv. 
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iog  with  the  peremptory  Biiminons  of  Bobadillti, 
dqnrted  almost  alone  and  uiiuiteadcd,  for  San 
Somiogo.' 


CHAPTER    IV. 


[1500.] 

IS^I^HE  tiiliugs  ihat  a  new  governor  bnd  ar~ 
I^v9  "^'^'^'  i""^  ''"''  Columbus  was  io  dis- 
|^^g|]|  grniH.-,  and  to  be  seut  home  in  ciituns, 
circulated  rapidly  throiigh  liie  Vega,  arid  tlie  col- 
onists hastened  rrom  all  parts  to  Sun  Domingo  Io 
moke  iutereHt  wiib  BobndillH,  It  was  eoon  per- 
ceived that  there  waa  no  eurer  way  ihan  timl  of 
rilifying  lib  predecessor.  Bobodilla  felt  that  he 
bad  taken  a  rash  step  in  seizing  upon  the  govern- 
ment, nnd  that  his  own  safety  required  the  con- 
victiori  of  Columbus.  He  listened  engerly,  there- 
fore, to  all  accusations,  public  or  private;  and 
welcome  wns  he  who  could  bring  nny  chai^ 
however  exiraviigaut,  aguiitst  the  odmirul  and  bis 
brothers. 

Hearing  that  ibe  ailminil  was  ou  his  way  to 
the  city,  he  mode  a  bustle  of  prepamtioti,  and 
armed  llio  troops,  affecting  to  believe  a  rumor, 
that  Columbus  bad  called  upon  the  caciques  of 
the  Vega  to  aid  him  with  tlieir  subjects  in  u 
resistance  to  the  commands  of  government.     No 
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grounds  appear  for  this  absurd  report,  which  whs 
probnblj  invented  to  give  a  coloring  of  preuniition 
lo  subsequent  roeaaurea  of  violence  and  insult. 
The  admiral's  brotiier,  Dun  Diego,  was  seized, 
thronn  iu  irons,  and  contined  on  board  of  a  car- 
Bvel,  without  any  reason  being  assigned  for  his 
imprisonment. 

In  the  mean  time  Columbus  pursued  his  jour- 
uey  to  San  Domingo,  tmvelliug  in  a  lonely 
manner,  without  guards,  or  retinue.  Most  of  his 
people  were  with  the  Adelantado,  and  he  had 
declined  being  attended  by  the  remainder.  He 
had  heard  of  the  rumors  of  the  hostile  intentions 
of  fiobudilla ;  and  although  he  knew  that  violence 
WHS  threalened  to  his  person,  he  came  iu  this  un- 
pretending manner,  lo  manifest  bis  pucllic  feeU 
ings,  tuid  (o  remove  all  suspicion.* 

No  sooner  did  Bobadilla  hear  of  bis  arrival, 
than  he  gave  orders  to  put  him  in  irons,  and  con- 
fine lum  in  the  fortres?.  This  outrage  to  a 
person  of  such  dignified  and  venerable  nppear- 
,  and  such  eminent  merit,  seemed,  for  the 
,  to  shock  even  his  enemies.  When  the 
!  brought,  every  one  present  shrank 
from  (he  task  of  putting  them  on  him,  cither 
from  a  sentiment  of  compassion  at  so  great  a 
;  of  fortune,  or  out  of  habitual  reverence 
for  his  person.  To  fill  the  measure  of  ingrati- 
tude meted  out  to  him,  it  wus  one  of  his  own 
domestics,  "  n  graceless  aiul  shameless  cook,"  says 
Las  Casas,  "who,  with  unwashed  front,  rivetwl 
the  fellers  »'ith  as  much  readiness  and  alacrity. 
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as  tbuDgh  he  were  serving  him  with  choice  ami 
aavory  viaiid!i.  [  knew  tlie  Icllow,"  adds  ihe 
vcnernlile  histuriaii,  "  Hud  I  think  his  Danie  whs 
Espinwa." ' 

Culuintins  conducted  himeeK  with  character- 
(stic  iDHjiiuiniiiiiiy  under  the  injuries  heaped  upon 
him.  TIjero  is  a  noble  ecom  which  swelb  attd 
supports  the  heart,  atid  ailences  the  tongue  of  the 
truly  great,  when  enduring  the  insults  of  the  un- 
worthy. Columbus  could  not  sloop  to  deprecate 
the  arrogance  of  a,  weak  and  violent  man  like 
Bobadilla.  lie  looked  beyond  this  shallow  agent, 
and  all  his  petty  tyranny,  to  the  sovereigus  who 
had  employed  him.  Their  injustice  or  ingrati- 
tude alone  could  wound  hia  spirit ;  and  he  fell 
assured  that  when  the  truth  came  to  be  known, 
they  would  blush  to  tind  how  greaily  titey  had 
wronged  him.  With  this  proud  assurance,  he 
bore  all  present  indignities  in  sileucg. 

BobadJlla,  although  he  had  the  admiral  and 
Don  Diego  in  his  power,  and  had  secured  the 
venal  populace,  felt  anxious  and  ill  at  ease.  The 
Adelaiitado,  with  an  armed  force  under  his  crnn- 
uiand,  was  still  in  the  distant  province  of  Xara- 
gua,  in  pursuit  of  the  rebels.  Knowing  his  eol- 
dier-like  and  determined  spirit,  he  feared  he 
might  take  some  violent  measure  when  he  should 
hear  of  ihe  ignominious  treatment  and  imprison^ 
ment  of  his  brothers.  He  doubted  whether  any 
order  from  himwEf  would  have  any  effect,  except 
to  exasperate  the  stem  Don  Bartholomew.  He 
sent  a  demand,  therefore,  to  Columbus,  to  write 

<  Idem,  lib.  i.  cap-  ISO. 
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to  his  brother,  requesting  liim  to  ivpiilr  iiuficviilily 
to  Sail  Domingo,  and  forbidiliiig  liini  Ui  L'XfciUu 
llie  persons  he  lield  iu  conflncmciit ;  Coluinlmii 
rGndilj"  complied.  He  uxhorlc-tl  hi*  broili«r  to 
submit  quietly  lo  the  autliurity  of  hiM  nnvuruiuiin, 
and  to  endure  all  present  wroiigti  and  iNiIiKiiiiien, 
uitder  the  conRdencc  that  when  they  nrrlvt'd  iil 
Castile,  everything  would  bo  vxpliiiiiBd  mid  ru- 
dressed.' 

On  receiving  this  letter,  Don  Diirlhukrtiiew 
immediately  mmptied.  R«lin(|iii*hiuf;  his  mm- 
maud,  he  hasienei)  peitceriilly  to  San  Mantiufft, 
and  on  nrriving  experienced  the  wime  irealnivrN 
with  his  brothers,  being  put  in  iniiii,  uiui  niya^ 
fined  o»  bottrd  uf  a  wraveL  They  wen  kept 
fi6{MralH  from  eatdi  oOuir,  and  tw  ciRniuuiiicatiiMi 
permitted  between  them.  Bobulilla  did  nut  Me 
them  hinwetf,  nor  did  be  ailnw  otlujr*  to  vMt 
them ;  but  kept  Ibcm  ia  igitoraocc  vf  tlie  oujue 
of  thdr  iBptinmnent,  tbe    cniaea  with   wbiiii 

>  PeUf  Mutft  ■tKwMi  B  Tulpr  rwwr  it  Um  4«j.  tlui 
the  admiiri,  SM  t»»wi»K  >b*l  au(^  htft^u.  wMx  ■  Irllrr 
in  dfha  to  Ik*  **-'""■''.  ■^'■K  Uh  I"  »«k  vidi  um.  \u 


t>  tfida.    Tki>  »wt  tet*  liHaB  taw  i/dw  i^rvHiid- 
n  <<  ^  Sir.  diiinil«tei<  Ui  yerfnUo!  Uw  fiaUk  isinl. 
K  4*  dtwyt*  in  il»  intiiHt 
a,  ane  «W>*  w  woi.  m>4  uuiiri>  uwlt 
■  iL  t?  La*  Cbm.  lar  U*  UoMit-.    b  i>,  u  <k1.  iu  ivtal 
_     -.  ..       .     -       .  .  „  ^  1^  Ca„,  Hamn,  uiil 
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lliey   ivtire    chatted,  and    the  process    thai    was 
going  an  agniust  ihem. 

It  I  ins  beeu  quealiooed  whether  BobadilU 
really  haJ  authorily  for  the  arrest  and  imprison- 
meiit  of  the  admiral  aud  liia  brothers;^  and 
wlicilier  such  violenco  iind  indignity  whs  iu  atiy 
ciLse  coiilempiaied  hy  the  soTi^ruigiut.  He  oiuy 
biive  fancied  him  self  empowered  by  ihe  clause  in 
the  teller  of  inatructioii^.  daled  Murcb  21si,  1499, 
in  whicb,  speaking  of  the  rebeUion  of  Koldau, 
"  he  is  authorized  lo  leizt  tht  ptnona,  and  trqua- 

Ltralf  the  pmpertu  of  those  who  appeared  to  be 
culpable,  and  then  to  proceed  agaiust  them  bihI 
ngaiii»<l  the  absent,  with  the  highest  civil  and 
criniiiial  peiialties."  This  evidently  had  njftr- 
eiice  to  the  persons  of  Roldaii  and  his  followers, 
who  were  then  in  arms,  and  against  whom  Co- 
lumbus had  sent  hoaie  complaints ;  and  Uiis,  by  a 
190) 
™pli 
DfL 
the 
badi 
■ddi 
pri* 
uid 
: 


1  Charleroix,  in  b 
19D),  tUlet  that  the  i 
writing;  Ih»l  written  chargei  -wore  wnl  to  him,  lo  which  he 
replied  in  Ihe  ume  wuy.  Tbia  it  mnlni?-  to  the  (i*Tein«nli 
DFLasC'uM,  He[Teni,and  Fnnindo  CoioinbuB.  Thcadminl 
neclf.  in  hit  latter  to  Ihs  Nui*e  of  Prince  J  nan,  altcmUtinfi 
IT  io  which  he  and  his  hrocber  liaJ  been  liirowa  inla 
conBned  -eepiTilelr,  wilhout  bcinj;  viiiied  br  Bo- 
badilla,  or  permilfed  lo  «e  any  other  perun*.  expiwily 
~  I  do  not  know  for  wbal  1  am  ii»- 
pritoneil."    Again,  in  a  letter  written  ranie  lime  anemrdi 

\tn,  in  a  ship,  loaded  with  iron*,  niih  lillle  dothinjc 
1  ill-lrtalmcnl,  wilhont  being  summoned  or  conviflert 

en,  deoid.  i.  Sb.  Iv.  eip.  10.    Oviedo,  Cronica,  lib. 
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^^P       ^eut  ooiisiructioD,    Bobndilln    seems    to    liuve 

^^P     ^}^^  '"'o  ■"  authority  for  aeiziug  llm  person 

^P         '  Ifae  admirat   himself.     In  fact,  !□   the  whole 

H         ^p^rse  of  his  pruceedingB,  he  reversed  njid  con- 

Y  *WioJed  ihe  order  of  his  inBlrucdons.     Uis  first 

*lep  should   have  been   to   proceeJ   ugairist   ihe 

^beb ;    this  he  made    iho    lust.     His  hist  step 

ibould   have   been,   iu    case    of  aiu[)le  evidence 

Iigaimt  the  ndmiral,  to  have  superseded  him  in 
oSce ;  and  this  he  made  the  fii'st,  without  wuil- 
tug  Ibr  evidence-  Having  predetennined,  from 
the  very  outset,  thnl  Colnmbua  was  in  the 
wroD^  by  the  same  rule  he  had  to  presume  that 
■U  the  opposite  parties  were  iu  the  right.  It 
became  indispensable  to  his  own  juslificulion  to 
incolpaie  llie  ndmiral  and  his  brothers ;  and  the 
nlwls  Ite  had  been  sent  to  judge  became,  by  (his 
(iD<*uIitr  perveraioa  of  rule,  necessary  and  cher- 
isbed  Gviiletices  to  crimiuate  tliose  against  whom 
(toy  bad  rebelled. 

The  inieuiious  of  the  crown,  however,  are  not 
lo  be  viodiculed  at  the  espeus«  of  ils  miserable 
I  ueur.  If  proper  respect  had  been  felt  for  the 
kliriXd  BOd  dignities  of  Columbus,  BobadiUa 
■*9oId  never  have  been  intrusted  with  powers  so 
Mtensive,  undefined,  and  discreiiomiry ;  nor 
n-uuld  lie  '""'«  *^'^^  ^  proceed  to  such  lengths, 
itilh  such  rudeness  and  precipitaUoii,  had  he  not 
(eil  asaiired  that    it  would  not  be  displeasing  t 


I 


e  jeiilous- 


iidecl  Ferdinand. 


fxhe  old  scenea  of  the  time  of  Aguado  were 
lewed  vtfiih  tenfold  virulence,  and  Ihe  old 
revived,  with  others  still  more  extravagant. 
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From  the  enrly  auil  never-lo-be-forgolten  outrage 
npou  C'uatiliiui  pride,  of  oompelliag  liidalgoo,  b 
time  of  emergency,  to  labor  in  the  coDstmctioD  of 
works  necessary  to  the  public  salety,  down  V>  the 
recent  ctiurge  of  levying  war  egaiuat  the  govern- 
ment, tliere  wns  not  a  hardship,  abuse,  nor  eeditton 
in  tiie  ialaud,  that  was  not  imputed  to  tiie  miadeeda 
of  Colunibua  and  his  brotbers.  Besides  ilie  osnal 
ftccuaatioiis  of  inflicUng  oppressive  labor,  uDoecw- 
sary  tasks,  painful  restrictions,  short  allowaacei 

I of  food,  Kod  cruel  punishments  upon  tlie  Span- 

^^^t  iarda,  and  waging  unjust  wArs  aguust  ilie  natires, 

^^B  they  were  now  charged  with  preventing  the  coo- 

^^H  version  of  llie  latter,  that  they  might  send  them 

^^K  slaves  to  Spain,  and  profit  by  their  sale.     This 

^^H  last  charge,  so  conirary  to  the   pious  feelings  of 

^^H  the  admiral,  was  founded  on  his  having  objected 

^^H  to  the  baptism  of  certain  Indioiis  of  mature  ogt^ 

^^H  until  they  could  be  instructed  in  the  doctrines  of 

^^H  Christianity ;  justly  considering  it  an  abuse  of  thai 

^^H  holy  sacrameiit  to  udminisler  it  thus  blindly.^ 

^^H  Colombus  was  charged,  also,  witti  luring  se- 

^^H  creted  pearls,  and  other  precious  ariiries,  collected 

^^1  in  his  voynge  along  the  coast  of  Paria,  and   wiib 

^^H  keeping  the  sovereigns  in  ignunuice  uf  the  oniure 

^^P  of  his  discoveries  there,   iu  order  to  exact  new 

^^1  privileges  from  them :  yet  it  wns  notorious  thai 

^^H  be  had  sent  home  specimens  of  the   pearls,  and 

^^H  journals  and  charts  of  his  Tnyngu,  by  whidi  others 

^^H  hod  been  enabled  to  pursue  his  track. 

^^H  Even  the  late  tumults,  now  thai  the  rebels  were 

^^^L.  admitted  as  evidence,  were  all  turned  into  mutten 

1^ 
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of  nmiMtion.  They  were  represenled  as  spirited 
and  loyal  resistances  lo  tyrnony  exercised  upon 
tbe  coloniets  and  the  natifes.  llie  well-nurriled 
pluiHbmcal!  inflicted  upon  certain  of  the  ring- 
leaders, werealedaBpiw^of  acmelaod  rerenge- 
fnl  dispoMiiofi,  aad  ■  secret  hatred  of  Spaiilarda. 
BobadUIa  believed,  or  aSeded  to  believe.  >U  these 
ebargea.  Ue  had,  ia  a  ittaniwr,  made  the  relieb 
Ue  eonfederaiee  in  the  niio  t)S  Coliimbas.  It  was 
beoMae  «  cocamati  cwiae  with  them.  He  could  no 
ioager,  ifaere&ic,  eomdna  himaelf  towards  tbefn 
■»  a  JB^^  GnetaiB,  Beqaelme,  and  thftit  feUow- 
eooTKU,  were  £adiarged  alnwat  wiiboot  the  fimn 
of  *  trial,  aad  il  if  eren  nid.  were  received  into 
bv«r  and  coMnleaaBce.  BoUan,  firom  the  r«ry 
fint,  bad  been  trated  with  ooofidenoe  \tj  Bo- 
badUk  nd  bound  with  bit  a 


opposed  in  any  way  b 
jusliticalioa  in  tbe  eyes  at  1 

TLe  latter  bad  aow  etdkcud  a  wwi^  «r  tea> 
UBWDJ.  aad  laiiJBiid  ■  crowd  ef  wiMeaMS  s^ 
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account  be  reslored  to  the  command,  vrhicii  be 
bad  so  elinracrully  nbuseil. 

Snn  l>omingo  now  Bwarmed  with  miscreants 
just  delivcreil  from  llie  dungeon  and  llie  gibbet. 
It  W)is  B.  perfect  jubilee  of  triumphanl  villainy 
Rud  dnslnrd  malice.  Every  base  spirit  which  h«d 
been  awed  into  ubaequiousucBs  by  Columbus  and 
his  brothers  when  in  powei',  now  started  up  to 
revenge  itself  upon  them  when  in  chalus.  The 
most  injurious  slanders  were  loudly  proulajmed  in 
the  streets ;  insulting  pasquinades  atid  inflam- 
matory libels  were  posted  up  at  every  comer;  and 
horns  were  blown  iu  the  neighborhood  of  thetr 
prisons,  to  taunt  them  with  the  exultiiigs  of  tlie 
rabble.^  When  these  rejoicings  of  the  enemy 
reached  him  in  his  duugeon,  nud  CohimbuB  re- 
flected oil  the  inconsidernle  violence  already  exhib- 
ited by  Bobadilla,  he  knew  not  how  far  his  rash- 
nesa  and  confidence  might  carry  hiEU,  and  began 
to  entertain  apprehensions  for  his  life. 

The  vessels  being  ready  to  make  sail,  Akmso 
de  Villejo  ivas  appointed  to  take  charge  of  the 
prisoners,  and  carry  them  to  Spain.  This  officer 
had  been  bronght  up  by  an  uncle  of  Fonseca,  was 
in  the  employ  of  that  bishop,  and  had  com<>  oat 
with  Bobadilla.  The  latter  instructed  him,  ou  a/- 
riving  Ht  Cadiz,  to  deliver  his  prisoners  into  the 
hands  of  Fonseca,  or  of  his  uude,  thinking  there- 
by to  give  the  malignant  prelate  a  triumphanl 
gratification.  This  circumstance  gave  weight  with 
many  to  a  report  that  Bobadilla  was  secretly  in- 
stigated and  encouraged  in  his  violent  nieasurtt 
)  Hilt,  del  Almiruite,  cap.  8S. 
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by  Fonseca,  and  was  promised  Lis  protiicliuii  and 
influence  at  court,  in  case  ol'  nny  coniplaiuts  of 
his  conduct.' 

Vitlejo  iindorlook  the  office  assigned  tiim,  but 
he  diaclinrged  it  in  ft  more  generous  manner  lliim 
was  intended.  "This  Alonzo  de  Vitlejo,"  i-ays 
the  worthy  Las  Caaaa, "  was  a  hidatgo  of  honor- 
able chnrncler,  and  my  particular  friend."  He 
certainly  showed  himself  superior  lo  the  low 
malignity  of  his  patrons.  When  he  arrived  wiih 
a  guard  to  conduct  the  admiral  from  the  prison 
to  the  ship,  he  found  him  in  chains  in  a  state  of 
silent  despondeucy.  So  violently  had  he  been 
treated,  and  so  savage  were  the  passions  let  looite 
against  him,  that  he  feai-ed  he  should  be  sacrJReed 
without  at)  opportunity  of  being  heard,  and  his 
name  go  down  sullied  and  dishonored  to  posterity. 
When  he  beheld  the  officer  enter  with  the  guard, 
he  thought  it  was  to  conduct  hint  to  the  scalfold. 
"  Villejo,"  Buid  he,  mournfully,  "  wiiither  are  you 
taking  me?"  "To  the  ship,  your  Excellency,  to 
embark,"  replied  the  other,  "  To  embark  !  "  re- 
pealtid  the  admiral,  earnestly  (  "  Villejo  !  do  you 
speak  the  truth  ?  "  "By  the  life  of  your  Ex- 
cellency," replied  the  honest  officer,  "  it  is  trut- ! " 
With  these  worJfl  the  admiral  was  comforted,  and 
felt  OS  one  restored  from  death  to  life.  Nothing 
can  be  more  touching  and  expressive  than  this 
little  colloquy,  recorded  by  the  venerable  Las 
Casas,  who  doubtless  hiid  it  from  the  lips  of  his 
friend  Villejo. 

The  caravels  set  sail  early  id  October,  bearing 
I  Lu  Cuu,  Hilt.  led.  lib.  i.  uHp.  18U,  MS. 
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off  ColnnibB*  vbackled  Eke  tlie  nlest  oT  oilpriu, 
Mnidst  U>e  Bcof&  and  ftboBls  cf  a  mbcreaal  nbUb 
whn  look  a  bmlal  jo;-  in  be^tiog  tiualts  on  hk 
Tenerabh:  liead  luid  ecnt  ciir««e  afier  him  from  the 
■bore*  of  liie  uLuid  lie  hud  so  receuil/  adiled  to 
the  dvilued  ourid.  FonmiBlclj  the  voj'^e  ana 
&vorable,  and  of  but  modenie  dnratioo,  «ad  was 
rendered  lem  disagreeable  by  tbe  oouduct  of  thaae 
to  whom  he  was  given  in  ciKodj.  The  tr«irlli}r 
ViUejo,  tbongh  ia  the  Berrice  of  Fociseca,  idx 
dcc'ply  Doored  at  the  treatment  of  Coluoibua.  The 
master  of  the  (aravel,  Andreas  Martin,  wad  equally 
grieved :  they  both  treated  the  admiral  with  pro- 
C>Diid  respect  aod  asRdaoiu  attenciou.  Tbej 
would  have  taken  off  his  irons,  but  to  this  be 
would  tiot  consent.  *'  Noy"  said  he  proudly,  "  tbeir 
majesties  commanded  me  by  letter  to  tiubmii  to 
whatever  Bobadilla  should  order  in  their  name; 
by  ihetr  authority  he  has  put  upon  me  these  chaioa, 
I  will  wear  litem  until  they  shall  order  tbetn  to 
bo  taken  off,  and  I  will  preserve  ihem  afterwards 
as    relicj   aad    memorials  of  the   reward  of  my 

"  Ue  did  80,"  adds  his  son  Fernando ;  -  I  saw 
them  always  liaugtng  in  lib  cnbinet,  and  he  re- 
quested thai  when  be  died  they  might  be  buried 
with  bira  !  "  ' 


:^ 


CHAPTEE    I. 


[1500.] 


HE    Brrival    of   Colnr 
[irifoner  and  m  chains, 


strikin 


1  nt  Cad  12,  a 
I,  produced  nlmost 

liis  Iriumphant 
a  from  liis  first  voynge.  It  was  one  of  those 
nd  obvious  fdclj,  wliicli  speitk  to  the 
feelings  of  llie  multitude,  and  preclude  the  neces- 
Bily  of  reflection.  No  one  stopped  to  inquire 
into  the  cHse.  It  wns  sutficJcnt  to  be  lolJ  that 
Columbua  was  bronghC  Lome  in  irons  from  the 
world  he  hmt  discovered.  There  wils  n  general 
burfl  of  indignation  in  Cndiz,  and  in  ihe  powerl'ul 
and  opulent  Seville,  which  was  echoed  ihrongliout 
all  Spain.  If  the  ruin  of  Columbus  hnd  been  the 
intention  of  hi^  enemies,  ihey  hud  defeated  their 
object  by  their  own  violence.  One  of  ilioae 
reaciions  took  place,  so  frequent  in  the  public 
mind,  when  persecution  is  pushed  to  an  unguarded 
length.     Those  of  the  populace  who  had  recently 
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been  bract  in  their  d 
now  as  k>ad  in  their  reprobotioa  of  his  liiiimml. 
and  a  Btn>Dg  sjmpalhy  was  ex]ireseed,  agaioM 
wtiich  it  noiild  hare  been  odioiB  far  the  govere- 
ment  lo  conteod. 

Ilw  tidings  of  his  amTal,  and  of  the  ignoann- 
toos  manner  in  which  he  baii  hem  brovght, 
reached  the  cootx  at  GraEiada,  and  Elled  the  baOa 
of  the  Alhambra  wiih  mumiDis  of  ■ntoni^hifiil 
Coliunbos,  full  of  his  HTongs,  bat  ignorant  how 
far  thej-  hod  been  aalbonied  \>j  the  lorareigfn, 
liad  forborne  lo  write  to  ibenu  In  the  ooone  of 
hi«  Toji^.  bowerer.  he  had  penned  a  loi^  leUer 
to  Dona  Juaoa  de  la  Torre,  the  aja  of  Prinee 
Juan,  a  lailj  high  in  faror  with  Queen  l«t— 11^ 
This  letter,  on  his  arriTal  at  Cadia,  Andreas 
Martin,  the  T^p*"'"  of  the  caisveL  pemutted  hin 
to  jend  off  privaleij  b;*  e^resa.  Ii  airirnd, 
therefore,  bebn  the  protocol  ot'  the 
iastitnted  \)j  Bobaditla,  and  irofo.  this  i 
the  sovereigns  derired  their  first  inbmation  of  hia 
It  omtained  a  stammrnl  of  the  lale 
i  of  the  island,  and  of  the  wnn^  ho 
had  sulKred,  written  with  his  nsnal  i 
and  energy.  To  specify  the  eooteots, 
bat  to  recapitulate  ctreninahuice»  already  r 
Some  ezpressifoa,  bowerer.  which  tMrat  fron  fata 
in  the  wannth  of  his  feelings,  an  worthy  of  bei^ 
noted.  ^The  blander?  of  nonhless  men."  nya 
hf^  ^  bare  done  me  ntore  injury  than  all  my  9ar- 


[ 


vioes  hare  [ 


Speaking  of  the  ina»- 
s  sobjected,  bm  oi^ 


1  which  he  i 

B.  am.  Id&  Qb.  L  cup.  taa. 
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serves :  "  Such  is  llie  evil  name  which  I  have  ac- 
quired, that  if  I  wero  to  build  hDspittiI>t  and 
churches,  they  would  be  Mlled  dens  of  robbers." 
After  relating  in  indignant  terms  the  conduct  of 
Bobadilla,  in  seeking  testimony  respecting  Iiis  ad- 
miniatnition  from  llie  very  men  who  hiid  rebelled 
against  him,  and  throwing  himself  and  his  brothers 
in  irona,  without  lotting  them  know  the  offences 
with  which  they  were  charged,  "  I  have  been 
much  aggrieved,"  he  adds,"  iu  that  a  pcrsou  should 
be  Bent  out  lo  investigate  my  conduct,  who  knew 
that  if  the  evidence  which  he  could  send  home 
ahould  appear  to  be  of  a  serious  nature,  he  would 
remain  in  i!ie  government."  He  compliiins  that 
in  forming  an  opinion  of  his  adminlslnitioii,  al- 
lowances had  not  been  made  for  (he  extraordi- 
nary difficulties  with  which  he  had  to  contend, 
and  the  wild  stale  of  the  country  over  which  he 
had  to  rule.  "  I  was  judged,"  he  observes,  "  as  a 
governor  who  had  been  sent  to  take  chat^  of  a 
well-regulated  city,  under  the  dominion  of  well- 
established  laws,  where  there  was  no  danger  of 
everything  running  to  disorder  and  ruin;  but  I 
ought  to  be  judged  as  a  captain,  sent  to  subdue  a 
numerous  and  hostile  people,  of  manners  and  re- 
ligion opposite  to  ours,  living  not  in  regular  towns, 
but  in  forests  and  mountains.  It  ought  to  be 
considered  that  I  have  brought  all  these  under 
subjection  to  their  majesties,  giving  litem  domin- 
ion over  another  world,  by  which  Spain,  hereto- 
fore poor,  has  suddenly  become  rich.  Whatever 
errors  1  may  have  fidlen  into,  they  were  not  with 
an  evil  iuleatioa ;  and  I  believe  their  majctiiics 
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will  credit  wbsc  t  say.  I  hare  known  them  la 
be  mercifut  to  tbo«c  who  hare  wilfully  done  them 
difaervice ;  I  am  cooviticed  lliat  ihey  will  have 
Btill  more  Jnrlulgence  for  me,  who  have  erred  in- 
noceully,  or  by  compulsion,  as  they  will  bereafler 
be  more  fully  informed;  and  I  trust  Ihey  will 
consider  my  great  services,  the  advnnlages  of 
which  are  every  day  more  nnd  more  apparent." 

Wliun  this  letter  was  read  to  ibe  noble-mi aded 
IsBbulla,  and  sbe  found  bow  grossly  Columbus  had 
been  wronged  and  the  royal  authority  abused,  her 
heart  was  filled  witL  mingled  sympailiy  and  indig- 
nation. The  tidings  were  confirmed  by  a  letter 
from  llie  alcalde  or  corregidor  of  Cndiz,  into  whose 
handa  Columbus  and  bis  broihera  bad  been  deliv- 
ered until  the  pleasure  of  the  sovereigns  sboald 
be  knoirn ;  ^  and  by  anolbcr  letter  from  Alonzo  de 
Villejo,  expressed  in  terms  accordant  with  his 
humauc  and  honorable  conduet  towards  his  illus- 
&>U3  prisoner. 

However  Ferdinand  might  have  secretly  felt 
dbposed  against  Columbus,  the  momentary  tide  of 
public  feeling  was  not  to  be  resisted.  He  joined 
with  liM  generous  queeii  in  her  reprubulioo  of 
the  treatment  of  the  admiral,  and  both  sovereigns 
hastened  to  give  evidence  to  the  world,  that  his 
imprisonment  had  been  without  their  authoriiy, 
and  contrary  to  Iheir  wishes.  Without  waiting 
(o  receive  luiy  documents  thiit  luiglii  arrive  from 
Bubiulilla,  they  seot  orders  to  Ctidie  [liat  the 
priaonera  should  be  instantly  set  at  liberty,  aud 
treated  with  all  distinction.     Tbey  wrote  a  letter 

■  OTirdo,  Cmnica,  lib.   lii.  cap.  fl. 
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to  Columbus,  couched  iu  terms  of  gratitude  and 
affectioD,  expressing  their  grief  lit  all  iliitt  he  hnd 
Bufiered,  and  inviting  him  to  court.  They  ordered, 
at  the  same  time,  that  two  thousand  ducats  should 
be  advanced  to  defray  his  expenses.' 

Tlie  loyal  heart  of  Columbua  was  again  cheered 
b;  this  declnrfltion  of  Lis  sovereigns.  He  felt 
conscious  of  his  iulcgi'ity,  and  anticipated  an  im- 
mediale  restitution  of  all  his  rights  and  dignilies. 
He  appeared  at  court  in  Granada  on  the  17th  of 
December,  not  as  a  man  ruined  and  disgraced,  but 
richly  dressed,  and  attended  by  an  honorable  ret- 
inue. He  waa  received  by  the  sovereigns  with 
unqualiiied  favor  and  distiuction.  When  the  queen 
beheld  thb  venerable  man  approach,  and  thnught 
uti  jJl  he  had  deserved  and  all  he  bad  sulTered, 
she  was  moved  to  tears.  Columbus  had  borne  up 
firmly  against  the  rude  couflicta  of  the  world, — 
be  bad  endured  with  lofty  scorn  the  injuries  and 
insults  of  ignoble  men ;  hut  he  possessed  strong 
and  quick  sensibility.  When  he  found  himself 
thus  kindly  received  by  his  sovereigns,  and  beheld 
tears  in  the  benign  eyes  of  Isabella,  bis  long-snp- 
pressed  feelings  burst  forth  :  he  threw  liimself  on 
his  kuees,  and  for  some  time  could  not  utter  a 
word  for  the  violence  of  liis  tears  and  sobbings. 

Ferdinand  and  Isabella  raised  him  from  the 
ground,  and  endeavored  to  encourage  hioi  by  the 

I  hat  Caus,  lib.  i.  cip.  IBS.  Two  tbouunil  ducats,  nr  Iwo 
ihousiuid  eight  hundred  and  forty-iix  dollam,  cinivalenl  to 
BiKht  Ihousaod  five  hundred  nod  thitty.eieht  dollara  of  the 
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■nmt  grauoDs  expreasiooa.  Aa  soon  as  he  regained 
•eir-pm6essic»i,  tte  eulcred  iulo  an  elo<|DeD[  kdiI 
bigb-nitiKletl  Tlndictiiioii  of  \i\i  lovajij,  and  tl>e 
■etil  tie  had  ever  felt  far  the  glur;  and  advantage 
of  the  Spaouh  crown,  decliuiiig  that  if  at  aojr 
liue  be  had  erred,  it  bitd  been  through  inexperi- 
ence in  government,  and  the  extraordinarj  dif- 
fiuutliea  by  which  he  had  been  aurroundetL 

Therij  needed  no  vindication  on  Li»  parL  Tbe 
iuiempentnce  of  hid  eaemies  bud  been  his  best 
advocate.  He  stood  in  the  presence  of  his  Boveri- 
eigns  a  deeply-injured  quid,  and  it  remained  fi>r 
them  to  viudicate  themselves  to  (be  world  irom 
lite  charge  of  ingrHtitiide  towards  their  most  de- 
serving subject.  They  exprcitsed  their  iudigualiou 
gt  the  proceedings  of  Bobadilla,  which  they  dis- 
avowed, as  coDtrary  lo  their  iustruclioos,  Hod  de- 
clared that  he  should  be  itiimediately  dismissed 
Iron  I  his  command. 

In  fact,  no  public  notice  was  taken  of  the 
cliarges  sent  home  by  Bobadilla,  nur  of  the  lellers 
written  in  support  of  them.  Tlie  sovereigns  took 
every  occasion  to  treat  Columbus  with  favor  and 
distinction,  assuring  him  that  his  grievances  should 
be  redressed,  his  properly  restored,  and  be  rein- 
Btsted  in  all  his  privileges  and  dignities. 

It  was  on  the  latter  point  that  Columbus  was 
chiefly  solicitous.  Uercenary  considerations  had 
scarcely  any  weigbt  in  his  mind.  Glory  had  been 
the  great  object  of  hb  ambition,  and  he  felt  that 
as  long  as  be  remained  suspended  from  his  em- 
ployments, a  tacit  censure  rested  on  his  name. 
He  expiHSted,  therefore,  that  the  i 
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«gnB  sbould  be  Bntiafied  of  tlie  rectitude  of  hb 
couduct,  ihey  would  be  eager  lo  make  him  amends  ; 
that  a  reaiitulion  of  the  viceroyaliy  would  im- 
mediately take  place,  and  be  should  return  in 
triumph  to  Snii  Domingo.  Here,  however,  he  was 
doomed  to  experience  a  djaappoinlment  which 
threw  a  gloom  over  the  remainder  of  his  days. 
To  account  for  this  flagrant  wiint  of  justice  and 
gratitude  in  tiie  crown,  it  is  expedient  to  notice  a 
variety  of  events  which  had  materially  affected 
the  iuterests  of  Columbus  in  the  eyes  of  the 
politic  Ferdiuand. 


II 
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license,  he  interested  a  rich  itierchnnt  of  Seville 
in  the  unilcrtakiii;,',  who  fitle<l  out  n  cnmvi:!  of 
fifty  tons  burden,  under  condition  that  his  brother 
Chris  to  val  Guevm  should  hnve  Iho  command. 
Tiiey  Milled  from  the  bur  of  Suites,  a.  few  ilnya 
nfter  Oj'eda  lutd  snileJ  from  Cadiic,  in  the  spring 
of  1493,  and  Rrriviiig  on  llie  const  of  Terra 
Firma,  lo  the  south  of  Fnria,  ran  aloii^  it  for 
eome  distance,  passed  through  liie  gulf,  and 
thence  went  one  hundred  and  thirl}'  leagues 
along  the  eLoib  of  the  present  republic  of  Colom- 
bia, visiting  tfhat  vt-ad  aflerwarda  called  the  Pearl 
Coast.  The^  landed  in  various  places ;  disclosed 
of  their  European  iriltcs  to  immcuse  prufll,  and 
returned  with  a  large  store  of  gold  and  [>enrlB; 
having  mnde,  in  their  dimiiiulirc  bark,  one  of  llie 
most  extensive  and  lucrative  voyages  yet  uccom* 
plished. 

About  ihe  same  lime,  the  Pinzons,  that  family 
of  bold  and  opulent  navigators,  fitted  out  an  ar- 
mament of  four  caravels  at  Palo?,  manned  iu  B 
great  measure  by  their  owu  I'elations  and  frieiidn. 
Several  experienced  pilots  embarked  in  it  who 
had  been  «ilh  Columbus  to  PaHa,  and  it  was 
commanded  by  Vincenle  Tanea  Pinzoii,  who  had 
been  cnpluin  of  a  caravel  in  the  squadron  of  the 
admiral  on  his  first  voyage. 

Pinzon  \cn»  a  hardy  and  experienced  !«euman, 
and  did  nol.  like  ibe  other.*,  follow  closely  in  iha 
track  of  Columbus.  Sailing  in  December,  U99, 
he  pnseed  ihe  Canary  and  Dipe  de  Verde  Islands, 
Etanding  south-west  until  be  lost  sight  of  llie  polar 
elar.     Here  be  euooantered  a  terrible  ktorm,  and 
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wtM  escQcdingl  J  perplexed  nod  confuanded  by  tb| 
new  nspect  of  the  heavens.  Nothing  wm  jit 
known  of  ihe  southern  hemisphere,  nor  of  tin 
beautiful  conslelktioti  of  the  croe<r,  which  a 
those  regions  has  since  supplied  lo  inarinen  ll 
place  of  the  north  atsr.  The  voyngcra  bjid  ex- 
pected to  fiud  at  the  south  pole  e.  stur  correspon' 
deiit  to  thiU  of  Ihe  norlli.  They  were  diitiajrf 
at  beholding  no  guide  of  the  kind,  and  thsngU 
there  must  be  Borne  proiniiient  swelling  of  d 
earth,  which  hid  Ihe  pole  from  their  view.' 

Fiiizoa  continued  on,  however,  with  grettii* 
trepidily.  On  the  SCiL  of  January,  1500,  ta 
saw,  at  a  diatance,  a  great  headland,  whliifa  hi 
called  Cnpe  Santa  Maria  de  la  Consultidon,  bit 
wl)ic]i  hns  fiiDCG  been  named  Gepe  tit.  Aagttdiiit 
He  landed  and  look  possession  of  the  coudIt;  » 
the  iiame  of  tlieir  calholic  miijesties,  beingaptft 
of  the  territories  since  called  the  Brazils.  SusA- 
ing  thence  wei#tward,  he  discovered  the  MartgDOOi 
since  called  the  river  of  the  AmiizonB ;  tnvtneA 
the  Gulf  of  Pario.  and  continued  across  (he  Olrib' 
bean  Sea  and  the  Gulf  of.  Mexico,  until  he  bv& 
himself  among  the  liahamus.  where  he  lost  ti 
of  his  vessels  on  the  rocks,  near  tlie  ishmd  al^ 
Jumeto.  He  returned  to  Palos,  in  Septeti^ba;{ 
having  ndded  to  his  former  glory  that  of  bring 
the  first  European  who  had  crossed  iha  i 
noclial  line  in  the  western  ocean,  and  of  hi 
dbcovered  [he  famous  kingdom  of  Bnixil,  front 
its  commencement  at  ihe  River  MHrn^niHi  bi  ili 
most  easleni  point.     As  a  reward  for  his  achiew 

>  Pelsr  Slarlyt,  diKStl.  i.  lib.  is. 
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meats,  power  v/as  gmoled  to  tnm  to  colonize  and 
govern  the  Iniids  wliieb  he  had  discovered,  Rpd 
which  extenJt;J  eoutliward  from  a  little  beyond 
the  River  of  Mnrttgnon  lo  Cape  Si.  Aiigustiue.' 

The  little  port  of  Palos,  which  bnd  been  so 
slow  in  furiiisliing  the  first  squadron  for  Colum- 
bns,  was  now  conliimiiUy  agitated  by  the  passion 
for  discovery.  Shortly  after  the  sailing  of  Pinion, 
another  expedition  was  fitted  out  there,  by  Diego 
Ijepe,  a  native  of  Ilie  place,  aiid  manned  by  his 
adventurous  towDsmeu.  He  sailed  in  the  same 
direction  with  Piu/on :  but  discovered  more  of 
the  southern  cotilinetit  than  any  other  voyager 
of  the  day,  or  for  twelve  years  afterwards.  He 
doubled  Uupe  St.  Augustine,  and  ascertaiued  that 
the  coast  beyond  rau  to  the  soutb-wcst.  He 
landed,  and  performed  the  usual  ceremonies  of 
taking  possessioD  in  the  name  of  tlie  Spanish 
Bovereigns,  and  in  one  place  carved  their  names 
on  a  magnificeut  tree  of  such  tmormous  ningQi- 
tude  that  seveiileeu  men  with  ibeir  hands  joined 
could  not  embrace  the  trunk.  What  enhanced 
the  meiit  of  his  discoveries  was,  that  he  had 
never  sailed  witb  Columbus.  He  had  with  him, 
however,  several  skiliful  pilots,  who  had  accom- 
panied the  admiral  in  hjs  voyage.^ 

Another  expedition  of  two  vessels  sailed  from 
Cadiz,  in  October,  1500,  uudtsr  the  command  of 
Bodrigo  Bostidea  of  Seville.     He  explored  the 

1  IKiTEra,dend.i.lib.h-.Gap.I9.     MuuoK,  Hisl.  N.  Uundo, 
pin  unpublished. 
*  Lai  Cuas,  Hill.  Ind.,  lib.  ii.  cap.  3.    UuaoE,  part  ud- 
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coast  of  Terra  Firma,  passing  Cape  de  Ih  Tela, 
the  weslern  liinils  of  ihe  previous  dwooveries  od 
llie  mniDlnnil,  continuing  on  lo  a  port  stni-e  called 
The  Reireai,  where  Hfierwards  was  founded  ib« 
seiiport  of  Kombre  de  Dios.  His  vessels  being 
nearly  destroyed  by  ihe  teredo,  or  worm,  which 
aboundit  in  those  sens,  ha  had  great  difficulty  in 
reaching  Xaragua  io  Hispaniola,  where  he  loii 
his  two  caravela,  and  proceeded  wilii  his  crew  by 
land  to  San  Domitigo.  Here  he  was  seized  and 
imprisoned  by  Bobndilln.  under  pretext  that  be 
had  treated  for  gold  with  the  natives  of  Xara- 
gua.' 

Such  was  the  swarm  of  Spanish  expeditiont 
immediately  resulting  from  the  euterprises  of  Co- 
lumbus 1  but  others  were  also  uriderlaken  by 
foreign  nations.  In  the  year  1497,  BcImsiUd 
Cabot,  Kin  of  a  Vuijetian  merchant,  resident  in 
Bristol,  sailing  in  the  service  of  Henry  VII.  of 
England,  navigated  to  the  irorihern  seas  of  tba 
New  World.  Adopting  the  idea  of  Columbua, 
he  sailed  in  quest  of  the  shores  of  Catliay,  and 
hoped  lo  find  a  north-west  passage  to  India.  In 
this  voyage  he  discovered  Newfoundland,  coasted 
Labrador  to  the  Gfly-sixlli  degree  of  north  lati- 
tude, and  then  returning,  rau  down  south-west  (O 
the  Floridxs,  when,  his  provisions  beginning  to 
fail,  he  returned  to  England."  But  vague  and 
scanty  accounts  of  this  voyage  exist,  which  wu 
important,  as  including  the  first  discovery  of  tbo 
Dorlheni  continent  of  the  New  World. 

I  IJcm. 

3  llaUuTt's  CollBctioB  of  Vojiscs,  vol.  iil.  p.  7. 
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^^ti  discoveries  of  rival  nations,  however,  which 

^,  ^^  e-xcited  ihe  attention  and  jealousy  of  the 
PHui§]j  crown,  were  those  of  the  Portuguese. 
^^co  de  Gama,  a  man  of  rank,  and  consummate 
/vj^^t  and  intrepidity,  had,  at  length,  accom- 
*^)%hed  the  great  design  of  the  late  Prince  Henry 
1^  Portugal,  and  by  doubling  the  Cape  of  Grood 
^^  in  the  year  1497,  he  opened  the  long 
^^ght-for  route  to  India. 

Immediately  aHer   Gama's  return,  a  fleet  of 
^irteen  sail  was  fitted  out  to  visit  the  magnifi- 
^nt  countries   of  which   he   brought   accounts, 
^his   expedition   sailed   on   the    9th  of  March, 
X500,  for  Calicut,  under  the  command  of  Pedro 
-Alvarez  de  Cabral.     Having  passed  the  Cape  de 
ATerde  Islands,  he  sought  to   avoid   the   calms 
prevalent  on  the  coast  of  Guinea,  by  stretching 
fiir  to  the  west.     Suddenly,  on  the  25th  of  April, 
he  came  in  sight  of  land  unknown  to  any  one  in 
bis  squadron ;  for,  as  yet,  they  had  not  heard  of 
the  discoveries  of  Pinzon  and  Lepe.     He  at  first 
Boppoeed  it  to  be  some  great  island ;  but  after 
coasting  it  for  some  time,  he  became  persuaded 
that   it   must  be  part  of  a   continent.     Having 
ranged  along  it  somewhat  beyond  the  fifteenth 
degree  of  southern  latitude,  he  landed  at  a  harbor 
which  he  called  Porto  Securo,  and  taking  pos- 
session of  the  country  for  the  crown  of  Portugal, 
dispatched  a  ship  to  Lisbon  with  the  important 
tidings.^     In  this  way  did  the  Brazils  come  into 
the  possession  of  Portugal,  being  to  the  eastward 
of  the  conventional  line  settled  with  Spain  as  the 

^  Lafitean,  Conquetes  des  Porta  gais,  lib.  ii 
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boundaries  of  their  respective  territories.  Dr. 
Robertson,  in  reconlitig  this  vojage  of  Cctbral, 
coticltidea  with  one  of  his  just  and  elegant 
remnrks. 

"  Columbus'  diaeoTery  of  ihe  New  World  was," 
lie  observes,  ''  the  effect  of  an  aciive  genius, 
guided  by  experience,  »nd  acting  upon  a  regular 
plan,  executed  with  no  less  courage  tlian  per- 
Beverance.  But  from  Iliia  adventure  of  the  Por- 
tuguese, it  appears  that  chance  might  have  ac- 
complished that  great  design,  TChich  it  is  now  the 
pride  of  buman  reason  to  have  formed  and 
perfected.  If  tbe  siigacily  of  Columbus  had  not 
conducted  mankind  to  America,  Cabral,  by  a, 
fortunate  accident,  might  have  led  them,  a.  ftw 
years  later,  to  the  knowledge  of  that  exteuuva 
cODtineut."  ^ 

1  EoberlBOD,  HJat  Ajncrkv,  book  ii* 
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was  the  more  desir&ble  in  his  eyes,  it  become 
more  and  more  a  nwlter  of  repugnance  to  the 
Mlfish  and  jealous  mouorch.  He  had  long  Tt~ 
penUs!  having  vested  such  great  powers  and  pre- 
rogativee  in  any  subject,  particularly  in  a  for- 
eigner. At  the  time  of  granting  them,  be  had 
no  atiUcipatioQ  of  euch  boundless  countries  to  be 
placed  under  his  command.  He  appeared  almost 
to  consider  himself  outwitted  by  Columbus  in 
the  arrangement ;  and  every  succeeding  discoTeiy, 
instead  of  his  grateful  sense  of  the  obligatioD, 
only  made  him  repine  lli'e  more  at  the  growing 
magnitude  of  the  reward.  At  length,  howeveri 
the  afiair  of  Bobadilla  had  effected  a  temporaiy 
exclusion  of  Columbus  from  his  high  otiice,  and 
that  without  any  odium  to  the  crown,  and  the 
wary  monarch  secretly  determined  that  the  door 
thus  closed  between  him  and  liis  dignities  should 
never  again  be  opened. 

Perhaps  Ferdinand  may  really  have  entertained 
doulita  iia  to  the  innocence  of  Columbus,  with 
respect  to  tb<'  various  charges  made  against  him. 
He  may  have  doubled  also  the  sincerity  of  bis  loy- 
alty, being  a  stranger,  when  he  should  find  him- 
self strong  in  his  command,  at  a  great  distance 
from  the  parent  country,  with  immense  and  op- 
ulent regions  under  his  control.  Columhns  him- 
self, in  his  letters,  alludes  to  reports  circulated  by 
liis  enemies,  that  he  intended  either  to  set  up  an 
independent  sovereignty,  or  to  deliver  his  disooT- 
erie«  into  the  hands  of  other  potentates  ;  and  be 
appears  to  fear  tliat  these  slanders  might  Iiave 
made  some  impression  on  the  mind  of  Ferdinand. 
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But  there  was  one  other  consideration,  whicl!  hail 
DO  1g«s  force  with  the  monarch  in  withhulduig 
this  great  act  of  justice  —  Columbus  was  iiu 
longer  indispensable  to  him.  He  had  made  his 
great  discovery ;  he  had  struck  out  the  route  to 
the  New  World,  and  now  any  one  could  follow 
it.  A  number  of  able  navigators  had  spruug  up 
under  his  auspices,  and  acquired  experience  in 
his  voyages.  They  were  daily  besieging  the 
throne  with  offers  to  Ht  out  expeditions  at  their 
own  cost,  and  to  yield  a  share  of  the  profits  to 
the  crown.  Why  should  he,  therefore,  confer 
princely  dignities  and  prerogalives  for  that  which 
men  were  daily  offering  to  jverform  gratuitously  ? 

Such,  from  his  after  conduct,  apjieara  to  have 
been  the  jealous  and  aelUsh  policy  wliich  actuated 
Ferdinand,  in  forbearing  to  reinstate  Columbus 
in  those  dignities  and  privileges  so  solemnly 
granted  to  bira  by  treaty,  and  wbicli  it  was  ao- 
fcnowledged  he  had  never  forteited  by  miscon- 
duct. 

This  deprivation,  however,  was  declared  to  be 
but  temporary ;  and  plausible  reasons  were  given 
for  the  delay  in  his  reappointment.  It  was  ob- 
served that  the  elements  of  tbose  violent  factions, 
recently  in  arms  against  him,  yet  eristed  in  the 
island  ;  his  immediate  return  might  produce  fresh 
exasperation ;  his  personal  salcty  might  be  en- 
dangered, and  the  island  again  thrown  into  con- 
fusion. Though  Bolmdiila.  therefore,  was  to  be 
immediately  dismissed  from  command,  it  was 
deemed  advisable  to  send  out  some  officer  of  tal- 
ent and  discretion  to  supersede  him,  who   might 
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di3pnsaioDnt«lj  investigate  the  recent  disorders, 
remedy  tlie  abnses  which  hnd  arisea,  and  expe] 
all  disfioliit^^  and  £ictious  persons  from  the  oolouy, 
He  should  hold  the  goveiiuneiit  for  two  yean,  bj 
wliiuh  time  it  was  trusted  thikt  all  angry  passions 
would  be  allayed,  and  turbulent  individuals  re- 
moved ;  Columbus  might  then  resume  the  com* 
mand  with  lomfort  to  himself  and  adi'antage  to 
the  crown.  With  these  reasons,  and  the  promiae 
whieh  uccumpaiiied  them,  Columhus  was  obliged 
to  content  himself.  There  can  be  no  doubt  thai 
they  were  sincere  on  the  part  of  Isabella,  and 
that  it  was  her  intention  to  reinstate  him  in  ibe 
full  enjoyment  of  his  rights  and  dignities,  after 
liis  ap|>areutly  necessary  suapensiou.  Ferdinand, 
however,  by  lus  subseijuent  conduct,  has  forfeited 
all  claim  to  any  &vomLle  opinion  of  the  kind. 

The  person  drasen  to  supersede  Bobadilla  wu 
Don  Nicholas  de  Ovando,  commander  of  Lares, 
of  the  order  of  Alcantara.  He  is  described  as 
of  the  middle  size,  fair  complexion,  tvilL  a  nA 
beard  and  a  modest  look,  yet  a  tone  of  authority. 
He  was  fluent  in  speech,  and  gradons  and 
courteous  in  his  manners.  A  man  of  great  pro- 
dence,  says  Las  Cae.i8,  and  capable  of  governing 
many  people,  but  not  of  governing  the  Indians, 
on  whom  he  inflicted  incalculable  injuries.  He 
possessed  great  veneration  for  justice,  was  an  en- 
emy to  avarice,  sober  in  his  mode  of  living,  and 
of  such  humility,  that  when  he  rose  aflerwarda 
to  be  grand  commander  of  the  order  of  AlauQ- 
tara,  he  woidd  never  allow  himself  to  be  nd- 
dreesed  by  the  title  of  respect  attached  to  it.^ 

t  Laa  Cuai,  Hist.  Ind.,  lib.  U.  C*p.  3. 
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is  the  picture  drawn  of  him  by  historiaos ; 
his  conduct  in  geveral  instances  is  iu  direct 
coutrudicliou  to  it.  He  appears  to  have  been 
{^Husible  and  nubtie,  as  well  as  fluent  and  cour- 
teous ;  hia  liumilily  concealed  a  great  love  of 
command,  and  in  his  transactions  with  Columbus 
ho  was  certainly  both  ungenerous  anil  unjust. 

The  variouB  arnmgements  to  be  made,  accord- 
ing to  the  new  plan  of  colonial  government,  de- 
Ji^^d  for  some   time  the  departure  of  Ovaiido. 

the  mean  time,  every  arrival  brought  intelli- 
gence of  the  disastrous  state  of  the  ishtnd,  uu<ler 
Ae  mal-adminiiitration  of  BobotUlla.  He  had 
lOommenoed  his  career  by  an  opposite  policy  to 
^t  of  Columbus.  Inm^niDg  Uiat  rigorous  rule 
itad  been  the  ruek  on  which  his  predecessors  had 
■plit,  he  sought  to  conciliate  the  public  by  all 
lends  of  indulgence.  Havbg  at  (lie  very  outset 
jelaxed  the  reins  of  justice  and  morality,  he  lost 
Jill  command  over  the  community  ;  and  such  ilis- 
order  and  licen^usness  ensued,  that  many,  even 
of  the  opponents  of  Columbus,  looked  bauJt  with 
regret  upon  the  strict  but  wholesome  rule  of  liim- 
■elf  and  the  Adelanlado. 

Bobadilla  was  not  so  much  a  bad  as  an  im- 
prudent and  a  weak  man.  He  hail  not  eonsid- 
ored  the  dangeroos  excesses  to  which  his  policy 
would  lead,  ita-sh  in  grasping  authoiity,  he  was 
Ibeble  and  temporizing  in  the  exemse  of  it; 
be  conld  not  look  beyond  the  present  exigency. 
One  dangerous  indulgence  granted  to  the  colo- 
jiists  called  lor  another ;  each  was  t-eiled  m  ili 
tarn,  and  thus  he  went  on  from  eiiur  to  error. 
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—  showing  that  in  government  there  is  &s  muck 
danger  lo  be  appreheotlvd  from  a  weak  as  &om 
a  hai!  man. 

He  had  sold  the  tarins  and  estates  of  the 
crown  at  tow  prices,  observing  ihut  it  was  not  the 
wish  of  the  monarchs  to  enrich  themselves  hj 
ihem.  but  that  they  should  redound  to  the  profit 
of  their  subjects.  He  granted  nniver^  permia- 
siou  to  work  the  mines,  exacting  only  an  elev- 
enth of  the  produce  for  the  crown.  To  prevent 
any  diminution  in  tlie  revenue,  it  became  neces- 
sary, of  coarse,  to  increase  the  quantity  of  gcM 
collected.  He  obliged  the  caciques,  therefore,  to 
fiirnish  each  Spaniard  with  Indians,  to  asust  Mtu 
both  in  the  labora  of  the  field  and  of  the  mine. 
To  carry  iliis  inio  more  complete  effect,  he  made 
an  enumeration  of  the  natives  of  the  island,  re- 
duced them  into  classes,  and  distributed  them,  ao- 
coriling  to  his  &vor  or  caprice,  among  llie  colo- 
niRt«.  The  hitter,  at  his  suggestion,  assodated 
themselves  in  partnerships  of  two  persona  each, 
who  were  to  assist  one  another  with  their  re- 
spective cajiitals  and  Indiana,  one  superintending 
the  labors  of  the  field,  and  the  other  the  seardi 
for  gold.  The  only  injunction  of  Bobadilla  was 
to  produce  large  quantities  of  ore.  He  hod  one 
saying  continually  in  his  mouth,  which  shows  the 
pernicious  and  temporiring  principle  upon  which 
he  acted :  "  Make  the  most  of  your  time,"  he 
would  say, "  there  is  uo  knowing  how  long  it  will 
last,"  alluding  to  the  jiossibility  of  his  being 
apwiiiily  recalW.  The  colonists  acted  up  to  his 
fljjvico,  and  so  hard  did  they  drive   the  poor  aap- 
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tives,  that  the  eleventh  yielded  more  revenue  wi 
the  crown  than  liad  ever  been  proilueed  by  the 
third  under  the  government  of  Columbus.  In 
the  mean  time,  the  mihuppy  natives  suffered 
under  all  kinds  of  cruelties  from  their  inhuman 
taskmasters.  Little  used  to  labor,  feeble  of  con- 
BtitutJon,  and  at.'cuiitomed  in  their  beautiful  and 

I  luxuriant  inland  to  a  life  of  ease  and  freedom, 
fliey  sank  under  the  toils  imposed  upon  item, 
And  the  severities  by  which  they  were  eolbrved. 
lias  Casas  gives  an  indignant  picture  of  the  co- 
jniciouB  tyranny  exercised  over  the  Indians  by 
worthless  Spaniards,  many  of  whom  bud  been 
transported  convicts  from  the  dungeons  of  Cas- 
tile. These  wretches,  who  in  their  own  coim- 
tries  hod  been  the  vilest  among  tbe  vile,  herb  as- 
sumed the  tone  of  grand  cavaUers.  They  in- 
aisled  upon  Ijeing  attended  by  trains  of  servant*. 
They  took  the  daughters  and  female  relations  of 
cadques  for  their  domestics,  or  rather  for  their 
concubines,  nor  did  they  limit  themselves  in  uum- 

»ber.     "When  they  travelled,  instead  of  using  the 
horses  and  mules  with  which  (bey  nere  provided, 
they  obliged  the  natives  lo  transport  them  upon 
their    shoulders    in    litters,    or   hammocks,   with 
others  attending  to  hold  umbrellas  of  palm-leaves 
over  their  heads  lo  keep  off  the  sim,  and  fans  of 
feathers  to  cool  them  ;  and  Las  Casas  affirms  tliat 
K  lie  has  seen  the  backs  and  shoulders  of  the  un- 
I  fcrtonate  Indiaiiis  who  bore  these  litters,  raw  ajiil 
I  bleeding   from    the   task.      When   thecte   arrogant 
ViQpstarts  arrived  at  an  Indian  village,  they  con- 
ed and  lavished  away  the  provisions  of  the 
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jjthftbitanU,  seieing  npon  whatever  pleased  thdr 
caprice,  aud  obliging  tiie  cacique  and  tiis  subjecU 
10  dance  before  them  for  their  amnsement.  Their 
Tery  pleasures  were  ntlendod  with  cruelly.  They 
nevfr  addressed  the  nfttives  but  in  the  most  de- 
gmdiiig  terms,  and  on  the  least  ofienfie,  or  the 
least  &ciik  of  ill-humor,  inflicted  blows  and  lashes, 
and  even  death  itself.' 

Such  is  but  a  faint  picture  of  the  evils  whidi 
sprang  up  under  the  feeble  rule  of  Bobadilla ; 
and  are  sorrowfully  described  by  Las  Casos,  from 
actual  observation,  aa  he  visited  the  island  just 
at  the  close  of  his  admiuistratiou.  Bobadilla 
had  trusted  to  the  immense  amount  of  gojil, 
wrung  from  the  miseries  of  the  natives,  to  atone 
foi'  ail  errors,  and  secure  favor  with  the  sover- 
eigns :  but  he  had  totally  mistaken  bis  course. 
The  abuses  of  his  government  soon  reached  the 
To>-al  ear.  and,  nliove  all,  the  wrongs  of  the  na- 
tives reached  the  benevolent  heart  of  Isabella. 
Nothing  was  more  calculated  to  arouse  her  indig- 
nation, and  she  urged  the  speedy  departure  of 
Ovando,  to  put  a  stop  to  these  enormities. 

In  conformity  \o  the  plan  already  mentioned, 
the  goTemnient  of  Ovando  extended  over  the 
isbnds  and  Terra  Firma.  of  which  Hbiuiniola 
was  to  be  the  metropolis.  He  was  lo  enier 
ii;)on  the  exercise  of  his  powers  immediately 
iijiiin  his  arrival,  by  procuration,  sending  homo 
Biflodilla  by  the  return  of  the  fleet.  He  was 
inatmcted  lo  inquire  diligently  inb>  the  late 
abuses,  pnnisliing  the  delinquents  without  fevor 
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the  acoff  of  modera  limee;  but  may  not  tiie 
present  restricUons  of  die  traile,  imposed  by  tbe 
most  intelligeut  nations,  be  equ&Uj  the  wonder 
and  the  jest  of  fiiture  ages  ? 

LiabeUa  was  particularly  careful  in  providing 
for  the  kmd  treatment  of  the  Indians.  Ovando 
was  ordered  to  ussemble  the  caciques,  aud  declare 
to  them,  that  the  sovereigns  took  them  and  their 
people  under  their  especial  protection.  They 
were  merely  to  pay  tribute  lUie  other  subjects 
of  the  crown,  and  it  wua  to  be  collected  with  the 
utmost  mildness  and  gentleness.  Great  pains 
were  to  be  taken  in  their  religious  instruction ; 
for  which  purpose  twelve  Franciscan  friars  wore 
sent  out,  with  a  prelate  named  Antonio  de  Es- 
pinol,  a  venerable  aud  pious  man.  This  was  the 
first  formal  introduction  of  the  Frandscan  order 
into  the  New  World.' 

All  these  precautions  with  respect  to  tlie  na- 
tives were  defeated  by  one  unwary  provision.  It 
was  permitted  that  the  Indians  might  be  com- 
pelled to  work  in  the  mines,  aud  in  other  em- 
ployments ;  but  this  was  limited  to  the  royal 
service.  They  were  to  be  engaged  aa  hired 
laborers,  and  punctually  paid.  This  provision 
led  to  great  abikses  and  opressions,  and  was  ulti- 
mately ua  fatal  to  the  natives,  as  could  have  been 
the  most  absolute  slavery. 

But,  with  tlmt  inconsistency  frequent  in  human 

conduct,  while  ihe  sovereigns  were  making  regu- 

latioDS  for  the  relief  of  the  Indiana,  they  encour- 

ajjed  a  gross  invasion  of  tlie  rights  and  welfare 

1  Las  Cuss,  llii.1.  lod.,  lib.  ii.  cap.  »,  MS. 
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of  the  Ailniiral  for  the  loMes  thej  hod  WTODgfbllf 
suiTered  by  their  arreet 

Columbus  was  likewise  to  receive  the  arrem 
of  hia  revenues ;  iind  the  Hime  were  to  be  puno- 
tnally  paid  to  him  in  future.  He  was  permitted 
to  hare  a  fitctor  resident  in  the  island,  to  be 
present  at  the  melting  and  the  mnrking  of  the 
gold,  to  collect  his  dues,  aod  in  short  to  attend 
to  oil  his  aliairs.  To  this  office  he  appointed 
Alouzo  Sauchex  de  Carvnjol ;  and  the  sovereigus 
commanded  that  his  agent  should  be  treated  with 
great  respect. 

The  fleet  appointed  to  convey  Ovitodo  to  Iiis 
government  was  the  largest  that  bad  yet  «uled 
to  the  New  World.  It  consisted  of  thirty  sails, 
five  of  them  from  ninety  to  one  huudred  and 
fifty  ton  a  burden,  twenty-four  caravels  from 
thirty  to  ninety,  and  one  bark  of  twenty^Te 
tons.^  The  number  of  souls  embarked  in  thi« 
fleet  was  about  twenty-five  hundred ;  many  of 
them  persons  of  mnk  and  distinction,  with  tbeir 
fiunilies. 

That  Ovando  might  appear  with  dignity  in  his 
new  office,  he  was  allowed  to  use  silks,  bro- 
cades, precious  stoaeH,  aiid  other  articles  of 
sumptuous  altire,  prohibited  at  that  time  in 
Spain,  in  consequence  of  the  ruinous  ostentation 
of  the  nobility.  He  was  permitted  to  have 
seventy-two  esquires  as  his  body-guard,  ten  of 
whom  were    horaemeu.      With    this   expedition 
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uOad  Don  Aloszo  Maldonado,  appointed  as  al- 
guazil  mayor,  or  chief  jusdce,  in  place  of  Rol- 
dan,  who  was  to  be  seat  to  Spain.  There  wi^re 
rtisans  of  varions  kinds :  to  these  were  added 
pbysidan,  surgeon,  and  opothecarj ;  and 
serenty-three  married  men  with  their  fiunilies, 
■11  of  respectable  character,  destined  to  be  dis- 
tributed in  four  towns,  and  to  enjoy  peculiar 
privileges,  that  they  niight  form  the  basis  of  a 
eonnd  and  u«efii1  population.  They  were  U>  dis- 
place an  equal  nomber  of  the  idle  and  dissolute 
who  were  to  be  sent  from  the  island:  this  ex- 
cellent measure  had  been  especially  urged  and 
entreated  by  Columbus.  There  was  also  live- 
■lock,  artillery,  arms,  munitiooa  of  all  ^ds ; 
everything,  in  short  tliat  was  required  for  the 
ntpply  of  the  island. 

Such  was  the  style  in  whjdi  Ovando,  a  iaror- 
it«  of  Ferdinand,  and  a  native  subject  of  rank, 
was  fitted  out  to  enter  upon  the  government 
withheld  from  Colombus.  The  fleet  put  to  sea 
on  the  thirteenth  of  February,  1502.  In  the 
early  part  of  the  voyage  it  was  encountered  by 
a  terrible  storm ;  one  of  the  ships  foundered, 
with  one  hundred  and  twenty  passengers  ;  the 
others  were  obliged  to  throw  overbord  every 
thing  on  deck,  and  were  completely  scattered. 
The  shores  of  Spain  were  strewed  with  articles 
from  the  fleet,  and  a  mmor  spread  (hat  all  the 
ships  had  perished.  When  tliis  reached  the  sov- 
ereigns, they  were  so  overcome  witli  grief  tlial 
they  shut  themselves  np  for  eight  days,  and  ad- 
1  Mafloi,  H.  N.  Mondo,  part  UKdil. 


832    LIFE  AND   VOTAOES  OF  COLUMBPB. 

mitted  no  one  to  their  presenee.  Ilie  nunoi 
proved  incorrect :  but  one  ship  waa  losL  Tlw 
others  assembled  again  at  the  inland  of  Gonoera 
in  the  Canaries,  and  pnnuing  their  yoyaga,  ar- 
rived at  San  Domingo  on  the  15th  of  ApriL^ 
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fiLTJMBUS  remiuned'  in  the  dtj  of 
Granada  upwards  of  iitne  monlhs,  en- 
deaYoring  lo  extricaie  liis  affairs  from 
ihe  confusion  iuto  which  iJioy  had  beoii  thrown 
by  the  rash  conduct  of  Bobadilla,  and  soliciting 
the  restorstion  of  his  offices  and  dignitii>«.  Dur- 
ing ttus  tjme  be  fonstaiitlj  experience)  the  tmiiles 
and  attentiona  of  the  wtvereigni),  ami  promtecB 
were  repestedly  made  him  that  he  Rhnuld  ulti- 
mately be  retuKtat«d  in  all  his  honors,  lie  had 
long  since,  however,  ascertained  the  great  inter- 
val that  may  exist  Ijetween  jironiise  anil  ]M3r- 
formance  in  a  court.  Had  he  been  of  a  morbid 
and  repining  spirit,  he  hod  ample  food  for  niiii- 
anibropy.  He  beheld  the  career  of  glory  which 
he  had  opened,  thronged  by  favored  ndvciiturera  ; 
he  witnesaed  preparaCiotu  makmg  to  ironvej  with 
unnsunl  pomp  a  sueceisor  to  diat  government 
from  which  he  hiid  l*eii  so  wrongfiilly  and  rudely 
ejected ;  in  the  meanwiiilo  his  own  career  was  in- 
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termpted,  and  ns  far  ns  pulilic  employ  is  &  ^uge 
of  royal  favor,  he  remaiued  apparently  in  ilis- 
grace. 

Uifi  Banguine  temperament  was  not  long  to  be 
depressed ;  if  checked  in  one  direction,  it  broke 
forth  in  another.  His  visionary  imagination  vm 
an  internal  light,  wliich,  in  the  darkest  times,  re- 
pelled all  outward  gloom,  and  tilled  his  mind 
with  splendid  images  and  glorious  sj)eculation». 
In  this  time  of  evil,  his  vow  to  iiiniish,  within 
seven  years  from  the  time  of  his  diacovery,  fifty 
thousand  foot  soldiers,  and  Sve  thousand  horse, 
for  the  reixivery  of  the  holy  sepulchre,  recurred 
U>  hie  memory  with  peculiar  force.  Tbe  time 
had  elapsed,  but  the  vow  remained  unfiil^ed, 
and  the  means  to  perform  it  had  tiiiled  him.  Tlte 
New  World,  with  all  its  treasures,  tuul  as  yet 
produced  expense  instead  of  profit ;  and  so  iar 
from  being  in  a  situation  to  set  armies  on  loot  by 
his  own  contributions,  he  found  himself  without 
property,  without  power,  and  without  employ. 

Destitute  of  the  means  of  accomplishing  his 
pious  intentions,  he  considered  it  his  duty  to  in- 
cite the  sovereigns  to  the  enterprise  i  anil  he  felt 
emboldened  to  do  so,  from  having  originally  pro- 
posed it  Bs  the  great  object  to  which  the  profits 
of  his  discoveries  ehanld  be  dedicated.  He  set 
to  work,  therefore,  with  his  accustomed  zeal,  to 
prepare  arguments  for  the  purpose.  During  the 
intervals  of  business,  be  sought  into  the  prophe- 
des  of  lie  Holy  Scriptures,  the  writings  of  the 
fitUiers,  and  all  kinds  of  sacred  and  speculative 
sources,  for  mystic  portents  aud  revelations  which 
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mi^t  be  conDtnicsl  to  bear  upon  the  discovery 
of  the  New  World,  the  coaveraion  of  the  Gen- 
dies,  and  the  recovery  of  the  holy  Kupulchre : 
three  great  ereDia  which  he  supposed  to  be  pre- 
desUned  to  succeed  each  other.  These  pasaages, 
with  the  asaialance  of  a  Carthusian  frinr,  he  ar- 
ranged in  order,  illustrated  by  poetry,  and  col- 
lect«d  into  a  manuscript  volume,  to  be  delivered 
tfl  the  Bovereigna.  He  prepared,  at  the  Mtme 
lime,  a  long  letter,  written  with  his  uauiU  fen-or 
of  spirit  and  simplidty  of  heart.  It  is  one  of 
those  singular  compOHitions  which  lay  open  the 
visioDury  part  of  his  cliaracter,  and  show  the 
mystic  and  speculative  reading  with  which  he 
iras  accustomed  to  nurture  his  solemn  and  soar- 
ing imagination. 

In  this  letter  he  ui^ed  the  sovereigns  to  iet  on 
foot  a  crusade  for  the  delivercnoe  of  Jerusalem 
from  [he  power  of  the  unbelievers.  He  entreate<l 
them  not  to  rejiMit  liis  present  advice  as  extrav- 
agant and  impracticable,  nor  to  heed  tlie  discredit 
that  might  be  cast  upon  it  by  others  ;  reminding 
them  that  his  great  scheme  of  discovery  hmi  orig- 
inally been  treated  with  simihu  contempL  He 
avowed  in  the  fullest  manner  his  persuasion,  that, 
from  his  earliest  infancy,  he  had  heeu  chosen  by 
Heaven  for  the  accomplishment  of  those  two 
great  designs,  —  the  discovery  of  the  New  World, 
and  the  rescue  of  the  holy  sepulchre.  For  tliis 
pnrpose,  in  liis  tender  yean,  he  had  been  guided 
by  a  <livine  impulse  to  embrace  the  profession  of 
the  sea,  a  mode  of  life,  he  observes,  which  pro- 
dnoes  an  inclination  to  inqnire  into  the  mysteries 
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of  nature  ;  aad  he  had  been  gifted  with  a  curious 
spirit,  to  read  tiH  kinds  of  chronicles,  geographic&l 
treatiseB,  and  works  uf  philosophy.  Li  meditat- 
ing upon  these,  his  undersWndiiig  had  beeu 
oi>ened  by  the  Deity,  "  as  with  b.  piilpahle  hand," 
BO  as  to  discover  the  navigation  to  the  Indies, 
and  he  had  been  intiamed  with  ardor  lo  uoder- 
take  the  enterprise.  ''  Animated  as  bjr  a  heav- 
enly fire,"  he  adds,  ■*  I  came  lo  your  highnesses ; 
all  who  heard  of  my  enterprise  mocked  at  it ;  all 
the  sciences  I  had  acquired  proflt«d  me  nothing ; 
seven  years  did  I  pass  in  your  royal  court,  dis- 
puting the  case  with  persons  of  great  authority 
and  learned  in  all  the  arts,  and  in  tlie  end  they 
decided  that  all  was  vain.  In  your  highnesses 
alone  remained  &ith  and  constancy.  Who  will 
doubt  that  this  light  was  from  the  Holy  Scrip- 
tures, illumining  you  as  well  ns  myself  with  raya 
of  marvelous  brightness  ?  " 

These  ideas,  so  repeatedly,  and  solemnly,  and 
artlessly  expressed,  by  a  man  of  the  fervent  piety 
of  Columbus,  siiow  how  truly  his  discovery  arose 
from  the  working  of  his  own  mind,  and  not  from 
inibrmation  furnished  hy  others.  He  considered 
it  a  divine  intimation,  a  light  from  Heaven,  and 
the  fulfilment  of  what  had  been  foretold  by  our 
Saviour  and  the  prophets.  Still  he  regarded  it 
hut  as  a  minor  event,  preparatory  to  the  great 
enterprise,  the  recovery  of  the  holy  sepulchre. 
He  pronounced  it  a  miracle  effected  hy  Heaven, 
to  animate  himself  and  others  to  that  holy  under- 
taking ;  twd  he  aasured  the  sovereigns  that,  if 
they  had  fiuth  in  his  present  as  in  his  fornm 
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proposition,  they  woiilcl  assuredly  be  rewanleU 
with  equally  trium])liuiit  success.  He  conjiired 
them  not  to  heed  the  sneers  of  such  as  might 
acolf  at  liim  as  otie  imlearned,  as  an  ignoi'aiit 
mariuer,  a  worldly  nmn  ;  reminding  them  tliut 
the  Holy  Spirit  works  not  merely  in  the  learned, 
but  also  in  the  ignorant ;  nay,  that  it  reveals 
thin^  to  come,  not  merely  by  rational  beings, 
but  by  prodigies  in  animals,  and  by  mystic  signs 
in  the  air  and  in  the  heavens. 

The  enterprise  here  suggested  by  Columbus, 
however  idle  and  eitravagant  it  may  appear  in 
the  preseat  day,  was  in  unison  with  the  temper 
of  the  times,  and  of  the  court  to  which  it  was 
proposed.  The  vein  of  mystic  erudition  by  which 
it  was  enforced,  likewise,  was  suited  to  aii  age 
when  the  reveries  of  the  cloister  sdll  controlled 
the  operations  of  the  cabinet  and  the  camp.  The 
spirit  of  the  crusades  had  not  yet  passed  away. 
In  llie  cause  of  the  church,  and  at  the  instiga- 
tion of  iVa  dignitaries,  every  cavalier  was  ready 
to  draw  his  sword  ;  and  reUgioii  mingled  a  glow- 
ing and  devoted  enthusiasm  with  ^e  ordiuiu-y 
Bicitement  of  warfare.  Ferdinand  was  a  relig- 
ious bigot ;  and  the  devotion  of  Isabella  went  as 
near  to  bigotry  as  her  liberal  mtud  and  magnan- 
imous spirit  would  pennit.  Both  the  sovereigns 
were  under  the  influence  of  ecclesiastical  ]x>liti- 
dans,  constantly  guiding  their  enterprises  in  a  di- 
rection to  redound  to  the  temporal  ]>ower  and 
glory  of  the  churcli.  The  recent  coii(|Ucst  of 
Granada  hail  been  considered  a  European  cru- 
Bode,  and  had  gmned  to  the  sovereigns  the  ejii- 
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thet  of  Catholic  It  was  natural  to  think  of  ex- 
tending  their  Bacred  victories  BtiU  fiirther,  aad 
retaliating  upon  die  iufidels  their  domin&tion  of 
Spain  iuid  their  long  triumphs  over  tlie  crou. 
Id  fact,  the  Duke  of  Medina  Sidouia  had  made  a 
recent  inroad  into  Barbarf,  in  the  course  of 
which  he  had  taken  tha  city  of  Mclilla,  and  his 
expedition  had  been  pronounced  a  renewal  of  the 
holy  wara  against  the  infidels  in  Africa.' 

There  waa  nothing,  therefore,  in  the  prgpo- 
aition  of  ColumbuB  that  could  be  regarded  as 
prepoalerouK,  considering  the  period  and  orcnm- 
itanc«H  in  wtuch  it  was  made,  though  it  Btrongly 
illustrates  his  own  enthusiastic  and  visiouaiy  char- 
acter. It  must  be  recollected  that  it  was  med- 
ituled  in  the  courts  of  the  Alhambra,  among  the 
splendid  remains  of  Moorish  grandenr,  where,  but 
a  few  yean  before,  he  bad  beheld  the  Etundard 
of  the  faith  elevated  in  triumph  above  the  sym- 
bols of  infidelity.  It  appears  to  have  been  the 
oflG^ring  of  one  of  those  moods  of  high  esciie- 
ment,  when,  as  has  been  observed,  his  soul  was 
elevated  by  the  contemplation  of  his  great  and 
glorious  ofiice  when  he  considered  himself  uuder 
divine  inspiration,  imparting  the  will  of  Heaven, 
and  fulfilling  the  high  and  holy  purposes  for  whidi 
he  had  been  predestined.^ 

1  Garibuy,  Hist.  Espsii*,  lib.  zix.  cap.  S.  Among  the  cul- 
Icctiom  ejiiiling  in  the  libimry  of  the  l»lc  Prince  SBh«Mti«n, 
ttieie  ia  *  folio  whicb,  sidoiij;  otlier  ihidgE,  conlains  ■  fupa 
or  lettar,  Id  wliidi  ia  ■  calculation  of  Iha  probable  ezpenMa 
of  Rn  army  of  twenty  tbouaand  men,  Tor  Ihe  cani|ai»(  a(  Ibe 
Holj-  Land,  tc  is  dated  in  1G09  or  IfilO,  and  llie  huidtnit- 
ioK  appeals  lo  be  oftbe  Mme  time. 

>  Columbus  «M  nut  aiugnlar  in  thia  belief:   ii   nas  enter- 
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tained  bj  many  of  his  zealous  and  learned  admirers.  The 
erudite  lapidary,  Jayme  Ferrer,  in  the  letter  written  to  Co- 
lambttfl  in  1495,  at  the  command  of  the  sovereigns,  observes: 
"I  see  in  this  a  great  mystery:  the  divine  and  infallible 
Providence  sent  the  great  St  Thomas  from  the  west  into  the 
east,  to  manifest  in  India  our  holy  and  Catholic  faith ;  and 
you,  Senor,  he  sent  in  an  opposite  direction,  from  the  east  into 
the  west,  imtil  you  have  arrived  in  the  Orient,  into  the  ex- 
treme part  of  Upper  India,  that  the  people  may  hear  that 
which  their  ancestors  neglected  of  the  preaching  of  St. 
Thomas.    Thus  shall  be  accomplished  what  was  written  in 

omnem  terram  eahibU  tonus  eorum.'^ 

And  again,  **  The  office  which  you  hold,  Senor,  places  you  in 
the  light  of  an  apostle  and  ambassador  of  God,  sent  by  his 
divine  judgment,  to  make  known  his  holy  name  in  unknown, 
lands."  —  Letra  de  Mossen  Jayme  Ferrer,  Navarrete  Coleo- 
cion,  torn.  ii.  decad.  68.  See  also  the  opinion  expressed  by 
Agostino  Ginstiniani,  his  contemporary,  in  his  Polyglot  Psal- 
ter. 


CHAPTER  V. 

PREFAIUTIONB  OF  OOLDMBTJS  FOR  A 


[1601-1602.] 

IS^BHE  speculation  relative  ta  tlie  recovery 
^£^M  nf  tiie  holy  sepulchre,  held  but  &  l«mpo- 
W*.vQI  nry  sway  over  the  miud  of  Columbus. 
Ills  ihoughLs  soon  returned,  with  renewed  ardor, 
to  their  wonted  channel.  He  became  impatient 
of  iuactjon,  and  soon  conceived  a  leading  objeut 
for  another  enterprise  of  discovery.  The  achieve- 
ment of  Vasco  de  Giaiiia,  of  the  long'-attempted 
navigation  of  India  by  the  Cape  of  Glood  Hope, 
was  one  of  the  signal  events  of  the  day.  Pedro 
Alvarez  Cabral,  following  in  hia  track,  had  made 
a  most  successful  voyage,  and  returned  with  his 
vessels  laden  with  the  precious  commodities  of 
the  East.  The  riches  of  Calicut  were  now  the 
theme  of  every  tongue,  and  the  splendid  trade 
now  opened  in  diamonds  and  precious  stones 
from  t!ie  otines  of  Hindostan ;  in  pearls,  gold, 
silver,  amber,  ivory,  and  porcelain ;  in  silken 
stu^,  costly  woods,  gums,  nromatics,  and  Bpices 
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of  all  kinds.  The  diacoveriea  of  Ihe  savage  re- 
gions of  the  New  World,  aa  yet,  brought  little 
revenue  to  Spain ;  but  this  route,  suddenly 
opened  to  the  luxurious  countries  of  the  East, 
was  pouring  immediate  wealth  into  Portugal. 

Columbus  waa  roused  to  emulation  by  these 
accounts.  He  now  conceived  the  idea  of  a  voy- 
age, in  which,  with  his  usual  enthusiasm,  he 
hoped  lo  surpass  not  merely  the  discovery  of 
Vasco  de  Gama,  but  even  those  of  liia  own  pre- 
vious espeditions.  According  to  his  own  obser- 
vations in  his  voyage  to  Faria,  and  the  reports 
of  oilier  navigators,  who  had  pursued  the  same 
route  to  a  greater  dislunce,  it  appeared  that  the 
const  of  Terra  Finna  stretched  fiir  to  the  west. 
The  Bouthem  coast  of  Cuba,  which  he  considered 
a  part  of  the  Asiatic  continent,  stretched  onwards 
towards  the  same  point.  The  currents  of  the 
Caribbean  Sea  most  pass  between  those  lands. 
He  waa  persuaded,  therefore,  that  there  must  he 
a  strait  existing  somewhere  there-abouts,  opening 
into  the  Indian  sea.  The  situation  in  which  he 
placed  his  conjectural  strait,  was  somewhere  a)>out 
what  at  present  is  called  the  Isthmus  of  Darien.^ 
Could  he  but  discover  such  a  passage,  and  thus 
link  the  New  World  he  bad  discovered,  with  the 
opulent  oriental  regions  of  the  old,  he  felt  that 
he  should  make  a,  magnificent  close  to  his  labors, 
and  consummate  this  great  object  of  his  exist- 
When  he  unfolded  bis  plan  to  the  sovereigns. 
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it  naa  listeDed  to  with  great  attention.  Certain 
of  the  roj'al  couucil,  it  is  faiA,  endeavored  to 
throw  difilculties  iu  the  way ;  observing  that  the 
Turioufl  exigencies  of  the  times,  and  the  low  BtAt« 
of  the  rofal  treaBiiry,  rendered  any  uew  expedi- 
tion hi^y  inexpedient  They  iuijmat«d  also 
that  Columbus  ought  not  to  be  employed,  until 
his  good  conduct  in  Hispaoiola  was  aatisiactonly 
estaliliBbed  by  letters  from  Ovondo.  These  nar- 
row-minded suggestions  ituled  in  tbdr  aim :  Isa- 
bella had  implicit  confideuue  iu  the  integrity  of 
Columbus.  As  to  the  expense,  she  felt  tliat 
while  fiirnishing  so  powerful  a  fleet  and  splendid 
retiaue  to  Ovando,  Ui  Like  possession  of  hia  gov- 
eminent,  it  would  be  ungenerous  and  uugratefiil 
to  refuse  a  few  ships  to  the  discoverer  of  the 
New  World,  to  enable  him  to  prosecute  his  illus- 
UiouB  enterprises.  As  to  Ferdinand,  bis  cu- 
)ndity  was  roused  at  the  idea  of  being  soon  put 
in  powesaion  of  a  more  direct  and  safe  route  lo 
those  countries  with  wliich  the  crown  of  Portugal 
was  opening  so  lucrative  a  trade.  The  project 
also  would  occupy  the  admiral  fiir  a  considenihle 
time.,  and,  while  it  diverted  him  from  cliiima  of 
an  inconvenient  nature,  would  employ  his  talents 
in  a  way  most  beneficial  to  the  crown.  However 
the  king  might  doubt  his  abilities  as  a  le^slator, 
he  had  the  tughet;t  opinion  of  his  skill  aud  judg- 
ment as  a  navigator.  If  such  a  strait  as  the  one 
supposed  were  really  in  existence,  Columbus  was, 
of  all  men  in  the  world,  the  one  to  discover  it 
His  proposition,  tlierefore,  was  prom]>t]y  acceded 
to  ;    be  was  authorized  to  fit  out  a 
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immediately ;  and  reptured  to  Seville  in  tbe  au- 
tninn  of  1501,  to  make  the  necesaary  prepara- 
tions. 

Though  this  substantial  enteqirise  diverted  his 
attention  from  his  reman  lip  eipeditioa  for  the  re- 
covery of  the  holy  sepulchre,  it  still  contititied  to 
liaunt  his  mind.  He  )etl  his  manuscript  mllec- 
tiou  of  reseurefaeB  among  the  prophecies,  in  the 
hands  of  a  devout  friar  of  the  name  of  GnHpar 
Gorrido,  who  sasisted  to  complete  it  In  Febru- 
aiy,  also,  he  wrote  a  letter  to  Pope  Alexander 
VH^  in  which  he  apologizes,  on  account  of  iudts- 
penrable  occupations,  for  not  having  repaired  to 
Rune,  seconling  lo  his  original  intention,  to  give 
an  account  of  his  grand  diMWveriea.  After  brierty 
relating  them,  lie  adds  that  his  enterprises  bud 
been  undertaken  with  the  intent  of  dedicating  the 
giuns  to  the  recovery  of  the  holy  sepulchre.  He 
mentions  hia  vow  to  furnish,  within  seven  yeurs, 
fifty  thousand  fool  and  five  thousand  horse  for 
tbe  purpose,  and  another  of  like  force  within  five 
succeeding  years.  This  pious  intention,  he  la- 
ments, had  been  impeded  by  the  arts  of  the  devil, 
and  he  feared -without  divine  aid  would  he  eu- 
"  tirely  frustrali'd.  as  the  guverament  which  hail 
'  been  granted  to  him  m  perpetnity  had  been  taken 
a  him.  He  informs  his  Holiness  of  bis  being 
,  nlxiut  to  embark  on  anotlier  voyage,  and  promises 
solemnly,  on  hia  retnm,  lo  repair  to  Rome  with- 
out delay,  to  relate  everything  by  word  of  mouth, 
as  well  as  to  present  him  with  an  account  of  bis 
voyages,  irtiidi  he  had  kept  from  die  commence- 
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1  the  stTle  of  tile 


meat   to   the  present  tiro 
ComraeDtaries  of  Cf^aar.^ 

It  was  aboat  this  time,  also,  Ihat  he  sent  bis 
letter  ou  the  Eubject  of  Ihe  sepulchre  to  the  sor- 
ereigDB,  logether  with  the  collection  of  prophe- 
cies.^ We  hiivii  BO  aeeount  of  tht;  miinner  in 
which  the  proposition  was  received.  Ferdinand, 
with  all  his  bigotry,  mtfi  a  shrewd  and  worldly 
prince.  Insteiid  of  a  chivalrous  crusade  agaiii&t 
Jerusalem,  he  preferred  making  a  pacific  armnge- 
meiit  with  the  Grand  Soldon  of  Egypt,  who  had 

>  NivBretlB.  Colflc.  Vug.,  lorn.  ii.  p.  lU. 

■  A  Dianuuript  volums  contaiaing  ■  copy  or  Ibis  leller,  and 
of  Ihe  coUeilion  or  prophecies,  ia  in  tbt  ColuDiblan  Lihmj, 
id  the  Cuhedal  of  Seville,  whu™  the  ■ulhor  of  this  work 
bm  aeea  and  examlaeil  il,  eince  puhliahing  tbe  lint  eiUUim. 
The  title  and  sotne  of  the  early  pages  of  the  work  are  in  the 
handwriting  of  Fernando  Columbus,  Ihe  niain  body  of  the 
work  is  by  a  itruige  hiuid,  pr')bably  by  tbe  Friar  Gupar 
Gnrriclo,  or  >oni«  brother  of  hit  cnnvent.  Then  are  trifling 
marginal  nolo  or  PorrenionB,  and  one  or  two  trivial  additioni 
in  the  handwriting  of  Columbus,  especially  a  passage  added 
after  hia  return  frum  his  fbartb  voyage,  and  shortly  before  his 
death,  allnding  to  an  eclipse  of  the  moon  whieh  look  plao 
during  liis  tojouni  in  the  island  of  Jamaica.  The  handtrrit- 
ing  of  this  la«t  passage,  like  must  of  the  manuscripci  of  Co- 
Inmbui!,  which  the  author  has  s«en,  i>  small  and  dtiicatc,  bat 
wants  Ihe  firmneu  and  diatinetness  oF  hi*  earlier  writing,  bit 
hind  having  doubtless  become  Dnsteadr  by  age  and  iDBradQr. 

This  doeament  is  extremely  curious,  as  containing  all  tb< 
pnssages  of  Scripture  and  of  the  works  of  the  Palhers  which 
had  su  powerful  an  inSuence  on  the  enthusiastic  mind  of  Co- 
lumbus, and  were  construed  by  bim  into  mysUrious  propht- 
ci^  and  revelalioo*.  The  ndume  is  in  good  preurvalioli, 
excepling  that  afbw  pagubave  been  cut  oat.  Tbe  writing, 
though  of  tbe  beginning  of  the  liltecnth  century,  is  very  dis- 
tinct and  legible.  The  libraiy  mark  of  the  inok  h  £«tule 
Z.  Tab.  m.  No.  26. 
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menaced  the  destruction  of  the  sacred  edifice. 
He  dispatched,  therefore,  the  learned  Peter  Mar- 
tyr, so  distinguished  for  his  histoni^  writing,  as 
embassador  to  the  Soldan,  by  whom  all  andent 
grievtuices  between  the  two  powers  were  satiafiio- 
torily  adjusted,  and  arrangements  mode  for  the 
oooserration  of  the  holy  sepolcfare.  and  the  pro- 
tection of  all  Christian  pilgrims  resorting  lo  it. 

In  the  mean  time  Columbus  went  on  with  the 
preparations  for  his  contemplated  voyage,  though 
but  slowly,  owing,  as  Charlevoix  intimates,  to  the 
artifices  and  delays  of  Fonseca  and  his  agents. 
He  craved  permission  to  touch  at  the  tshuid  of 
Hispaniola  for  supplies  on  his  outward  voyage. 
Thi*.  however,  the  sovereigns  forbade,  knowing 
that  he  had  many  enemies  in  the  island,  and  that 
the  place  would  be  in  great  i^tatiou  from  the 
arrival  of  Ovando.  and  the  removal  of  Bobadillo. 
They  oonsenietL  however,  that  he  should  touch 
there  briefly  on  his  return,  by  which  time  they 
hoped  the  island  would  be  restored  to  tranquil- 
lity. He  was  penuitted  to  take  with  him.  in  this 
eipedition.  his  brother  the  Adelantado.  and  his 
son  Fernando,  tiien  in  his  fourteenth  year  ;  also, 
two  or  tiiree  persons  learned  in  Arabic,  to  serve 
as  interpreter^  in  case  be  should  arrive  at  the 
dominions  of  the  Gt^nd  Khan,  or  of  any  other 
eastern  prince  where  that  langimge.  might  be 
spoken,  or  partially  known.  In  rtrpty  bo  letters 
relative  to  the  ultimate  restoration  of  lus  ri^ts, 
■od  to  matters  concerning  his  familT.  the  sovet^ 
e^gns  wrote  him  a  letter,  dated  March  H.  1502, 
from  Valencia  de  Torre,  in  which  the;  ag^  sol- 
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emnl;  ussareil  him  (hat  their  cnpitolatioiis  with 
him  should  be  liilfiUed  to  the  letter,  and  ilie  dig- 
nities therein  ceded  cnjojed  bj  him,  and  his  ctiii- 
dren  after  him  ;  and  if  it  should  be  tieceasiiry  to 
confirm  them  anew,  they  would  do  so,  and  secnro 
(hem  to  his  son.  Beside  which,  they  expressed 
their  diKposition  to  bestow  further  honors  and  re- 
wards upon  himBel£  his  brothers,  and  his  children. 
They  entreated  him,  theretbre.  to  depart  in  peace 
and  confidence,  and  to  leave  all  lus  cxincenis  b 
Spain  to  the  management  of  his  son  Diego.' 

This  was  the  last  letter  that  Columbos  re- 
ceived from  the  sovereigns,  and  the  assurances  it 
contained  were  as  ample  and  abaohite  as  he  could 
desire.  Recent  drcumstnnces.  however,  had  appa- 
rently rendered  him  dubious  of  the  tiilure.  Dur- 
ing the  tiioe  that  he  passed  in  Seville,  previous 
to  his  departure,  he  took  measures  to  secure  bis 
iame,  and  preserve  the  claims  of  his  &mily,  by 
placing  them  under  the  guardianship  of  his  na- 
tive country.  He  had  copies  of  all  the  iett^s, 
grants,  and  privileges  &om  the  sovereigns,  ap- 
pointing htm  admiral,  viceroy,  and  governor  of 
the  Indies,  copied  and  authenticated  before  'the 
alcaldes  of  Seville.  Two  sets  of  these  were 
transcribed,  together  with  his  letter  to  the  nurae 
of  Prince  Juiin,  contAiniug  a  circumstantial  and 
eloquent  vindication  of  his  rights ;  and  two  let- 
ters to  the  Bank  of  St.  George,  at  GenoOi  aa- 
aigning  to  it  the  tenth  of  his  revenues,  to  he  em- 
ployed in  diminishing  the  duties  on  com  and 
other  provisions  — a  truly  benevolent  and  patri- 
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intended  for  the  relief  of  the  poor 
of  his  native  dty.  These  two  sets  of  ducu- 
tnents  he  sent  by  difTereDt  individuals  to  his 
fiiead.  Doctor  Nicolo  Oderigo,  formerly  ambassa- 
dor from  Genoa  U)  the  coon  of  Spain,  request- 
ing him  to  preserve  them  in  tome  safe  deposit, 
snd  to  apprise  his  son  Diego  of  the  same.  His 
dissadsfa^'tion  at  the  condoct  of  the  Spanish 
oonrt  may  have  been  the  cause  of  this  precau- 
tionary measure,  that  an  appeal  to  the  world,  or 
to  posterity,  might  be  in  the  power  of  his  de- 
ecendanls,  in  case  he  should  perish  in  the  course 
of  his  voyage.* 


the  dutBrtMnra  uiil  levululioai  of  after  lime),  one  of  ibeie 

18U  tb*  Inter  vm  discovered  in  the  libnri-  of  Ihe  deceued 
Conot  Michel  Anmlo  Cunbuno,  ■  Htialor  or  Genu*.  U  wu 
pRKund  bv  the  King  of  Sutltaa,  tfaea  sorereign  of  GflooB, 
and  gntD  up  br  him  lo  tfae  aty  of  Genoa  ia  1821-    A  cnslodia. 

COQBisling  of  ■  marble  column  tupporliag  an  nm.  sunnauated 
b;  a  boM  of  Columbiu.  The  docnmeiila  were  deposited  in 
■Ae  um,  ThcH  papna  ban  been  pobllahed,  lo)^Ihcr  with 
an  bitiorica]  raemoirnf  ColDmbiu.by  D.  Gio.  Ballirla  Spolomo, 
[    Prufwur  of  Eloqneiue,  etc.,  in  the  CniTer^l}-  of  Genoi. 


CHAPTER  I. 

DBPAHTUBB  OF  OOl.OMBOB  ON  HIB  FOilRTH  TOT  AGS.  — 
KEFVSBD  ADMISSION  TO  THE  IIARROR  OF  SAN  DOHUiOO 
—  EXPOSED  TO  A  VIOl^SI  TEMPEST. 

[iao2.] 

GE  ■was  rapidly  making  its  atlvaDoes 
u|ion  Columltus  when  he  undertook  tiia 
I'diirtli  and  last  voyage  of  diecoveiy. 
Hi-  h:iil  iilreftdy  numbere*!  BiJtty-His  yeaTB,  and 
tlii-y  were  yeiira  filled  with  core  and  trouble,  in 
which  age  outstrips  the  mareh  of  time.  Hi* 
constitution,  origisaUy  vigorous  in  the  estremei, 
had  been  impaired  by  hardships  and  exposures  in 
every  clime,  and  silently  preyed  upon  by  the  suf- 
ferings of  Ihe  mind.  His  frame,  once  powerftil 
and  commanding,  and  retaining  a  »einblanc«  of 
strengili  and  majesty  even  in  its  Awaj,  was  yet 
crazed  by  infirmities,  and  subject  to  paroxyniM 
of  excrudating  pain.  His  tnleUecIual  Ibrees 
alone  retained  their  wonted  health  and  energy, 
prompting  him,  at  a.  period  of  life  ivheu  most 
men  Keek  repose,  to  sally  forth  with  yonthfiil  ar- 
dor, on  ihe  most  toilsome  and  adventurous  of 
exfx^ditions. 
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His  squadron  for  the  present  voyage  couBUteil 
of  four  caravels,  the  amalleat  of  flf^  tons  biirdpn, 
the  loi^Bt  not  exceeding  eeventy,  and  Ihe  crews 
amoundng  in  all  to  one  hundred  and  liily  men. 
With  this  little  anniLincnt  and  these  slender  harks 
did  the  venerable  discoverer  undertake  the  search 
after  a  strait,  which,  if  found,  must  conduct  liim 
into  the  most  remote  seas,  and  lead  to  a  completa 
circomnavigation  of  the  globe. 

In  this  arduous  voyuge,  however,  he  hod  a 
&ilhfii1  counselor,  and  an  intrepid  and  vigorous 
coadjutor,  in  his  brother  Don  Bartholomew,  wlule 
his  younger  son  Fernando  cheered  him  with  his 
affectionate  sympathy.  He  had  learnt  lo  appre- 
ciate such  comforts,  fh)m  being  too  often  an  iso- 
lated stranger,  surrounded  by  fidse  friends  and 
pei£ilious  enemies. 

The  squadron  sailed  from  Cadiz  on  the  9th  of 
Hay,  and  passed  over  to  Erdlla,  on  the  coast  of 
Uorocoo,  where  it  anchored  on  the  13th.  Un- 
derstanding that  the  Portuguese  garrison  was 
closely  besieged  iu  the  fortress  by  the  Moors,  and 
exposed  to  great  peril,  Columlius  was  ordered  U> 
touch  there,  and  render  all  the  assistance  in  his 
power,  fiebre  his  arrival  die  siege  had  been 
raised,  but  the  governor  lay  ill,  having  l>een 
wounded  in  an  assault.  Columbus  sent  his 
brother,  the  Adelantado,  his  son  Fernando,  and 
the  captains  of  the  caravels  ou  shore,  to  wait 
upon  the  governor,  with  expressions  of  friend' 
ship  and  dvihty.  and  offers  of  the  services  of  bis 
squadron.  Their  visit  and  message  g»ve  high 
satis&ctioD,  and  several  cavaliers  were   sent    to 
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wait  upon  tlte  admiral  iu  retnni,  some  of  whom 
were  relativoa  ol'  his  dewased  wife,  Dofia  Felippa 
Muiioz.  After  tlii8  exchimge  of  ciriiiljes.  Ibe 
admiral  made  sail  on  the  some  day,  and  con- 
tinued hia  voyage.'  On  the  25th  of  May,  he 
arrived  at  the  Grand  Canary,  and  remained  at 
tUat  and  the  adjacent  islands  for  a  few  daya.  Ink- 
ing in  wood  and  water.  On  the  evening  of  the 
'ibth,  be  took  his  departure  for  the  New  World. 
The  trade-winds  were  so  &vorable,  that  the  lit- 
tle squadron  swept  gently  on  its  course,  with- 
out shifliug  a  »ail,  and  arrived  on  the  15tb  of 
June  at  one  of  the  Caribbee  Islands,  called  by 
the  natives  Mantinino."  Ailer  slopping  here  for 
three  days,  to  take  in  wood  and  water,  and  allow 
the  seamen  time  to  wash  their  clothes,  the  sqaad- 
ron  passed  t«  the  west  of  the  island,  and  sailed 
to  Dominica,  about  ten  leagues  distant.*  Colum- 
bus continued  hence  along  the  inside  of  the  An- 
tilles, to  Santa  Cruz,  then  along  the  south  side 
of  Porto  Eico,  and  steered  for  San  Dominga 
This  wm  contrary  to  the  original  plan  of  the  ad- 
miral, who  bad  intended  to  steer  to  Jaoiaita,* 
and  thence  to  take  a  departure  for  the  continenti 
and  explore  its  coast  in  search  of  tlie  supposed 

1  Hist  del  Alminnta,  cap.  88. 

■  Seiiar  Nariurets  au|>pusea  Ihis  iiluid  to  ba  Ihe  Hine  st 
prcHntmllcd  Santa  Lucia,  Front  tbc  dbilmce  betveca  it 
and  Doiniiiica,  a>  staled  by  Fenunda  Colnmbiu.  it  was  moTC 
prababi}'  (he  pninot  HartinicB. 

■  UlR.  del  AlmtniKe,  cap.  88. 

'  Letter  of  Columbui  IVum  Jamaii^a.  Journal  of  fonu. 
BavanMe,  torn.  i. 
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itraiL  It  was  contrary  to  the  ortiere  of  fbe  aov- 
ereigDB  also,  prohibitiDg  tiim  on  his  outward  voy- 
age to  touch  at  Ilispaiiiola.  His  excuse  wits, 
that  his  principal  vessel  sailed  extremely  ill,  could 
not  carry  any  canvas,  and  continually  embairasseil 
and  delayed  the  rest  of  the  squadron.'  He 
wished,  therefore,  to  exchange  it  ibr  one  of  the 
fleet  which  had  recently  conveyed  Ovando  to  his 
govemmenl,  or  to  purchase  some  other  vessel  at 
San  Domingo  i  and  ho  was  persuaded  that  ho 
would  not  be  blitmed  fur  departing  from  his  or- 
ders, in  a  case  of  such  importance  to  the  safetj' 
and  snccess  of  hb  expedition. 

It  is  necessar}'  to  state  the  situation  of  the  isl- 
and at  this  moment.  Ovando  had  reached  San 
Domingo  on  the  15th  of  April.  He  had  been 
received  with  the  accnslomed  ceremony  on  the 
shore,  by  Bohadilla,  accompanied  by  the  principal 
inhahitanta  of  the  town.  He  was  escorted  to 
the  fortress,  whej«  his  commission  was  read  in 
form,  in  presence  of  all  the  authorities.  The 
usual  oalfas  were  taken,  and  ceremonials  ob- 
served ;  and  the  new  governor  was  hailed  with 
great  demonsCrationa  of  obedience  and  satisfac- 
tion. Ovando  entered  upon  the  duties  of  his 
office  with  coolness  and  prudence  ;  and  treated 
Bobadilla  with  a  courtesy  totally  opposite  to  ttie 
rudeness  with  which  the  latter  had  supeiteded 
Columbus.  The  emptiness  of  mere  official  rank, 
wiicn  unsustained  by  merit,  was  shown  iu  llie 
case  of  Bohadilla.  The  moment  his  authority 
was  at  an  end,  all  his  im{>ortaucc  vanished.     He 

1  Hist,  del  Almirsnle,  up.  8S.    La.i  Cuu,  lib.  ii.  cap.  G. 
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fbnnd  liiiuself  a  aoliUrj  and  neglected  man,  de- 
serted by  tho80  whom  he  had  most  fiivored,  and 
he  experteiii%(I  the  worthlesBness  of  the  popu- 
larity gained  by  courting  tlie  prejudices  and  pafi- 
sions  of  the  multitude.  Still  there  is  no  record 
of  any  suit  having  been  instituted  against  him : 
and  Las  Casas,  who  was  od  the  spot,  declared 
that  he  never  heard  any  harsh  thing  spoken  of 
him  by  the  colonists.' 

The  conduct  of  Roldaa  and  his  auoomplices, 
however,  underwent  a  strict  investigation,  and 
many  were  arrested  lo  be  sent  to  Spain  for  trial 
They  appeared  undismayed,  trusting  to  the  in- 
fluence of  their  friends  in  Spwn  to  protect  them, 
and  many  relying  on  the  well-known  disposition 
of  the  Bishop  of  Fonseca  to  &vor  all  who  had 
been  opposed  to  Columbus. 

The  fleet  which  had  brought  out  Ovando.  was 
DoW  ready  ibr  sea,  and  was  to  take  out  a  number 
of  the  principal  delinquents,  and  many  of  the 
idlers  and  profligates  of  the  island.  BobadilU 
was  to  embark  in  the  principal  ship,  on  board  of 
which  he  put  an  immense  amount  of  gold,  the 
revenue  collected  for  the  crown  during  his  gov- 
ernment, and  which  he  confidently  expected  would 
atone  tor  all  his  faults.  There  was  one  solid 
miiss  of  vir^n  gold  on  board  of  his  ship,  which 
is  famous  in  the  old  Spanish  chronicles.  It  had 
been  found  by  a  female  Indian  in  a  brook,  on  the 
estate  of  Francisco'  de  Gamy  and  Miguel  D:nz, 
and  hud  been  t^eii  by  Bobadilla  to  send  to  the 
king,  making  the  owners  a  soitable  oompensaljtm. 
>  Lai  Ctam,  Bia.  lod.,  lib.  il.  cap.  3. 
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It  was  said  to  weigh  three  thousand  six  hutidi-cd 
cmteUanos.* 

Large  quantities  of  gold  were  likewise  shipped 
ill  the  fleet,  hj  the  followers  of  Roldau,  and  other 
adventurers  —  the  weullli  gained  by  the  sufftrings 
of  the  unhappy  natives.  Among  t]ie  various 
persons  who  were  to  sail  in  the  principal  ship. 
was  (he  unfortunate  Guariones,  the  once  powet'~ 
fill  cacique  of  the  Vega.  He  bad  been  confined 
in  Fort  Coneeptiou,  ever  sinM  hiB  ciipture  after 
the  war  of  Higiiey,  and  was  now  to  be  sent  ii 
captive  iu  chains  to  Spain.  In  one  of  the  shifts, 
AloDzo  Sanchez  de  Carvajal,  the  agent  of  Co- 
lumbus, had  put  four  thousand  pieces  of  gold,  to 
be  remitted  to  bim ;  being  part  of  his  properly, 
either  recently  coUected,  or  recovered  from  the 
hands  of  BolHulilla.^ 

The  preparations  were  all  made,  and  the  fleet 
was  ready  ta  put  to  sen,  when,  on  the  29th  of 
Jane,  the  squadron  of  Columbus  arrived  at  the 
mouth  of  the  river.  He  immediately  sent  Fedro 
de  Terreros,  capt&in  of  one  of  the  caravels,  uu 
shore,  to  wait  on  Ovando,  and  explain  to  him 
th&t  the  purpose  of  his  coming  was  to  procure  a 
vessel  in  exchange  for  one  of  his  caravels,  wliieh 
was  extremely  defective.  He  requested  permis- 
sion also  to  shelter  his  squadron  in  the  harbor, 
as  he  apprehended,  from  various  indications,  an 
approacliing  storm.  This  request  was  refused  by 
Ovando.  Las  Casas  thinks  it  probable  that  he 
had  instructions  from  the  sovereigns  not  to  adiuit 
Columbus,  and  that  he  was  ftjrther  swayed  by 
1  Lu  Cuu,  cBp-  5.  >  lb. 
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pruJtrut  cgnBideratioDS,  jie  Son  Domingo  w:ls  al 
that  moment  crowded  with  the  most  vinileat 
enemies  of  the  admiral,  many  of  them  in  a  high 
Blal«  of  exasperation,  from  recent  proceedings 
which  had  taken  place  agtunst  them-' 

When  the  ungrsdoua  reflisal  of  OTSudo  was 
brought  \a  Columbus,  and  he  found  all  shelter 
denied  him,  he  sought  at  least  to  avert  the  dan- 
ger of  the  fleet,  which  was  about  to  saiL  He 
sent  back  the  officer,  tLerefore,  to  the  governor, 
eutreiitiug  him  not  to  permit  the  fleet  to  put  to 
sea  for  sevenil  days ;  asmiriiig  him  that  there 
were  indubitable  signs  of  an  impending  tempest. 
This  second  request  was  equally  fruitless  with 
the  lirst.  The  weather,  to  an  inezperieuoed 
eye,  was  fair  and  tranquil ;  the  pilota  and  sea- 
men were  impatient  to  de]>art.  They  scofled  at 
the  prediction  of  the  admiral,  ridiculing  him  as  a 
false  prophet,  and  they  persuaded  Ovondo  not  to 
deUin  the  fleet  on  so  unsnbstajitjal  a  pretext 

It  was  hard  treatment  of  Coliimbna,  thus  to 
be  denied  the  relief  which  the  slate  of  his  ships 
required,  and  to  be  excluded  in  time  of  distress 
from  the  very  harbor  he  imd  discovered.  He  re- 
tired from  ihs  river  tiill  of  grief  and  indignation. 
His  crew  murmured  loudly  at  being  shut  out 
from  a  port  of  their  own  nation,  where  ev«n 
Btrangers.  wider  similar  circumstances,  would  be 
admitted.  They  repined  at  having  embnrked 
witli  a  commander  liable  to  such  treatment :  and 
anticipated  nothing  but  evil  from  a  voyage,  in 
wiuufa  they  were  esposed  to  the  danget«  of  the 
>  Lu  Ciuu,  ubi  lup. 
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sen,  and    repulsed    from    the    pi'ol«ction    nf  the 

Being  coufideut,  from  liis  obaervatioiiB  of  Uiose 
natural  phenomena  in  which  he  wtis  deeply 
skilled,  that  the  anticipated  atonn  could  not  b« 
distant,  and  expecting  it  from  the  land  aide,  Cu- 
lumbns  kept  his  feeble  squadron  close  to  the 
shore,  and  sought  for  secure  tinchorage  in  some 
wild  bay  or  river  of  the  island. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  fleet  of  Bobadilla  set  sail 
from  San  Domingo,  and  stood  out  confidently  to 
gea.  Within  two  days,  the  predictions  of  Co- 
lumbus were  Terified.  One  of  those  tremendnus 
hnrriiBnea,  which  sometimes  sweep  those  latitudes, 
had  gradually  gatheretl  up.  The  baleful  appear- 
ance of  the  heavens,  the  wild  look  of  the  ocean, 
the  rising  murmur  of  the  winds,  all  gave  notice 
of  ila  approach.  The  fleet  had  scarcely  reached 
the  eastern  point  of  Hispauiok,  when  the  tem- 
pest burst  over  it  with  awful  fiiry,  mvolving 
everything  in  wreck  and  min.  Tlie  ship  on 
board  of  which  were  Boljadilla,  Boldau.  and  a 
number  of  the  most  inveterate  enemies  of  Colum- 
bus, WAS  swallowed  up  with  all  its  crew,  and  with 
the  celehraied  maw  of  gold,  and  the  priudpal 
part  of  the  ill-gotlen  treuure,  gaineil  by  the  mi*- 
eries  of  the  Indians.  Maay  of  the  (hip*  were 
entirely  loM.  mnao  retomed  to  San  Duauaffi  in 
■hattemd  mnditioa.  and  only  cue  wan  enaliled  to 
continne  her  voyage  lo  Spain.  That  ou«,  arc- 
cording  to  Fernando  Columlxu.  traa 
of  the  fleel.  and  hwl  on  board  the  loar  I) 
pieces  of  gold,  ihe  prupetly  of  ibe  aidmtnL 
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During  the  early  part  of  this  storm,  the  little 
Bquadron  of  Columbus  remuined  tolerably  weU 
sheltered  by  the  land.  On  the  second  day  the 
tempest  increased  in  Tiolence,  and  the  nighl  com- 
ing on  with  unusual  darkness,  the  ships  lost  sight 
of  each  other  and  were  separated.  The  admiral 
still  kept  dose  to  the  shore,  and  sustained  no 
damage.  The  others,  fearful  of  the  land  in  end) 
a  dark  and  boisterous  night,  ran  out  for  sea-room, 
and  encountered  the  whole  fiiry  of  the  elements. 
For  several  days  they  were  driven  about  at  the 
mercy  of  wind  and  wave,  feariiil  each  moment 
of  shipwreck,  and  giving  up  each  other  as  lost. 
The  Adelantado,  who  conunanded  the  ship  already 
mentioned  as  being  scarcely  sea-worthy,  ran  the 
most  imminent  hazard,  and  nothing  but  his  cod- 
summate  seamanship  enabled  him  lo  keep  her 
afloat.  At  length,  aAer  various  vicissitudes,  they 
all  arrived  safe  at  Port  Hermoso,  to  the  weat  of 
San  Domingo.  The  Adelantado  had  lost  his 
long  boat ;  and  all  the  vessels,  with  the  exception 
of  that  of  the  admiral,  had  sost^uned  more  or  less 
injury. 

When  Columbus  learnt  the  signal  destructiDn 
that  had  overwhelmed  his  enemies,  almost  before 
his  eyes,  he  was  deeply  impressed  with  awe,  and 
considered  his  own  preservation  as  little  less  than 
miraculous.  Both  his  son  Fernando,  a:id  the 
venerable  historian  Los  Casas,  looked  upon  the 
event  as  one  of  those  awful  judgments,  which 
seem  at  times  to  deal  forth  temporal  retribution, 
^ey  noticed  the  drctimstance,  that  while  the 
enunies  of  the  admiral  were  swallowed  up  by 
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the  raging  sea,  the  onlj  ship  of  the  fleet  which 
was  enabled  to  pursue  her  voyafie,  and  reach  her 
port  of  destinatJon,  was  ihc  trail  bark  freighted 
with  the  property  of  Columbus.  The  evil,  how- 
ever, in  tliis,  as  in  ino^i  circuiustjuices,  over- 
whelmed the  innoceut  as  well  as  the  guilty.  In 
the  ship  with  Bobadllla  auJ  Roldan.  jierished  the 
captive  Gnariouei,  the  unfortunate  cacique  of  the 
Veg«.> 

ii.  cap.  b.   Hilt,  del  Almirant^ 


CHAPTER   n. 

E  ALONG  TBB  COAST  OF  HONDUKif. 
[1502.] 

P(.)R  ppvpral  days  CoIambuB  remained  in 
D  repair  hia  vessels,  and 
t  to  repose  uud  refresh 
themsL-lves  after  Uie  late  tempejit.  He  Iwd 
scarcely  left  this  harbor,  when  lie  was  obliged  to 
take  shelter  from  another  storm  in  ■Tacijuemel,  or, 
as  it  was  called  by  the  Spaniards.  Port  Bnudl. 
Hence  he  sailed  on  the  14tli  of  July,  steering  for 
Terra  Firma.  The  weather  fulling  perfectly 
calm,  he  was  borne  away  by  the  currents  until  he 
ibund  himself  in  the  vidoity  of  some  little  islands 
near  Jamaica,^  destitute  of  springs,  but  where  the 
seamen  obtained  a  snpply  of  water  by  digging 
holes  in  the  sand  on  the  beach 

The  calm  conUnuiug,  he  was  swept  away  to 
tlie  group  of  small  islands,  or  keys,  on  the  south- 
em  coast  of  Cuba,  to  which  in  1494  he  bad  given 
the  name  of  The  Glardens.  He  had  scarcely 
touched  there,  however,  when  the  wind  sprang 
up  &om  a  bvorable  quarter,  and  he  was  enabled 

I  Supposed  to  be  Ihe  Momat  Keys. 
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to  make  aail  on  his  destined  course.  He  now 
stood  to  the  south-west,  and  afler  a  few  days  dis- 
covered, on  the  30lli  of  July,  a  ainall  but  ele- 
vated islaiid,  agreeable  to  the  eye  from  the 
Tftriety  of  trees  with  which  U  was  covered. 
Among  these  was  u,  great  number  of  lofty  pines, 
from  which  eirciimstJince  Columbus  nonie<l  it 
Isla  de  Pinos.  It  has  always,  however,  retained 
its  Indian  name  of  Guanaja,^  which  has  been  ex- 
tended to  u  number  of  smaller  islands  snrrounil- 
ing  it.  This  group  is  within  a  few  leagues  of 
the  coast  of  Honduras,  to  the  east  of  the  great 
bay  or  gulf  of  that  name. 

The  Adelaniado,  with  two  launches  full  of 
people,  landed  on  the  principal  island,  which  was 
eitremelv  veniant  and  fertile.  The  inhabitaiiU 
resembled  those  of  other  islands,  Mcepting  ibiit 
their  foreheads  were  narrower.  While  the  Aile- 
lantado  was  on  shore,  he  beheld  a  great  canoe 
arriving,  a«  from  a  distant  and  importiint  voyage. 
He  was  struck  with  its  magnitude  and  conteuia. 
It  was  eight  feet  wide,  and  as  long  as  a  galley, 
though  fonned  of  the  trnnk  of  a  single  tree.  In 
tlie  centre  was  a  kind  of  awning  or  cabin  of  [>.iUu 
leaves,  after  the  manner  of  those  iu  the  gondolns 
of  Yeoice,  and  sufficiently  close  to  exclude  both 
sun  and  rain.  Under  this  sat  a  cacique  with  his 
wives  and  diildi'en.  Twenty-tive  Indiana  rowed 
the  canoe,  and  it  was  filled  with  all  kinds  of  ar- 
ticles of  the  manufacture  and  natural  production 
of  the  adjacent  countries.  It  is  supposetl  that 
this  bark  had  come  from  the  province  of  Tuca- 
'  Culled  ID  some  of  the  EDgluli  mtpi  Boaaccs. 
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Utn,  which  in  ubout  forty  leagues  distant  from  this 

The  Indians  in  the  canoe  appeared  to  hare  no 
fear  of  the  Spaniards,  and  readily  went  along' 
Bide  of  the  admind's  caravel.  Columbne  was 
overjoyed  at  thus  having  brought  to  hini  at  once, 
without  trouble  or  danger,  a  collection  of  speci- 
mens of  all  the  important  articles  of  this  part  of 
the  New  World.  He  emmined,  with  great  curi- 
osity uud  interest,  the  contents  of  the  canoe. 
Among  various  nt«nsiis  and  weapons  similar  to 
those  already  found  among  tlie  natives,  he  per- 
ceived others  of  a  much  superior  kind.  There 
were  hatchets  for  cutting  wood,  formed  not  of 
stone  but  copper ;  wooden  swords,  with  diannels 
on  each  side  of  the  I^ade,.iu  which  sharp  flints 
were  firmly  fixed  by  oorda  made  of  the  uitestiDGS 
of  fish<;s  ;  beuig  the  same  kind  of  weapon  ofier- 
*  wards  found  among  the  Mesicans.  Tliere  were 
copper  beds,  and  otiier  artJcVs  of  the  same 
metal,  .'ogether  with  a  rude  kind  of  crucible  in 
which  to  melt  it;  various  vessels  and  utensils 
neatly  formed  of  day,  of  marble,  and  of  hard 
wood  ;  sheets  and  mantles  of  co'  on,  worked  and 
dyed  with  various  colors ;  great  quantities  of 
cacao,  a  fruit  as  yet  unknown  lo  the  Spaniards, 
but  which,  as  they  soon  found,  the  natives  held 
in  great  estimation,  using  it  bath  as  food  and 
money.  There  was  a  beverage  also  extracted 
fi-iim  maize,  or  Indian  corn,  resembling  beer. 
Tlieff  provisions  consisted  of  bread  made  of  maize 
and  roots  of  various  kinds,  similar  to  those  of 
Hispaniola.     From  among  these  articles,  Coliuo- 
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Ires  collected  such  as  were  important  to  eend  as 
epecunens  to  Spain,  giving  the  uatives  European 
triiiketa  in  exchange,  with  which  they  were 
highly  satisfied.  They  appeared  to  manifest 
neither  astonishment  nor  alarm  when  on  hoard 
of  the  vessels,  and  surj-onnded  by  people  who 
must  have  l>een  so  strnuge  and  wonderful  to 
them.  The  women  wore  mantJea,  with  which 
they  wrapped  themselves,  like  the  female  Moors 
of  Granada,  and  the  men  had  cloths  of  cotton 
round  their  loins.  13oth  sexes  appeared  more 
particnlar  abont  these  covcringa,  and  to  have  a 
quicker  sense  of  personal  modesty,  than  any  In- 
dians Columbus  had  yet  discovered. 

These  circumstances,  together  with  the  STtperi- 
ority  of  their  implementa  and  manufactures,  were 
held  by  the  admiial  as  indications  that  he  was 
approaching  more  dvilized  nations.  He  en- 
deavored to  gain  particular  information  from 
these  Indians  ab  it  the  surrounding  countries  ; 
but  as  they  spoke  a  different  language  froLi  that 
of  his  interpreters,  he  could  understand  them  but 
imperfectly.  They  informed  him  that  they  had 
just  arrived  froi.  a  country,  rich,  cultivated,  and 
industrious,  situated  to  the  west.  They  eu- 
deavorcd  to  impress  him  with  an  idea  of  the 
wealth  and  magnificence  of  the  regions,  and  the 
people  in  that  quarter,  and  nrged  him  to  steer  in 
that  direction.  Well  would  it  have  been  for  Co- 
lumbus had  he  followed  their  advice.  Within  a 
day  or  two  he  would  have  arrived  at  Yucatan  ; 
tlie  diacovery  of  Mexico  and  the  other  opulent 
countries  of  New  Spain  woald  have  necessarily 
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ibUowed ;  the  Saulhem  Ocean  would  have  been 
disclosed  to  him,  and  a  succession  of  splendid 
discoveries  would  have  shed  fresh  glory  on  his 
dedining  nge,  instead  of  its  sinking  amidst  gloom, 
negleet,  and  disappointment. 

Tlie  admirurB  whole  mind,  faowerer,  was  at 
present  intent  upon  discovering  the  strait.  As 
(lie  countries  described  by  the  Indians  lay  to  the 
west,  be  supposed  that  he  could  easily  yidt  them 
at  some  Aitare  time,  by  running  with  the  Irade- 
winds  along  the  coast  of  Cuba,  which  he  imag- 
ined must  continue  on,  so  as  to  join  them.  At 
present  he  was  determined  to  seek  the  main-land, 
the  mountains  of  which  were  visible  to  the  south, 
and  appiuently  not  many  leagues  distant :  ^  by 
keeping  along  it  steadiastly  to  the  east,  he  must 
at  length  arrive  to  where  he  supposed  it  to  be 
severed  from  the  coast  of  Paris  by  an  interven- 
ing strait ;  and  passing  through  this,  he  shouhl 
Boon  make  his  way  to  the  Spice  Islands  and  the 
richest  parts  of  Inilia.* 

He  was  encouraged  the  more  to  persist  in  his 
eastern  course  by  information  fr^m  the  Iniiians 
that  there  were  many  places  in  that  direction 
which  abounded  with  gold.  Much  of  [he  in- 
formation which  he  gathereil  among  these  people, 
was  derived  from  an  old  man  more  intelligeui 
than  the  rest,  who  appeared  to  be  on  ancient 
navigator  of  these  seas.  Columbus  relAJned  him 
to  serve  as  a  guide  along  the  coast,  and  dis- 
missed his  comi>anions  with  many  presents. 


I  iiF  Forrai,  MsTimlc,  U 
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LeaviDg  [he  isLuid  of  Giuinaja,  he  stood  south- 
Ward]y  for  the  main-lunil,  and  aJler  Bailing  a  few 
leagues,  (hsuorereil  a  uape,  to  which  he  gave  the 
nume  of  C«xmas,  horn  its  being  coven;!)  with 
fruit  trt-eB,  so  called  by  ihe  nulives.  It  iu  at 
prvs«iit  known  as  Cape  Honduras,  lli^re,  on 
Suuduyf  the  14th  of  August,  the  Adelautado 
Uuidec!  with  the  captains  of  the  caravels  and 
Ouuiy  of  tlie  seanien,  to  attend  maas,  which  was 
peribrniKd  under  the  trees  on  the  sea-shore,  ac- 
conllag  to  the  [lious  cii«tom  of  die  admiral, 
whenever  <-ircau>stauce$  would  permit.  On  the 
17th,  the  Adelantado  again  landed  at  a  river 
nboat  Kfleen  iuile«  from  the  point,  on  the  baujc 
of  whiuh  he  dispbyed  the  banners  of  Castile, 
takiiig  possession  of  the  country  in  the  name  of 
their  Catholic  MtyeHties ;  £ron»  which  circum- 
ttMice  he  named  this  the  River  of  PoBHeH«oii,^ 
At  this  place  they  found  upwards  of  a  hun- 
Indians  assembled,  laden  with  broad  and 
!,  fish  and  fowl,  vegetables,  and  fruita  of  va- 
loa  kinds.  The»e  they  liud  down  as  presents 
jre  the  Adelaulodo  and  his  pitrty.  and  <lrew 
to  a  distance  without  s[>ealdng  a  word. 
Adtslanttwlo  dbtxibnu.<d  among  them  various 
jts.  with  which  tliey  were  well  pleased,  and 
■  next  day  in  the  same  place,  in 
numbers,  with  still  more  abundant  8U]>- 
of  provision  B. 
The  natives  of  this  neighborhood,  and  for  a 
idemble  distance  eastward,  had  higher  fore- 
ihau  those  of  the  islands.  Tiiey  were  of 
JonniRl  uf  PI4TK,  XivDtrete,  Coke,  torn,  i. 
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different  lEkuguagea,  and  varied  from  each  other 
in  their  decorations.  Some  were  entirely  naked; 
and  their  bodies  marked  hy  means  of  6re  with 
the  figures  of  various  animals.  Some  wore  cot- 
ei-ioga  ubout  the  loins ;  others  short  cotton  jer- 
kins without  Bleevos ;  some  wore  treeaes  of  hair 
ill  front.  The  chieftains  had  caps  of  white  or 
colored  cotton.  When  arrayed  for  any  festival, 
they  painted  (heir  feces  block,  or  with  stripes  of 
various  colore,  or  with  circles  roaud  the  eyes. 
The  old  Indian  guide  assured  the  admiral  that 
many  of  them  were  cannibals.  In  one  part  of 
the  coast  the  natives  had  their  ears  bored,  and 
hideously  distended ;  which  caused  the  Spaniards 
to  call  that  region  la  Coita  de  la  Oreja,  or,  "  the 
Coast  of  the  Ear."  l 

From  the  River  of  Possession,  Columbus  pro- 
ceeded along  what  is  at  present  called  the  coast 
of  Honduras,  beating  against  contrary  winds,  and 
Btru^ling  with  currents,  which  swept  from  iha 
east  like  the  constant  stream  of  a  river.  He 
often  lust  in  one  tack  what  he  had  laboriously 
gained  in  two,  frequently  making  but  two  leagoee 
in  a  day,  and  never  more  than  five.  At  night 
he  anchored  under  the  land,  through  fear  of  pro- 
ceeding along  an  unknown  coast  in  the  dark, 
but  was  often  forced  out  to  sea  by  the  vio- 
lence of  the  currents.^  In  all  tliis  time  he  ex- 
perienced tlie  same  kind  of  weather  that  had 
prevailed  on  the  coast  of  Hispaniola,  and  had  at- 
tended him  more   or  less  tor  upwards  of  sixty 
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days.  Thcra  whk,  he  tayA,  ului'Mt  kii  innwuinl, 
tempest  of  die  Uefivcun,  witli  lit-iivy  niiiin,  iiml 
SQch  thuudcr  uml  li(;Iittiiiijr,  lliiil  iL  hi'i-iik-iI  iih  if 
the  eod  of  the  wurM  wuh  ut  iuiml.  'I'licjiii-  who 
know  anyihiug  uf  tin;  dri-ii'^iiiit;  niiiiH,  iiii'l  ri^iiil- 
ing  thuuiler  of  tlie  inijiicw,  will  nut  lliink  liiit  ili-- 
Bcription  of  tbe  eUwiaii  ejujff^ijral'^l.  IJib  vi-nni'lit 
were  straiued  go  tliat  ih<rir  iu:iiitin  iijii-iiiil  ;  ihi- 
BaiU  and  rigging  wi;re  i't;itl,  afid  tin-  jiiovini'riiii 
were  damaged  liy  the  raiu  aud  \iy  l\i<:  \i-jk:i^t:. 
The  Bailure  were  eiluiii)>t»d  witli  lidwi-,  ai*d  Imi'- 
assed  witli  terror.  TLey  luauy  tiiiKrn  <*iiii>-iMtA 
their  siuis  to  tsuii  other,  aud  \irii\iiir-A  i<ir  'l<-aUj. 
"I  have  Mien  miuiy  V;ui]i^>lr."  miic  i 'ihimSiu*, 
'■bm  none  vt  vioJeut  or  of  tu-ii  Jon;;  dujutivn." 
He  al]ude>'  to  inir  wLoie  b'-ri'*  of  atoj'iiit  lijj-  uj*- 

WSrdfi  of  IW'.i  luundin.  aIIioj   1i>:  Lud  \n:t:y    I-'if'un'/J 

dtelier  ai   Smj   J>jiu1ii;;^.     Jjuring  a  ;.'.!<  M  ptui 

(rf  lhi»  tini^.  litr  W  buHei'.-'J    ■rxU'^la'rll   tloUi    Um 

gont.  a^ggrai'aied  i>v  liir  wuf^duiiiiatf'  »>■'>  aiixit^.y. 

Hit  niuest    did  nut    )ir^i*^i<   iiiiL    utUri.'in.;.'  W   liu 

dntiee :  ht  had  b  hiual  '^oii  ■>(  '.iiiuiiifi;'  </ii.- 
^nicted  (tt.  the  eteri..  irii>;ii<^  .  >:\m.  h'im;].  ujiiIiIiia 
to  fait  bed-  lie  •.'uiiic  imm>.  i;  ,<nt.-<iu-  ui><.  it.];-iu>u 

die  nalliujL'  U5    til>r  JUlli^;,        Mdl'l    tillj<:-     lii     HiK     a'.. 

iU  hi:  tiiooiiii'.  u^-  ^uk  a\ni:-iif:..iui.  Jii  M/^i-a- 
niltc:  Wmt  di'fir>s»^;  ii;i>j<i:  ii.-  ■■••.■lUi-r .  rii-  ..'<>. 
lauUMi'.'.  wiiuu.  ic  ntf'  i>~--,u'jv'  u^dj;^  in-  hiI 
to  ctiiii^   'jL  uui-   e.'.;^;.:j<:    aV.   »!i     •■*    ..'    f-«- 

faariiif:   'uTtjugW.  *:v.   i.iu    i.t    ft:     >■■'.-<.'. 
fKiaiiif:  tiia.  »:  *.  ic-'^e-  ■;  ;i^-  •>   rt-i    ^.-  .    -j*. 

l»wiil..j..    I..M.....J.-    •!,,     ,'jju     ,</;■    'i.iri.     •'«:;.  '.M. 
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oonnige  ai)d  fortitnde  of  a  veteran.  Often,  too, 
his  ihoHghta  reverted  U>  \m  aon  Diego,  and 
cares  ;uid  perploxiliea  into  whicb  hu  <lea(h  mi^t 
plunge  Ikiin.'  At  length  after  struggling  for  up-  i 
waitls  of  forty  days  since  leaving  the  Cape  of 
Hondoras,  to  make  a  distance  of  about  seren^ 
leagues,  they  arrit-ed  on  the  1 4th  of  September 
at  a  cape  where  the  coast,  making  an  angle, 
turned  directly  south,  so  as  to  give  them  an  easj 
wind  and  free  navigation.  Doubling  the  point,  '. 
tliey  swept  off  with  flowing  sails  and  hearts  filled 
with  joy ;  and  the  admiral,  to  commemorate  this 
sudden  relief  from  toil  and  peril,  gave  to  the 
cajK  the  name  of  Gracias  a  Dtoi,  or  Thaaka  to 
God.2 


■PT£K  ioabimg  Cop*  OoacbM  •  JJiut, 


la  tht  RMO  fTKM  inuiw-i 
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sent  to  procure  the  requisite  snpplie*.  As  they 
were  returoing  to  their  ships,  a  BuiJden  swelling 
of  the  sea,  rushing  iu  aud  encountering  the  rapid 
current  of  the  river,  caused  a  violent  commotiou, 
in  which  one  of  the  boats  was  swiOlowed  up,  aud 
all  on  board  perished.  This  melancholy  event 
had  a  gloomy  effect  upon  the  crews,  already 
dispirilfid  and  careworu  from  the  hardships  they 
hod  endured,  and  ColumbuR,  sliaring  their  dejec- 
tion, gave  the  stream  the  sinister  name  of  El  rio 
del  Dtaastre,  or  the  River  of  Disaster.' 

Leaving  this  unlucky  neighborhood,  they  con- 
tinued for  several  days  along  the  coast,  until 
finding  both  his  ships  and  his  people  nearly  dis- 
abled by  the  buffctings  of  the  tempests,  Columbus, 
on  the  25th  of  September,  cast  anchor  between 
a  small  island  and  the  main-laud,  in  what  appeort^ 
a  commodious  and  delightful  situation.  The  isl- 
and WU9  covered  with  groves  of  palm-trees,  co- 
coa-nut trees,  bananas,  aud  a  delicate  and  fnigraut 
fruit,  which  the  admiral  continually  mistook  for  the 
mirabolane  of  the  East  Indies.  The  fruits  and 
flowers,  aud  odoriferous  shrubs  of  the  ishiud  sent 
forth  grateful  perfumes,  so  that  Columbus  gave  it 
lite  name  of  La  Huerto,  or  The  Garden.  It  was 
called  by  the  natives  Quiribiri.  Immediately  op- 
posite, at  a  short  league's  distance,  was  an  Indian 
village,  named  Cariari,  situated  on  tlie  \m^k  of  a 
beautifiil  river.  The  country  around  was  fresh 
and  verdant,  finely  diversified  by  noble  liills  and 
forests,  with  trees  of  such  height  tliut  Las  Casas 
says  they  appeared  to  reach  the  skies. 

Ui>l.  liel  AJuiininle,  cap.  BL 
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WLen  the  inhabitanla  buhelii  t)io  ship*,  tliity 
gallierecl  together  on  tlie  (.■oiwt.  anntil  with  Ihiwr 
and  arrows,  war-clubs  mnl  lunctj*.  auti  preimrwl 
to  defeDfl  iheir  shores.  I'ho  S|>aiiianls.  tioiTDvor, 
nuide  no  attempt  to  Unci  during  that  or  tlm  »oc- 
ceeding  day.  but  remaiiiul  i|iMt!lIy  cm  XhmxA  ik- 
pairing  tlie  ships,  airing  and  drying  the  duniniced 
proyieioDs,  or  reposing  fVoia  tlio  fnli^m  of  tho 
vojBge.  When  the  Mvages  pcnvivcrl  tlint  tlii-no 
VDnderfiil  beings,  who  liud  arrived  in  thin  Hlraiigit 
manner  on  their  coast,  were  perfectly  paijftr,  and 
made  no  movement  to  niol>?i<t  ibcni,  th^ir  ho»tility 
eeased,  and  curiosity  pmlominatct  Tli^y  niade 
varioiu  padfic  signals,  wnring  thiiir  nuuitJi*  like 
bannen,  and  inviting  iht-  Sponinnla  Ui  laud. 
Growing  flcill  more  bold  ihirv  nwiim  to  tin-  tliipc, 
bringing  off  mantle*  himI  lunii»  of  mtUin,  and 
omatoenlt  of  the  inferior  lurrt  of  goUl  'sIImI 
guaiiin,  vliith  lUey  won-  a)i<>ul  lltcir  UHtiu. 
These  ihey  ofTerHd  to  tlie  S|>uitaHa.  The  ad- 
miral, bowvnr,  forbade  all  tnltir,  nMddqg  f 
presents,  hat  taking  nothing  in  i.-i/^ua  _ 
to  iB^mas  dm  wUi  a  bviinliiF  Uta  of  (fan  U^ 
enlity  and  dSMlenuabsM  rjf  ike  wiAm  nken. 
Hw  (ride  of  ^  Mvagc*  <*:m  VMdmd  ■(  Or  n>> 
AmI  «f  Aht  ppitfiTMl  pftk  and  tlifa  B«fifMw«l 
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Finding  the  Btxangers  still  declined  U»  o 
shore,  tie  natives  tried  in  every  way  to  gaiii  tlteir 
oonlideuce,  and  dispel  the  distrust  which  their 
hostile  demonstmtiDns  might  have  caused.  A 
boat  approaching  the  shore  cjiutiously  one  day.  in 
quest  of  Eome  safe  pluce  to  procure  water,  ao 
ancieut  Indian,  of  venerahle  demeanor,  issued 
from  among  the  trees,  l)earing  a  white  banner  on 
the  end  of  a  staff,  and  leading  two  ^rls,  one 
about  fourteen  years  of  age  the  other  about  ei^t. 
having  jewels  of  guanin  about  their  necks.  These 
he  brought  to  the  bout  and  delivered  to  the 
Spaniards,  ma^g  signs  that  they  were  to  be  de- 
ttuned  OS  hostages  while  the  strangers  should  be 
OQ  shore.  Upon  this  the  Spaniards  sallied  forth 
with  confidence  and  filled  their  water-casks,  the 
Indians  remaining  at  a  distance,  and  observing 
the  strictest  care,  neither  by  word  nor  movement 
to  cause  any  new  distrust  When  Ihe  boats 
were  about  to  return  to  the  ships,  the  old  Indian 
made  eigns  that  the  young  girls  should  be  taken 
on  hoard,  nor  would  he  admit  of  any  deniaL 
On  entering  the  sliips  the  girls  showed  no  »gii3 
of  grief  or  alarm,  though  surrounded  by  what 
to  them  must  have  been  uncouth  and  formidable 
beings.  Columbus  was  careful  that  the  confi- 
dence thus  placed  in  him  should  not  be  abused. 
AAer  feasting  the  young  females,  and  ordering 
them  to  be  clothed  and  adorned  w'  ' 
ornaments,  he  sent,  them  on  shore.  The  night, 
however,  had  fallen,  and  the  coast  wo«  deserted. 
They  had  to  return  to  the  ship,  where  they  re- 
mained all   night  under    the    careful    protection 
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of  the  lufamral.     The  aexi  mDmiiig  be  restored 
them  h>  their  friends.     The  old  Iiidiuu  rMvivi-d 


J,  aad  maaifested  i 


gnitt'liil   Ben  He 
experiaiiMMl. 


1^  the  kind  treatment  they  had 
In  the  eyeiuDg,  however,  when  ibe  boatk  wciit 
on  efaorv,  the  jroung  girls  appeared,  accom|iiuii«(J 
hj  a  mnltitode  of  their  friends,  and  rctameil  idl 
the  presents  they  had  received,  nor  cnold  they  he 
prevailed  upon  to  retain  any  of  them,  (dtknugb 
they  most  have  been  pradoua  id  tbetr  eyes;  lo 
greatly  was  the  pride  of  these  MVagea  piqued  at 
having  their  giAa  reAiaed. 

On  the  following  day.  m  iIw  Addantado  ■{>■ 
proadked  the  shore,  two  of  the  prindji*!  utkaJdr 
lanta,  efiieriug  the  water,  took  him  oat  tiS  iIm 
boat  in  their  txras.  aod  canying  faim  lo  hoA, 
seated  hiiii  with  great  cerRnony  tm  a  fci— j  imnk. 
Don  BaithcdoBtew  endeanrad  to  «dl«C  ■nfanatt' 
lioa  from  than  nsptttin^  (fae  iMHiUjf  aod  or- 
dered the  aat»rj  at  ike  aqnadrao  to  wnbe  dnwB 
thdr  r^£e*.  The  laHer  in— nrliiwly  prpporoi 
pen,  ink,  and  paper,  aad  pmeeeded  to  write ;  bat 
no  aocoerifii  tkc  ladbna  bt^eUlhii  Mna^  vad 
I  it  for  tone 
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The  sailors  looked  upon  these  coonler-cbiiniia 
of  the  Indians  with  equal  diBtrust,  and  appre- 
heuded  MimethiDg  of  magic ;  aay,  Fernando  Co- 
lumbus, who  was  preseni,  and  records  the  scenes 
appears  to  doubt  whether  these  Indians  were 
uot  vereed  in  sorceiy,  and  thus  led  to  suspect  il 
in  otliers.^ 

Indeed,  not  to  conceal  a  foible,  which  was 
more  characteriHtic  of  the  superstition  of  the  age 
than  of  the  man,  Columbut*  himself  entertained 
an  idea  of  the  kind,  and  assnreB  the  Bover^gns, 
in  his  letter  from  Jamaica,  that  the  people  of 
Oiriari  and  its  vicinity  are  great  enctiaiilers  ;  and 
he  intimates  that  the  two  ludiuu  girls  tdio  had 
visited  his  ship,  bad  magic  powder  concealed  abont 
their  persons.  He  adds,  that  the  sitilors  attrib- 
uted all  the  delays  and  hardsliips  esperienoed  on 
that  coast  to '  tlieir  being  under  the  influence  of 
some  evil  spell,  worked  by  the  witchcraft  of  the 
natives,  and  that  they  still  remained  in  that  be- 
lief.s 

1  Hint,  del  -Almiranle,  cap.  91- 

1  Letter  from  Jiiniaica. 

Note.  —  We  finil  inalsncx  of  iho  nsine  kind  of  supr mtition 
ill  the  work  of  Marco  Polo,  and  u  Columbiu  i:otiridfred  him- 
aelf  in  Ihg  vicinity  of  the  couatriiu  ducritxd  by  ttiat  Usr- 
ell«r,  tie  may  bare  been  influenced  in  this  raipect  by  hia  sar- 
nlions.  Speaking  of  the  iiland  of  Soccolera  (Socotn),  Btarco 
Polo  obserrei;  "The  iahabitanli  deal  more  in  lonei;'  sod 
witchcraft  Uum  anj  other  people,  alUwogh  rnrbidden  bf  lb«ir 
■rchbinhop,  who  OEiwmniunicalea  and  uuthcmBliics  tfaeia 
(br  the  sin.  Of  this,  however,  they  make  llllle  account,  aod 
if  any  vctuct  lirlonging  [oapiralc  should  injure  ons  of  IbriiB, 
they  do  not  fall  lo  lay  bim  under  a  ipell,  so  Ibat  be  i 
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For  Heveral  days  tUe  squadrou   remained    at 


I  which  t 
amined  and  repaired,  and  the  c 


i  enjoyed  i 


I 


pose  itiid  the  recreation  of  the  laud.  The  Ade- 
lantado,  with  a  baud  of  armed  men,  made  e\eur- 
tdoDfi  on  ehore  to  collect  iuformatiou.  There  was 
no  pure  gold  to  be  met  with  here,  all  their  orna- 
ments were  of  guanin ;  but  the  natives  assured 
the  Adelantado,  that,  in  proceeding  along  the 
coast,  the  ships  would  soon  arrive  at  a  country 
where  gold  was  in  great  abuudauce. 

In  examining  one  of  the  villages,  the  Adelan- 
tado found,  in  a  large  house,  several  sepulelires. 
One  contained  a  human  body  embalmed :  in  an- 
other, there  were  two  bodies  wrapped  in  cotton, 
and  80  preserved  aa  to  be  free  from  any  disagree- 
able odor.  They  were  adorued  with  the  orua- 
mentfi  most  precious  to  ihcro  when  living ;  and 
the  sepulchres  were  decorated  with  rude  carvings 
and  paintings  representing  various  animals,  and 
flometimeB  what  appeared  to  be  intended  for  por- 
traits of  the  deceased.'  Throughout  most  of  the 
savage  tribes,  there  appears  to  have  been  great 
for  the  dead,  and  an  anxiety  to  pre- 
:  their  remains  undisturbed. 


proMed  on  hli  cruiae  until  1 
damige;  and  even  altbaogh  he  abauld  bj 
iag  Hind,  they  bive  Ibe  pover  of  ciuBin. 
thvnby  obliging  him,  Id  Bplte  of  hiinaelf, 


e  utisfaction  for  the 
a  fair  and  lead- 
to  change,  and 
'Fturn  to  the  ial- 

aiid  ol  their  will  can  raiu  tempests,  occasion  Bhipwreeka,  and 
piuduce  many  other  extraordinary  eSlKIa  that  need  not  be 
)iBrticiiLir1»d.  —  Marco  Polo,  book  iiL  cap.  36,  Eiig.  traosla- 
tion  hf  W.  Manden. 
1  Lis  Cms,  lib.  ii.  cap.  SI.    Hist,  del  Alminnte,  cap.  SI. 
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WheD  about  to  sail,  Columbus  seized  eeven  of 
the  people,  two  of  whom,  apparenliy  the  most  ' 
inteUtgent,  he  Delected  to  serve  as  guides ;  the 
rest  he  suffered  to  depart.  His  late  guide  tie 
had  dismissed  with  presents  at  Cape  Grocias  a 
Dios.  The  inhabitaats  of  Cariari  mauifesied 
uuuGUal  eensibility  at  the  seizure  of  their  coun- 
trymen. They  thronged  to  the  shore,  and  sent 
off  four  of  tLeir  prindpal  men  with  presenla  to 
the  ships,  imploring  the  release  of  the  prisonen. 

The  admiral  assured  them  that  he  only  took 
their  companions  as  guides,  for  &  short  distance 
along  tlie  coast,  and  would  restore  them  soon  in 
safety  to  their  homes.  He  ordered  varioos  pree- 
ents  to  be  given  to  the  ambassadors ;  but  neiUier 
his  promises  nor  gifts  could  soothe  the  grief  and 
apprehension  of  the  nativea  at  beholding  their 
friendii  carried  awtiy  by  beings  of  whom  they  had 
aooh  mysterious  apprebeu 


|N  [he  5tli  of  October,  the  squadron  de- 
parted from  Carisri,  and  sailed  along 
what  is  at  present  called  Coslu  Rica  (or 
Rich  Coast),  from  the  gold  and  silver  mines 
jbnnd  in  afWr  jeara  among  its  mountains.  Ait«r 
.■oiling  about  twenty-two  leagues,  the  ships  an- 
(^ored  in  a  great  bay.  about  six  leagues  in  leugth 
and  three  in  breadth,  full  of  islands,  with  chan- 
Opening  between  them,  so  as  to  present 
fliiee  or  four  enti'ances.  It  was  called  by  the 
natives  Coribaro.^  and  had  been  pointed  out  by 
the  natives  uf  Cariari  as  plentiful  Id  gold- 

The  islands  were  Ijeautifully  verdant,  covered 
frith  groves,  and  sent  forth  fragrance  of  fruits 
md  flowers.  The  channeU  between  them  were 
•0  deep  and  free  frvm  rocks  that  the  ships  sailed 
aloDg  them,  as  if  in  canals  in  the  streets  of  a  city, 


I  umF  Engli^ti  maps  this  bi 
Ciraibaco  Bur-  The  cliuiiid  h> 
la  Mill  called  Boca  del  Almiiuile, 


Is  called  Aimiraate,  or 
fhich  Cnliimhm  entered 
.1  lb.1)  »ouLh  of  (ha  Ad- 
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the  spars  and  rig^g  bnishing  the  nverlianging 
branches  of  the  tru«8.  After  ftuuboring,  the 
boala  landed  on  one  of  the  islands,  where  they 
foDiid  twenty  canoes.  The  people  were  on  shore 
among  tiie  trees.  Being  encoui-aged  bj  the  Id- 
ilians  of  Cariori,  who  accompanied  the  Spaaiarde. 
they  soon  advanced  with  confidence.  Here,  fin- 
the  tirst  time  on  thia  coaAt,  the  Spaniards  met, 
with  Bpcdmens  of  pure  gold ;  Uie  natives  wear~ 
ing  large  plates  of  it  suspended  round  their  nedu 
by  cotton  cords  ;  they  had  ornaments  likewise  of 
gnanin,  rudely  shaped  like  eagles.  One  of  ihfon 
exdianged  a  plate  of  gold,  e<(ual  in  value  to  tea 
ducuts,  for  three  hnwks'-bells.' 

On  the  tbilowing  day  the  boats  proceeded  to 
the  main-land  at  the  bottom  of  the  bay.  The 
country  around  was  high  and  rough,  and  the  vil- 
lages were  generally  perched  on  the  heights. 
They  met  with  ten  couoea  of  Indium,  their  heads 
decorated  with  garlands  of  flowers,  and  ooroneta 
formed  of  the  claws  of  beasts  and  the  quills  of 
birds  i  moat  of  them  hod  plates  ^  of  gold  about 
their  necka,  but  refused  to  part  with  them.  The 
Spaniards  brought  two  of  them  to  the  admiral 
to  serve  as  guides.  One  bad  a  plate  of  pure 
gold  worth  fourteen  ducaU,  anuthtr  an  eagle 
wortli  twenty-two  ducats.  Seeing  the  great  value 
wluch  the  strangers  set  upon  this  metal,  they  as- 
sured them  it  was  to  be  had  in  abundance  within 
a  distance  of  two  ilays'  journey  ;  and  mentioned 
TarioQs  places  along  the  coast,  whence  it  was  pro- 


it  .Mar 


1.  i. 
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cured,  piirliculjirly   Veragua,    which   ■ 
twi^nly-five  leaguea  distant.' 

ThB  cupidity  of  the  Spunianls  was  gwatly  ex- 
cited, Olid  they  would  gladly  have  remained  to 
barter,  but  the  admiral  diacouragul  all  dispositiou 
of  the  kiud.  He  biirely  sought  to  collect  Bpeti- 
meus  and  information  of  the  riches  of  the  couu- 
try,  and  theu  presiied  forward  in  qutst  of  the 
great   object    of  his    enterprise,    the    imaginary 

Sailing  on  the  17th  of  Octotier,  &om  this  buy, 
or  rather  gulf,  be  began  to  coast  this  legion  of 
niputed  nvolth,  aince  called  llie  coast  of  Yerugiia  g 
and  alier  sailing  about  twelve  leagues,  arrived  at 
a  large  river,  whicli  his  son  Fernando  calls  the 
Guaig.  Here,  on  the  boats  Iseing  sent  to  land, 
About  two  hundred  Indians  appeare<l  on  xhore, 
armed  with  clubs,  lances,  and  awords  of  palm- 
wood.  The  forests  echoed  with  tlie  sound  of 
wooden  drums,  and  the  blast  of  concha  (shells), 
their  usual  war  signals.  They  rushed  into  the 
sea  up  lo  their  wiuste,  brandishing  their  weaiKins, 
and  splashing  the  water  at  tbe  Spaniards  in 
token  of  detiance ;  bat  were  soon  pacified  by 
gentle  ugns,  nud  the  intervention  of  the  inter- 
preters ;  aod  willingly  bartered  away  Uicir  or- 
naments, giving  seveuleeo  plates  of  gold,  worth 
one  hundred  and  dfly  ducats,  for  a  few  toys  and 

When  the  Spaniards  returned  the  next  day  to 
renew  their  traffic,  they  found  the  Indians  n:- 
hi[»ed  into  hostility,  sounding   their  drums  und 

1  Colambu'a  Letlor  from  Jamuci. 
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shells,  and  rushing  forward  U>  aUack  tlie  boats. 
An  arrow  &um  thti  cross-bow,  wliit^  wootided 
one  of  ihem  iu  the  arm,  checked  tbeir  fury,  and 
on  the  diziuharge  of  a  caiiuuu  the;  fled  with  ler- 
Vor.  Four  of  the  Spaniards  sprang  on  shore, 
pursning  and  calling  afler  them.  They  threw 
down  their  weapotts,  and  came,  awe-struck  and 
gentle  as  lambs,  bringing  three  plut^  of  gold, 
and  meekly  and  tbankiiilly  r^ceiying  whatever 
was  given   in   exchange. 

Coutinuing  along  the  coast,  the  admiral  an- 
chored iu  the  mouth  of  another  river,  called  the 
Caliba.  Here,  likewise,  the  sound  of  drums  and 
conchs  from  among  the  forests,  gave  notice  that 
the  warriors  were  assembling.  A  canoe  sooD 
came  oS*  with  two  Indians,  who,  afler  exchanging 
a  few  words  with  the  interpreters,  entered  the 
admiral's  ship  with  fearless  confidence ;  and  be- 
ing satisfied  of  the  friendly  iuteulions  of  the 
strangers,  returned  to  their  cacique  with  a  favor- 
able report.  The  boats  lauded,  and  the  Span* 
iards  were  kindly  received  by  the  cadque.  He 
was  naked  like  his  subjects,  nor  ilistinguiahed  in 
any  way  from  them,  except  by  the  great  defer- 
ence with  which  he  was  treated,  and  by  a  trifling 
attention  paid  to  his  personal  comfort/ being  pro- 
tected from  a  shower  of  rain  by  ou  immense  leaf 
of  a  tree.  He  bad  a  large  plate  of  gold,  whidi 
he  readily  gave  in  exchang;e,  and  permitted  his 
people  to  do  the  same.  Nineteen  plates  of  pure 
gold  were  procured  at  this  place.  Here,  for  the 
firttt  time  in  the  New  World,  the  Spimiank  met 
with  signs  of  solid  architecture ;  finding  a  great 
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niasB  of  stncco,  formed  of  stone  and  lime,  a  piece 
of  which  was  retained  hy  the  adminil  ns  a  sped- 
men,*  considering  it  an  indication  of  his  approach 
to  the  countries  where  the  arta  were  in  a.  higher 
stale  of  cnltivation. 

He  had  intended  to  visit  other  rivers  along 
this  coast,  but  the  wind  coming  on  lo  blow 
freshly,  he  ran  before  it.  passing  in  sight  of  five 
towns,  where  his  interpreters  assured  him  he 
might  procure  great  qua&tjtjes  of  gold.  One 
they  pointed  out  as  Veragua,  which  has  since 
given  its  name  to  the  whole  province.  Here, 
they  said,  were  the  richest  mines,  and  here  most 
of  the  plates  of  gold  were  &bricated.  On  the 
following  day,  they  arrived  opposite  a  village 
caUed  Cubiga,  and  here  Columbus  was  informed 
that  the  country  of  gold  terminated.'  He  re- 
solved not  to  return  to  explore  it,  considering  it 
as  discovered,  and  its  mines  secured  to  the  crown, 
and  being  anxdons  to  arrive  at  the  supposed  strwt, 
which  he  flattered  himself  could  he  at  no  great 
distance. 

In  fact,  daring  his  whole  voyage  along  the 
coast,  he  had  been  imder  the  influence  of  one  of 
his  frequent  delnsions.  From  the  Indians  met 
with  at  tb»  island  of  Guanaja,  Just  arrived  from 
Yucatan,  he  had  received  accounts  of  some  great, 
and  as  far  as  he  could  understand,  civilized  na- 
tion in  the  interior.  This  intimation  had  been 
corroborated,  as  he  imagined,  by  the  various 
tribes  with  which  he  had   since   communicated. 


1.  dl^l  A 


cap.  92. 
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In  a  subsequeut  letter  to  tiie  sovereigns,  he  in- 
fbrms  them  tliut  uU  llie  ludiuns  of  that  coast 
concurred  id  eilolliiig  tlio  magniliceiice  of  the 
country  of  Ciguare,  Bituated  at  ten  days'  journey, 
by  land,  to  the  west.  The  people  of  that  region 
wore  crowDH,  aud  bracelets,  and  anklets  of  gold, 
and  gajTiients  embroidered  with  it.  They  used  it 
fur  all  their  domestic  purpoEes,  even  tu  the  oma- 
meuling  and  embossing  of  their  seata  and  tables. 
On  lietng  nhuwii  coral,  the  Indians  declared  thai 
the  women  of  Ciguare  wore  bands  of  it  about 
their  heads  and  necks.  Pepper  aud  other  spices, 
being  shown  them,  were  equally  said  to  abound 
there.  They  described  it  as  a  country  of  com- 
merce, with  great  fairs  and  seaports,  in  which 
ships  arrived  armed  wJtli  amnon.  The  people 
wei-e  warlike,  also,  armed  like  the  Spaniards  with 
swords,  bucklers,  cuirasses,  and  cross-bows,  and 
they  mounted  on  horses.  Above  al],  Columbus 
understood  from  them  that  the  sea  continued 
round  to  Ciguare,  and  that  ten  days  beyond  it 
was  the  Ganges. 

These  may  have  been  vague  and  wandering 
rumors  concerning  the  distant  kingdoms  of  Mex- 
ico and  Peru,  and  many  of  the  details  may  have 
been  filled  up  by  the  ima^uatioD  of  Columbus. 
They  made,  however,  a  strong  impression  on  lug 
mind.  He  supposed  that  Ciguare  must  be  some 
province  belonging  to  the  Gruud  Khan,  or  some 
other  eastern  pott^itate,  and,  us  the  sea  reached 
it,  he  concluded  it  was  on  the  opposite  ude  of  a 
peninsula:  bearing  the  same  position  witli  re- 
spect to  Veragna  that  Fontarabia  does  with  Tor- 
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toea  in  Spftin,  or  Pisa  witli  Venice  iii  Italy.  By 
proceeding  further  eastward,  therefore,  he  must 
HOOD  arriTe  aX,  a  Btrait,  like  that  of  Gibraltar, 
through  which  he  could  pass  into  another  bco, 
and  visit  this  country  of  Ciguare,  and,  of  course, 
arrive  at  the  hanks  of  the  Ganges.  He  ac- 
counted for  the  circumstance  of  his  having  arrived 
so  near  that  river,  by  the  idea  which  he  had  long 
entertained,  that  geographers  were  mistaken  oa 
to  the  circumference  of  the  globe ;  tliat  it  waa 
snuiUer  than  was  generally  imagined,  and  that 
a  degree  of  the  equinoctial  line  was  but  fifty-sis 
miles  and  two  thirds.' 

With  these  ideas  Columbus  detenmned  to 
press  forward,  leaving  the  rich  country  of  Vera- 
gua  unexplored.  Nothing  could  evince  more 
dearly  his  generous  amhition,  than  harrying  in 
this  brief  manner  along  a  coast  where  wealth 
waa  to  he  gathered  at  every  step,  for  the  purpose 
of  seeking  a  strait  which,  however  it  might  pro- 
duce vast  henelit  to  mankind,  could  yield  little 
else  to  himself  than  the  glory  of  the  discovery. 


CHAPTER  V. 


[1502.] 

j^SSHN  the  2il  of  November,  the  Bquadron 
l^idn  HiK.'horei]  in  a  spacious  acd  oominocli- 
^^^  ous  liarbor,  wht^re  the  vessels  coiild  a]>- 
proach  close  to  the  shore  without  danger.  It 
was  siirroimded  by  an  elevated  country ;  open 
and  cultivated,  with  houses  within  bowshot  of 
each  other,  surrounded  by  fmit^treea,  groves  of 
palms,  and  fields  producing  niaize,  vegetable*, 
and  the  delicious  pine-apple,  so  that  the  whole 
neighborhood  had  the  mu)gled  appearance  of 
orchard  and  garden.  Columbus  was  so  pleased 
with  the  excellence  of  the  harbor,  and  the  sweet- 
ness of  the  surrounding  country,  that  be  gave  it 
the  name  of  Puerto  Bello.*  It  is  one  of  the 
few  places  along  this  coast  which  retain  the  ap- 
pellation given  by  the  illustrious  discoverer.  It 
is  to  be  regretted  that  they  have  so  generally 
been  discoaUnued,  as  they  were  so  often  records 
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of  his  feeliugs,  and  of  circumstaneeH  attending  the 
discovery. 

For  seven  days  they  were  detained  in  this 
port  by  heavy  rain  and  stormy  weather.  The 
natives  repaired  from  all  quarters  in  canoes, 
bringing  &iiits  and  vegetables,  and  kills  of  col- 
ton,  but  tiiere  was  no  longer  gold  offered  in 
traffic.  The  cacique,  and  seven  of  hia  prinejpal 
i!hieftaina,  hod  small  plates  of  gold  hanging  in 
their  noses,  but  the  rest  of  the  natives  appear  to 
have  been  destitute  of  all  ornaments  of  the  kind. 
They  were  generally  naked,  and  painted  red  ;  t!ie 
cacique  alone  was  painted  hlack.^ 

Sailing  hence  on  the  9th  of  November,  they 
proceeded  eight  leagues  to  the  eastward,  to  the 
point  since  known  as  Nombre  do  Dios ;  but  be- 
ing driven  back  for  some  distance,  they  anchored 
in  a  harbor  in  the  vicinity  of  three  small  islands. 
These,  with  the  adjacent  country  of  tlie  main- 
land, were  cultivated  with  fields  of  Indian  com, 
and  various  fruits  and  vegetables,  whence  Colum- 
bus called  the  harbor  Puerto  de  Bastimentos,  or 
Port  of  Provisions,  Here  they  remained  until 
the  23d,  endeavoring  lo  repair  their  vessels, 
which  leaked  eicessively.  They  were  pierced 
in  all  parts  by  the  teredo  or  worm  which  abounds 
in  the  tropical  seas.  It  is  of  the  ^ze  of  a  man's 
finger,  and  bores  through  the  stoutest  planks  and 
timbers,  so  as  soon  to  destroy  any  vessel  that  is 
not  well  coppered.  After  leaving  this  port,  they 
touched  at  another  called  Gniga,  where  above 
three  hundred  of  the  natives  appeared  on  the 
■  Petu  Mutyi,  dectd.  iii.  lib.  Iv. 
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■hore,  some  with  proviuons,  and  some  with 
golikn  oniamenU,  which  they  offered  in  barter. 
Without  making  any  stay,  however,  the  admiral 
nrged  liis  way  forward ;  bat  rough  and  adrers6 
winds  again  nblig^  him  to  take  shelter  in  a 
smaU  port,  with  a  narrow  eiitmnL-e,  not  abore 
twenty  pares  wide,  beset  on  each  side  with  reefs 
of  rocks,  the  sliarp  point*  of  whicli  rose  above 
the  BHrtlice.  Within,  there  was  not  room  for 
more  than  fire  or  sis  ehipa  ;  yet  the  port  was  so 
deep,  that  they  bad  no  good  anchorage,  imlesa 
they  approached  near  enough  to  the  land  for  a 
man  to  leap  on  shore. 

From  the  smallueaa  of  tbe  harbor,  Columbus 
gave  it  the  name  of  El  Jielrete,  or.  The  Cabinet. 
He  had  been  lietrayed  tutu  this  inconvenient  and 
dangerous  port  by  the  misrepresentations  of  the 
seamen  sent  to  esamme  it,  who  were  always 
e^ier  to  come  to  anchor,  and  have  commuuicslran 
with  the  shore.l 

The  adjacent  country  was  level  and  verdant, 
covered  with  herbage,  but  with  few  trees.  The 
port  was  infested  with  aUigators,  which  basked 
in  the  simshine  on  the  beach,  filling  the  air  with 
a  powerfiil  and  musky  odor.  They  were  dmor- 
ous,  anit  fled  on  being  attacked,  but  the  Indians 
affirmed  that  if  they  found  a  man  sleeping  on  the 
shore,  they  would  seize  and  drag  him  into  the 
water.  These  alligators  Columbus  pronounced 
to  lie  the  same  as  the  crocodiles  of  the  Nile. 
For  nine  days  the  squadron  was  detained  in  this 
port  by  tempestuous  weather.     The  natives  of 

1  Lu  CoHU,  lib,  u.  cap.  33.    Hlit.  dal  Almiranle,  cap.  03. 
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is  place  were  tall,  well  proiwitioned,  nnd  gnu.*- 
Cil;  of  ^utlc  itud  frieudl}^  mutuierit,  and  hruught 
■whatever  they  posstessed  to  escLange  for  Euro- 
.,  jiean  triakets. 

As  long  as  tbe  adraiml  bad  contnil  over  the 

iona  of  liis  people,  the  LidiaoB  were  treated 

pith  justice  and  kiudness.  aad  everything  went 

I  amicably.     The  vicinity  of  tlie  ships  to  laud, 

Uuwever,  enabled  the  seamen  to  get  on  shore  in 

Ki|he  nJgUt  without  license.     The  natives  retfived 

'  1  their    dwellings  with   their    accustomed 

QspUality  ;  but  the  rough  adventurers,  mstigated 

6  and  lust,  soon  committed  eieeases  that 

goosed  their  generouB  hosts  to  revenge.     Every 

there  were    brawls   and    fights  on    sliore, 

Bid  blood  naa  shed  on  both  side^.     The  u  amber 

F  the  Indians  daily  augmented  by  arrivals  from 

)  interior.     Thej  became  more  powerful  and 

(  they  became  more  exasperated  ;    and 

Being  that  the  vessels  lay  close  Co  the  shore,  ap- 

^prooched  in  a  great  multitude  to  attack  them. 

The  admiral  thought  at  first  to  disperse  them 

by    dischHrging   cannon   without    boll,  but    they 

were  not  intimidated  by  the  sound,  regardmg  it  as 

a.  kind  of  harmless  thunder.    They  rephed  to  it  by 

yells  and  bowlings,  beating  their  lances  and  dubs 

against  tlie  trees  and  bushes  in  furious  menace. 

The  situation  of  the  sliips  so  close  to  the  shcire 

exposed  them  to  assaults,  and  made  the  hostility 

of  the  natives  unusually  formidLible.     (.Vilumbus 

orflered  a  shot  or  two,  therefore,  to  be  discharged 

among  them.     Wlieii  they  saw  the  havoc  made, 
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they  fleil  in  terror,  and  oSerod  no  liirthcr  Lostil- 
ilj.' 

The  coudnuiuice  of  stormy  winds  from  tlu 
east  nnd  north-east,  in  addiUon  to  tlie  conatsnt 
op]>ositiou  of  the  ourrents,  diaheartened  the  com- 
paaiuuB  of  Columbus,  and  they  began  to  murmiir 
against  any  ftirther  prosecution  of  tlie  voyage. 
The  seamen  thought  that  some  hostile  spell  wm 
operating,  und  the  commanders  remouHtnt^d 
ugttbat  att^aipting  to  force  their  way  in  spite  of 
the  eleuients,  nith  ships  crazed  and  wonn-eaten, 
and  continually  in  need  of  rep^r.  Few  of  hia 
uompanions  could  aympatliize  with  Columbus  in 
his  zmil  ibr  mere  discovery.  They  were  actuated 
by  more  gaintiil  motives,  and  looked  Imck  with 
regret  on  the  rit^  coast  they  had  left  beliind.  to 
go  in  search  of  nn  imaginary  strait.  It  is  prob- 
able that  Cotumbos  himself  began  to  doabl  the 
object  of  his  enterpriae.  If  he  knew  the  detaHa 
of  the  recent  voyage  of  Kastides.  he  must  have 
been  aware  that  he  had  arrived  from  an  opposite 
quarter  to  about  the  place  where  the  navigaloi'a 
exploring  voyage  from  the  east  had  terminated  ; 
consequently  that  there  was  but  little  probaHIitj 
of  the  existence  of  the  strait  he  had  imagined.' 

^  Ltf,  Catu,  lib.  1i.  up.  23.     Hiit.  :lel.  Almiraute,  up.  92. 

3  I<  *[>|iems  doubtful  vhethor  Columbui  wu  aoiiuunted 
•rilh  ihs  exact  particulars  of  thit  vo.vigi,  u  Xhey  conld 
Ksrcely  Iiivi  reached  Spain  pisTiously  In  hi>  aailing.  B»a- 
tidsB  tiad  been  seized  in  KiapamioU  by  Babadilln,  *iid  vu  on 
tKiard  of  tbat  very  fleet  whicb  was  wrecked  it  Ihc  tiin«  llmt 
Columbus  arrived  ofl'  San  Domingo.  lie  esuaped  th«  hM 
Ihst  all«iided  matt  of  bis  compinioni,  and  relnraed  to  Spain, 
whcie  be  ytui  tewerded  by  the  sovereigna  for  his  coteipriBe. 
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At  nil  events,  he  determiiied  to  relinquJah  tbe 
further  proseeation  of  his  voyage  eastward  for 
the  present,  and  tu  return  to  the  coast  of  Vera- 
gua,  to  search  for  those  mines  of  which  he  had 
heitrd  so  much,  fmd  seen  so  many  uHications. 
Shoald  they  prove  equitl  to  his  hopes,  he  would 
have  whoresvithal  to  return  to  Spam  in  triumph, 
and  Bil«nc«  the  reproaches  of  hia  enemies,  even 
though  he  should  fail  in  the  leading  object  of  his 
expedition. 

Here,  then,  ended  the  lofty  anticiimtions  which 
had  elevated  Columbus  alxive  all  mercenary  iu- 
terests ;  which  had  made  liim  reganltoes  of  liard- 
shipg  and  perils,  nud  ^ven  on  heroic  character  to 
the  early  port  of  this  voyage.  It  is  true,  he  bad 
been  in  pursuit  of  a  mere  chimera,  hut  it  was 
the  chimera  of  a  Eplendid  imagination,  and  a  pen- 
etrating judgment  If  he  was  disappointed  in  his 
expectations  of  finding  a  strait  through  the  Isth- 
mus of  Darieu,  it  was  because  Nature  herself  had 
been  disappointed,  for  she  appears  to  have  at- 
tempted to  make  one,  bat  to  have  attempted  In 


Thongfa  M>me  if  his  Munso  hid  rench 

vayigt,  il  ia  daublAil  whether  he  had  i 
uid  ebuta.    Pinrma,  in  binjoanial  ofthr 


td  Spain  previous  In 
L  igeiieral  ideft  iif  tlie 
-luumiltsd  hia  pipcn 
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Kimas  TO  VERAODA.  — THB  ADEHNTADO  SXPLOH^ 


[1502.] 

^jgg^N  the  5th  of  December,  Columbus  aaOed 
1^^  1  &om  £1  Retretc,  and  reluiquUluug  Iub 
K^gff  course  to  tbe  east,  returned  westward, 
in  search  of  ihe  gold  mines  of  Veragua.  On  the 
aame  evening  be  anchored  in  Puerto  Bello,  about 
ten  leagues  distant:  whence  departing  on  tbe  sno- 
ceeding  day,  the  wind  suddenly  veered  to  tbe  west, 
and  began  to  blow  directly  adverse  to  the  new 
coarse  he  had  adopted.  For  three  months  he  had 
been  longing  iu  vain  for  such  a  wind,  and  now 
it  came  merely  to  contradict  him.  Here  was  a 
temptation  to  resume  his  route  to  the  east,  but  he 
did  not  dare  trust  to  the  condnuance  of  the  wind, 
which,  in  these  parts,  appeared  but  seldom  to  blow 
from  that  quarter.  He  resolved,  therefore,  to 
keep  on  in  tiie  present  direction,  trusting  that  the 
breeze  would  soon  change  again  to  the  eastward. 
Iu  a  little  while  the  wind  began  to  blow  with 
dreadful  violence,  and  to  shiil  about,  in  such  man- 
ner as  to  liaffle  all  seamanship.     Unable  to  reach 


I 

I 


LIFE  AND    VOYAGES  OF    COIDMBCS.    389 

Verugna,  the  flliips  wore  obliged  (o  put  budc  to 
Puerto  Bello,  and  when  tliey  would  liave  entered 
that  harbor,  a  sudden  veering  of  the  gale  drove 
them  Irom  the  land.  For  nine  days  thity  were 
blown  and  tossed  about,  at  the  mercy  of  n  furi- 
ous tempegt,  in  an  unknown  sea,  and  often  ex- 
posed to  the  awful  [)erila  of  a  Itc-shore.  It  ia 
wonderful  that  such  open  vessels,  so  craieU  and 
decayed,  could  outlive  such  a  commotion  of  the 
elements.  Nowhere  U  a  storm  so  awl'ul  aa  be- 
tween the  tropica.  The  sea,  accorduig  to  the  de- 
Ecriptioa  of  Columbus,  boiled  at  times  like  a  caul- 
dron ;  at  other  times  it  ran  in  mountain  wavei, 
covered  with  foam.  At  night  the  raging  billows 
resembled  great  sorges  of  Raau^  owing  to  those 
luminooB  panicles  which  cover  the  surface  of  the 
waters  in  the«e  seas,  and  ihronghoat  the  whole 
course  of  the  Gulf  Stream.  For  a  day  and  night 
the  hesrens  glowed  as  a  fiimaoe  with  lite  iuue«siu)t 
dashes  of  lightning ;  whole  the  loud  claps  of  thun- 
der were  often  mistaken  by  the  atfrighted  tnari- 
nere  for  dgual  guns  of  distress  from  their  founder- 
ing companiona.  During  the  whole  tiioe.  nayji 
Colninbiu,  it  poured  down  from  the  skiat,  nut  raiu, 
bol  as  it  were  a  second  deluge.  The  KWoen  were 
■hnost  drowned  in  tbor  open  veMtJs.  Ilaggard 
with  unl  aod  afii^il,  aoiDe  gav«  ihetnttdve*  orer 
tor  lost ;  they  ooafeBsed  ibcir  aiu*  to  e»A  ether, 
«  of  Ite  C>dM>lic  rc^iott,  aad 


for  i 


WCJOOBW   f»- 


lief  from    «ii^   oTerwhiJBMig   borror*.     b  1 
midft  of  this  wiU  tnmiUt  «f  tbe     ' 
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behold  a  oew  object  of  alarm.  Tlie  ocean  in  one 
plftCB  became  strangely  wgitated.  The  water  WM 
whirled  up  into  a  kiud  of  pyramid  or  cone,  while 
a  livid  cloud,  tupering  to  a  point,  bent  down  to 
meet  it.  Joining  logetlier,  they  formed  a  va&t 
column,  which  rapidly  approached  the  Rhipe,  spiu- 
ning  along  the  eurface  of  the  deep,  and  drawing 
up  the  waters  with  a  rushing  sound.  The  af- 
fi'ighted  mariners  when  they  beheld  this  water- 
spout advandug  towards  them,  despaired  of  all 
human  means  to  avert  it,  and  began  to  repeat  pas- 
sages from  Sl  John  the  Evangelist.  Thu  water- 
spout passed  close  by  the  ships  witliout  injuriBg 
them,  and  the  trembling  mariners  attributfid  their 
escape  to  the  miraculous  efficacy  of  their  quota- 
tions from  the  Scriptures.^ 

In  thu  same  night,  they  lost  sight  of  one  of 
the  caravels,  and  for  three  dark  and  stormy  days 
gave  it  up  for  lost.  At  length,  to  their  great  re- 
lief, it  rejoined  the  squadron,  having  lost  its  boai, 
and  been  obliged  to  cut  its  cable,  in  an  attempt 
to  anchor  on  a  boisterous  coast,  and  having  since 
been  driven  to  and  fro  by  (he  storm.  For  one 
or  two  days,  titere  whs  an  interval  of  calm,  and 
the  tempest-tossed  mariners  had  time  to  breathe. 
They  looked  upon  this  tranquillity,  however,  as 
deceitful,  and  in  their  gloomy  mood,  beheld 
everytluDg  with  a  doubtfol  and  foreboding  eye. 
Great  numbers  of  sharks,  so  abundant  and  rav- 
euons  in  these  latitudes,  were  seen  about  the 
ships.  This  was  consti'ued  into  an  evil  omen  ; 
for  among  the  superstitions  of 

>  Laa  Cmju,  lib.  ii.  cup.  91.    Hiat.  del  Altninuitv,  cap.  90. 


cuniariipjui:  cui.L  .11. 

lieVIr'l    tijHt    tllL-hl-    Vlirill'iiJll)'    ll   ir    I 

l>i Kill ■>(  111  u  iliMiuin- 1  Ui^il  iti'i_>  ll. 
jirr-W'tiliiiK-iiI  iddu-ir  \u-<\  ;  at-.  ., 
milt  wliirlj  )uivr  bk'k  ih'Twjh.i  hi:  -. 
arv  ill  <l:iii;[('r  ol'  lH.'iii<:  ni'i»;h* 
tliuwi  Uhb  tlvy  vuiifiliU  iisiii;r  i^n^. 
to  •.-liuiiis  aii'l  iHiuiciiuu'S  Imii-  u  . 
pk-ce  ut'  uijl'in-il   diilli.      i'luiii    :'•, 


iLkv   to'ik   . 


I    l[\ 


Mi»tlii.T  dur  lu-ud  of  :l  ^lul1'k, 
Iriiiii  Oil':  of  tli'^  Hliiii.s  Biii-li  ii>  li 
vorai.-iiv  of  tLKiA-  iJ^i'mr.-.  of  tin  <, 
EUiiidifi'.'  tli>;ir  "UpirKiiiiiiii-  liiii' 
w-n-  ;.'i«'l  Vi  u->-  i>  |wri  ■.('  tin-. 
tif-iii:;  \^ry  -lii»n  'i(  jiMAiaiuii  . 

lli';tr   B-si-i'jnrM   tin-   li-.-ni    m.' 


■■     UK 


'i  lif-  ; 


.    tU' 


392 


'FH  AND    VOi-AGi 


floods  from  the  mountains.  Afler  leaving  tbu 
port,  lliey  were  driven  liackwards  and  forwards. 
bj  ibe  change»ble  and  tempestuous  winds,  until 
the  day  niter  Chrisiinas ;  wlien  thej  shellered 
tbemselres  in  another  port,  where  they  remained 
until  the  3d  of  January,  1503,  repairing  one  of 
the  caravels,  and  procuring  wood,  waler,  and  a 
supply  of  maize  or  Indian  com.  These  measures 
b^g  completed,  they  again  pnl  to  sea,  and  on 
the  day  of  Epiphany,  U>  their  great  Joy,  nndiored 
at  the  mouth  of  a  river  called  by  the  natives 
Tehra,  within  a  league  or  two  of  the  river 
Veragua,  and  in  the  country  8^d  to  be  so  rich  in 
mines.  To  this  river,  from  arriving  at  it  on  the 
day  of  Epiphany,  Columbus  gave  the  name  of 
Beleu  or  Bethlehem. 

For  nearly  a  month  he  had  endeavored  to 
accompUsh  the  voyage  irom  Puerto  Bello  to 
Veragua,  at  a  distance  of  about  thirty  leagues  ; 
and  had  encountered  so  many  troubles  and  ad- 
versities, trom  changeable  winds  and  current*, 
and  hoiaterouB  tempests,  that  he  gave  this  mi«r- 
mediate  line  of  seaboard  the  name  of  La  Cosia  <i« 
lot  Contrattei,  or  The  Coast  of  Contradictions.^ 

Columbus  immediately  ordered  the  months  of 
the  Bolen,  and  of  its  neighboring  river  of  Ver- 
agua, to  be  sounded.  The  latter  proved  too 
shallow  lo  admit  his  vessels,  but  the  Beleu  waa 
somewhat  deeper,  and  it  was  thought  they  might 
enter  it  with  safety.  Seeing  a  village  on  the 
banks  of  the  Belen,  the  admiral  sent  the  boats 
on  shore  to  procure  information.  On  their  ap- 
1  Hist,  del  Almiranie,  up.  Si. 
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j^KMch,  [he  inhabitanta  \smeA  forth  wiih  weapons 
D  hand  to  oppose  their  landiDg.  but  were  readily 
They  seemed  unwilling  to  give  any  in- 
eUtgence  about  the  gold  mioeB  ;  but.  on  being 
Importaned,  declared  that  they  lay  Id  the  vicinity 
tt  the  river  of  Veragua.  To  that  river  the  boats 
«  dkpatched  on  the  following  day.  They 
■  with  the  reception  ao  treqnent  along  its 
at,  where  many  of  the  tribes  -were  fierce  and 
warlike,  and  are  supposed  to  hav«  been  of  Garib 
As  the  boats  entered  the  river,  the  na- 
Uied  forth  in  their  canoes,  and  others  as- 
nmbled  in  menacing  style  on  the  shores.  Tlie 
Bpaniardi,  however,  had  brought  with  them  an 
"  n  of  that  coast,  who  put  an  end  to  (hie  show 
of  hostility,  by  assuring  Jiis  coun  trymen  that  the 
(rangers '  eame  only  to  traffic  with  them. 

The  various  accounts  of  the  riches  of  these 
parts  appeared  to  be  continued  by  what  the 
^Mtniards  saw  and  heanl  among  these  people. 
3iiey  procnred  in  exchajige  for  the  veriest  trifles 
Sarenty  plates  of  gold,  with  several  pipes  of  the 
I  metftl,  and  crude  masses  of  ore.  The  In- 
I  informed  them  that  the  mines  lay  among 
dUant  mountains ;  and  that  when  they  went  in 
i  of  it  they  were  obliged  to  practice  rigorous 


«qper»titiouB  notion  nilii  respect  to  gold  nppesw  to  hav 
fttj  pravaknl  imnng   Ihc   nalirBs.    The  Indinns  ol 

'Bbpuilola  obwrved  Ihs  time  privWions  when  they  sough 
it,  abetaioiDg  rrom    rood  ind   from  BexunL  intercounc 

'Culiunbufli  wboKeawd  to  look  upon  ^UL  afionfl  of  (he  Mcrei 

obwrvaneu  uiiodb  the  Bpaniardii  exhorting  them  li 
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The  fiivoriibie  report  brought  by  the  bouts  de- 
termined  the  admiral  to  remaiu  in  the  neigbbor- 
hooil.  The  river  Belen  having  ibe  greatest 
depth,  twu  of  the  caravels  entered  it  on  the  9th 
of  Jannary,  and  tlie  two  others  on  the  following 
day  at  high  tide,  which  aa  that  coast  does  i 
rise  above  half  a  fethom.'  The  natives  came  to 
them  in  the  most  friendly  manner,  bringing  great 
quantities  of  fish,  with  which  that  river  abonnded. 
They  brought  also  golden  ornaments  to  traffic; 
but  continued  to  alSrm  that  VeraguB  was  the 
place  whence  the  ore  was  procured. 

The  Adelantado,  with  his  usual  activity  and 
enterprise,  set  off  on  the  third  day,  with  the  boats 
well  armed,  to  a^ceud  the  Veragua  about  a  league 
and  a  half,  to  the  residence  of  Quibian  the  prin- 
cipal cadi|ue.  The  dueftain,  hearing  of  his  in- 
tention, met  him  near  the  entrance  of  the  riv 
attended  by  hia  Hubjecls,  in  several  canoes, 
was  tall,  of  powerful  frame,  and  warlike  de- 
meanor: ihe  interview  was  extremely  umieable. 
The  cacique  presented  the  Adelantado  with  the 
golden  omiunentfi  which  he  wore,  and  received, 
as  munificent  presents,  a  few  European  trinkets. 
Tliey  parted  mutually  well  pleased.  On  the  fol- 
lowing day,  Quibian  visited  the  ships,  irftere  he 
was  hospitably  entertuinetl  by  tlie  admiral.  They 
could  only  couununicute    by  signs,  and   as 

parify  theniMlrea  fiir  the  renuch  of  (he  miiuw  by  Tut 
pnyer,  luict  cbv:ity.  It  a  icArcely  aeceflsAfy  tQ  iiil<l,  i 
bit  advice  wu  but  little  atleoiUil  lo  by  Ills  npMious 
teiuiml  followsrs. 

1  Uial.  del  AlmiranM,  <»p.  US. 
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D  was  of  &  tAcituru  and  cautions  character, 
be  mlerview  whs  not  of  loug  duration.  Colum- 
n*  mttde  him  several  preseuts  ;  the  follon'erg  of 
he  caciiiiie  exchanged  many  jewels  of  golil  tor 
be  usual  trides,  and  Quibitut  ratanied,  without 
nich  oeremony,  to  hia  home. 
•  On  the  24th  of  January,  there  was  a  sudden 
Inralliog  of  the  rivex.  The  waters  came  rushing 
fem  the  interior  like  a  vast  torrent;  the  ships 
vre  forced  from  their  anchors,  tossed  from  side 
»  Hide,  and  driven  against  each  other  ;  the  Ibre- 
uBt  of  the  admiral's  vessel  was  carried  away. 
Dd  the  whole  squadron  was  in  imminent  danger 
f  shipwreck.  While  exposed  to  this  peril,  in 
n  river,  they  were  prevented  from  running  out 
>  sea  by  s.  violent  storm,  and  bj  the  breftkerg 
[i  beat  upon  the  bitr.  This  sudden  rising  of 
be  river,  Columbus  attributed  to  some  heavy  lall 
if  run  among  a  range  of  distant  mountains,  to 
' '  h  he  had  given  the  name  of  the  mountains 
t  San  ChriatflraL  The  highest  of  these  rose  to 
k  peak  &r  above  the  clouds.^ 

The  weather  continued  extremely  boisterous 
br  several  days.  At  length,  on  tlie  Gth  of  Feb- 
nary,  the  sea  being  lolenilily  calm,  the  Adulau- 
ido.  itttended  by  six^-eight  men  well  armed, 
ivoceeded  in  the  boats  to  explore  the  VeruguB, 
nd  seek  its  reputed  mines.  When  he  ascended 
r  and  drew  near  to  the  village  of  Quibion, 
4itnated  on  the  side  of  .a  hill,  the  atcii]ue  oune 
idown  to  the  bank  lo  meet  bina.  with  a.  great 
'd  of  his  subjects,  unarmed,  and  making  signs 
1  Lu  CsMi,  lib.  ii.  cap.  U.    Hiib  dal  Almirante,  c«p.  B5. 
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of  peace.  Quihka  was  naked,  awl  paiuted  after 
the  fiishion  of  the  country.  One  of  hia  attendants 
drew  a  great  sWne  out  of  the  river,  and  washed 
and  rubbed  it  carefully,  upou  which  the  diiefloiii 
seated  himself  as  upon  a.  throne.'  He  received 
the  Adelantado  with  great  courtesy  ;  for  the  iotlv, 
vigorous,  and  iron  form  of  the  latter,  and  his 
look  of  resolution  and  command,  were  calculated 
to  inspire  awe  and  reapect  in  au  Indian  warrior. 
The  codque,  howcvei",  was  wary  and  politic 
Hia  jealousy  was  awakened  by  the  intrusion  of 
these  Btrangers  into  his  territories ;  but  he  saw 
the  ftitility  of  any  open  attempt  to  resist  them. 
He  acceded  to  the  wishes  of  the  Adelantado, 
therefore,  to  visit  the  interior  of  Ins  dominions, 
ami  fumished  him  with  tiiree  guides  to  conduct 
him  to  tlie  mines. 

Xieaving  a  number  of  his  men  to  gnard  the 
boats,  the  Adelantado  departed  on  foot  with  the 
remiunder.  After  penetrating  into  the  interior 
about  four  leagues  and  a  halt  Aey  slept  for  the 
first  night  ou  the  banks  of  a  river,  which  seemed 
to  water  the  whole  country,  with  its  windings,  as 
ihey  had  crossed  it  upwards  of  forty  times.  On 
the  second  day,  they  proceeded  a  league  and  a 
half  fiirther,  and  arrived  among  thick  forests, 
'where  their  guides  informed  them  the  mines 
were  situated.  In  fact,  the  whole  soil  appeared 
to  be  impregnatetl  with  gold.  They  gathered  it 
from  among  the  roots  aS  the  trees,  which  were 
of  an  immense  height,  and  magniticenl  foliage.. 
Li  the  space  of  two  hours  each  man  had  collected 

>  P«lec  Marlyr,  dec^.  iii.  till.  iv. 
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a  little  qnantily  of  gold,  gathered  from  the  anr- 
£ice  of  the  cftrth.  Hence  the  guides  took  the- 
Adelantado  to  the  auioniit  of  a  liigli  liill,  aud 
showing  him  an  extent  of  countiy  as  &r  as  the 
eye  could  reach,  asgared  him  that  the  whole  of  it, 
to  the  disllince  of  twenty  days'  journey  westward, 
abounded  in  gold,  oamiug  to  hitn  Beveral  of  the 
pnndpal  places.^  The  j^\ilelantado  gazed  with  en- 
raptured eye  over  a  vast  wilderness  of  continued 
forest,  where  only  here  and  there  a  bright  column 
of  araoke  from  amidst  the  trees  gave  sign  of  some 
savage  hamlet,  or  solitary  wigwam,  and  the  wild 
unappropriated  aspect  of  this  golden  country  de- 
lighted him  more  than  if  he  had  beheld  it  cov- 
ered with  towns  and  cities,  and  adornetl  with  all 
the  graces  of  cultivation.  He  returned  with  his 
party)  in  high  spirits,  to  the  ships,  and  rejoiced 
the  admu-al  with  the  favorable  report  of  his  ex- 
pedition. It  was  soon  discovered,  however,  that 
the  politic  Quibian  had  deceived  them.  Hii| 
guides,  by  his  instructions,  had  taken  the  Span- 
iards to  ibe  nunes  of  a  neighboring  cacique  with 
whom  he  was  at  war,  hoping  to  divert  them  into 
the  territories  of  his  enemy.  The  real  mines  of 
Veragua,  it  was  said,  were  nearer,  and  much 
more  wealthy. 

The  indefatigable  Adelantado  set  forth  again 
on  the  16th  of  February,  with  an  armed  band 
of  fifty-nine  men,  marching  along  (he  coast  west- 
ward, a  boat  with  fourteen  men  keeping  pace 
with  him.  In  this  excursion  he  explored  an 
extensive  tract  of  country,  and  visited  tlie  domin- 

■  Letter  of  (be  Admlnl  ftom  Jamaica. 
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ioM  of  TBrions  cocjqoes,  bj  whom  h«  iras  hos- 
piUblj  entertained.  He  met  contJnnally  with 
proo&  of  ubundauce  of  gold  ;  the  nadves  gpii«r- 
ally  wearing  great  plates  of  it  suspended  rouod 
tbeir  necks  by  cotton  <nrds.  There  were  tracts 
of  land,  also,  cultivated  with  Indian  com,  —  one 
of  which  continued  tbr  the  extent  of  six  lengnei; 
and  the  country  abounded  with  excellent  fruits. 
He  again  beitrd  of  a  nation  in  the  interior,  «d- 
ranced  in  arU  and  arms,  wearing  clothing,  and 
being  armed  like  the  Spaniards.  Either  these 
were  Tsgne  aad  exxiggerated  minors  concerning 
the  great  empire  of  Peru,  or  the  Adeloutado  had 
miEunderalood  the  signs  of  his  iofonnanis.  He 
returned,  aAer  an  absence  of  sevenU  days,  with  S 
great  quantity  of  gold,  and  with  animating  ao- 
counts  of  the  country.  He  had  found  no  port, 
however,  equal  to  the  river  of  Belen,  and  was 
convinced  that  gold  was  nowhere  to  be  met  with 
in  such  abundance  aa  in  the  district  of  Veragom.' 
>  Lu  Quu,  lib.  U.  up.  Sfi.    Hist,  del  Almlnuila,  c^  99. 
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1HE  reports  brooght  to  Colnmbus.  from 
evtry  side,  of  the  wealth  of  tbe  neigh- 
borhood :  the  gulden  tr&ct  of  twenty 
dayt'  Joumef  in  extent,  sttown  to  his  brother 
(rem  the  mounl^n  ;  the  mtnora  of  a  rich  and 
clvilited  coontrj  at  no  great  distance,  all  CM»- 
vinced  hini  tliut  he  had  reached  one  of  tbe  most 
favored  parts  of  Ike  Asiatic  coniineiit.  Again 
his  ardent  tiiit>d  kindled  up  with  glowing  witid- 
patioiis.  He  iancied  liimseU"  amTed  at  a  fbun- 
lain-lieiu)  of  richea,  at  one  of  tbe  eources  of  itie 
nnbounded  wealth  of  King  Solomon.  Jo««itbuf 
in  bU  woric  on  tbe  antiquitiea  of  tbe  Jew«,  had 
expresoed  an  opnion,  that  tbe  gM  fw  the  Iniild- 
JDg  of  the  lenple  o(  Jernaalem  bad  been  firv- 
cured  (rom  the  tnines  of  tbe  Aurea  ChenoncMis. 
Columbus  Buppoaed  tbe  miiiea  of  Vengoa  lo  be 
the  aaine.  Tbey  lay.  as  he  obeerred,  -  within 
the  same  distance  £rc4n  tbe  jkAs  and  from  tli« 
line ; "  and  if  the  iufonnatioii  which  he  ikiiL-ied 
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he  had  received  from  the  Iddiaos  was  U>  be  de- 
pended on.  they  were  situawd  about  the  same 
distance  frtim  the  Ganges.' 

Here,  ilien.  It  appeared  to  him,  was  a  place  at 
which  to  found  a  coloiij,  nnd  establish  a  mart 
that  should  become  the  emporium  of  a  vast  trnet 
of  mines.  Within  the  two  first  dnya  after  his 
arrirtd  in  the  country,  as  he  wrote  to  the  sover- 
eigns, he  had  He«n  more  signs  of  gold  than  in 
Hispaniola  during  four  years.  That  isliuid,  so 
long  tlie  object  of  his  pride  and  hope»,  had  been 
lakeu  from  Iiim,  and  was  a  scene  of  confuston ; 
the  pearl  coast  of  Furia  was  ravaged  by  mere 
adventurers ;  all  his  plans  concerning  both  had 
been  defeated ;  but  here  was  a  far  more  wealthy 
region  than  either,  and  one  calculated  to  console 
him  tor  all  his  wrongs  and  deprivatiniis. 

On  consulting  with  bis  brother,  therefore,  he 
resolved  inimedialely  to  commence  an  establish- 
ment here,  for  the  purpose  of  securiug  the  posses- 
sion of  the  country,  and  exploring  and  working 
the  mines.  The  Adelanlado  agreed  to  remain 
with  the  greater  part  of  the  people,  while  the 
admiral  should  return  to  Spain  ibr  reinforcements 
and  supplies.  The  greatest  dispatch  was  era- 
ployed  in  carrying  this  plan  into  immediate 
operation.  EiglJty  men  were  selected  to  remain. 
They  were  separated  into  parties  of  about  ten 
each,  and  commenced  building  houses  on  a  sroidl 
eminence,  situated  on  ike  bank  of  a  creek,  about 
a  bow-shot  within  the  mouth  of  the  river  Belen. 
The  houses  were  of  wood,  ihutched  with  the 
'  teller  of  Columbus  Ihioi  Jsmaica. 
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leaves  of  palm-trees.  One  loiter  than  the  rest 
VM  to  flerre  as  a  magaziue,  to  re<!eire  tlieir  am- 
munitiou,  artillery,  and  a  part  of  their  provisioiiB. 
The  priucipal  part  was  stored,  for  greater  secu- 
rity, on  board  of  one  of  the  caravels,  which  was 
to  be  left  for  the  use  of  the  colony.  It  was  true 
they  had  hut  a  scanty  supply  of  European  stores 
remaining,  consisting  cliiedy  of  biscuit,  cheese, 
pabe,  wine,  oil,  and  vinegar ;  but  tlie  country 
produced  bananas,  plantains,  pinc-applea,  cocoa- 
nnts,  and  other  fruit.  There  was  also  maize  in 
ftbondance,  together  with  various  roots,  such  as 
were  found  in  Uispaniola.  The  rivers  and  setu 
ooBst  abounded  with  fish.  The  natives,  too,  made 
beverages  of  various  kinds.  One  trom  the  juice 
of  the  pine-apple,  having  a  vinous  flavor ;  another 
from  maize,  resembling  beer ;  and  another  from 
the  fruit  of  a  species  of  palm-trees.'  There  ap- 
peared to  be  no  danger,  therefore,  of  suffering 
from  famine.  Columbus  took  pains  to  conciliate 
the  good  will  of  the  Indians,  that  they  might 
supply  the  wants  of  the  colony  during  his  ab- 
sence, and  he  made  many  presents  to  Quibian, 
by  way  of  reconciling  him  to  his  intrusion  into 
his  territories." 

The  necessary  arrangements  being  made  for 
the  colony,  and  a  number  of  the  Iiouses  being 
roofed,  and  suflicieiilly  finished  for  occupation, 
the  admiral  prepared  for  his  departure,  when  an 
unlooked-for  obstacle  presented  itself.  The 
heavy  rains  which  had  so  long  distressed  him 
during  this  expedition  had  recently  ceased,     The 

I  Hist,  del  Alminuile,  cap.  UO.       >  LBller  thim  Jamaica. 
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lorreiils  fi-om  the  moiinlains  were  ovc-i- ;  nnd  the 
rirer  whicli  liitd  OQce  put  him  to  such  peril  by  its 
sadden  Bwelliog,  lind  now  become  so  sballow, 
that  there  was  not  above  half  a  fulbom  of  water 
on  the  bar.  Though  his  vessels  wt-re  small,  it 
waa  impossible  lo  drair  them  ovei'  tlie  sands, 
ivliicli  clicked  (lie  mouth  of  the  river,  far  thera 
was  a  Bwell  rolling  aud  tumbling  upon  tliem, 
enougli  lu  dash  hid  worm-eaten  barks  to  pieces. 
He  was  obliged,  therefore,  to  wait  with  patience, 
and  pray  for  tlie  return  of  those  raiiu  which  be 
had  lately  deplored. 

In  ibe  mean  time,  Quibiau  beheld,  with  secret 
jealousy  aud  indignation  these  strangers  erecting 
habitation?,  and  nmnifesling  an  intention  of  es> 
tablishiug  themselves  in  his  territories,  tie  was 
of  a  bold  and  wiirlike  spirit,  and  hod  a  gi^nt 
force  of  warriors  at  his  command ;  and  being  ig- 
norant of  the  vast  superiority  of  the  Europeans 
in  the  art  of  war,  thought  it  easy,  by  a  well-coit- 
certed  artifice,  to  overwhelm  and  destroy  tbem. 
He  sent  messengers  round,  and  ordered  all  bis 
fighting  men  to  assemble  at  his  residence  on  the 
river  Veragua,  under  pretext  of  making  war  upou 
a  neighboring  province.  Numbers  of  the  war- 
riors, in  repairing  to  his  heud-quarters,  passed  by 
the  harbor.  No  suspicious  of  their  real  design 
were  entertained  by  Colmnbus  or  his  officers: 
but  their  movements  attracted  the  attention  of 
the  chief  notary,  Diego  Mendez,  a  man  of  a 
shrewd  and  prying  character,  aud  zealously  de- 
voted to  the  admiral.  Doiibtiug  some  treachery, 
he  comniuuicaled   his  sun: 
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offered  to  const  aloog  in  an  armtH  boat  to  llie 
river  Vuragua,  nnd  reconnoilre  ilie  luUiuii  I'nmp. 
His  uffer  was  accepted,  nnd  he  sallied  fruiti  the 
iLe  river  Hccordingly,  but  lie  liod  MBrceiy  ad- 
Taoced  n  league,  when  ho  dfscried  a  large  fiiree 
of  Indians  on  the  shore.  Landinj:  alone,  and  or- 
dering that  the  boat  should  be  kept  afloal,  he  t^tJ- 
tered  among  them.  There  were  about  a  tlioii- 
Baad  armed  nnd  supplieil  with  provisions,  as  if 
for  an  expedilion.  He  offered  to  accompany 
them  with  his  armed  boat ;  his  offer  was  declined 
with  evident  signs  of  impalienee.  Returning  to 
lib  boat,  he  kept  watch  upon  titein  all  niglil,  until 
seeing  they  were  vigilantly  observed,  they  re- 
titrtied  to  VeragDn. 

Mendcz  hastened  back  to  the  admirni,  and  gave 
it  03  hb  opitiion  that  tlie  Indians  had  been  on 
their  way  to  surprise  the  Spaniards.  The  ndiiiirni 
was  loatfa  to  believe  in  sucb  treachery,  and  wa^ 
desirous  of  obtaining  clearer  information,  befure 
he  look  ouy  step  that  might  interrupt  the  appar- 
ently good  understanding  that  existed  with  the 
natives.  Mendez  now  undertook,  with  a  single 
CompanioD.  to  yieneiraie  by  Uiid  to  the  head- 
quarters of  Quibian,  and  endeavor  to  ascertain 
his  intentions.  Accompanied  by  one  Rodrigo  de 
Escobar,  be  proceeded  on  foot,  along  the  sea'txHU-d, 
to  avoid  the  tAugled  forests,  aud  arriving  at  the 
mouth  of  tlie  Verngim,  he  found  two  canoes  witb 
Indiaus,  whom  be  prevailed  ou,  by  presents,  to 
convey  him  and  hb  cxtrapanion  to  tbe  village  nf 
the  cacique.  It  was  ou  the  bitok  of  thii  river: 
tlie  liouses  were  deiacbed  aud  interspersed  among 
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trees.    Tbero  was  a  bustle  of  warlike  prcparstiaa^ 

in  the  place,  and  the  arrival  of  the  two  Spiuuar& 
evideDtly  excited  surprise  and  uneasiness.  Tlie 
residence  of  the  cacique  was  larger  tbau  tlie  otiiera, 
and  situated  on  a  hill  which  ruse  from  the  water's 
edge.  Quibian  was  couSnod  to  the  house  by  indis- 
position, having  been  wounded  in  the  leg  by  an 
iitTow.  Metidez  gave  himself  out  as  a  surgeon 
Clime  to  cure  the  wound :  with  great  difliculty  aud 
by  force  of  presenU  he  obtained  permission  to 
proceed.  Ou  the  crest  of  the  hill  and  in  trout  of 
the  cacique's  dwelling,  was  a  broad,  level,  open 
place,  round  which,  on  posts,  were  the  faeada  of 
three  hundred  enemies  slain  iu  battle.  Undis- 
ninyed  by  this  dismal  aiTay.  Mendez  and  his  com- 
panion crossed  the  place  towant  the  den  of  ihLt 
grim  warrior.  A  number  of  women  aud  chitdreo 
about  the  door  fled  into  the  house  with  piercing 
cries.  A  young  and  powerful  Indian,  ma  to  the 
cacique,  sallied  forth  iu  a  violent  rage,  and  stntck 
Meridez  a  blow  which  made  liim  recoil  sevenl 
paces.  The  latter  pacified  him  by  preseuEa  autl  m- 
i'tirances  that  he  came  to  cure  bis  talher'd  wound, 
iu  proof  of  which  he  produced  a  box  of  ointment. 
It  was  impossible,  however,  to  gain  access  to  the 
cacique,  and  Mendez  returned  with  all  haste  tn 
the  harbor  to  report  to  the  admiral  what  hu  had 
seen  and  learn).  It  was  evident  there  was  a  dan- 
gerous plot  impending  over  the  Spaniards,  and  fts 
liir  as  Meodex  could  learn  from  the  Indians  wIh) 
had  taken  him  up  the  river  in  their  canoe,  the 
body  of  a  thousand  warriors  which  he  bad  seen 
on    his    previous  reconnoitering    espedi 
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actnall^  been  aa  a  hostile  enterprise  agaiuat  tiie 
harbor,  but  had  given  it  up  on  finding  themselves 
observed. 

Tliia  iiiformntion  was  confirmed  by  on  Indian 
of  the  neighborhood,  who  hoA  become  nltochud 
to  the  Spanicirds  and  acted  aa  interpreier.  He 
xeveaJed  to  the  admirnl  the  detiigus  of  \m  coun- 
byinen,  which  lie  liad  overheard.  Quibiaa  iii- 
leuded  to  surprise  the  harbor  at  night  with  a  great 
force,  bum  the  ships  and  houses,  and  make  a  gen- 
erol  massacre.  Thus  forewarned,  Coluiuhiis  im- 
medialelj  set  a  double  watch  upott  the  harbor. 
The  military  spirit  of  the  Adelnnlado  snggeeled  a 
bolder  expedient.  The  hoelile  plan  of  Quibiun 
was  doubtless  delayed  by  his  wound,  and  iu  the 
meoQ  time  he  would  maintain  the  semblance  of 
IHeudtbip.  The  Adelantado  determined  to  roari^li 
at  once  to  his  residence,  capture  him,  his  family, 
and  principal  warriors,  send  the  prisoners  to  Spain, 
find  take  possession  of  his  village. 

With  the  Adelantado  to  conceive  a  plan  was 
.to  carry  it  into  immediate  esecutioii,  and,  in  fact. 
the  impending  danger  admitted  of  no  delay.  Tak- 
ing with  him  seventy-four  men,  well  armed,  among 
whom  was  Diego  Mendee,  and  being  accompanied 
by  the  Indian  interpreter  who  had  revealed  the 
plot,  he  set  off  OH  the  30th  of  March,  in  boats,  to 
the  mouth  of  the  Veragua,  ascending  it  rapidly, 
and  belbre  the  Indians  could  have  notice  of  hie 
raovemeuie.  hmded  at  the  foot  of  the  hill  on  which 
the  house  of  Quibian  wa£  situated. 

Lest  the  cacique  should  take  alarm  iind  fly  at 
the  sight  of  a  large  force,  he  ascended  the  hill. 
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BCCotDpniiied  by  ouly  five  men,  nmoiig  whom  wm 
Diego  Sleridex  ;  ordering  the  rest  to  come  on,  iviih 
great  yauiion  and  secresy  two  at  a.  lime,  and  nt  n 
di^tani'e  from  each  other.  On  the  ijjscharge  of 
an  nrqiiebiise,  they  were  lo  aurround  the  dwelling 
Rtiil  culler  no  one  lo  eacnpc. 

As  (be  Adelniilado  drew  near  the  bouse,  Qui- 
biau  c»me  forth  and  seating  bimself  in  the  portal, 
desired  llie  Adelnuiado  to  approitch  singly.  Don 
Bartholomew  now  ordered  Diego  Mendez  and  bis 
tbur  companions  to  remain  at  a  lillle  dislance,  and 
when  they  sliould  see  him  take  the  caeiqne  by  the 
arm,  to  nish  immediately  to  his  assistance.  He 
then  advanced  with  his  Indian  iiiterpreler,  through 
whom  a  short  conversation  look  place,  relative  lo 
the  surrounding  country.  The  AdelantaOo  then 
adverted  to  tlie  wound  of  the  cacique  and  pre- 
tending to  examine  it,  look  him  by  the  arm.  At 
the  concerted  signal  four  of  the  Spaniards  rushed 
forward,  the  fifth  discharged  the  arquebiise.  The 
cacique  attempted  to  gel  loose,  but  was  firmly  lield 
in  the  iron  grasp  of  the  Adelantado.  Being  both 
men  of  great  muscular  power,  a  violent  struggle 
ensued.  Don  Bartholomew,  however,  niainlBined 
the  mastery,  and  Diego  Mendez  and  his  com- 
panions coining  to  his  assislance,  Quihtnn  was 
bound  hand  and  foot.  At  the  report  of  the  arque- 
buac,  the  main  body  of  the  Spanianls  snrrouuded 
the  house,  and  seized  most  of  ihose  who  wem 
within,  consisting  of  fifty  persons,  old  and  young. 
Among  these  were  the  wives  and  children  of 
Quibian.  and  several  of  his  principal  subjects.  No 
one  va^  woiiiidi'd,  for  there  wa; 
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llie  Adelantado  never  permitted  wtuilou  bloodshed. 
Wheu  ihe  poor  savages  saw  tlieir  prince  a  ciiptive, 
they  Qlled  tLe  air  with  lamentations ;  imploriug 
his  release,  and  offering  for  Lis  ransom  h  great 
treasure,  which  they  said  lay  concealed  in  a  neigh- 
boring fores  L 

The  Adelantodo  was  deaf  to  their  supplications 
SJad  iLeir  offers.  Quibinn  was  too  dangerous  a 
foe  to  be  set  at  liberty ;  as  a  prisoner,  he  would 
be  a  hostage  for  the  security  of  the  settlement. 
Anxious  to  secure  liis  prize,  he  determined  to 
send  the  cacique  and  the  other  prisoners  on  board 
of  the  boats,  while  he  remained  on  shore  with  a 
part  of  his  men  to  pursue  the  Indians  who  had 
eecaped.  Juan  Sanchez,  the  principal  pilot  of 
the  squadron,  a  powerful  and  spirited  man,  vol- 
unteered to  take  charge  of  the  captives.  On  com> 
mitting  the  chieflain  to  Itis  care,  the  Adelanlado 
wanted  him  to  be  on  his  guard  against  any  at- 
tempt at  rescue  or  esea[«.  The  sturdy  pilot  re- 
plied that  if  the  cncique  got  out  of  his  hands,  he 
would  give  them  leave  lo  pluck  out  his  beard,  hair 
by  hair ;  with  this  vaunt  he  dcparled,  bearing  off 
Quibian  bound  hand  and  fool.  Oti  arriving  at 
the  boat,  he  secured  him  by  r  strong  cord  to  one 
of  ibe  benches.  It  was  a  dark  night.  As  the 
boat  proceeded  down  the  river,  liie  cacique  com- 
plained piteously  of  the  painfulness  of  his  bonds. 
The  rough  heart  of  the  pilot  was  touched  ivith 
compassbn,  and  lie  loosened  the  cord  by  which 
Quibian  was  tied  to  the  bench,  keeping  the  end 
of  it  io  bis  hand.     The  wily  Indian  watched  liis 
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oppoitnnity,  and  when  Sanchez  naa  looking  an- 
other way.  plunged  into  the  water  and  disappeared. 
So  sudden  and  violent  vaa  Lis  plunge,  that  the 
pilot  had  lo  let  go  the  cord,  lest  he  ahould  bu 
drawn  in  after  him.  The  darkness  of  the  nighi, 
and  the  biietle  which  took  place,  in  preventing  the 
escape  o<'  the  other  prisouers,  rendered  it  impos- 
sible to  pursue  the  cacique,  or  even  to  ascertain 
his  &te.  Juan  Sanchez  hastened  to  the  ships 
witb  the  residue  of  the  capUves,  deeply  mortified 
at  being  thus  outwitted  by  a  savage. 

The  Adetaiitado  remained  all  uight  on  shore. 
The  following  morning,  when  he  beheld  the  wild, 
broken,  mountainous  nature  of  the  country,  and 
the  scattered  situation  of  the  habitations,  perched 
on  difierent  heights,  be  gave  up  the  search  after 
the  Indians,  and  returned  to  the  ships  with  the 
apoila  of  the  cacique's  mansion.  These  consisted 
of  bracelets,  aaklela,  and  massive  plates  of  gold, 
such  as  were  worn  round  the  neck,  together  with 
two  goldeu  coronets.  The  whole  amounted  to  the 
value  of  three  hundred  ducats.^  One  fiHh  of  the 
booty  was  set  apart  for  the  crown,  The  residue 
was  ebared  among  those  concerned  in  the  euler- 
prise.  To  the  Adelantado  one  of  I  he  coronets 
wuB  assigned,  as  a  trophy  of  his  eKplott^ 

1  EqaivalenC  tu  one  Ihauund  two  huaclred  mil  eigtily-ooe 
dollars  at  Ibe  present  day. 

S  Hist,  del  AlmiroQt^,  cap.  D8.  Los  Casaa,  lib.  ii.  cap.  2T. 
Mbdj  of  Iha  paiticulan  of  thia  chapter  are  tmm  a  short  nar- 
rative given  by  Diego  Mcndiz,  and  inserted  in  hia  last  mil 
and  tettaiuent.  It  in  wnttDn  in  a  strain  of  simple  egotisni,  la 
ha  r«preMatB  bimaeir  u  ths  principal  and  almoat  the  iol*  M- 
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tor  Id  avrar  afiur.  The  focli,  hovever,  have  all  Ihe  lir  of 
v«nKil7,  and  b«iDg  given  on  aacb  a  solema  occasion,  the 
docDment  is  entitled  to  liigb  cradit.  He  will  be  found  lo  dis- 
lingiiiab  bintieiron  anotbei  hazardoaa  and  important  occiBioa 
in  the  course  of  (his  history — Vide  Nivanete,  Colec.  torn.  i. 


CHAPTER    VTII. 

DIS ASTERS  OF  THE  SETTLE  MKST, 

[1503.] 

jEJUtj^T  wftg  hoped  by  Columbus  ihat  the 
^C  iju  vigorous  mcAVure  of  ihe  Adelantado 
jffw^yjl  would  strike  terror  ii)lo  tlie  Tudiuns  oT 
the  neighborhood,  and  prevent  nny  further  deeiKna 
upon  the  setllemenl.  Quibinn  liwi  probably  per- 
ished.  ir  he  survived,  hu  musl  be  disbearteDed 
by  the  captivity  of  his  family,  and  sevend  of  his 
principal  subjecls,  aud  fearful  of  their  beinjj;  made 
respousible  for  any  acts  of  violence  on  his  part. 
The  heavy  rainB,  therefore,  which  fall  so  fte- 
quenlly  among  the  niounbtins  of  this  Isthmus, 
having  again  swelled  the  river,  Columbus  made 
his  final  arrangmenu  for  ihe  manHgeraetit  of  the 
colony,  aud  having  gireu  much  wholesome  counsel 
to  the  Spaniards  who  were  to  remain,  and  tHken 
HU  afiectionale  leave  of  his  brother,  got  nnder 
way  with  three  of  the  caravels,  leaving  the  fourth 
for  the  use  ol'  the  st-Itlement.  As  the  water  was 
still  shallow  at  the  bar,  ihe  ships  were  lightened 
of  a  great  part  of  their  cargoes,  and  lowed  out 
by  (be  boats  in  calm  weather,  grounding  repeat- 
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ediy.  When  fairly  i-eleased  fi-om  the  river,  und 
ihcir  cnrgoes  re-sliipped,  they  anchared  within  a 
leagae  of  the  sliore,  to  await  a  f«vorable  wind. 
It  was  the  inttiDtiun  of  Iht;  tidmirnl  lo  touch  at 
Hispaniola,  on  his  way  to  Spain,  mid  send  tlience 
fiipplies  and  rcinforci^mcnt?.  The  wind  continuing 
adverse,  he  sent  r  boat  on  shore  on  the  6lh  of 
April,  under  the  command  of  Diego  TrisUm,  cap- 
tain of  one  of  the  caravela,  lo  procure  wood  niid 
water,  and  make  some  coinmunicalions  to  the 
Adelantado.  The  expedition  of  tliis  boat  proved 
fatal  to  its  cmw,  but  waa  providential  to  llie  set- 
tlement. 

The  cacique  Quibian  had  not  ;>eris1ied  as  some 
had  supposed.  Though  both  lianda  and  feet  were 
bound,  yet  in  the  water  be  was  as  in  his  natural 
element.  Plunging  to  the  bottom,  he  Bwiiin  be- 
low the  surface  until  aiifGcieuily  distant  lo  be  out 
of  view  in  ihe  darkness  of  the  night,  and  then 
emerging  made  his  wHy  to  shore.  The  desolation 
of  hia  home,  and  Ihe  capture  of  his  wives  and 
children,  filled  him  with  anguish ;  but  when  he 
saw  the  vessels  in  which  they  were  coufitied  leav- 
ing Ihe  river,  and  bearing  them  off,  be  wua  trans- 
ported with  fury  and  despair.  Determined  on  a 
signal  vengeance,  he  asaembled  a  great  number 
of  his  warriors,  and  came  secretly  upon  the  set- 
tlement. The  thick  woods  by  which  it  was 
surrounded,  enabled  (he  lndi>iiia  to  approach  un- 
seen within  ten  paees.  Tlie  Spaniards,  thinking 
the  enemy  completely  discomUied  and  dispersed, 
were  perfectly  off  their  guard.  Some  had  strayed 
to  the  sea-shore,  to  take  a  farewell  look  at  the 


412 


LIFF.  AND   VOTAOEa   OF 


ships ;  some  were  od  board  of  the  caravel  in  the 
river ;  others  were  scattered  about  the  boueea : 
on  a  auddeo,  the  Indians  rushed  from  tlieir  cMy- 
o^almeut  wiih  yells  aud  bowlings,  launched  their 
javelintt  through  the  roofs  of  palm-Ieures,  hurled 
them  in  at  Hie  windows,  or  thrust  tliem  through 
the  crevices  of  the  logs  which  cutnposed  the  walls. 
Aa  the  houses  were  small,  several  of  the  iuhab- 
itatils  were  wounded.  On  the  first  alarm,  the 
Adelontado  fleized  a  lauce,  and  sallied  forth 
with  seven  or  eight  of  hia  men.  He  was  joined 
hj  Diego  Aleudez  and  several  of  his  companious, 
and  they  drove  the  enemy  into  the  forest,  killing 
and  wounding  several  of  them.  The  Indians 
kept  up  a  brisk  fire  of  darts  and  arrows  (ram 
amoug  the  trees,  and  rande  furious  sallies  with 
their  war  clubs ;  but  there  was  no  withstanding 
the  keen  edge  of  the  Spanish  weapons,  and  a 
fierce  bloodhound  being  let  loose  upon  them  com- 
pleted their  terror.  They  fled  howling  through 
the  forest,  leaving  a  number  dead  on  the  field, 
having  killed  one  Spaniard  and  wounded  eighL 
Amoug  the  latter  was  the  Adelanladci,  who  re- 
ceived a  slight  thrust  of  a  Javelin  in  the  breast. 

Diego  Tristan  arrived  in  his  boat  durmg  the 
contest,  but  feared  to  approach  the  land,  lest 
the  Spaniards  should  rush  on  board  in  such 
numbers  as  to  sink  him.  When  the  Indians  had 
been  put  to  flight,  he  proceeded  up  the  river  in 
quest  of  fresh  water,  dbregarding  the  warnings 
of  those  on  shore,  that  he  might  be  cut  oif  by  the 
enemy  in  their  canoes. 

The  river  was  deep  and  narrow,  shut  in  by 
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high  bHnks,  ttod  overhanging  trees.  Tlie  foregln 
on  each  siiie  were  ihick  nnd  impenetrable;  bo 
that  there  was  no  landing-plnce  excepting  here 
and  there  where  &  foot-path  wound  dowu  to  some 
fiahiiig-groDDd,  or  some  place  where  the  natives 
kept  their  en  noes. 

The  boat  had  ascended  abont  a  league  above 
the  village,  to  a  part  of  the  river  where  it  was 
completely  overshadowed  by  lofly  batiks  and 
spreading  trees.  Suddenly,  yells  and  war- 
whoops  and  blasts  of  cotieli-shells  rose  oa  every 
BJde.  Light  canoes  darted  forth  in  every 
direction  from  dark  hollows,  and  overhanging 
thickets,  each  tlexlerously  managed  by  a  single 
savage,  while  others  stood  up  bmndishing  and 
hurling  their  lances.  Missiles  were  also  launched 
from  the  banks  of  tlie  riyer,  and  the  branches  of 
the  trees.  There  were  eight  aailore  in  the  boat, 
and  three  soldiers.  Galled  and  wounded  by  darts 
and  arrows,  confonnded  by  the  yells  and  blasts 
of  oonchs,  and  the  assaults  which  thickened  from 
every  side,  they  lost  all  presence  of  mind, 
neglected  to  use  either  oars  or  fire-arms,  and 
only  sought  to  shelter  themselves  with  their 
bucklers.  Diego  Tristan  had  received  several 
wounds ;  but  still  displayed  great  intrepidity  and 
was  endeavoring  to  animate  his  men,  when  a 
javelin  pierced  his  right  eye,  and  struck  him 
dead.  The  canoes  now  closed  upon  the  boat, 
and  a  genenki  massacre  ensued.  But  one  Span- 
iard escaped,  Juan  de  Noya,  a  cooper  of  Seville. 
Having  fallen  overboard  in  the  midst  of  the 
actioii,  he    dived    to    the    bottom,  swam    under 
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wal«r,,gAined  the  biiiik  of  the  river  uDperceived, 
nnd  nifide  liis  way  down  to  tlie  selllement,  bring- 
ing liilings  of  tlie  massacre  or  his  cnplaia  and 
comrades. 

The  .Spaniania  were  completely  dismayiMl,  were 
few  in  number,  aeveral  of  ihem  were  wounded. 
and  ihey  were  in  tlie  midsl  of  tribes  of  exu?- 
peraied  savages,  far  more  fierce  and  warlike  than 
those  to  wliom  they  liad  been  accustoiued.  The 
adoiiral  being  ignorant  of  their  misfortiincE,  would 
sail  away  without  yielding  l)iem  assisianm,  and 
they  would  be  lelt  to  sink  beneath  the  over- 
whelming force  of  barbarous  foes,  or  to  perish 
with  hunger  on  thi?  iuhoapicable  coasL  In  their 
despair  iliey  determined  to  take  the  caravel  wlu'ch 
had  been  left  with  them,  and  abandon  the  place 
altogether.  The  Adelantedo  remonstrated  with 
them  ill  vain ;  nothing  would  content  them  but 
to  put  to  sea  immediately.  Here  a  new  alarm 
awaited  them.  Tlie  torrents  having  subsided, 
the  river  was  again  shallow,  and  it  was  impos- 
sible for  the  caravel  to  pass  over  the  bar.  They 
now  took  the  bout  of  the  caravel,  to  bear  tidings 
of  their  danger  to  the  admiral,  aiid  implore  him 
not  to  abandon  them;  but  the  wind  was  boialer- 
oua,  a  high  sea  was  rolling,  and  a  heavy  surlj 
tumbling  and  breaking  at  the  mouth  of  the  river, 
prevented  the  boat  from  getting  out.  Horrois 
increast^l  upon  them.  The  manj^led  bodies  of 
Diego  Tristan  and  liis  men  came  floating  down 
the  stream,  and  drifting  about  the  harbor,  with 
flights  of  crows,  and  other  carrion  birds  feeding 
ou  them,  and  hovering  and  screamiug,  and  fight- 
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log  about  their  prey.  The  forlorn  Spaniards 
conlempUted  this  Ecene  wiih  shiidilering ;  it  ap- 
peared ominouji  of  liieir  oivn  fnte. 

Id  the  mean  lime  the  Iiidiatis,  elalei!  bj  their 
triumph  over  the  crew  of  the  boat,  renewed  llieir 
hostilities.  Whoops  and  yells  answered  eacli 
oilier  from  various  paria  of  the  ueighborhood. 
The  dismal  sound  of  conche  aud  war-drums  in 
the  deep  boaom  of  the  woods,  allowed  that  the 
number  of  the  enemy  was  eoniiuuallj  augment' 
Tbey  would  rush  forth  occusioually  upon 
straggling  parties  of  Spaniards,  and  make  partial 
attAcks  upon  ihe  bouses.  It  was  considered  no 
longer  safe  to  remain  in  the  seltlenieut,  the  close 
forest  which  surrounded  it  being  a  corert  for  the 
approaches  of  the  enemy.  The  Adelanlado  chose, 
llierefbre,  an  open  place  on  Ihe  shore  at  some 
distance  from  the  wood.  Here  he  caused  a  kind 
of  bulwark  to  be  made  of  the  boat  of  Ihe  caravel, 
and  of  cliestE.  casks,  and  similar  articles.  Two 
places  were  left  open  as  embrasures,  in  which 
were  placed  a  couple  of  fnlconets.  or  small  pieces 
of  artillery,  in  snch  manner  as  to  oommaud  the 
tieighborhood.  lu  this  little  fortress  ibe  Span- 
iards shut  themselves  up;  its  walls  were  suffi- 
cient to  screen  them  from  tlie  darts  and  arron's 
of  ibe  Indians,  but  mostly  they  depended  ou 
ilieir  6re-arms,  the  sound  of  which  struck  dismay 
into  the  savages,  especially  wlieu  tbey  saw  the 
effect  of  the  bulls,  epiinleriug  and  rending  the 
trees  arauud  tliem,  and  carrying  havoc  to  sach  a 
distance.  The  Indians  were  thus  kept  in  check 
for  the  present,  and  deterreil  from  venturing  from 


416  LIFE  AND  V0TA0X8  OF  COLnMBWL 

the  forest;  bat  the  SpttiuurdSy  eriimwlBii  hj' 
constant  watching  and  incessant  alannsi  antid- 
pated  all  kinds  of  evil  when  their  ammnnitiott 
should  be  exhausted,  or  thej  should  be  driven 
forth  by  hunger  to  seek  for  fbod.^ 

^  Hist,  del  Almirante,  cap.  98.  Las  Casas,  lib.  ii  Letter 
of  Colnmbiu  from  Jamaica.  Bdatioa  of  Diego  Mendei, 
Navaiiete,  tom.  i.  Journal  of  Ponas,  Navarrete,  torn.  i. 


CHAPTER    IX- 


[1503.] 

JHILE  the  AOelanlada  and  his  men  were 
■X posed  to  Bucli  imminent  peril  on 
I  shore,  sreat  anxiety  prevailed  oa  board 
of  the  ship^  Day  after  day  elapsed  without  the 
return  of  Diego  Tristan  and  his  party,  aud  it 
was  feared  some  dbaeter  had  befidlen  them. 
Columbus  would  have  sent  on  shore  lo  make  in- 
quiries ;  but  there  was  only  one  boat  remaining 
for  Ibe  service  of  the  squadron,  and  he  dared  not 
risk  it  in  the  rough  sea  and  heavy  surf.  A  dis- 
"  e  the  glofl 


«  of  the  c 
of  the  caravels  were  i 
household  of  the  radqu 
inlentioQ  of  Columbus  t 
tTDStiog    that   as    long  a 


:W9.  On  board  of  one 
nfined  the  family  and 
Quibian.  It  was  the 
cany  them  (o  Spain, 


power  of  the  Spaniards  their  tribe  would  be  de- 
terred from  further  hostilities.  They  were  shut 
up  at  night  in  the  forecastle  of  the  caravel,  the 
hatchway  of  which  was  secured  by  a  strong  chain 
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and  padloi;k.  As  several  of  the  crew  slepl  upon 
ibe  hatch,  mid  it  was  so  high  as  to  be  ooiisidorefJ 
out  of  reach  of  the  prisoners,  they  ueglected  lo 
faEtei)  the  chain.  The  Indiiina  discovered  their 
negligence.  Odlectiiig  a  quantity  of  stones  iroin 
the  ballast  of  the  vessel,  thej  mude  a  grtal  heap 
directly  under  the  hatchway.  Several  of  tho 
most  powerful  warriors  mounted  upon  the  top, 
and  bendi[ig  their  hacks,  by  a  sudden  and  simnl- 
tinjeous  effort,  forced  up  the  hatch,  Hinging  the 
seamen  who  slept  upon  it  to  the  oppu^ile  side  of 
the  ship.  In  an  instant  the  greater  port  of  the 
Indians  sprung  forth,  plunged  into  the  scft,  and 
flwnm  for  shore.  Several,  however,  wera  pre- 
vented from  soUying  forth ;  others  were  eeised 
on  the  deck,  and  forced  back  into  the  tbrecastle ; 
the  hatchway  was  carefully  chained  down,  and  a 
guard  waa  set  for  the  rest  of  the  nighL  In  the 
morning,  when  the  Spaniards  went  to  examine 
the  captive.1,  they  were  all  found  dead.  Some 
bad  banged  themselves  with  the  ends  of  ropes, 
their  knees  touching  tlie  floor;  others  bad 
strangled  themselves  by  straining  the  cord  tight 
with  their  feel.  Such  was  the  fierce  unconquer- 
able spirit  of  these  {teople,  and  their  horror  of 
the  white  men.' 

The  escape  of  the  prisoners  occasioned  great 
anxiety  to  the  admiral,  fearing  they  would  stim- 
ulate their  counli'yRien  lo  some  violent  act  of 
vengeance  ;  and  he  trembled  for  llie  safely  of  his 
brother.  Still  this  painful  mystery  reigned  over 
the  land.     The  boat  of  Diego  Tristan  did   oot 

1  Hist,  del  AlmirBDle.  cap.  90. 
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iWuru.  and  Ae  ngn%  nrrf  prtnaied  aXl  c<nm> 
amnicRtiooi.  At  leaglh,  mm  Padro  LodmnM.  a 
pilot  of  Serine,  ft  mui  at  ftbottt  foKV-dtit  vnnr» 
of  age  and  of  greal  sirengUi  of  body  flinl  iiiiiid, 
o^red,  if  the  botit  woiiM  t«k«  him  to  itic  i-ilgr 
of  the  eurf,  lo  swim  to  shore,  und  bring  uff  hpwh. 
lie  bad  been  piqued  bj  tite  Kcliid'enitMit  nf  llir 
Indian  caplives,  in  Rwimniiiig  la  liitid  at  h 
lengne'?  di»iance,  in  defiatioe  of  k»  mw\  surf. 
■■  Surely."  he  said,  ■■  if  ihey  daru  vonf  iini  »i>  niiii'li 
■o  procure  Uieir  individual  liliertios,  1  oiittlit  m 
brHve  at  least  a  part  of  the  danger,  (o  mivi-  iIip 
livee  of  so  ninny  compnDiona."  His  utTcr  wiin 
gladly  accepted  by  the  admiral,  and  ivnx  iHil'lly 
iiccomplisbed.  The  boat  approaobiNl  witli  liini  lut 
war  Co  thp  surf  as  safety  would  porniit,  wlii-i'n  il. 
was  to  await  his  return.  Here,  nti'ippinti;  liiiii- 
self,  be  plunged  into  iho  sen,  Kiitl  nftur  bul1i'tin([ 
for  some  time  with  the  breakers,  ■ometimi.'B  rining 
upon  their  surges,  i^metimes  burled  Iwiicnth  thmn 
anil  dasbed  upon  the  sand,  hi;  succeeded  in  much* 
ing  the  shore, 

He  found  hJs  countrymen  shut  up  tu  their  C<ir- 
jom  fortrets,  beleaguered  by  savage  [•ji<m,  imil 
learnt  the  tragical  fate  of  Diego  Triotun  (unl  hi* 
companions.  Many  of  the  Spanianla,  in  lluir 
horror  and  despair,  had  thrown  olT  all  snlffrdt- 
ofttion,  refused  U>  aasisi  in  any  Dteasum  ibnt  bad 
m  view  *  ooolinnuica  iu  lbi«  placp,  aiul  lh<Mi][hl 
of  noUung  but  nespe.  When  ibey  bt-hcM  Im- 
demo,  a  mcfngtr  km  Uw  aliipa,  rhuy  *nr' 
iDooded  him  wjife  thntie  mgtnuii.  at^in^  Ma 
lo  inplore   the  «tainl   10  idw  tlMUi  m   board, 
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mid  ijot  aluLndon  tbem  on  a  coasi  where  ilieir 
UagtruclloD  was  ioeviliible.  Tliey  were  prepar- 
ing canoes  (o  fake  tliem  lo  the  ships,  wlien  the 
weatlier  should  moderate,  the  bont  of  the  eara- 
vel  being  too  small ;  and  swore  [hat,  if  the  od- 
niinil  refused  to  take  them  on  board,  ihey  would 
embark  to  the  caravel  as  soon  as  it  could  be  ex- 
tricated from  tlio  river,  anil  abandon  themselves 
to  the  mercy  of  the  seas,  ratlier  than  remain 
upon  (hat  fatal  coast. 

Havin«  heai-d  all  that  his  forlorn  counlrymen 
bad  to  say,  and  communicated  with  the  Adelau- 
todo  and  his  oIKcers,  Ledesnia  set  out  on  his  per- 
ilous return.  He  again  braved  tlio  surf  aud  the 
breakers,  reached  the  boat  which  was  waiting 
for  him,  and  was  eonveyed  back  to  the  ships. 
The  disastrous  tiding  from  the  laud  tilled  the 
heart  of  the  admiral  with  grief  and  alarm.  To 
leave  his  brother  on  shore,  would  be  to  expose 
him  to  the  mutiny  of  bis  own  men,  and  the 
ferocity  of  the  savages.  He  could  spare  no  re- 
inforcement from  the  ships,  the  crews  being  so 
much  weakened  by  the  loss  of  Tristttn  and  fab 
companions.  Rather  than  the  settlement  should 
be  broken  up,  he  would  gladly  have  joined  the 
Adelanlndo  with  all  his  [wople ;  but  in  sneh 
case  how  could  intelli^nce  be  conveyed  to  the 
Bovereigns  of  this  important  discovery,  and  how 
oould  supplies  be  obtained  from  Spain  ?  There 
appeared  no  allemative,  therefore,  but  lo  embark 
all  the  people,  abandon  the  settlement  tor  the 
present,  and  return  ut  some  future  day,  with  n 
force  competent  to  take  secure  possession  of  the 
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country.'  The  slate  of  the  weather  reniiered 
tlie  prnclicability  even  of  Ihb  plan  iJoubtrnl. 
The  wind  coiitinned  high,  the  sea  rough,  and  no 
boat  could  pnss  between  the  Bqiindron  and  the 
Ia»d.  The  siiuaiion  of  the  shipa  was  itself  n 
matter  of  extreme  solicitude.  Feebly  mnnned, 
cra^  by  storms,  and  ready  to  fall  to  pieces  from 
the  ravages  of  the  teredo,  they  were  anchored  on 
n  lee  xhorc.  with  a  boisterous  winil  and  sea,  in  a 
climate  subject  to  tempests,  and  where  the  least 
angmentalion  of  the  weather  might  drive  them 
among  the  breakers.  Every  hour  increased  the 
anxiety  of  Columbus  for  his  brother,  his  people, 
and  his  ships,  and  each  hour  appeared  to  render 
the  impending  dangers  more  imminent.  Days 
of  constant  perturbation,  and  nigbls  of  sleepless 
anxiety,  preyed  upon  a  constitution  broken  by 
age,  by  maladies  and  hanlships,  and  produced  a 
fever  of  the  mind,  in  which  he  was  visited  by 
one  of  those  mental  hallucinations  deemed  by 
him  mysterious  and  superuatural.  In  a  letter  to 
the  sovereigns  he  gives  a  solemn  account  of  a 
kind  of  vision  by  which  he  was  comforted  in  a 
dismal  night,  when  full  of  despondency  and  toss- 
ing on  a  couch  of  pain  ;  — 

"  Wearied  and  sighing,"  says  he,  "  I  fell  into  a 
slumber,  when  I  heard  a  piteous  voice  saying  to 
me,  *  0  fool,  and  slow  to  believe  and  serve  thy 
God,  wlio  is  the  God  of  all  I  What  did  he  more 
for  Moses,  or  for  hts  servant  David,  tlmn  he  has 
done  for  thee  ?  From  the  time  of  thy  birth  he 
liHS  ever  bad  thee  under  his  peculiar  care.  When 
I  Letter  of  Columlim  frooi  Jimaica. 
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he  saw  tliee  of  a  fitting  age  he  made  lliy  name  to 
resound  marTelouMy  Ihrotighout  the  enrlh,  niiH 
thou  wert  obeyed  in  rotiny  Iflndn.  txid  didat  acquire 
botionibb  fume  nniong  Christiana.  Of  the  gute!!  of 
the  Ocean  Sea,  shut  np  with  such  mighty  ebHins,  he 
delivered  tliee  the  keys  ;  the  Indies,  those  WMllhj 
regions  of  liie  ivorld,  he  gave  tliee  for  thine  oven, 
hikI  empowered  thee  to  dispose  of  them  to  olliers, 
Bceording  to  thy  pleaaure.  Wh«t  did  he  more 
for  ilie  great  people  of  Isrnel  when  liu  led  itaem 
forch  from  Egypt?  Or  for  Dtivii],  whom,  from 
being  a  shepherd,  he  rnndu  ft  king  in  Judea? 
Turn  to  him,  then,  und  Rt'knowledge  thine  error; 
his  mercy  is  inUntle.  He  lias  mnny  and  vast  in- 
heritances yet  in  reserve.  Fear  not  to  seek  them. 
Thine  age  shall  be  no  impediment  to  any  great 
nuilcrtahing.  Abrnham  was  abore  an  hundred 
yenrs  when  he  begat  Isaac ;  and  was  Sarah 
youthful  ?  Thou  iii^;eBt  despondingly  for  succor. 
Answer  I  who  hath  aSiicted  thee  bo  much,  and  so 
many  times? — God,  or  the  world?  The  privi- 
leges and  promises  whicli  God  bath  mode  thee  he 
hiith  never  broken ;  neitlier  hath  he  said,  aAer 
having  received  ihy  services,  that  this  meaning 
waH  (liflereiit,  and  to  be  understood  in  a  diSereni 
sense.  He  performs  to  the  very  letter.  He  fni- 
fiUs  all  that  he  promises,  ajid  with  IncreaFte.  Such 
is  his  custom.  1  have  shown  thee  what  thy 
Creator  liaih  done  for  thee,  and  what  he  dotb  for 
all.  The  present  is  ihe  reis^rd  of  the  toils  and 
perils  ibou  hast  endured  in  serving  others.'  I 
heard  all  this,"  adds  Columbus,  "  as  one  almost 
dead,  and  had  no  [hiwh-  Io  rejily  to  words  so  true, 
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exocpling  la  weep  for  my  errors.  Wboever  it  viajt 
that  spake  to  me,  GnUlied  b;  aay iug,  '  Penr  not ! 
Confide !  Alt  lhei*e  [ribulaliijag  an:  wrilteo  in 
marble,  and  not  without  cause.' " 

Such  is  liie  eingultir  etaiement  which  Colum- 
bus gave  lo  the  sofereigtis  of  his  siippoeed  viskin. 
It  tias  been  sagg^ted  Uiai  tbia  was  a  mere  ingt;- 
nions  SciioD,  adroitly  devised  hy  liim  lo  convey  a 
leasou  to  bis  prioce ;  but  Gucli  au  idea  is  iucou- 
sblent  with  his  character.  He  was  too  dimply 
iffiboed  with  awe  of  the  Deity,  and  wilh  rever- 
enoe  for  bis  BOTereign.  to  make  such  au  anifi<». 
The  words  here  epukeu  lo  him  by  the  supposed 
TCHce,  are  iruths,  wtiich  dwelt  upou  his  miud.  and 
grieved  bis  «pini  during  his  waking  houn.  It  is 
natnral  that  they  should  recur  vividly  and  coher- 
ently in  hi»  feverbh  dreams  ;  and  in  reealliug  and 
relAiing  a  dream  one  la  uucuosciously  apt  to  give 
it  a  little  euherency.  Be^des,  Culumbus  had  a 
solemn  belief  thai  he  was  a  peculiar  iusirumeui  in 
the  bandF  of  Proviileuce.  which,  toj^tbcr  with  ihe 
deep  tinge  of  supei^tiiioo,  common  to  the  age. 
made  Lim  prone  to  mistake  every  striking  dream 
fiff  a  revelalion.  He  is  not  lu  be  luuaiiured  by  the 
same  standard  with  ordinary  men  in  ui'diuury  cir- 
cumsiaDoeB.  Ii  \a  diiEcult  for  the  miud  to  realize 
hif  siiuaiiou,  and  to  cuueeive  the  exaltaiioue  of 
^irit  lo  which  he  must  have  been  subjected. 
The  artless  munuer  iu  which,  in  bis  letter  to  the 
BorereigiiA,  he  mingle?  up  the  rhapsodies  and 
dreams  of  his  tmaginatiou  with  umpic  hicis  »aA 
woaai  priLCtical  observations,  pouring  theiu  liirtb 
with  8  kiuil  of  acripturul  Mjlciuuitv  anil    poetry 
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of  knguage,  is  ona  uf  tbe  most  striking  iUas- 
iratioris  of  a.  cbaracler  ricLly  oompouaded  of 
exlraordiiidry  otid  apparently  con Irad  101017  ^'^ 
inents. 

I  ID  mediately  after  bis  supposed  vision,  and 
afler  a  dura  [ion  of  cine  days,  the  boislerous 
weather  BubaideJ,  the  sea  became  cabn,  aud  the 
commmiication  with  the  land  was  reatored.  It 
waa  fouod  impossible  to  extricate  the  remaining 
caravel  from  ihe  river ;  but  every  exertion  was 
made  to  bring  off  the  people,  aud  the  property, 
before  there  should  be  a  reiorn  of  the  bad  weather. 
It)  this,  the  exertions  of  the  zealous  Diego  Men- 
dez  Wei's  emiueutly  eiticietiL  Ue  had  been  for 
some  days  preparing  for  auch  an  emergency. 
Culling  up  the  Bails  of  the  caravel,  he  made  great 
sacks  to  receive  tbe  biscuit.  lie  lashed  two  la^ 
diau  canoes  together  with  spare,  so  that  they 
could  not  be  overturned  by  the  waves,  and  made 
B,  platform  on  ihem  capable  of  sustaining  a  great 
burden.  This  kind  of  rail  was  laden  repeatedly 
with  the  atores,  anna,  and  ammunition  which  had 
been  left  on  ahore,  and  with  the  furniture  of  the 
caravel,  which  was  entirely  dismantled.  When 
well  freighted,  it  was  towed  by  the  boat  to  tJie 
Bbips.  In  this  way,  by  conslani  and  sleepless  ex* 
et^ious,  in  the  apace  of  two  days  almost  every 
thing  of  value  waa  transported  on  board  the 
squadron,  and  little  else  left  tbau  tlie  bull  of  the 
caravel,  stranded,  decayed,  and  rolling  in  the 
river.  Diego  Mendez  superintended  the  whole 
embarkation  with  unwearied  watchfulness  and  ao- 
tiTity.     He,  and  five  companions,  were  tbe  last 
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lo  lesTe  the  shore,  remwDiiig  aU  night  at  tljeir 
perilous  post,  uid  embarking  id  the  morning  with 
tlie  la»t  mrgo  of  efieci9. 

Nothing  could  «qual  the  tnui^ports  of  the 
Spanianls.  when  they  found  themselTes  once 
more  on  board  of  the  ships,  and  saw  a  space  of 
ocran  betneeii  them  and  those  forests  which  had 
latelj  -eemed  distilled  to  be  ibcir  graven.  The 
joy  of  their  corarodes  seemed  little  inferior  to 
their  own ;  and  the  perils  and  hardships  which 
hud  surrounded  them  tvere  fbrgolleii  for  a  time 
in  mutual  congratulations.  The  admiral  mas  so 
much  impressed  wjlli  a  sense  of  the  high  services 
rendered  by  Di^o  Mendez,  thruughout  the  late 
time  of  danger  and  disaster,  that  he  gave  him  the 
rommand  of  the  cnravel,  vacant  by  the  death  of 
the  unfortunate  Diego  Tristan.' 


CHAPTER  X. 


[1503.] 

l^^j^illK  wind  at  lutigtli  becamiDg  ravornble. 
Ng^A  Coliimbua  sel  sail,  lowurJs  the  eii<1  af 
|tW.<^|  April,  from  [he  disHstrons  coast  of  Veni- 
guiu  The  wrelplied  conditioD  of  the  Bhips,  the 
enfeebled  sitite  of  the  crews,  and  the  scarcity  of 
provisions,  delermiited  him  to  make  the  best  of 
bis  way  to  Hidpanioln.  where  he  might  relit  his 
vessels  and  pi'ocore  the  necessary  supplies  for  the 
voyage  to  Europe.  To  the  surprise  of  liis  pilot 
and  crews,  however,  on  makinj;  sail,  he  stood  again 
along  the  cooal  lo  the  eHStward,  instead  of  steering 
north,  which  they  considered  the  direct  route  to 
HiepBDioIa.  They  fancied  that  he  intended  to 
proceed  immediately  for  Spain,  aud  murmured 
loudly  at  tlie  madneas  of  attcmpiiog  so  long  a 
voyage,  with  ships  destitute  of  stores  and  cod- 
sumed  by  woiins.  Columbus  and  his  brother, 
however,  had  studied  the  navigation  of  those  seas 
wiih  a  more  observant  and  experienced  eye.  Tliey 
considered  it  advisable  to  gaiu  a  considerable  dis- 
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lAitce  to  ttie  eadt,  before  stanOiiig  Hci'oes  lor  Ilis- 
paiiioln,  to  nvoid  being  swept  uwuj  far  beiow  their 
destined  port  by  ihe  strong  currents  setting  con- 
stantly to  the  wesL^  Tlie  admiral,  bowever,  did 
not  impart  his  reasons  to  the  pilots,  being  niixious 
to  keep  Ihe  knowledge  of  his  routes  as  mnch  to 
himself  Hs  possible,  seeing  that  there  were  so  many 
ftdventnrers  crowding  into  the  field,  and  ready  to 
follow  on  his  iraek.  He  even  took  from  the 
mariners  their  charts,-  and  boasts,  in  a  letter  to 
the  sovereigns,  that  none  of  his  pilots  would  be 
able  to  retrace  the  ronie  to  and  fiom  Verngua, 
nor  to  describe  where  it  was  situated. 

Disregarding  the  murmurs  of  his  men,  there- 
fbre,  he  continued  along  the  coast  eastward  as  tar 
as  Pnerlo  Bello.  Here  he  was  obliged  to  leave 
one  of  the  caravels,  beino[  so  pierced  by  worms, 
that  it  was  impossible  to  keep  iier  afloat.  All  the 
crews  were  now  crowded  in  two  caravels,  and  these 
were  little  better  than  mere  wnjeks.  The  utmost 
exertions  were  necessary  to  ke«p  them  free  from 
mter ;  while  Ihe  incessant  labor  of  the  pumps 
bore  hard  on  men  enfeebled  by  scanty  diet,  nud 
dejected  by  various  hardships.  Continuing  on- 
ward, they  passed  Port  Betrete,  and  s  number  of 
which  the  admiral  gHVu  the  name  of 
Las  Barbns,  now  termed  the  Muluias,  a  little  be- 
yond Point  BUs.  Here  he  supposed  that  ho  bad 
amved  at  the  province  of  Maii^  in  the  teiriiories 
of  tbe  Grand  Khan,  described  by  Uaroo  Polo  as 
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a'1J<'i"i"g  'o  Cnlliay.'  He  conliuaed  on  aboat 
teu  ieitgiies  furiber,  until  he  approHched  the  en- 
tmnce  of  wluit  is  at  present  called  Ibe  Gulf  of 
Dnrien.  Here  be  bad  a  consul tution  with  his 
oiptains  and  pilola,  who  remonstrated  at  hU  per- 
sisting in  [bis  struggle  against  contrary  winds  find 
currents,  reproaenting  the  lamentable  plight  of 
the  ships,  and  the  inSrm  state  of  the  crews.'  Bid- 
ding farewell,  therefore,  to  the  mnin-Und,  be  stood 
northward  on  the  1st  of  Maj',  in  quest  of  His- 
paniola.  As  ibe  wind  was  easlerly,  with  a  strong 
carrent  setting  to  the  west,  he  kept  as  near  the 
win'l  as  possible.  So  little  did  his  pilots  know  of 
ibeir  situation,  that  tbey  supposed  tbemselves  to 
the  eiist  of  the  Caribbee  Islands,  whereas  the  ad- 
miral feared  that,  with  all  bis  exerlioua,  he  should 
fall  to  tbe  westward  of  HiBpaoiola.^  His  appre- 
hensions proved  to  be  well  founded ;  for  on  the 
10th  of  tbe  month,  he  came  in  sigbt  of  two  buibU 
low  islands  to  tbe  uortb-west  of  Hispaoiolo,  to 
which,  from  tbe  great  (juaiitities  of  tortoises  seen 
about  tbera,  he  gnve  the  name  of  the  Tortugaa  ; 
they  are  now  known  as  tbe  Caymans.  Passing 
wide  of  these,  ami  continuing  directly  north,  he 
found  himself,  on  the  30th  of  May,  among  the 
cluster  of  isUmls  on  the  south  side  of  Cuba,  to 
which  he  bad  formerly  given  the  name  of  the 
Queen's  Gardens  —  having  been  carried  between 
eight  and  nine  degrees  west  of  his  destined  port. 

>  Letter  from  .lamiica. 

''  LVHliniony  of  Hedto  da  Ledesau.    Pleito  it  lo*  Calaas*. 

*  Letter  from  Jainnictt. 
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Here  he  cnst  nnulior  near  one  of  (he  Keys,  About 
teu  leagues  from  tlie  main  island.  His  crews  were 
suffering  excessively  tbrougli  scanty  provisions 
and  great  fatigue ;  notliing  was  left  of  Uie  sea- 
stores  but  a  little  biscuit,  oil,  and  vinegar;  and 
they  were  obliged  to  labor  iatessautly  at  the 
pumps  to  keep  the  vessels  afloat.  Tliey  liuil 
scarcely  ancliored  at  these  islands,  when  there 
came  on,  at  miduiglit,  a  suddeu  tempest  of  such 
violeiii-v.  that,  according  lo  the  strong  expression 
of  Columbus,  it  seemed  as  if  the  world  would  dis- 
solve.' They  lost  three  of  their  anchors  almost 
immediate ty,  and  the  caravel  Bermuda  whs  driven 
with  such  violence  upon  the  ship  of  the  admiral, 
that  the  bow  of  the  one  aud  the  stem  of  the  other, 
were  greatly  shattered.  The  sea  running  high,  and 
the  wind  being  boisterous,  the  vessels  chaled  and 
injured  each  other  dreadfully,  and  it  was  with 
great  difficulty  that  they  wore  separated.  One 
anchor  only  remained  to  the  admiral's  ship,  aud 
this  saved  him  from  being  driven  upon  the  rocks ; 
but  at  dayliglit  the  cahle  was  found  nearly  worn 
asunder.  Uiid  the  iturkness  continued  an  hour 
longer,  he  could  scarcely  have  escaped  shipwreck.* 
At  the  end  of  six  days,  the  weather  having 
inod<:raled,  he  resumed  his  course,  staJiding  east- 
ward for  Hispaniola :  "  his  people,"  as  he  says, 
"dismayed  and  down-hearted;  almost  all  his  an- 
chors lost,  and  his  vessels  bored  as  full  of  holes  as 
a  honey-comb."    After  struggling  against  contrary 
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winda  and  Uie  u^ual  cDirenU  from  the  east,  he 
reoclieil  Gape  Cruz,  and  nnchored  at  a  villuge  in 
ihe  province  of  Slacaca,'  where  he  had  laucUed 
in  I4!)4,  in  his  voyagu  along  the  southern  cooat  of 
Cuba.  Here  be  was  detainml  by  lie.ul-winds  for 
several  dayd,  during  wliicli  lie  was  supplied  with 
cusiiiiva  lircftd  Ly  the  natives.  Making  sail  ngain. 
lie  endeavored  to  beat  up  to  Hispaiiiola;  but  eveiy 
eSbrt  was  in  vain.  Tho  winds  and  cnrrents  cou- 
tinuod  adverse  ;  the  leaks  continually  gained  upoo 
hie  veeseU,  though  the  pumps  were  kept  iuces- 
aantly  going,  and  ihe  seamen  even  baled  the  naler 
out  with  buckets  and  kettles.  The  admiral  itoit 
sUkkI,  in  despiiir,  for  thu  isluud  of  Jamaica,  to  seek 
Borne  secure  port ;  for  there  was  imrainent  danger 
of  Ibunderiug  at  sea.  On  tlie  eve  of  St.  John, 
the  23d  of  June,  they  put  into  Puerto  Bueno, 
now  called  Dry  Harbor,  but  met  with  none  of 
the  natives  from  whom  tliey  could  obtain  pro- 
visions, nor  was  titers  any  fresh  water  to  be  liad 
in  Ihe  neighborhood.  .Suiferiug  from  hunger  and 
thirst,  they  eniled  eastward,  on  the  following  day, 
lo  another  harbor,  to  which  the  admiral  on  his 
first  visit  to  the  island  hod  given  the  uaine  of 
Port  Siiuta  Gloria. 

Here,  at  last,  Columbus  had  to  give  up  his 
long  and  arduous  struggle  against  the  unreniilling 
pei'secution  of  thu  elements.  His  ships,  reduced 
to  mere  wi'ecks,  could  no  longer  keep  ttie  sea,  and 
were  ready  to  sink  even  in  [wrl.  He  ordered 
ihem,  therefore,  to  be  run  aground,  within  a  bow- 
shot  of  the  shore,  and  fastened  together,  side  by 

'  Hisl.  del  Almiriute.    Juurnal  of  Pocru. 


CSRISTOFBER  COLVMBCS.  431 

side.  Tbey  won  filled  with  water  lo  iJic  de<^ 
Thfllclied  cabins  wtre  then  erected  M  ihe  prow 
aud  item  for  Uie  soconnnodalioQ  of  ihe  crews, 
and  tbe  wreck  waf  placed  in  tbe  best  po<«iblc  siaie 
of  defeiif«.  Thus  castled  iu  the  sea,  he  Iniittcd 
to  be  able  to  repel  any  sudden  attack  of  the 
natives,  and  bI  tbe  sanie  tiioe  lo  keep  bi$  men 
froin  roving  aboat  the  neig^bborbood  atid  iDdulgiDg 
ID  tbeir  usual  exceitse^  No  one  wa:^  allowed  lo 
go  oa  shore  wiifaoui  especial  license,  and  ibe  ut- 
moet  precsation  was  taken  lo  preveui  aiir  ofleose 
being  given  to  ihe  IndiHa<^  Anv  exasperatioD 
of  them  might  be  fatal  lo  the  Spaiiioirls  iu  their 
foriom  ^tuetioii.  A  fire-brai>d  thrown  into  their 
wooden  fortress-  might  wrap  it  in  dame^  and  leave 
them  defenseless  amidst  hostile  ibotisands. 


BOOK   XVI. 
CHAlTEft    I. 


or  DiBUO  MEMns  vnra  the  OACiqoK 
FOB  SDPPUBa  OF  pRoviaiosB.— sBsr  to  has  dosqngo 

BY  COLCMUUS  IN  tjrEST  OF  BELIEF. 
[1503.] 

l^gSB  IIK  island  of  JaiDtiice  was  extremely  pop- 
I^Sl  iilaua  and  fertile;  and  ihe  harbor  bood 
i|f'*''Tll|  switrmed  with  Indiana,  w!io  brought  pro- 
visions lo  biLiicr  with  the  Spaniards.  To  preveot 
any  disputes  in  purchasing  or  sharing  these  enp- 
plies,  two  persona  were  appointed  to  superintend 
all  bargains,  and  the  provisions  thus  obtained 
were  divided  every  evening  among  lUe  people 
This  arrBJigement  liad  n  happy  effect  iu  pro- 
moting a  peaceful  intercourBc.  The  stores  thus 
furnished,  however,  coming  from  a  limited  nel^- 
borbood  of  improvident  beings,  were  not  eufficieni 
for  the  ueceBsities  of  the  Spaniards,  and  were  so 
irregular  as  olten  to  leave  them  in  pinching  want. 
They  feared,  too,  that  the  neighborhood  might 
soon  be  exhausted,  in  which  case  they  would  be 
reduced  to  famine.  In  this  emergency.  Diego 
MenJez    s tupped    forward    with    his    accuslonied 
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Mel,  tind  Toluiiteered  to  set  off  with  llirec  men, 
on  a  fontging  expedition  about  ihe  island.  Mis 
offer  beiug  gladlj  nccepted  b^  the  adinirnl,  he 
depfttted  with  his  commdes,  well  nrmed.  He 
was  everywhere  treated  with  the  utmost  kind- 
ness by  the  imtives.  Tliey  took  lum  to  tlieir 
house!!,  set  ment  and  drink  belbre  liim  Bnd  liis 
companions,  and  perrormed  hII  the  riles  of 
Bavflge  hospitality.  Meiidez  made  oii  nrrange- 
menl  with  the  eacic|iie  ol'  u  numerous  tribe,  that 
his  subjects  Khoiilil  hunt  aud  fish,  and  niuke 
cassava  hreud,  and  bring  a  quantity  of  provisions 
every  dey  to  the  harbor.  They  were  to  receive, 
in  exchange,  knives,  comhs.  beads,  fish-hooks, 
hawks'-beJU,  and  oilier  articles,  Irani  a  Spaninrd, 
who  was  to  reside  among  them  for  that  purpose. 
The  agreement  behig  made,  Mendez  dispatched 
one  of  his  comrades  to  apprise  the  mlmiml.  He 
then  pursued  bis  jotirney  three  lengues  further, 
where  Ue  made  a  similar  arrBngemeul,  and  dis- 
pAlched  another  of  his  companions  to  the  admiral. 
Proceeding  onward,  about  thirteen  leagues  from 
the  ships,  he  arrived  at  the  residence  of  another 
caotque,  called  Huareo,  where  he  was  generously 
enlertaiueU.  The  cacique  ordered  hia  subjects  to 
bring  a  large  quantity  of  provisions,  for  whiuli 
Meudez  paid  him  on  the  spot,  and  made  arrange- 
ments for  a  like  supply  at  staled  intervals.  He 
dispatched  his  third  companion  with  this  supply 
lo  the  admiral,  requesting,  as  usual,  that  an  agent 
might  be  sent  to  receive  and  pay  for  the  regular 
deliveries  of  provisions. 

Mendez  was  now  lell  alone,  bat  he  was  fond 
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of  any  enterprise  that  gave  individual  dislinctioD. 
He  requested  of  the  cacique  two  luJians  to  ac- 
compauy  liim  to  the  end  of  (he  islaud ;  one 
to  carry  his  provisions,  and  tlie  other  lo  bear 
the  liBininock  or  cotton  net  in  which  he  slepL 
These  lieing  granted,  he  pushed  resolutely  for- 
ward along  the  coa.?t,  until  he  reached  the 
eastern  extremity  of  Jamaica.  Here  he  found  a 
{KtwerTul  cacique  of  the  uanie  of  Amcyro.  Men- 
des  had  buoyant  xpirilE,  great  address,  and  an  iu- 
gratiating  manner  %vith  the  savages.  He  aud 
the  cacique  hecame  great  friends,  ext^anged 
names,  which  is  a.  kind  of  lokeu  of  brotherhood, 
and  Mendez  engaged  him  to  riirnish  provisioua 
lo  the  ships.  He  then  bought  au  excellent  canoe 
of  the  cacique,  for  which  he  gave  ii  splendid 
braaa  biisin,  a  short  frock  or  cassock,  and  one  of 
the  two  shirls  which  formed  his  stock  of  lineii. 
The  cacique  furnished  liim  with  aix  Indians  to 
navigate  his  bark,  and  ihey  parted  mutually  wdl 
pleased.  Diego  Mendez  coasted  his  way  back, 
touching  at  the  \'ariou9  places  where  he  had 
made  his  urraugcments.  He  found  liie  Spanish 
agents  already  arrived  at  them,  loaded  liis  canoe 
with  provisions,  and  returned  in  tiiumph  tu  the 
harbor,  where  he  was  received  with  aochtmatioits 
by  his  comrades,  and  with  open  arms  by  the 
admiraL  Tlie  provisions  he  brought  were  a 
most  seasouable  supply,  for  the  Spaniards  were 
absolutely  lasting;  and  thence  lor  ward  Indian*  ar- 
rived daily,  well  laden,  from  the  marls  which  he 
bad  established.' 

1  Beluciuii  per  Diego  Mcadei.    NsviuTi.'ti.-,  torn.  L 
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The  immediate  wants  of  his  people  being  tbua 
provided  for,  ColumbuB  revolved,  in  bis  anxiinis 
mind,  tbe  meaos  of  getting  from  llii?  island.  Hi^ 
ships  were  beyond  the  possibilily  of  repair,  iiiid 
there  was  no  hope  of  any  chance  sail  arriving  to 
his  relief,  on  ihe  shores  of  a  sarnge  island,  in  an 
nofrequented  eea.  The  most  likely  measure  ap- 
peared to  be  lo  send  notice  of  his  situation  (o 
Ovando,  the  governor  at  San  Domingo,  entreat- 
ing him  to  diaputch  a  vessel  to  his  relief.  But 
how  was  this  message  lo  be  conveyed  ?  The 
distance  betweeu  Jamaica  and  Uispaitiola  was 
forty  leagues,  across  a  gulf  swept  by  contrary 
currents ;  there  were  no  means  of  ti'niispoi'titig 
B  messenger,  except  in  the  light  canoes  of  the 
uvages ;  and  who  would  undertake  so  luizardous 
A  voyage  in  a  frail  bark  of  the  kind  ?  Suddenly 
the  idea  of  Diego  Meadei,  and  the  canoe  he  )iad 
recently  purchased,  presented  ilsell'  to  the  mind 
of  Columbus.  Ho  kuew  the  ardor  and  intre- 
pidity of  Mendez,  nnd  bia  love  of  distinction  by 
any  hazardous  exploit.  Taking  him  aside,  there- 
fore, he  addressed  him  in  a  manner  calculated 
both  to  stimulate  his  zeal,  aud  Hatter  his  self- 
love.  Mendez  himself  gives  an  artless  account 
of  this  interesting  conversation,  which  is  iuU  of 
character. 

"  Diego  Mendez.  my  son,"  said  the  venerable 
adaiiral,  "none  of  those  whom  I  iiave  here  under- 
stand the  great  peril  id  which  we  are  placed, 
excepting  you  and  myself.  We  are  few  in 
numticr.  and  these  savage  Indians  ai'e  maciy,  and 
of  iickle    and    irritable    natures.     On   the   least 
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provocfttinn  ihey  mav  throw  firebrands  from  tlie 
shore,  und  coiiBuine  us  in  our  straw-lhiilclii^ 
cabins.  Tlie  iirniiigenieut  wliicb  ^oii  linve  mnde 
with  then)  fur  pmvisions,  nud  witieli  at  present 
Ibey  fulfill  to  cbeerrully,  to-uiorrow  tliey  miiy 
breHk  in  tlieir  caprice,  aud  may  refuse  \t>  bring 
us  iinythiug ;  nor  have  we  tliB  meiins  to  compel 
ihem  by  furce,  but  are  eutirely  at  ibeir  pleasure. 
I  have  ibouglit  of  a  remedy,  if  it  meets  with 
your  Ticws.  In  this  canoe  which  you  have  pur- 
chased, Boiue  one  may  pass  over  lo  Hit>piui)ola, 
Bud  procure  a  ship,  by  which  we  may  all  bo 
delivered  from  this  great  peril  into  which  we 
have  fallen.  Tull  me  your  opinion  on  tba 
mailer." 

"To  this,"  says  Diego  Mendez,  "I  replied: 
•  Sefior,  the  danger  in  which  we  are  pltwed,  I 
well  know,  is  fnr  greater  tliati  is  easily  couceived. 
As  to  passing  from  this  island  to  Hbpaniolui  tn 
BO  small  a  vessel  as  a  canoe,  I  hold  it  not  merely 
difficult,  but  impossible  j  since  it  is  nece««try  to 
traverse  a  gulf  of  forty  leagues,  and  b«lwcon 
islands  where  the  sea  is  extremely  impetuous, 
and  seldom  in  repose.  I  know  not  who  iheru  ii 
would  adventure  upon  so  extreme  a  periL' " 

Columbus  made  no  reply,  but  from  bis  looks 
and  the  nature  of  bis  silence,  Mendex  plainly 
perceived  hinisclf  la  he  the  person  whom  ibe  nd- 
mii'iLl  had  iu  view  ;  "  Whereupon,"  continues  \m, 
"  1  added  :  '  Senor,  I  have  many  limes  put  my 
life  ill  peril  of  death  tu  save  you  and  all  thoa 
who  are  here,  aud  God  bus  bitherlo  preserved 
me  iu  H  miraculouii  nmnncr.     There  are,  never- 
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(h«]  yrmt  Erod- 
wbcpein  Iiiin.-.r  is 
to  I)t  gniDed,  wiiile  lb«*  are  tAltew  in  ymir  <v>m- 
pMiy  mbo  would  esemte  ihc-m  a»  well  us  1  lio. 
"niercfore,  I  be^  llml  von  would  Munmnn  all  lh« 
people,  and  propose  ihia  fnWrprwe  to  them,  to 
«ee  if  arooog  ibem  iliere  is  any  oue  vfIki  will  tin- 
dMlake  it,  (rliidi  I  doubt.  If  all  il^'lJnc  it,  I 
will  then  come  for«-8rd  and  risk  my  life  in  yiHir 
eervice,  afl  I  manj  times  liave  done' " ' 

The  adniiral  gladly  huraored  the  wisliiw  of  ilie 
wortby  Meiidei,  for  uever  was  simple  e)iul[«ni 
aecompatiieii  by  more  generous  and  devoted  loy- 
alty. On  the  following  morning,  thp  crow  wm 
assembled,  nnd  the  proposition  publicly  mwlo. 
Every  one  drew  back  at  the  thoiigli(«  cif  it,  pn»- 
nounciug  it  ibe  heiglit  of  raahnOM.  Upon  tbii, 
Diugo  Mendez  stepped  forward.  "  Se5iir,"  xHld 
he,  "I  have  but  one  life  lo  lose,  yot  I  nin  will- 
iDg  to  venture  it  for  your  Bcrvieo  nnil  fur  llio 
good  of  all  here  present,  nnd  I  triiMl  in  Ilie  piii- 
tei.-iio[i  of  God,  which  I  liavB  experitiited  on  »o 
maiiy  other  occasions." 

Columbus  embraced  hia  zenloUN  follower,  who 
immediulely  set  about  preparing  for  hi*  (!X|>ei|i* 
lioD.  Drawing  liia  canuc  ou  Dhorv,  hi!  jiut  on  a 
false  keeU  imiled  weatlier'boafds  aluri}(  the  tiOW 
and  stem,  to  prevent  the  itea  from  brciiking  rtver 
it ;  ptij'ed  it  wild  a  coat  of  tar  ;  funiinticil  it  wllb 
a  mast  and  sail,  and  pm  in  provistMii  fur  hiili- 
selC  a  SpMtiah  eonraik,  and  t\%  Indian*. 

Id  the  toean   tnne,  CbhmibM  wm(e  leibtrs  lo 
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Ovando,  requesting  that  a  ship  might  be  irame- 
(lialely  sent  to  bring  him  and  hta  men  to  Hixpan- 
ioln.  Ho  wi-ote  a  letter,  likewise,  to  the  sorer- 
eigna ;  for.  iifttr  fulfilling  \m  mission  at  Snn 
Domingo,  Diego  Mendez  was  to  proceed  to  SpRiti 
ou  tlie  ndmiraVs  atlkirs.  In  a  letter  to  the  sov~ 
ereigns,  Columbus  depicted  his  deplorable  sitoa- 
lion,  and  entreated  that  a  vesai;!  might  be  dis- 
patched lo  Hii^imnioliL,  to  eonvey  himself  and  Iub 
crew  to  Spain.  He  gave  a  comprehensive  Recount 
of  his  voyage,  most  particulars  of  which  have 
already  been  incorporated  in  this  history,  and  he 
insisted  greatly  on  the  importance  of  the  discov- 
ery of  Veragua.  He  gave  it  as  his  opinion,  that 
here  were  the  mines  of  the  Aurea  CJiersonesns, 
whence  Solomon  had  derived  such  wealth  for  the 
building  of  the  Temple-  He  entreated  that  this 
golden  coast  might  not,  like  other  places  which 
he  had  discovered,  be  abandoned  to  adventurere, 
or  placed  under  the  government  of  men  who 
felt  no  interest  in  the  cause.  "  Tliis  is  tiot  a 
child,"  be  adds,  ''to  be  abandoned  to  a  step- 
mother. I  never  think  of  Hlspuuiola  and  Pnria 
wiihout  weeping.  Their  ease  is  desperate,  aud 
past  cure ;  I  hope  their  example  may  cause  this 
region  lo  be  treated  in  a  differeut  manner."  Hia 
iniHginalion  becomes  healed.  He  magnifies  the 
supposed  importance  of  Veragua,  as  transcending 
all  his  forcncr  dlscoveriej  i  and  be  alludes  to  his 
favorite  project  for  the  deliverance  of  the  holy 
sepulchre  :  -■  Jerusalem,"  he  saja,  *•  and  Mount 
Sion  are  lo  be  rebuilt  by  the  hand  of  a  Chris- 
tian.    Who  is  be  to  be  ?     God,  by  the  mouth  of 
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the  Prophet,  in  the  fourteentli  Psalm,  declares  it. 
The  Abbot  Joachim  '  says  that  he  b  to  conic  oiii 
of  Spain."  Hia  iboughia  iheii  revert  to  tlie  aii- 
cieDt  story  nf  the  Grand  Khan,  who  had  requested 
that  sages  might  be  seiil  to  iimlrucL  him  in  the 
Christian  faith.  Columbus,  thinking  that  he  had 
been  in  the  very  vicinity  of  Cntiiay,  exclaims 
with  sudden  zeal,  "  Who  will  offer  himself  fur 
this  task  ?  If  our  Lord  permit  me  to  return  to 
Spain,  1  engage  lo  lake  him  there,  Giod  helping, 
in  safely." 

Kotbing  is  more  characteiistic  of  Columbus 
than  his  earnest,  artless,  at  tiroes  eloquent,  and 
at  times  nlmost  incoherent  letters.  What  an  in- 
stance of  souring  eiilhualasm  and  irrepressible 
enterprise  is  here  exhibited.  At  the  time  that 
be  was  indulging  in  the^ie  visions,  and  proposing 
uew  and  romantic  enterprises,  he  was  broken 
down  by  age  and  infirmities,  racked  by  pain,  coo- 
fined  to  his  bed,  and  shut  up  in  a  wreck  on  the 
coast  of  a  remote  and  savage  island.    No  stronger 
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uDuIic  impurlance.  lie  died  in  13(3,  hivinp  Bt- 
tajnal  73  yesn  of  ace,  leaving;  a  grral  nuinbtr  of  woHui 
UDOSg  the  mmt  Imown  an  cotoDieijUria  on  iMtata,  J«ra- 
mish,  aoi]  the  ApiwaJitwe.  Then  arc  abo  prapheciu  hy  him, 
"  irhieh,"  itmyi  Ihe  I^ioiiaiin  HitUirlciue,)  "  dnrjng  hit  lift, 
made  him  lo  Im  admind  by  fonb,  and  deepfsed  br  men 
dT  Kan  ;  al  pnaeoi  Uw  latUr  MDIinieflt  prevaila  He  im 
cittier  \tsrj  ireak,  or  veij  proaiDpliunia,  Id  dalter  hiiMeir 
thai  he  had  the  key*  of  tbiogi  at  whicb  God  rt»rvE<  the 
te  himKlC"  —  Diet.  liiaL  lorn.  S.  Cuo,  ITSS. 
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picture  can  be  given  of  his  ailimcion,  ibaa  that 
wliieli  siiortly  fuliuwa  tliis  traiiaient  gluw  of  ex- 
cilomenl,  wlieii,  with  one  of  his  suctdeii  transi- 
tions of  lliouglit,  he  nwakeua,  aa  it  were,  to  fai« 
actual  cunilitioti. 

"  Hilhei'to,"  sajs  be.  **  I  have  wept  for  otiiers  ; 
but  now,  linve  piiy  upon  rae,  Heaven,  and  weep 
for  me,  O  eiirth  !  In  my  temporal  concerns,  with- 
out n  fnrthing  lo  offer  for  a  mass ;  cast  HW&y 
here  in  lt>e  ludioH ;  surrounded  by  cruel  and 
hostile  siLvnges  ;  isolnled,  infirm,  esjwcliug  each 
day  will  be  my  la^t :  in  spiritual  concerns,  separ- 
ated from  the  holy  sacmmenia  of  the  Church,  so 
that  my  »oul,  if  parted  here  from  my  body,  must 
he  forever  lost  1  Weep  for  mc,  whoever  has 
charity,  truth,  and  justice  I  I  came  not  on  (bis 
voyage  to  gain  houor  or  estate,  that  is  moat  cer- 
tain, for  all  hope  of  the  kind  was  already  dead 
within  me.  I  came  to  serve  your  miyesties,  with 
a  sound  iuteution  and  an  honest  zeal,  and  I  speak 
uo  falsehoot].  If  it  dhould  please  Giod  tn  deliver 
me  hence,  I  humbly  supplicate  your  luajesties  to 
permit  me  to  repair  lo  Rome,  and  perform  other 
pilgrimages." 

The  despatches  being  ready,  and  the  prepara- 
tions of  the  canoe  completed,  Diego  Slfndex  em- 
barki'd,  with  his  Spanish  comrade  and  his  six  In- 
dians, and  departed  along  the  const  to  the  east- 
ward. The  \'oyii};e  was  toilsome  and  perilous. 
They  had  to  make  their  way  against  strong  cur- 
retits.  Ouce  they  were  taken  by  roving  canoes 
of  Indiana,  but  mode  their  escape,  and  at  length 
arrived  at  the  end  of  the  island,  a  distance  of 


thirtv-four  lea^iiies  from  the  Imrbor.  Here  thev 
remained,  waiting  for  cjilm  weather  to  venture 
upon  the  broad  gulf,  when  they  were  suddenly 
surrounded  and  taken  prisoners  by  a  number  of 
hostile  Indians,  who  carried  them  off  a  distance 
of  three  leagues,  where  they  determined  to  kill 
them.  Some  dispute  arose  about  the  division  of 
the  spoils  taken  from  the  Spaniards,  whereupon 
the  savages  agreed  to  settle  it  by  a  game  of 
chance.  While  they  were  thus  engaged,  Diego 
Mendez  escaped,  found  his  way  to  his  ciinoe,  em- 
barked in  it,  and  returned  alone  to  the  harbor 
after  fifteen  days'  absence.  What  became  of  his 
companions  he  does  not  mention,  being  seldom 
apt  to  speak  of  any  person  but  himself.  This 
account  is  taken  from  the  narrative  inserted  in 
his  last  will  and  testament 

Columbus,  though  grieved  at  the  failure  of  his 
message,  was  rejoiced  at  the  escape  of  the  faithful 
Mendez.  The  latter,  nothing  daunted  by  the 
perils  and  hardships  he  had  undergone,  offered  to 
depart  immediately  on  a  second  attempt,  provided 
he  could  have  persons  to  accompany  him  to  the 
eiul  of  the  island,  and  protect  iiim  from  the  natives. 
This  the  Adelantado  offered  to  undertake,  with  a 
large  party  well  armed.  Bartholomew  Fiesco,  a 
Genoese,  who  had  been  captain  of  one  of  the 
caravels,  was  associated  with  Mendez  in  this 
second  exfjedition.  He  was  a  man  of  great  worth, 
strongly  attached  to  the  admiral,  and  much  es- 
teemed by  him.  Each  had  a  large  c^uioe  under  his 
command,  in  which  were  six  Spaniards  and  ten 
Indiaos  —  the  latter  were  to  serve  as  oarsmen. 


442    LIFE  AND   VOYAGES   OF   COLUilBCS. 

The  ranoes  were  to  keep  in  company.  Ou  reaclt- 
iDg  Hispanioln,  Fie.ico  was  (a  return  immedialely 
to  Jamaici.  to  reliefe  the  anxioty  of  the  admiml 
and  his  urew,  by  tidings  of  the  safe  arrival  of 
their  messenger.  lu  the  menu  time,  Diego  Meodez 
WHS  to  pi-aeeed  to  Sao  Domingo,  deliver  his  letter 
to  Ovando,  procure  and  dispateh  h  ship,  uud  then 
depart  for  Spuin  with  a  letter  to  the  savereigus. 

All  arrangcmenls  being  made,  the  Iiidinna  placed 
in  llie  canoes  their  frugal  provision  of  cBssnvn 
bread,  and  each  his  calabash  of  wnier.  The 
Spaniards,  besides  their  brend,  had  a  supply  of 
tlie  tlesb  of  ulias,  and  each  his  sword  and  tnrgei. 
In  thia  way  ibey  launched  forth  upon  thoir  long 
and  perilous  voyage,  followed  by  the  prayers  of 
Iheir  countrymen. 

The  Adelanlndo  with  his  armed  band  kept  pdoe 
with  ihem  along  the  coast.  There  was  no  attempt 
of  the  natives  to  molest  them,  and  they  arrived  in 
stiTcly  al  the  end  of  the  island.  Here  they  remained 
three  days  befoi-e  the  seu  was  sufKcienlly  calm  Ibr 
them  to  venture  forth  in  their  feeble  barks.  At 
length  tIjQ  weather  being  quite  serene,  they  bade 
farewell  to  iheir  comrades  and  committed  them- 
selves to  the  broad  sea.  The  Ailelantado  remained 
watching  them,  until  they  became  mere  specks  un 
the  ocean,  and  the  evening  hid  them  from  his 
view.  The  next  day  be  set  out  on  his  retnrn  to 
the  harbor,  stopping  at  vurious  villages  on  the 
way,  and  endeavoring  to  confirm  the  good-will  of 
the  natives.' 

■  Hirt.  del  Almlnuile,  up.  101. 
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ni^i  have  bees  tliongl)t  tint  the  (td- 
rse    fortune   which   had  so  long   per- 

•uiai   Columbnf  was  now  <-xhnii3led. 

Tb«  «nvr  which  had  oac«  Eiickeocd  At  liis  glor^ 
anij  pnwperiiT.  conld  scsrcelj  hav«  deTi.4(.Hl  for 
him  a  more  forlorn  heritane  hi  the  worid  he  had 
diacorered.  The  lenant  of  a  wrecb  on  a  ssriige 
CoaM.  in  an  untraTerf^d  o(«mi,  at  the  oiercy  of 
itw  bariaTnu*  bord«s.  who,  in  a  inoiDeni.  (rom  pre- 
cwiouE  frienda,  might  be  mnstbmiFd  into  ferocioos 
enemies:  alBkied.  tuo.  by  excnicintiiig  tnaWies 
which  eenSned  bin  to  hi$  bed,  and  hj  the  paiiu 
and  isfirnddes  which  hardships  and  anzielj  bad 
belied  npon  his  adraitdun  n^e-  Btit  be  fa»d  not 
yet  exbau»l«d  hid  cap  of  bitLemeas.  He  had  jret 
to  experience  an  eril  wur^e  Uuu)  storm,  or  ^ip- 
wreck,  or  hwtiljr  angiutb.  or  the  violeooe  of  savage 
bordes, —  the  perfidf  of  ifaose  io  whom  be  cnofided. 
Hendez  and  FietCD  had  not  iaag  departed  wbea 
the  Spaniards  in  the  wreck  bt^an  to  grow  Mdtlj, 
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parll/  from  (he  toils  aod  exposures  of  the  recent 
TOynge,  piirlly  from  being  crowtlt-tl  in  narrotr 
quarlers  iti  a  moist  and  sultry  cliinute,  atid  pnrti/ 
from  wnnt  of  Ilieir  accuatomed  food,  for  they  could 
not  hnbiluiile  themselves  to  (he  Tegelatile  diet  of 
the  Indiana.  Their  ra»ladies  were  rendered  more 
itisupportiible  by  mental  suffering,  by  tlint  suspense 
which  fi-ela  the  spirit,  and  (liHt  hope  deferred 
which  corrodes  the  heart  Accuslamed  to  n  life 
of  bustle  and  vnriely,  tliey  had  now  nothing  to  do 
but  loiter  about  the  dreary  hulk,  look  out  npon 
the  sea,  watch  ibr  the  canoe  of  Kiesco,  n-onder  at 
its  prolracied  ahaence,  and  doubi  its  relnni.  A 
long  time  elapsed,  much  more  than  sufficient  for 
the  voyage,  but  nothing  waa  seen  or  hiuird  of  the 
catioe.  Fears  were  enlertuliied  tlist  tlieir  mes- 
senger bad  periabed.  If  so,  how  long  were  they 
to  remain  here,  vainly  looking  for  relief  which  was 
never  to  arrive?  Some  sank  into  deep  de^ipond- 
ency,  others  became  peevish  and  impatient.  Mur- 
murs bnike  forth,  and,  as  usual  with  men  iti  dis- 
tress, murmurs  of  the  most  uiirensonable  kind.  In- 
stead ufsympathiziog  with  their  aged  and  infirm 
commander,  who  was  involved  in  the  same  calami- 
ty, who  in  Butfering  transcended  them  all,  and  yet 
who  was  incessantly  studious  of  their  welfiire,  lliey 
began  to  rail  agiiinst  him  as  the  cause  of  all  their 
misfortunes. 

Tlie  fuctious  feeling  of  an  anreitsonabie  mtilli- 
tude  would  be  of  little  imgnrtance  if  left  to  itself, 
atul  might  end  in  idle  ctaroor ;  it  is  (he  industry 
of  one  or  two  evil  spirits  which  generally  directs 
it  to  an  object,  and  makes  it  mischievous.    Ajoong 
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Ihe  officers  of  Colnnibus  were  two  brollier?,  Fron- 
laBCo  Hnd  Diego  de  Porra?,  They  weru  relaleii 
lo  the  roynl  trensurer  Morales,  who  haU  niHrriei! 
tlieir  Bi9ier,  and  had  made  iulerc^t  niili  thu  ud- 
iniral  to  give  ihem  some  employmeut  iti  ibe  ex- 
pedition.' To  griilify  the  lreasui«r,  be  hud  ap- 
pointed Fnmcijco  de  Porrns  cnplaiii  of  one  of 
the  caravels,  nnd  liad  obtnined  Ibr  hi^  brother 
Diego  the  situtition  of  notary  and  accoiinlnnt- 
general  of  the  sqiindron.  He  had  treiiied  ihem, 
Bs  he  declares,  within  the  kitidnesB  of  relutivea, 
though  both  proved  incompetent  to  their  siiuiiliunB. 
They  were  vtiin  Hod  insolent  men,  and,  like  many 
others  wliom  Columbus  had  benefited,  requited 
his  kindness  with  blnek  ingratitude.^ 

These  men,  lioding  the  common  peopie  in  a 
highly  impatient  and  d i scon te tiled  stale,  wrought 
upon  ihem  with  seditious  insinunlions,  asauring 
tliem  that  all  hope  of  relief  through  the  H)<ency 
of  Mendez  was  idle  :  it  being  a  mere  delusion  of 
the  admiral  lo  keep  them  quiet,  and  render  Ihem 
subservient  lo  his  purposes.  He  had  no  di'flire 
nor  inleniion  to  return  to  Spain;  and,  in  fuel, 
was  banislied  thence.  Ilispnuiola  was  equally 
closed  to  him,  as  had  been  proved  by  the  exclu- 
sion of  his  ships  from  il«  harbor  in  a  time  of 
periL  To  hiro,  at  present,  all  places  were  alike, 
and  he  was  content  lo  remaiu  in  J«fnaii»  uiilil 
hi«  friend*  could  make  iuiereal  at  court,  anH 
proems  his  recall  from  baniithioent.  Aa  to  JUen- 
dez  and  Fiewoy  ibey  had  been  amt  lo  Spain  by 
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Columbus  on  his  own  private  afiiiirs,  not  to 
procure  &  ahip  for  tlie  relief  of  his  followers.  If 
tliis  were  not  ihu  case,  wliy  did  tiot  ihc  elupa 
arrive,  or  wLy  did  ciot  Fiesco  return,  us  hnd  beea 
promised?  Or  if  tlie  canoes  liail  really  been 
sent  for  succor,  llie  long  time  tlinl  had  elapsed 
without  tidings  of  them,  gave  reason*  to  believe 
the;  had  perished  by  the  way.  In  sucii  cuse, 
their  ouly  nlternntive  would  be,  to  take  ilio 
canoes  of  the  Indiana  and  endeavor  to  reach  Uis- 
paniola.  There  was  no  hope,  however,  of  per- 
suading the  admiral  to  auch  an  underliikJDg ;  he 
was  too  old,  and  too  helpless  from  the  goul,  tu 
exjiose  hitnself  to  the  hardships  of  such  a  voyage. 
What  then  ?  were  they  la  be  sacriliced  to  liis 
iiilereats  or  hia  infirmities?  —  to  give  up  their 
only  chance  for  escape,  and  liugcr  and  perish 
with  htm  in  this  desolate  wreck  ?  If  Ihey  suc- 
ceeded in  reaching  Hispauiula,  they  would  be  the 
better  received  for  having  left  the  admiral  behind. 
Ovando  was  secretly  hostile  to  him,  fearing  that 
he  would  regain  the  government  of  the  island ; 
on  their  arrival  in  Spiun,  the  bishop  Fonaepa, 
&oni  his  enmity  to  Cohinihus,  would  be  sure  to 
take  their  part ;  the  brothers  Poiras  bad  power- 
ful friends  and  relativea  ai  court,  to  counieiitct 
any  representations  that  might  be  made  by  the 
admiral;  and  they  cilod  the  ca»e  of  Koldan's 
rebellion,  to  show  that  the  prejudices  of  the 
public,  and  of  men  in  power,  would  always  be 
against  him.  Nay,  they  insinuated  that  the 
sovereigns,  who,  ou  that  oocasion,  hud  deprived 
him  of  part  of  his  dignities  and  privileges,  would 


CamSTOPHER    COLUMBUS. 


447 


rejoice  nt  h  pretext  of  stripping  him  of  the 
remainder.' 

Columbus  WHS  aware  tbat  llie  minds  of  his 
people  were  imbittered  ngninst  him.  He  had 
repenleilly  been  treated  with  inwlent  impatience, 
and  reproaclieil  with  being  the  cause  of  their 
disasters.  Accusiomeil,  however,  to  the  uiireason- 
ablenesa  of  men  in  Btlveraiij',  ntid  exercised,  by 
many  trials,  iti  the  mastery  of  hia  patisions,  he 
bore  with  their  peluliLiice,  soothed  their  irrilation, 
and  endeavored  to  clie«r  their  spiritti  by  the 
hopes  of  speedy  succor.  A  liiile  while  longer, 
and  be  trusted  that  Fieseo  would  arrive  with 
good  tidings,  when  the  certainty  of  relief  would 
put  an  end  to  all  these  clamors.  The  mischief, 
however,  whs  deeper  than  he  apprehended :  a 
complete  mutiny  had  been  organized. 

On  the  ^d  of  January,  1304,  he  was  in  hia 
small  cabin,  on  the  stem  of  his  vessel,  being  con- 
fined to  his  bed  by  the  gout,  whieh  hud  now 
rendered  him  a  complete  cripple.  While  ru- 
minating on  his  disastrous  aiiuntioii,  Francisco 
de.  Forms  fuddetdy  entered.  His  abrupt  and 
agitated  manner  betrayed  the  evil  iiuture  of  lits 
visit.  He  had  the  flurried  impudence  of  a  man 
about  to  perpetrate  an  opeu  crime.  Breaking 
forth  into  bitter  complaints,  at  their  being  kept, 
week  after  week,  and  monlli  aller  month,  to 
perish  piecemeal  in  that  desolate  place,  he 
accused  ihe  admiral  of  haviug  no  intenlJon  to 
return  to  Spain.  Columbus  suspected  something 
anister  from    tliis  onusual  arrogance ;  be  miun- 

1  HiiL  Jcl  AimiTMle,  cap.  102. 
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iaiaeA,  liowever,  his  calmness,  and,  rniaing  hirii-d( 
in  his  bed,  endenvored  to  reason  with  Forms. 
He  poinied  out  the  impoSBibilily  of  dcpnrling  un- 
IJI  lliose  who  Imd  gone  to  Hiepaniola  ahnuld  ftend 
them  vesaeb.  He  represented  how  muck  more 
urgent  mu»t  be  his  desire  to  depart,  sinee  he  htul 
not  merely  his  own  safely  to  proride  for,  but  was 
Hcconntable  to  God  and  his  sovereigns  for  the 
welfare  of  all  who  had  been  committed  to  his 
charge.  He  reminded  Pomis  that  he  had 
always  consulted  with  them  all,  ns  to  the 
measures  to  be  taken  for  the  common  safety,  snd 
that  what  he  had  done  had  been  wiili  the 
general  approbation  ;  still,  if  any  other  measure 
appeared  advisable,  he  recommended  (bat  ibey 
should  assemble  together,  and  consult  upon  it, 
and  adopt  wlialever  course  appeared  most  ju- 
dicious. 

The  measures  of  Porras  and  his  comrades, 
however,  wei'e  already  concerted,  and  when  men 
are  determined  on  mutiny,  lliey  are  deaf  to 
reason.  He  bluntly  replied,  that  there  was  no 
time  lor  further  consultations.  "  Embark  imtne- 
diateiy,  or  remain  in  God's  name,  were  the  only 
alternatives."  "  For  my  part,"  said  he,  turning 
his  back  upon  the  admiral,  and  elevating  his 
voice  no  thiit  it  resounded  all  over  the  vessel, 
"  I  am  fipr  CHstile  !  those  who  choose  may  follow 
me  I  "  Shouts  arose  tmmedialely  from  all  side», 
"  I  will  follow  yon  !  and  1 1  and  I ! "  Nambers 
of  the  crew  sprang  upon  the  most  conspicuous 
parts  of  the  ship,  brandishing  weapons,  and  utter- 
ing mingled  tlireatd  and  cries  of  rebeliiDii.     Some 
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called  upon  Porra»  for  orders  whnt  lo  do ;  others 
shouldd  '■  To  Cftstile  !  to  Castile !  "  while,  timiilat 
the  geueml  uproar,  the  votuea  of  some  desper- 
ailoeB  were  heard  menacing  the  life  of  the 
admirnl. 

Columbus,  hearing  tlie  tumult,  lei^ied  from  his 
bed,  ill  And  inSrm  as  he  was,  nnd  tottered  out  of 
the  citbin,  Biumbling  and  falling  in  the  exertion, 
hoping  by  his  presence  to  pacify  the  mutineers. 
Three  or  four  of  his  faithful  adherents,  however, 
fearing  iome  violence  might  be  offered  him,  threw 
themselves  between  him  and  the  throng,  and 
taking  him  in  their  arms,  compelled  him  lo 
return  to  his  cabin. 

The  Adelantudo  likewise  sallied  forth,  but  in 
a  different  mood.  He  plnnted  himself,  with 
lance  in  hand,  in  a  situation  to  ttkke  the  whole 
brunt  of  the  assault.  It  was  with  the  greatest 
difficulty  that  several  of  the  loyal  part  of  the 
crew  could  appease  bis  fury,  and  prevail  upon 
him  to  relinquish  his  weapon,  and  retire  lo  the 
cabin  of  his  brother.  They  now  entreated  Porras 
and  his  companions  to  depart  peaceably,  since  no 
one  sought  to  oppose  Ihera.  No  advantage  could 
be  gained  by  violence;  but  (iliould  ihey  cause  the 
death  of  the  admiral,  ihey  would  draw  upon  them- 
selves tlie  severest  punishment  from  the  sover- 
eigns.' 

These  representations  moderated  llie  turbulence 
of  the  mutineers,  and  they  now  proceeded  to 
carry  Iheir    plans    into  execution.     Taking   len 
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canoes  irhich  the  ndmiral  bnd  parcbased  of  the 
Indians,  ihey  embflrked  in  ihem  with  as  much 
esultatioD  as  if  certain  of  immediAlclj  iaoding  on 
the  sliorea  of  Spain.  Others  who  had  not  been 
concerned  in  the  muliny,  seeing  so  large  a  force 
departing,  and  fearing  to  remain  beliind,  when  so 
reduced  in  number,  hastily  collected  iheir  ^fiectii, 
and  entered  likewise  inlo  the  canoes.  In  this 
way  forty-eight  abandoned  the  adrairat.  Many 
of  those  who  remained  were  only  detained  by 
sickness,  for,  bad  they  been  well,  most  of  them 
would  have  accompanied  the  deserters.^  The 
few  who  remained  faithful  to  the  admiral,  and 
Uie  sick,  who  crawled  forth  from  their  cabins, 
saw  the  departure  o(  the  mutineers  with  tears 
and  Iameutation.4,  giving  themselves  np  for  losL 
Notwithstanding  his  malady,  Columbus  left  bis 
bed,  mingling  among  those  who  were  loyal,  and 
visiting  those  who  were  ill,  endeavoring  in  every 
way  to  cheer  and  comfort  them.  He  entreat^ 
them  to  put  their  trust  in  God,  who  would  yet 
relieve  them ;  and  he  promised  on  his  retnra  to 
Spain,  to  throw  himself  at  the  feet  of  the  queen, 
represent  their  loyally  and  coDSIaiicy,  and  obtain 
fur  ihem  rewards  that  should  compensate  for  all 
their  safierings.^ 

In  the  mean  time,  Francisco  de  Porrti^  and 
bia  followers,  in  iheir  squadron  of  canoe-s  coasted 
the  island  to  the  eastward,  following  the  route 
taken  by  Menilcii  end  Fiesco.  Wherever  they 
Utnded,  they  committed   outrages    npon  the  In- 
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diBDB,  robbing  them  of  Iheir  provisions,  aod  or 
whatever  tliey  coveted  of  their  effects.  They 
eodmivored  to  malte  their  awn  crimes  reilountl  to 
the  prejudice  of  Columbus,  pretending  to  act 
under  hie  nuthority,  and  nflirming  tIjHt  he  would 
pay  for  everything  they  took.  If  he  refused, 
they  told  the  natives  to  kill  him.  They  repre- 
sented him  as  an  implacnble  foe  to  the  Indiana  ; 
as  one  wlio  had  tyrannized  over  other  islands, 
causing  the  misery  and  death  of  the  tjative.'<,  and 
who  only  sought  to  gain  ii  sway  here  for  the  pur- 
pose of  inflicting  like  calamities. 

Having  reached  the  eastern  eictremily  of  the 
island,  they  waited  until  the  weather  should  l>e 
perfectly  calm,  before  they  ventured  to  cross  the 
gulf.  Being  unskilled  in  the  manngenient  of 
eaiioes,  they  procured  several  Indians  to  accom- 
pany ihem.  The  sea  heing  at  length  quite 
smooth,  they  set  forth  upon  their  voyage. 
Scarcely  had  they  proceeded  four  leiigues  from 
laud  when  a  contrary  wind  arose,  and  the  waves 
begun  to  swell.  They  turned  immediately  for 
shore.  The  canoes,  from  their  light  structure, 
and  being  nearly  n>und  and  without  keels,  were 
easily  overturned,  and  required  lo  be  carefully 
balanceil.  They  were  now  deeply  freighted  by 
men  nuaccuslomed  to  them,  and  as  the  sea  rose, 
they  frequently  let  in  the  water.  The  Spauiurde 
were  alarmed,  and  endeavored  to  lighten  them, 
by  throwing  overboard  everything  that  could  be 
spared  ;  retaining  only  their  arm?,  and  a  part  of 
their  provisions.  The  danger  augmented  with 
the  wind.     They  now  compelled  the  Indians  to 


UTB  AjtD  roTAQiB  or 


l^j  neewMTj  la  ■Mrigaie  the  taaae^     If  ffay 

hewuitid.  Umj  dnxre  Um«  owitwrf  villi  Ae 
fldeeof  Um  rrord.  IW  lafitaa  wok  >kiBbl 
MnwBcn,  birt  ibe  diMantt  to  hod  «v«  too  gicu 
£)r  ll«r  Mroiglk.  Tkf  kept  abotit  ibe  cMMca. 
lfaer«£j««,  laking  boU  aTllwn  oecssimalljr  lo  nrt 
iheiMclra  attd  nxawrt  bRAtk.  As  ibdr  wei^ 
difUvfeed  tbe  Iwlaiiee  d  tbe  emwe.  ud  cada*- 
ferad  their  ovenanun^  llie  Spaiuknds  cdI  of 
tbeir  hawla.  and  ftsbbed  them  with  iheir  SMwdk. 

Some  died  fa^  the  wenpoos  of  these  cruel  Hes, 
Others  were  eshuisled  and  nak  beneath  the 
w»re*;  Urns  eighteea  perubed  nuterahlj,  and 
oone  snrrived  but  nich  as  had  been  retained  la 
manage  the  canoes. 

When  the  Spaniards  got  back  to  land,  diAteat 
opUuons  erase  as  lo  irhat  coone  tbej  ahoold 
next  purfue.  Some  were  ibr  crossing  to  Cnfaa, 
(or  wllicb  inUitd  tbe  wind  waa  favorable.  It  was 
thought  the}'  mi^bt  easily  cross  thence  to  the 
end  of  UispanioU.  Others  advised  Uiai  ihej 
shouU  return,  and  make  ihetr  peace  with  the 
admiral,  or  take  from  him  what  remaitied  of 
anni  and  ruiKS,  having  thrown  almost  everj- 
ihing  overboard  during  thtir  late  danger.  Others 
counselled  aiioilier  attempt  to  cru»s  over  to  Ili>- 
paniola,  as  soon  as  the  »ea  ehoold  be 

Tliia  hiBt  advice  was  adopted.  They  remained 
t'jr  u  inuiith  at  an  Indian  village  near 
fi<iiii[  of  tbe  ittlaiiil,  liviijg  on  the  subelauce  of 
the  UHtivea,  anil   treating   ibeffl  in   the  most   arbi- 
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^H  trary  and  capridons  manner.  When  at  length 
^F  the  weather  became  serene,  they  made  a  second 
ntternpt,  but  were  again  driven  back  hy  adverse 
winds.  Losing  nil  patience,  therefore,  and  de- 
spairing of  the  enterprise,  they  abandoned  their 
canoes,  and  returned  westward  ;  wandering  from 
village  lo  villnge,  a  dissoluie  and  lawless  gang, 
supporting  themselves  by  fair  means  or  foul,  ac- 
cording as  they  met  with  kindness  or  boslilily, 
and  passiiig  like  a  pestilence  through  the  island.' 
1  Hibt.  del  Almirnnte,  up.  102.    Las  Ctuoa,  lib.  ii.  csp.  33. 
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with  tbe  small  stock  of  EuropcBu  bJM!uit  that 
reraained,  lie  ordered  lo  be  appropriulLni  to  (lie 
sasteoanct!  of  the  mfinn.  Knowiog  liow  miicli 
the  bodj  \s  aflect«d  by  the  operations  of  the 
mind,  be  endeavored  U>  rouee  the  spirita  wul  nu- 
iraate  the  bopes  of  ilie  drooping  suffercn.  Con- 
cealing his  own  anxiety,  be  maiiitaiiitid  a  rte- 
rtine  iind  even  cheerful  countenance,  encuu raging 
his  men  by  kind  wordv,  and  holding  forth  cun- 
fideot  nnCicipoCionB  of  epeody  relief.  By  Im 
friendly  and  careful  treatment,  he  bouu  recruited 
both  tbe  beatth  and  spirits  of  his  |ie>uplu,  miJ 
broDght  them  into  a  oondiiian  to  coalribul«  Ui  llut 
common  safety.  Judicious  regul&liom,  calmly 
but  firmly  enforced,  maiutajned  everylliing  in 
order.  The  men  became  aeasible  of  lite  (utraa- 
biges  of  wholeaome  diHcipline,  nod  percei*«d  tliMt 
the  restraints  imposed  upon  them  by  iheir  «4M^ 
mander  were  for  their  nwa  good,  uk* 
productive  of  llieir  own  oomfbrL 

Columbua  had  thus  tvtixnneAtA  J 
agaiuBt  inlenia]  ilk,  wh«u  alarmuig  rvil*  befan 
to  menace  frum  wiOiouI.  The  ludiiuH^  uiMwd 
to  lay  np  any  stock  of  provisiotit.  aud  itDwiUiug 
to  etibjecl  lbemM:lve«  vo  kxuu  latxir.  kand  it 
difficult  to  funiieh  the  qtuiuliiy  of  luud  4tSilf 
reqainid  for  eo  many  hungry'  lacu.  IHic  lf»ln- 
pesD  trinkets,  once  ao  preruKU.  luat  liMitr  «•!•■■ 
in  proportiou  M  tliey  Im^biw:  wn—ii-  Tbe  •■i<- 
purtauce  of  the  admiral  bad  beeu  ^rtmliy  liuaw 
iahed  by  ihe  deaertiuu  of  ao  ntauy  tA  Um  toi' 
lowen;  and  tbe  malipyuii  aatL^nCMMm  U  4W 
rebel*  had    aw^^ued  jeaUnuiy    aud    tuuutf  it* 
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Bereral    of    the    rilla^es.    which    had   beea   ao- 
coslomed  to  fumi.^ii  prorisions. 

By  degrees,  thererore.  the  ^applies  tdl  oS. 
The  Biningenient.*  for  the  daiJv  delivery  of 
Af  cerlniu  qoanlitics.  made  by  Diego  Mcndez, 
w«re  invgul&riy  attended  to,  aiid  *i  lei^tb 
ceased  eutirely.  The  Indians  no  knger  throi^ed 
Co  the  harbor  with  proTiuons,  and  otlen  n£ntd 
them  when  applied  for.  The  Sponianb  were 
ob^ged  to  forage  aboDt  the  n«^boriioad  for  their 
daily  food:  bat  found  roore  and  more  difficuhy  in 
procuring  it :  thus,  in  additioo  to  their  other  cauMM 
Ibr  despondency,  ther  began  U 
apprebensioDS  of  bmine. 

TIk  admiral  beazd  llirir  melancholy  foivbg 
and  brikdd  ibe  gmwing  eriL  but  n 
*  remedy.  'I^>  resort  to  Ibrve  wai  an  alte 
fitll  vt  dai^er,  and  of  bat  tempaaxj  efficacy.  It 
wv«U  reajniiv  all  iboae  who  were  well  enoag^  to 
bev  unsm  sa&y  Ibrtb,  wlule  be  ami  the  real  of 
the  iBfirm  woidl  be  left  deJeaadem  on  hoani  of 
the  wncfc.  esptned  to  tbe  *w^eaa«  of  the  mthnef. 

In  ibe  neaa  tne,  ibe  aeaidly  dailr  ntafrnd. 
Tbe  ladnaa  pHcemd  tbe  waiUa  of  tbe  irtitB  B 
aud  badkanl  6ma  ifam  Ibe  an  of  n  " 
jams.  Tbey  asked  tea  ine>  tbe  farmer  q 
of  Ean^iean  artidea  feraay  ai 
aad  bnmght  dcir  uuiniiiui  m  Maaty  qm 
eabMMo  Ibe  cagetaeaa  of  (be  bm^iy  Spuuatdi. 
Atte^pb  mcaOia  irikf  ceamd,  and  tbeae  wa» 
m  Anhtt  Stmja  br  feod.  Tte  j^kmsy  id 
tbv  BathM  bad  beta  iiai  ii  i  iiilly  rawed  by  F^rbb 
ami  bb  Mkvms,  and  tey  wiihbeU  al' 
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ia  hopes  either  of  Btarviug  the  admiral  auil  Ilia 
people,  or  of  driviug  tliem  trom  the  isLuid. 

Ill  thin  extremity,  ii  fortunate  idea  presented 
iUelf  to  Columbus.  From  hia  knotvleilge  of 
nstroaomy,  he  aacerlwoed  that  within  llirBti  days 
there  would  be  a,  total  oclipse  of  the  moon  in  tlie 
early  part  of  the  niglit.  He  sent,  therefore,  an 
luiliim  of  Iliapauiola,  who  ftervbd  us  his  iiilerpret4;r, 
to  summon  tlie  principal  iwnques  to  u  gruud  con- 
ference, appointing  for  it  tlie  day  of  the  ecljpiii>. 
When  all  were  asaembled,  he  told  them  by  \C\* 
interpreter,  that  he  imd  his  followers  were  wor- 
shipers of  a  Deity  who  dwelt  in  the  ikiee,  who 
favored  such  as  did  well,  but  [innished  all  trans- 
gressors.  That,  as  they  must  ail  have  noticed,  lie 
had  proiectnl  Diego  ftlendf^  and  his  companion* 
in  their  voyage,  because  they  went  iu  olx^enoe 
to  the  orders  of  their  uommauder,  hut  had  vintod 
Porras  and  his  mmpauioDs  with  all  kiiids  of  af> 
fUctions  in  consequence  of  their  rt^bclliuu.  Ttu* 
great  Deity,  he  added,  was  inteoMid  ji;;»iii6i  tiie 
Indians  who  rcfuoed  Ui  fiimii^b  hi»  liiiliifuJ  koT' 
»hipers  with  proviniuiufi.  and  iuttoidnl  lu  liuuiiHr 
tlmn  with  &iiiin«  aud  |<Miikaiae-  Xjoa  tbtrj'  aimttld 
di^Mlieve  iLis  wmntiog.  •  ligBBl  wouU  lie  ^*en 
thatni^  Tbey  wuttld  UikaU  Hk  mMB  £«^ 
its  Dolor.  md  eoadtullt  \tme  iu  I^^ri.;  a  imImm  tf 
Ute  fBarfo]  fitutialitMBit  wUcfa  aw^md  (ben- 

Uany  of  llie  \a3m»  «Rn  aiaamKA  at  Hk  pn^ 
dkiion.  utben  & 
evtn'.  awaited 
uighL     When 


il  JK« 


tl Il    n------         --"4- 

ItaWiAMA.  Hbfei^ili^  «ftHMw«»- Mgii 


diOw  <«ililb  HI    iMJUg.  ^Hki  til*  I1    1i|p  ■■ 

II      li    II    laitill'i     !■     lull  iiiritfcwii 

c^  iBliliii    iMi'Tii  'ililifciillilprflWi  ^1^ 


I 


(«^ifW(nMU(t    Jitifufli af**<    "PPW 


I 
I 


llOIIT  mouths  liad  now  elaptcl  oinoi,-  the 
departure  of  Hendez  and  P'ieauo.  wilh- 

out   any  tidings  of  their  fate.     For  a 

loDg  time  the  SpaniardH  had  kept  a  wutfbl  lixik- 
out  upon  the  ocean,  flattering  themHelTCfi  that 
every  Indian  canoe,  gliding  at  a  distiunv,  might 
be  the  harbiDgcr  of  deliverance.  Th<;  hop-ii  of 
the  most  sanguine  were  now  fa»t  iiinkiiig  hili> 
despondency.  What  thousand  perili  awaiu^l 
such  frai]  barks,  and  so  weak  a  party,  on  an  |^^■ 
peditiou  of  the  kind !  Either  the  i:anooi  ha<l 
been  swallowed  up  by  Iwinterou*  wavw  and  ad- 
verse currents,  or  their  crews  hail  jieritbttl  sata^ff 
the  ruggeil  mountaini  and  «avage  iribea  of  IIm- 
pankda.  To  iucrea«  ihtar  dKaiMMidenry,  ilwry 
were  infonuul  that  a  vcmel  had  been  nMti,  bat' 
tou)  upwards,  drifting  wttli  ibe  ennVBU  «loDg  tll« 
coast  at  Jamakia.  Thia  nnght  be  the  nxet  tent 
U>  their  relief:  and  it  wo,  tU  lliMr  bofNM  wiwe 
shipwrecked  with  h.  Thm  ntmor,  it  in  aiinaed, 
was  invented  and  circnUted  n  tbr  mUihI  hy  the 


k 


un  jsa  r»n 


Mbi*tiftakaa^  iwefcifci 


U  ilhiiiMfr  '     Jk  tB*'  iknds  ImI  i 


«tt  Ikvp*  ^imtlbmm  ■  <j 


aai^alR;;  ihfaqli  Ml)  to-  ^^m  mm  it*  iMs 


^HHiiBfcJl  HhBi  d 


ik  K^  (b- Sb^to.*  OMK  ««>■  Had  ^  «»•« 
tttn  >nn)iwnm-oniAiihnia»<dI  Stditei  oiilbB- 
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He  lolil  him  UuiC  hti  wiu  (nwt  Iiy  t)iti 
goTomor  lo  eijiress  liis  greut  iHMincrii  aI.  Iii«  iiild- 
fortuDL's.  luid  his  regret  ftl  not  Uavliii;  fii  [loit  n 
Teasel  of  sufficient  size  to  bring  off  hiinRolf  ikiiil 
people ;  but  thut  he  wuutil  sciuii  oiio  an  Korin 
Ks  possible.  Escobar  gavn  the  niliuiral  uiiaunuiMiii 
likewise),  that  his  concerns  in  nis{>aniol(t  had  Ihmii 
feitlifiiUy  atteoded  U>.  Ue  roqucsbxl  him,  if  )io 
hod  any  letter  to  write  to  tlie  giiviinior  in  n<|ily, 
to  give  it  to  him  as  soon  us  pussililo,  iu>  Iiii  wjhIukI 
to  return  immediately. 

There  wns  something  extremely  Nintfulnr  lu 
ikua  mission;  but  there  was  no  tin»i  for  mm- 
ments ;  Escobar  was  urgent  to  iliipurL  (^ilum- 
boa  hastened,  therefore,  to  wriUt  u  ntjily  to 
Ovando,  depicting  the  dangers  and  dUlrewiu*  of 
his  situation,  increase<l  as  they  were  hy  the  r"l>ol- 
lion  of  Forraa,  hut  cspre«siiig  htJi  reliium^  on  liU 
promise  to  seu<)  him  relief,  nmfiiling  iu  which  lu* 
■bould  remain  putieutly  on  board  of  hi*  wrwlt. 
He  recommended  Diego  31«nd«K  and  tiartiuiU 
omew  Fieseo  to  hi*  &«or,  aanuing  him  that  tlit-y 
were  not  sent  to  Sau  Domingo  with  uny  ariAil 
design,  bnt  simply  tu  repreiH.'nt  liii  [M^riloua  nIiu- 
tion,  and  to  apply  for  luccor.'  Whi^n  Vm^Aiv 
received  this  I^ter,  be  returned  imnM^IisUrly  im 
board  of  hi*  vemi,  wfaHi  ntwle  aU  mH.  aud  mmm 
Aappeated  in  (Iw  ^ibtriag  ^mimat  tbc  ■%!«> 

IT  dw  Spi.1^4*  1^  iMScrf  (be  antral  </ lUi 
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aloof  troin  all  (nnunimicstioa  iritb  them,  as  if  he 
felt  DO  interest  in  tfa^  wel&re  or  eympKllif 
in  tlieir  misfortoDca.  Colnmbas  saw  the  gtoom 
that  had  gathered  in  their  coont«tiaiices,  and 
Glared  the  couaer|<ieDC«a.  He  eagerly  HW^t, 
therefore,  to  i1Ujm-I  th^  suspicious,  protesBii^ 
himself  sud«fied  with  the  communicatioiDs  reeeired 
from  Ovundo,  and  asKariag  them  that  vetsels 
would  soon  arrive  to  take  them  all  away.  Ib 
confidence  of  this,  he  said,  he  had  declined  to 
depnrt  with  Efteobor,  because  his  vessel  was  too 
noull  to  take  the  whole,  preferring  to  remain 
with  them  and  share  their  lot,  and  hail  dispatched 
the  caravel  in  iuch  hasl«  that  no  time  m^ht  be 
lost  in  expediting  the  neccsMuy  ships.  These 
assurances,  and  the  fwrt^ly  that  their  sitnalioD 
wan  known  in  San  Domingo,  cheered  the  hearts 
of  the  people.  Their  hopes  agwn  revived ;  and 
the  conspiracy,  which  had  been  on  the  potnt  of 
breaking  forth,  was  completely  diaeoncertel. 

In  secret,  however.  Columbus  was  exceeding 
indignant  at  the  conduct  of  Ovando.  Ue  had 
left  liim  for  many  months  in  a  slate  of  the  nt- 
most  danger  and  most  distressing  nncerbunty, 
cxjiosed  to  the  hostilities  of  the  natives,  the  se- 
ditions of  his  men.  and  the  suggestions  of  his 
own  despair.  He  had,  at  length,  sent  a  iziere 
tantalizing  message,  by  a  man  known  to  be  one 
of  his  bitlcreiit  enemies,  witli  a  present  of  food, 
which,  from  'tts  scAntiness,  seemed  intended  to 
mock  their  necessities. 

Columbus  lielieveti  that  Ovando  had  purposely 
neglected  him,  hoping    that  he  might  perish  on 
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rAe  iHUail.  being  apprebeneive  thaL  tfaooU  he  re- 


I  4ani  in  safety,  lie  woalil  be  reinsuttMl  ii 


'  UispuiiciU ; 

fau-  mereh  u  a  spy  wtot  to  aaEeruun  the  suie  of 

imn  and  hw  crew,  inii  wfa^her  thev  were  vet  in 

exiBteiice.     I«s  Casa^  who  wa«  then  at  San  Do- 

■  wngo.  expressee    Bimilitr    saspiciouft.      lie    aayB 

l^iat   Esra^xir  was    dtoeeu    bentnae  Ovando  was 

n  thiU.  from  ancient  entnitv.  he  woiulil  haTe 

I  ao  cympaihY  far  the  admiral.     Th»i   b«  ww  or- 

a  boanl   of  the  vrssulii,  uor  to 

he  Xo  hoM  coDTertatJOD  witfa 

r  of  the  crew,  nor  Ui  receive  any  leners,  ea- 

q>i  those  of  the  admiraJ.     In  u  word,  that  he 

BBS  a  more  scout  lo  rollecl  informatiou.^ 

Oth^^  lukve  HBcribeil  the  long  neglect  of  Ovando 
B  extreme  cannan.     There  was  a  nimor  pr«va- 
t  that  Colambua,  inil&ted    nl   the 


i  -of  hiB  dignities  bj  the  coan  of  Spain,  uittaided 

uufer  hif  newly-disrovered  muntries  inu>  the 

kands  of  his  native  republic,  Genoa,  or  of  some 

other  power.      Such  rumorii  Imd   lonj;  been   cur- 

ivnt;   and  lo  their   rccejit  circuhttion   Colnmbus 

hamelf  aUude&  in  lus  letter  %em  ii<  \ti<:  wiverci^^ 

'    lij'  Dic^  Uende2.     The  mosi  plauailile  apology 

l^veu    IB,  tliat   Ovando  was    abnenT    for   eeveml 

P  awnndig  in  the  inierior,  oooopied  in  wurs  with  the 

sstivea,  and  that  {here  were  no  Rhips  at  San  Do- 

nuDgo  of  fluffioent  burden  to  take  ColumhuB  and 

Ufi    crew  lu  Spain.      He  may  have  feared  that, 

■honJd  they  come  to  reode  for  any  length  of  ume 


uCauu.  IIit,t.[i]d..lU 


ap.  J3.    Hilt,  del  A!mi 
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r  is  proper  to  give  here  some  aecouiit  of 
the  mission  of  Diego  Meiidez  and  liar- 
tholomew  Fieeco,  and  of  the  circum- 
fitances  which  preventerl  the  latter  from  retuniing 
to  Jamaica.  Having  taken  leave  of  the  Addan- 
tado  at  tlie  east  end  of  the  ialand,  they  eonthiuud 
all  day  in  a  direct  coarec,  animating  the  Indiani 
who  navigated  their  canoeti,  fto<l  who  freqiicnlJj' 
paused  at  their  labor.  There  wiu  no  wind,  the 
tkj  was  without  a  cloud,  and  the  itea  perfiK^jr 
calm ;  the  heat  was  intolerahlc,  aod  Ui^  ray  of 
the  sun,  reflerie<1  &om  the  aor&cc  of  the  oecao, 
■eemed  to  scorch  their  very  eyes.  Th':  ludisR*, 
exhausted  by  heat  and  toD,  would  often  Ifdp  inta 
the  water  h>  cool  and  refresh  ihMiuelve*,  aiid, 
after  remaining  there  a  short  time,  would  rMum 
with  new  vigor  to  their  labors.  At  tliR  going 
down  of  the  sua  they  lost  Mghl  of  land.  Dur- 
ing the  night  the  Indians  look  turns,  one  half 
to  row  while  the  others  ilepL    The  Spaniudi, 


.■rxft  ,' 


find,  iw  iwmII  kfpi  .if  nnii't 
P^rbaps  siVrt'ilj  i^-m^iaihI  (tiv  a 
Atbuinisicriiig  the  )i)iviimi  iiMid'uli  lt«mi  iixo'  <<« 
lime  ill  :i]K)riiiK  tiuxiilil^iU  In  ilioli  iiimiuitilnii*,  tii>l 
pEtniciiliirU'  to  iIk'  lnlHiniift  liiilloim,  ilu't  i.ii.ilil<-'l 
them  tu  n'siiinc  llii'ir  lolU.      Tliov  i'Ioxll.!  ihi.tn 

with  tll(>    ll>l|ll-K  of   OIHItl  Hl-I'lvllltl    III   <■   dlll.lll    lul.lH>l 

called  NuviiHa,  wlili-li  liiy  'llito'll.v  in  iliiii  >i->^; 
and  WUH  only  i'i);liL  ji'iijiiifi)  IViilli  lll.']»<iil><l-i' 
Here  tlu'y  wimld  In;  iiltli^  bi  fUHKii;  ut.,li.i ,  »wt 
might  take  n:{MMi;, 

Forthi!  niBt  nf  i)i«  'hy  ili"}/  'ojfin.iuJ  hutilf 
and  vearily  hifiriiin  tirifiM'l,  iumI  UtJ  f^tijg  141  mm  * 
iou»  Imk-'jut  fiff-  tfw!  mUixI.  'JU  'I^;  jf4<'«u<f 
avav.  lilt  Kill.  W"^(t  <l/j«(ii(  >'<  'J'**'  »•*  **■*  iSi^/* 

Cb^,d'«H, '■Ali'.^  AitlCl 'M>^*W'J/  •/Mill   iA»  'M"'v»A  bvw 

itOL'  'jiuE  -Urt-;  uu;  v-i'Mu^f  .Vvu  'lu:.!  wi.i.a     p 


•    IM^II'  -^llvit    l<>Ari 


,.  ..,^.. 


rriia     I    tlnr  tlnrst.      Saw  toA  tfaes,    tmt  * 
Ae  b^i ;  htt  tb  «H  oaly  is  MM  of  tiMt  ma 
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aeiliDg  of  the  canoes,  and  from  not  making  Biif- 
fident  ollon&uce  for  the  futigue  of  the  ruwm-H  and 
the  opposition  of  the  current. 

New  ingor  was  now  diffused  throughout  the 
(Tewa.  Tliey  exerted  themselves  witli  feverish 
impatience ;  by  tlie  dawn  of  day  they  reached  the 
land,  and.  sprin^ng  on  shore,  returned  thanks  to 
God  for  such  signal  dehverance.  The  island  was 
a  mere  mass  of  rocks,  half  a  league  in  circuit. 
There  was  neither  tree,  nor  shrub,  nor  herbage, 
nor  stream,  nor  fountain-  Hurrying  about,  how- 
ever, with  aniious  search,  they  found  to  their  joy 
obuiidance  of  rain-wuler  iu  the  hollows  of  the 
rocks.  Eagerly  scooping  it  up  with  their  cala- 
bashes, they  quenched  their  burning  thirst  by  im- 
moderate draughts.  In  vain  the  more  prudent 
wam^  the  others  of  their  danger.  The  Span- 
iards were  in  some  degree  restrained ;  but  the  poor 
Indians,  whose  toils  had  increased  the  fever  of 
their  thirst,  gave  way  to  a  kind  of  franitc  indul- 
gence. Several  died  upon  the  spot,  and  others 
fell  dangerously  ill.' 

Having  allayed  their  thirst,  they  now  looked 
about  in  search  of  food.  A  few  shell-fiBh  were 
found  along  tlie  shore,  and  Diego  Mendez,  strik- 
ing a  li^t,  and  gathering  drifl-wood,  they  were 
enabled  to  boil  them,  and  l«  make  a  delicious 
banquet.     All  day  they  remained  reposing  in  the 


fca  •  pure  founlnin  of  freab  wsler  that  BWMtens  the  «urf#pB 
for  rome  distim^e:  Ihii  cinnmatancB  was  of  Fouraa  unknown 
tn  Iba  Spaniaida  st  Ibe  Um«.     (Oviedo,  Cnimua,  lib.  vi.  up. 


I    f  h         iii^h.i 


rfapiniiJ    <^    ■  "i         I  I      '  °  ■       "        Mi  k 


I  tmtim  wimini  md^im*  r> 


< 


the  lawntMs,  imi  •■fafnnt  ca  gnhb  fraia  iln  natm 
tabai.  1m  mm  JaSwrntd  ibNl  ibk  ^gnmKic  hod  -ie- 
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datmted  bj  tati^es  and  difDmlties,  he  ubiuidnned 
his  ciuioe,  luid  proceeded  aloue  and  on  iatii  iliniugh 
fbresU  and  over  mountains,  uiilJI  hti  urrivtid  ul 
XbrHgua.  achieviug  one  of  the  most  jiwriloufl  ux- 
peditioDs  ever  undertaken  |}y  a  devoteil  follower 
fijT  the  safety  of  his  immmauder. 

Ovondo  received  liini  with  great  Lindneaa,  ex- 
pressing the  utmost  <»ni«ni  at  tlie  uub>rtunat« 
atualiou  of  Columbus.  Hf  Io*de  many  prmuiae* 
of  seiK^ng  immcdialu  relief,  but  suften^l  <lay  after 
day,  week  after  week,  uid  even  ntontJi  after  mouth 
to  el^we.  without  carryiug  his  promieea  iult  etfect. 
He  was  al  that  dme  comjjletely  eugnwfied  by  wan 
with  the  natives,  and  had  a  nsady  plea  iJiat  liiMv 
were  no  ships  of  sufficient  bui'deu  at  iian  JJuuiiugo. 
H«d  he  felt  a  proper  zeaU  however,  U>r  the  safety 
of  a  man  like  Columbus,  it  would  have  been  ea«y, 
within  eighi  munlhi^.  to  tuve  devihed  HUue  ineaus, 
if  not  of  delireriug  him  froiu  his  atuiatjou,  ol  kuat 
of  aoDveying  u>  him  ouqile  reiulorouiMUU  aod 
anj^ilieB. 

Tbe  &ithful  Meudez  remained  for  seve^  mootlu 
in  Xaragua.  detained  iherr  under  variuub  preti'XU 
by  Uvuido.  who  was  unwilling  titut  he  should 
prooeed  to  Son  Douitngo :  fmrtly.  ue  in  intiuiiU^, 
fifim  his  having  some  jeaiuuiiii  of  his  being  em- 
ployed in  secxel  ageu<7y  fur  the  admiral,  and  partly 
iraia  a  desire  U'  thiun  impMlimrule  in  the  way 
of  hie  ablaiuiug  tlw-  reijuired  reliell  Al  leugth, 
by  daily  importuuity.  ht  obtaJui.-d  permission  to  go 
10  San  Domingo,  and  awaii  the  arrival  of  certAiji 
ahip«  which  wfnr  eif^cied-  of  which  he  propoaod 
to  poreliase   one   on   the  aucouat  of  the   adminiL 
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I  la  immtHllMvly  Met  out  on  foot  a  distance  of 
uevoiity  li^i>fU(%  i>iirt  of  Uim  toilsome  journey  lying 
thiNMi^K  ti»iv>tt.s  uiul  umou^  luouutaius  in^ted  by 
hi^atilo  and  oxasiH^'atinl  liulUns.  It  was  after  his 
ile|wii'Cuiv  tluu  i>\aiuK»  lUs^iatohoil  the  i^aravel  com- 
uuiiuUnl  l»v  tho  ^uuxknu^l  rt'U'l  ¥Ui\>bar,  on  that 
liiuxuLkr  ami  onuiwKidi  vwit,  whk'h,  iu  the  eyes  of 
i\»luiubu!*,  hiul  the  air  v»t'  a  mere  9Ci.mtmg  expe- 
ditk^a  to  spy  iuto  the  camp  of  au  enemy. 


[1503.] 

1H£N  Columbus  bod  aootbed  Uie  dis- 
appointment of  hia  men  at  the  brief  and 
ungatifliactory  visit  and  sudden  departure 
of  Escobar,  he  endeavored  to  turn  the  event  to 
some  advantage  with  the  rebels.  He  knew  them 
to  be  disheartened  by  the  mevitable  miseries  at- 
tending a  JawlesB  and  dissolute  life  ;  that  many 
longed  to  return  to  the  safe  and  quiet  path  of  duty ; 
and  that  the  most  malignant,  seeing  how  he  had 
fbQed  all  their  intrigues  among  the  natives  to  pro- 
duce a  famine,  began  to  fear  his  ultimate  triumph 
and  consequent  vengeance.  A  fiivorable  oppor- 
tunity, he  thought,  now  presented  to  take  advan- 
tage of  these  feelings,  and  by  gentle  means  to  bring 
them  back  to  their  allegiance.  He  sent  two  of 
his  people,  therefore,  who  were  most  intimate  with 
the  rebels,  to  inform  them  of  the  recent  arrival  of 
Escobar  with  letters  from  the  Governor  of  His- 
paniola,  promising  liim  a  speedy  deliverance  from 
the  island.     lie  now  offered  a  free  pardon,  kind 


nef  their  i 

Ta  eoanaee  Ahb  cf  Ac  annd  (f 

ife  rcMct.  he  sent  thtan  a  part  of  tht  baeon  wlndh 

)  bnen  hnn^bf  bj  Eaoobu. 

On  (be  ^^fcoMb  of  ikcaa  i 
~  o  de  Porrai  c 
puued  foleljr  br  a  few  of  tbe  ■ 
fmity.  He  in^poed  dnt  tfaav  mi^  be  aoan 
propOHtiaiH  6vaa  the  adminl,  and  be  wattmtU 
at  thor  bcti^  beard  br  tbe  isaw  of  bb  ftafie, 
who.  IB  tbeir  '*'— ^■*-'  ami  miiiilal  aood, 
wocibl  be  likelj  lo  dMcn  bam  <■  the  ]amt  praa- 
pect  of  |nrdom.     Havn^  T 

.t  by  tbe  I 
bat  prmfiiVinial  < 
time   logetber. 

tfaej  aiHpectad  tbe  ■neeritj-  of  ibe  i 
eotudona  «f  (be  extent  of  ibeir  oObum,  do«b(e4 
bv  having  the  nagnaiitim^  id  pardon  tbcM. 
DetcntuDed,  tbereJIare,  not  (o  wwiMe  ia  bk  puf- 
fenul  anumtT.  tbej  tcplied  lo  die  laeNagMV  tbat 
ihejr  bad  no  wnb  to  reCnni  to  the  sbipa,  hu  |a»- 
ferred  lirii^  at  lar^  aboot  the  ubind.  Ibef 
offered  lo  en^ige,  however,  to  ■™'^'— '  ibiiiiailm 
peaoeahly  and  amicablj.  on  raasraig  a  aalean 
promise  irom  tbe  odiDinJ,  that  iboaM  two  raaaeii 
arrive,  (bej  should  hare  one  to  <kf«n  in:  Efaoald 
bat  one  arrive,  that  half  of  it  ibimld  be  granud 


■bare  wiib  tbun  tbe  store*  and  anidea  of  Indian 
tniffic  rFuaining  in  Ibe  ships,  having  kMt  all  tkat 


dvj  bail  b   the  »< 
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nonnced  eKtrnrngtint  ani!  inndmiBsible,  upon  which 
ihe.T  replitjit  insolently,  tliut,  if  they  wBre  not 
peaceably  coDceded.  they  would  take  tliem  by 
force  ;  and  witb  this  menaoe  they  dismissed  the 
ambassttdors.' 

This  conference  waa  not  conducted  so  pri- 
vately, Imt  that  the  rest  of  the  rebels  lenmt  tlie 
pnrport  of  the  mission ;  and  the  offer  of  pardon 
and  deliverance  occasioned  great  tumult  and  agi- 
tation. Porraa,  fearful  of  their  desertion,  aa- 
mred  them  that  thei^e  offers  of  the  admiral  were 
all  deceitfnl ;  that  he  was  Tiaturally  cniel  and 
vindictive,  and  only  sought  to  get  them  into  lua 
power  to  wreak  on  them  his  vengeance.  Flo  er- 
bort«(l  them  to  persist  in  their  opposition  to  hiq 
tyranny ;  reminding  them,  that  those  who  had 
fbrmeriy  done  ao  in  Hispaniohi,  had  eventually 
triumphed,  and  sent  him  home  in  irons ;  he  as- 
sured them  that  they  might  do  the  name;  and 
again  made  vaunting  promises  of  protection  m 
Spain,  through  the  influenoe  of  his  relatives. 
But  the  boldest  of  his  assertions  was  in  reNpect  to 
the  caravel  of  Escobar.  It  shows  the  ignorance 
of  the  age,  and  the  superstitious  awe  whii-h  the 
common  people  entertained  in  respect  to  Colum- 
bus and  his  astronomical  knowledj^.  Forras  as- 
sored  them  that  no  real  caravel  bul  arrived,  bat 
a  mere  phantasm  conjured  up  by  the  admiral,  who 
was  deqJy  versed  m  necromiuicy-  In  proof  of 
Uns,  he  adverted  to  its  arriving  in  the  dusk  of  the 
evening;  its  holding  communication  witb  no  one 
bni  the  admiral,  and  ii^  sudden  di^^^ipearouoe  in 
I  Lm  Cun,  lib.  it  c^.  3S.     Hi«.  4«1  Alinirwlc.  cap.  104. 
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the  nigbL  Had  it  be«n  a  real  cararel,  the  o 
would  haco  sought  to  talk  with  ibeir  nMutirjmea ; 
the  admirnl,  hia  son,  and  brother,  would  have 
eagerly  f  mbarked  on  board,  and  it  would  at  any 
rale  have  remained  a  little  while  in  port,  and  not 
have  rauisbed  so  gnddealv  aoid  mjsteriouslj'.* 

Bj  these,  and  einillar  delnaians,  Ponaa  i 
ceeded  Ui  working  upon  the  feelings  and  credulity 
of  hi«  laDowen.  Fearful,  howerer,  tlmt  tbey 
nught  ^eld  to  after  reBectiou,  and  to  fiLrther 
offera  from  the  admiral,  he  determined  to  inrolve 
them  in  »ome  act  of  violence  which  would  ooBt- 
mil  them  beyond  all  hope*  of  forgivenew.  He 
marched  them,  therefore,  to  an  Indian  vilUge 
called  Muima,^  al>ont  a  quarter  of  a  league  from 
the  ghipH.  intending  to  plunder  the  elores  r 
ing  on  iKtard  the  wreck,  and  to  take  the  admiral 
prisoner.^ 

Columbus  had  notice  of  the  desigRH  of  the 
rebels,  and  of  their  approach.  Being  confined 
by  his  inflnntties,  he  sent  his  brother  to  endeavor 
with  mild  words  to  persuade  thtim  from  their 
purpose,  and  win  them  to  ubedienue;  but  with 
Bufficient  force  to  resist  any  violence.  The  Ade- 
lantado.  who  was  a  man  rather  of  deeds  than  of 
words,  took  with  him  fifty  followers,  men  of  tried 
resolution,  and  ready  l«  fight  in  any  cause.  They 
were  well  armed  and  Ml  of  courage,  though 
many  were  pole  and  debilitated  from  recent  sick- 
ness   and  from  long   confinement    to   Llie    ships. 


'  HuL  del  Alminnle.  cup.  ID6. 
*  At  prcKni  Maminee  Btf . 
'  Hut.  del  Almiraate,  ubi  <up. 
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Arriving  on  ihe  eiiie  of  a  hill,  within  a  bow-shot 
of  the  village,  iho  Adelantado  dii^covered  the 
rebels,  and  dispaU^hed  the  same  two  meeseugera 
to  treat  with  thera,  who  hnd  already  carried  them 
the  o^r  of  pardon.  Porras  and  his  felloTC-lead- 
ere,  however,  would  not  permit  them  to  approach. 
The^  conlided  ia  the  euperiority  of  their  num- 
berB,  and  in  their  men  being,  for  the  most  part, 
hftrdy  sailors,  rendered  robust  and  vigorous  by 
the  roving  life  they  had  been  leatling  in  the  ibr- 
ests  and  the  open  air.  They  knew  that  many 
of  those  who  were  with  the  Adelantndo  were 
men  brought  up  in  a  softer  mode  of  life.  They 
pointed  to  their  p.ile  countenances,  and  persuaded 
th^  followers  that  they  were  mere  household 
men,  fiur-weather  troops,  who  could  nei'er  aljind 
before  them.  They  did  not  reflect  that,  with 
such  men,  pride  and  lofty  spirit  often  more  than 
supply  the  plat*  of  bodily  force ;  and  they  for- 
got that  their  adversaries  had  the  incalculable 
advantage  of  justice  and  law  upon  their  side. 
Deluded  by  their  words,  their  followers  were  ex- 
dted  to  a  transient  glow  of  courage,  and  bran- 
dishing  their  weopona,  reinised  to  listen  to    the 


Sis  of  the  stoutest  rebels  made  a  leagrie  (o 
stand  by  one  another  and  attack  the  Atleliintado ; 
for,  he  being  killed,  the  rest  would  be  e«sily  de- 
feated. The  main  body  formed  themselves  into 
a  squadron,  dr:Lwing  their  swords  and  shaking 
iheir  lances.  Tliey  diil  not  wait  to  be  assailed, 
but,  uttering  shouts  and  menaces,  rushed  upon 
the  enemy.     They  were  so  well  received,  how- 
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his  deliverer.  He  brought  Poiras  aud  several  of 
his  foUowera  prisoners.  Of  his  own  party  oxAj 
two  bud  been  noundcil :  himself  in  the  hmid, 
and  the  admir^'s  stewarfl,  who  had  received  an 
apparently  slight  wound  with  a  Innce,  ei|na1  t4> 
one  of  the  most  insignificant  of  those  with  wht^ 
Lcdesma  was  covered ;  j^t,  in  e]Mte  of  cucib] 
Lreatmeut,  he  died.  > 

On  the  next  day,  the  2()th  of  May,  the  ftigi- 
tivcs  sent  a  [letition  to  the  admiral,  signed  with  all 
their  uamee,  in  which,  says  Las  Casa^  Hu-y  con- 
fessed all  their  misdeeds,  and  cruellies,  and  evU 
int«[ition!t,  supplicating  the  admiral  to  have  pity 
on  them  and  pardon  them  for  their  rebellion,  for 
whioh  God  had  already  punished  ihem.  They  of- 
fered to  return  to  their  obedience  and  to  aeErv« 
hitu  fiuthfully  iu  iuture,  making  on  oath  to  that 
effect  upon  a  cross  and  a  nussol,  accompanied  hj 
an  iraprwation  vforlliy  of  being  recorded :  "  Tliey 
hopeil,  Hhould  they  break  their  oath,  tliat  no  ptiest 
nor  other  Christian  might  ever  confess  them; 
that  repentance  mi^t  be  of  no  avail ;  that  tlwy 
might  be  deprived  of  ihe  holy  sacraments  of  the 
Church;  that  at  their  death  they  might  receive 
no  l>eneltt  fVom  bulls  nor  indulgcuces ;  that  their 
bodies  might  be  cost  ont  into  the  fielfb  like 
those  of  heretics  and  reoegadoes,  instead  of  b^ng 
buried  in  holy  ground  ;  and  that  ihcy  might  nnt 
receive  absolution  from  the  pope,  nor  from  cardi- 
nals, nor  archbishops,  nor  bishops,  nor  any  othi-r 
Christian  prieatH,"  '  Such  were  the  awful  im- 
precations   by  which    these    men  endeavored  ff> 
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add  validi^  to  an  oath.  The  TrorthlejiBDesB  uf  a 
tDon's  wurd  may  alwajs  be  known  by  ttie  ex- 
travagant means  hi^  ue«8  to  enforce  it- 

The  udiniral  saw,  by  the  abjevt  nature  of  this 
petition,  how  completf  ly  the  apirit  of  Uiese  mi»- 
gnided  men  was  broken  ;  with  his  wonted  magna- 
nimity, he  readily  granted  their  prayer,  and  par- 
doned their  otfeuses;  but  on  one  condition,  tliut 
their  ringleader,  FrandBoo  Porrai^.  shuuiil  remain 
«  prisoner. 

As  it  was  diEBcidt  to  maintain  no  nuuiy  persona 
on  board  of  tbe  shipsi,  and  as  i^narrels  might  take 
place  between  persons  who  had  to  recently  been 
at  blows,  Cutumbus  put  tlie  late  foUoners  of 
Porras  ouder  the  comtnand  of  a  disirvt-t  and 
&ithful  man ;  luid  giving  in  his  charge  a  qumititj 
of  European  artides  for  the  purpose  uf  pun^has- 
ing  food  of  the  natives,  directed  them  to  forage 
■bout  the  lEland  tuuil  the  expeo-ted  vessels  slujuld 
srrire. 

Al  length,  after  a  long  year  of  allemal«  hope 
■nd  deejiondeucy,  the    doubta  of   the    Spaniards 

«  Jojfiilly  'iispelled  by  the  sigtit  of  two  vessels 
;   into   the  harbor.      One  proved   lo  lie   a 

1^  hired  and  well  victualled  iti  the  eipeuf-e  of 
by  the  lailliful  and  iudefiili^jle 
ft  Mendei ;  tiie  other  had  been  Euii6«<)ueutly 
I  by  Ovondo,  and  put  under  the  oom- 
mand  of  Di^o  de  !^i»du.  the  admiraJ'»  agent 
employed  lo  collect  his  rent*  ia  San  Douiiugo. 

Tbe  long  ueuject  of  Ovaudu  to  attend  lo  the 
rdief  of  Columlnu  bad,  it  seetiis,  roused  the 
pnUic  indignatioit.  lusoouucb  that  animadveraioBa 


^sa  jun  AMB  w^wmm  mr 


iHKiL  joaat  iDtoL  jm  ^nmstass 
gniniiftw     Tiiif  »  uSrnuai  'rv  La^  CiuBk.  v^i  nor 

larr  -•^•.n    iriinpi:  "jitadt  'i^^  ZiKfiiiar  mux  Ja;T» 


j.mi  ^  iit  Tjtiiit*!  ■;.   'Suxol  mrr  aniri  ai  ie   itsiT- 


•asuife.  -^  ^.  vp-^i  loit-  OBuraisii-  -iff  jict^i;!  asGuIy 
iiKtf^iwsM  inn-     &r  -r:i.-2%*£  ifmH*riiL  ^iKC-dhc^  is 

iBme  "rrn»i>  vis.  ihtt  **^^~   i^duz  "i^  D6*ar   Ifcaiiflei. 

«»  «  ■«  Mk 


'ift^ft^i  -J..    S;iiji    :iL  "Sfc  i^irsLftr  :r:fXf:i^i:3»  ;£  sa* 


i»*^"*  -"i 


-  "?«niw»  irrf  iiiciK  ir  3h  in-lii«r  iiran«»  ir  Ziisii 
■tRz  1U7  M  jxnRitscjxtf  n  'an  muiir.     "^11*11  Zln^  J-srrliTTii 

'vrri^  in«ia  IKhoiUo,  nut  p>!r3cn»*t  iim  "^i  Mar  1  amit*  in 
&W-  '.lor  if  imtf.  ai  a  luamBXC?  if  ii»  '.•tv^rr     Ba  5:iit.»nMFtt 

alitr  u*  rtcun  Vr  '^omn.  mil  rtxrrn^  x.»  jmx-c  Jliusm^  *Z-:iiaaB~ 
in»  ■•'i^.iinfft  'irtK  lumc  xrtotnii  toiL  xdHcr:i>iLjrii  wsls*  -if  3i& 

▼TTi  -i.r  !ri!»  war^t:**  it»  mumd  in  jDi3«imr>**i  jr:ui;;um  iirat- 
sl  '.f  mtt  JHonii  -if  Ejacminui. :  ul  ■auoDpsnuBxt  'v^un.  :iu  ai- 
aiin«'t  4(m.  una  I>jt^.  -vtto  -via-  pnsent:. -sbHPnllj  ixufieriD«>k 
33  i«»r!»  rm-     A  't»'v  """sct  jitar '^aftA.  "vaita  die  LiCSer  sik- 

m 

tawimi  M  'iit*.  iffiise  if  sib  iuzLer.  ICeciLtx  rvmiarii^i  kxiit 
4f  'Ok  -zr-inL.-!*.  *^a£  IVjii  u-iti^u*  iniv  ra^i  aJn  tfia£  b»  bad 
rrT»ii  'ill*   .lEut  "ii  li-r  loi::!!*  C*-n   Biir'huiimif^:  i:« 

Mrii«i<tz    *hrt^rri!7   rTOi:ie«L   raai  diT   -ruTaiiinc   iad  beCfr 
htt  s-'^-'.a  'j>    Ltiq  Btumo'uamtfw .  «a>x    :ii<    iifiee  to    !ti]iL*<i* 
acttfjpLaiT  *j    ur^^tsnt-     rbn    »nj»«.S:,  iiij"v»T*r    r»3iain*«i 
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nnperfbrmcd,  and  Diego  Ueodez  unrawirdod.  He  wu  illcr- 
wirdimjrVfd  onroyagesof  rtincnveryinyeBMls  of  his  own, 
bat  met  wiih  many  vicissitudeB,  anil  K|jpevi  lo  fanve  di«<l  in 
impoterisbud  cin:am>tuii.-ce.  His  last  will,  from  which  ihrsa 
pMtlcului  ara  pfinpipftlly  g»lh*red,  wa«  diled  in  TallBrlolicr. 
tbc  Ifllh  of  Juut,  168fi,  by  which  it  it  evitleni  thnl  he  niusl 
Imti  be«n  Id  lbs  primn  of  IJIe  at  the  time  of  liis  vuyiin  with 
tiM  idminil.  In  Ihii  will  be  requested  thai  the  r«ivird  whicli 
b«d  twen  pramliod  to  liim  ehould  be  paid  to  bis  children,  by 
malciag  hii  eldest  un  priudipil  Alguuil  for  life  of  Ibe  tity  oC 
Sin  Damingn,  and  hi>  oiher  aon  lieutenant  to  the  idmiral  fiir 
Ifas  ume  city.  Il  don  not  ippear  whetber  thit  recjaeit  tii« 
comptjed  wilb  under  Ibe  Bueceiuon  of  Don  Diego, 

Id  another  clause  of  his  will,  he  desired  that  a  laige  aluiis 
should  be  placed  upon  his  sepulchre,  od  which  alioulil  be  eu- 
graved,  "  Here  lies  the  honorable  Cavalier  Diego  Mendex, 
who  served  greatly  the  royal  crown  of  Spain,  in  the  conquest 
of  Ibe  Indies,  with  the  admiral  Don  Christopher  Qiiumboa, 
of  glorious  memory,  who  made  the  diuovery;  and  aAervaids 
by  himseir,  with  ships  at  his  own  cost.  He  died,  &c.,  &c. 
Bestow  in  charity  a  Paternoster,  and  at)  Ave  MariB." 

He  Ulcered  that  in  the  miJM  of  this  stone  there  should  be 
carved  an  Indian  canoe,  as  given  him  by  the  king  for  arniorial 
bearings  in  memorial  of  bis  voyage  from  Jamaica  to  His- 
paniolo,  and  above  il  should  be  etigraved  in  larj^  letters,  the 
•Ord  "  CANOA."  He  enjoined  upon  his  heirs  to  he  loyal  to 
Ihi  adoiinl  (Don  Diego  Columbus)  and  his  lady,  and  i^ive 
Ibem  much  ghostly  connsol,  mingled  with  pious  benediclinue. 
At  an  helr-Ioom  in  his  fkmily.  he  bequeathed  his  library,  con- 
■isting  of  a  few  TOlumes,  wliich  aecouiponied  him  in  bis 
iranderhigst  viz.  "The  Art  of  lloty  Dying,  by  Erasmus i  A 
Setinan  of  the  same  author,  in  Spanish;  The  Lingua  and 
the  Colloquies  of  lbs  same:  The  IJiittoiv  of  Josephus;  The 
.Moral  Philosophy  of  Aristotle;  The  Book  of  the  Holy  Land; 
A  Book  called  the  Coulemplation  of  the  Passion  of  our 
Savionrj  A  Trad  on  the  Vengeance  of  the  Deatli  of  Aga- 
memDon,  and  several  other  short  treatises."    Tbii  curious 
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tbeir  own  backs,  and  lucky  wiu  lie  w\ui  litwi  e 
horse  for  ibe  jourijuy  ;  \m  tvnul'i  If^  uXAu  lo  hriiig 
back  the  greater  IihuI  of  xmuuiii.  TUay  uU  eut 
out  in  bigb  epirila.  ea^r  wlio  bIuiuIiI  first  reujjlj 
the  goldcD  laiul ;  lliiiikiii;;  ttu!/  biul  bui  Ij>  uiiive 
at  tlie  mines.  atA  oolltstt  ri';li«t)  j  "  for  lliey  fkutiiid ," 
says  Lat  Caeiie.  ""tW  uoM  wag  ii/  be  j^iiieiiyl  u« 
eai^ily  and  riiaidiij  av  fruit  ifum  tin:  Ins**."  Wliwi 
they  arrivtid.  Ituwevtr.  tiaey  d(i>oijH!it"i.  i^r  tWr 
demay.  thai  il  wae  mjwwmry  lo  dig  paiutully  iuw 
the  bcivelE  (if  tli«  ettnb  —  u  lubur  Uf  w-iii<Ui  luust 
flf  tbean  bad  nev^r  buen  uccuetuuitid  ;  tiuit  it  re- 
quired u:ptjri«ii(ie  uiiij  (ju;;K<;iiy  lo  disUjci  tIjB  \vmm 
<d  ar« :  ibut.  m  iacl.  iiiv  wiiulc  [iivwu  vi'  luiuiujf 
TW  excetrdiuply  luiimuit.  duiuauded  vael  patietiue 
mod  tDudi  experience,  aud.  afi«r  all.  hw  lull  ul' 
moenainty.  Tiiey  diggetl  eagerly  fur  a  IJiiiL-, 
but  fuund  ui>  ore.  Tuey  gitw  iiuu^ri'.  tbrew  6y 
tbeir  impleiueuie.  eat  liuit'ij  lu  ea'..  aiid  reluititiV  lo 
wort,  li  was  all  iti  v*iii.  ■■  'J'iicir  iuL.i*r/'  Bjiyi- 
Ijafi  Ctami.  **  giave  liieui  a  koeii  ap^litt  aud  ijuiutc 
digGSlioti.  iiui  iKi  ^uld.''  Tiiey  hhjl  iMUouuuiii  ijioii 
pntviftiuiib.  exlmuMMi  liieir'  (ntlicuu:.  cuiauu  liiKiJ' 
infatiiaiiuii.  suti  tij  eigii:  duy--  m;:  ^^'  (irt^riit  ui, 
tbeir  icuini  aiutip  tiit  rtMuir  tiiey  iuMJ  uieiy  u-ji: 
mo  exulliugly.  Tuey  Hniw'l  a:  Sau  i>uai.i.gu 
irilliout  ail  uuutv  o'  guk^.  iialJ'iiuriiviiu<;.  duniiuicU 
bimI  dtiKpairiu^.-  Suci;  i-  tiH'  olic-ii  tin.  uan'  «: 
tiuMt  wiii.1  i^uoraiiliy  eiijtii^-.  ii  luiiuii^  —  \>:  aJ: 
epeculatiuur  Uh.  luuc:  iiriliiuu'-  piuuuriu^-  out; 
faliaetuuz. 

I'<>vcny  Buuii  iut.    upo;.   tiiCK   Ukiagui'je'.  uiti.. 
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their  vicinity  should,  in  lieu  of  tribute,  furnish  a 
number  of  their  subjecU  to  asabt  them  id  culti- 
vating tlieir  eslntcs.  Thi^i,  as  baa  been  observed, 
was  the  oommencement  of  the  disnslrous  syetera 
of  repartimieiitof,  or  ili^tributions  of  Indians. 
Wlien  Bobadilla  administered  the  government,  he 
consirnined  the  caciques  to  funiiah  a  number  of 
Indiiios  to  each  Spaniard,  for  the  purpose  of  work- 
ing the  mines;  where  they  were  employed  like 
beaBls  of  burdeu.  He  made  an  enumei'ation  of 
tfae  natives,  to  prevent  evasion  ;  reduced  them  into 
classes,  and  distributed  tbem  among  the  Spiiitisb 
iohabilants.  The  eiiormoua  oppresBions  whic;b  en- 
sued  have  been  neliced.  They  roused  the  iudig- 
nation  of  Isabella :  and  when  Ovando  wafl  scut  out 
to  supersede  Bobadilla,  in  1502,  the  natives  were 
.  prononnced  free :  they  immediately  refused  to  la- 

Ovando  represented  to  the  Spanish  sovereigns, 
in  1503,  that  miaous  consequences  resulted  to 
the  colony  from  thiR  entire  liberty  granted  to  ibe 
Indians.  He  stated  that  the  tribute  could  not 
be  collected,  for  ibe  Indians  were  lazy  and  im- 
provident ;  that  they  could  ouly  be  kept  from 
vices  and  irregulariiies  by  occupation  ;  thiit  they 
now  kept  aloof  from  the  Spaniards,  and  fiNjra  alJ 
instruction  in  the  Chrislian  faith. 

Ilie  last  represenlalioQ  had  an  influence  with 
IsabeUu.  and  drew  a  letter  from  the  sovereigue 
to  Ovtuido  in  I5U3.  iu  which  be  was  ordered  to 
spare  no  [laius  U>  Hltach  the  natives  to  the  Span- 
ish DBtiou  nud  the  Catholic  religion ;  to  make 
them  labor  modemlely,  if  absolutely  essential  to 
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their  own  good,  but  U)  temper  nutborit;  wiUi 
perauwioii  niiit  luiidness;  to  pay  tliem  regn- 
iMrlf  luid  fikirly  Air  itieir  labor,  and  to  have  ibem 
iiUlruuItMl  ill  religion  vti  certniii  days. 

Ovaiiilo  u\'iiilcJ  hiinsetf  of  the  powers  prea 
him  by  litis  Itjticr  to  thoir  lullesi  extent.  He 
nasignwl  lo  vach  Citsliltan  a  t^rlolti  number  of 
Iiwlians,  Hccontiug  lo  the  qtiahiy  of  tlie  appli- 
tMiit,  ihu  iinliire  of  the  application,  or  bw  cnni 
plva^uiv.  It  tva^  niTAiigcd  in  the  form  of  ait 
onltir  on  >  raciqiio  Cor  a  certaiu  immber  of  lo- 
diaiis,  who  were  tu  be  paid  by  their  enipioTer, 
tuul  iiMtriiotwl  in  the  C<ilbolic  railli.  Thu  pay 
was  Ml  small  «d  to  be  little  belter  tUau  nomioBl ; 
tile  i list nici ion  u-u  liitk  more  than  the  imn 
cvnmuuy  uf  baptism;  and  the  term  of  labor  wma 
lU  firvi  »ix  moullis  ""'^  then  «glit  monlla  >■ 
the  y«Mr.  Uttder  ourer  uf  Hits  hired  Unr,  in- 
touitA  for  tbe  pxid  boih  of  their  bodies  ud  tfaur 
•Mht  non  iniolwvbta  to^  was  uxacted  fnoi  tktm, 
nd  man  hornUs  entities  were  hillictp>^  tham 
in  tha  wwM  day»  of  BolwlilW  They  >«• 
8«par*K4  oAea  the  dntann  of  Mrcnl  days'  jo«^ 
Mey  fton  ihair  wins  kad  HuUra,  and  doMMd 
lo  iatoferabh  Unr  oT  all  kiadv  «xturtad  I7  tte 
craet  iallieticMi  ef  ^  hck.    For  foo^  ikey  bil 
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dogB,  for  aiij  boue  ihruwn  to  them.  Afler  ihej 
bad  giinwed  aud  sucked  it,  the;  pounded  \t  be- 
tween BUines,  and  mixed  il  wiih  itieir  cassava 
brawl,  thai  notliiug  of  so  precious  a  morsel  might 
be  loHt.  As  to  Ihose  wLo  liibored  in  the  fields, 
they  BeTer  lasted  eilher  6esli  or  fisb  ;  «  Hltle  cas- 
HAva  bread  aud  a  few  roota  were  their  suppgrt. 
Wliilo  the  Spuoianls  thus  wiiUbeld  the  nourieb- 
ment  necessary  to  suEtaiu  llieir  Leullh  aiid 
strecglh,  they  exacted  a  degree  of  kbur  sufficient 
lo  brenk  down  the  most  rigorous  man.  If  the 
Indians  fled  iVora  tbis  incessant  toil  and  barbarous 
coercion,  aud  took  refuge  io  the  mountains,  they 
trere  hunted  out  like  wild  beasts,  scourged  iu  the 
most  inhuman  maimer,  and  laden  with  chains  to 
prevent  a  second  escape.  Many  pcrblied  long 
before  ilieir  term  uf  labor  bad  expired.  Thoee 
who  sun'ired  ibeir  tena  of  six  or  eight  montlis, 
were  permitted  to  return  to  their  homes  uutU  the 
next  term  coromenced.  But  their  homes  were 
of^en  forty,  sixty,  and  eighty  leagues  dietanL 
I  They  had  nothing  to  sustain  them  through  the 
journey  but  a  few  rooI«  or  agi  peppers,  or  a  litlW 
cassara  bread.  Worn  down  by  long  toJJ  and  cruel 
hardships,  which  their  feeble  constitutions  were 
incapable  of  sustaining,  many  bad  not  strength 
to  pertbrm  the  junmey.  but  sank  down  and  died 
by  the  way;  some  by  ihe  side  of  a  brook, 
olben  under  the  shade  of  a  tree,  where  they 
liad  crawled  for  shelter  from  the  sun.  "  I  have 
found  many  dead  in  the  road,"  sajs  Las  Casus, 
"  others  gasping  under  the  trees,  and  otbeis  in 
the  pangs  of  death,  fiuntly  trying   Hunger  1  bua- 
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ger!"'  Tliiwe  who  reached  their  homKi  matt 
commonly  found  Ihem  desolale.  During  tbe 
eight  incinlhs  Ihc'y  lind  been  absent,  tlieir  wiTfis 
luid  children  hod  eillier  perished  or  Hranderei! 
away ;  the  tielils  ou  which  they  depended  fi>r 
tbod  were  overrun  with  weeds,  und  nothing  wm 
leH  them  but  to  lie  down,  exbHiinied  and  d«spKir- 
ing,  Mid  ilie  at  the  threshold  of  their  linbitHtions.* 
I(  is  impossible  to  pursue  any  further  iliu 
picture  drawn  by  the  venerable  Las  Ctifas,  not 
of  what  he  hud  heard,  hut  of  tvbiil  he  htu]  seen ; 
nature  and  humanity  revolt  at  the  details.  &v£- 
flee  it  to  SH/  thiit,  so  intolerable  n-ere  tbe  lO&S 
and  siitTerings  inflicted  upou  this  weak  Had  tn^ 
offending  race,  thnt  they  siink  under  ihcm,  £>- 
solviug,  as  it  were,  from  the  face  of  the  ewlh. 
Many  killed  themselves  in  dtHpnir,  and  sntX 
mothttrs  overcame  the  [lowerful  instincts  of  ot- 
ture,  Mild  destroyed  the  infants  at  their  breasts, 
to  spare  them  a  lifa  of  wretchedness.  Twelve 
years  had  not  elapsed  sipice  the  discovery  of  the 
island,  und  several  hundred  thousand  of  ita  native 
inhabilanta  had  perished,  miserable  victiins  to  the 
grasping  avarice  of  the  white  men. 

■  Lu  Cuaa.  U[>l.  lad.,  lib.  ii.  op.  14.  MS. 


IHE  auHeringa  of  tbe  natives  nnder  ibe 
T  civil  policy  of  Ovando  have  been  briefly 
Ebown ;  it  rcmoinB  to  give  i 
TiKW  of  tlie  mililHry  operations  of  this  com- 
maiider,  bo  lituiieJ  by  certain  of  tbe  early  hislo- 
riaos  for  his  prudence.  By  this  uotice  a  portion 
of  the  eventful  history  of  tbia  ifiland  will  be  re< 
ooddUhI  nhicb  ia  connected  wiih  the  fortunes 
of  Columbas,  and  which  comprises  the  thorough 
BoljugHtion,  nnd,  it  mity  almost  be  snid,  exiermi- 
nstion  of  the  oaiivo  inhabitants.  And  firat,  we 
must  treat  of  the  disasters  of  the  beautiful  prov- 
inue  of  Xaragua.  the  seat  of  hospitality,  the  ref- 
uge of  the  suffering  Spaniards ;  and  of  ibe  fate 
of  the  female  cacique,  Anacaona,  once  the  pride 
of  the  island,  and  the  generous  friend  of  while 
men. 

Behechio.  the  ancient  cacique  of  this  province, 
being  dead,  Anacaona.  his  sister,  had  succeeded  to 
the  Kovemcaent.  The  marked  partiality  which 
■he  once  maniiested  for  the  Spaniards  had  been 
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gerl"^  Those  who  roached  their  homes  most 
oomiooiily  fuuiul  them  desolate.  During  the 
eight  uiDnths  tliey  hnd  been  absent,  their  wItcb 
auti  chiMi'tia  had  either  perished  or  wandered 
a  way ;  the  tields  on  which  tliey  depended  for 
fiKKl  were  overrun  witli  weeds,  and  nothing  was 
letl  them  but  to  lie  down,  exhausted  and  despair- 
ing, and  lUe  at  the  threshold  of  tlieir  liabitations.' 
It  is  ini|H>ssible  to  pursue  any  further  the 
picture  drawn  bv  tlie  venerable  Las  Casas,  not 
of  what  he  had  heaixl,  but  of  what  he  had  seen; 
nature  and  humanity  revolt  at  the  details.  Sol^ 
tiw  it  to  sav  that,  so  intolerable  were  the  toils 
and  sutieriugs  intiicted  upon  this  weak  and  on- 
ofiViiiling  raw,  that  ihey  sauk  under  them,  dis- 
solving, a?»  it  wtri-e,  fivm  the  face  of  the  earth. 
Many  killed  theuicselves  in  despair,  and  even 
mothers  overcame  the  powerful  instincts  of  nar- 
tui"e,  and  desiivyed  the  inUuits  at  their  breasts* 
to  »pare  tlicm  a  lite  of  wl■etchedne^!N  Twelve 
years  had  not  elapsed  since  the  discovery  oli  the 
island,  and  several  humlred  thousand  oi'^  iti»  native 
inhabitants  hiid  perished,  uii>enible  victims  to  the 
grasping  avarice  of  the  white  men. 

*  L;i»  L'ai>u^  Iii»t.  lud..  lib.  a.  cAp.  14^  M^» 
^  Idem.  :ibt  >u(>. 
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CHAPTEH    II. 

K  AT  ZAKAtHIA  —  rAT£  OF  AVAL-AVBA. 

[isoa.j 

IHE  enStrnngB  of  tbe  nativee  under  the 
cit-il  policv  uf  Ovaiidb  have  Uiaii  brieflj' 
I  sliutru :  il  remaiue  U)  give  a  iXfQclw 
r  uf  Utt  miliuirv  optsrvliuitf  of  lhi»  oom- 
a  lauiiet)  by  c«naJD  uf  litt  earijr  liuui- 
naiK  for  lii^  prudetK'c.  Bj  tliif  notice  n  fwrtjcin 
of  die  fiveutl'ul  Lidlory  of  Uiit'  ielaad  will  1^  re- 
eomUed  whidi  ii?  coDDected  with  the  lonunw 
of  ColiunbuE.  BUil  vlucL  caiiipn»e6  the  tljurougli 
snlgngBliuu.  oud.  i<  iua,v  almwfi  Ix^  aaid.  tsicrtoi- 
□stioD  of  lilt  uitiiit  iniiabilaule.  Ami  linl,  we 
muAl  u%sT  of  liie  dieaMert  oi'  lite  Usautilul  jiruv- 
ioce  uf  XiU-B^uii.  tlie  seal  of  liuepiialiiT.  tlie  reC- 
nge  of  llw  Hulferiug  S|HU>krd« ;  tuid  ol'  Uie  &a« 
of  the  fitsinai«  uBoiijuti.  Aoacautia.  uuw:  tlie  pride 
■f  the  ialand,  and  tbc  geueruui^  frieud  ol   wliiie 

Bebecluu.  Hie-  ouuicnl  cucique  of  liii^  inxiviuoe. 
bung  dtaMJ.  Auaewnw.  hie  wuet .  lukd  succeeded  to 
tbe  giumiiimein.     Tiie  markc^d  parUalit.v  wliidi 

I  fur  tilt  Spauiardf  luwl  Leeu 
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in  Uie  place  for  his  residence,  and  bis  people 
wexe  quartered  in  the  hoases  odjiHniag.  For 
wreral  cUyg  the  Spaciiardd  were  eoterrtained  irilh 
«U  the  natural  luxuries  lltal  tlie  prorince  »f- 
ferdML  National  »ongg  and  dances  and  game* 
were  |)erforni«l  for  thtir  amo^eineiit.  and  then! 
was  every  outward  demonstralion  of  the  same 
hospitality,  the  same  amity,  thnt  Anacaona  had 
nniformly  shown  to  white  men. 

Not  withstanding  all  thb  kindness,  and  not- 
witfastanding  her  uniJbrm  integrity  of  condocti 
and  open  generosity  of  character,  Ovando  was 
persuaded  tluit  Anucsona  was  secretly  meditating 
a  massacre  of  himself  and  hts  followers.  His- 
torians tell  ua  nothing  of  the  gToanils  for  sudi  a 
belief.  It  was  too  probably  produced  by  the 
misrepresentadona  of  the  ouprindpled  adventur- 
ers who  infested  the  province.  Ovando  shottld 
have  paused  and  reHected  before  he  acted  upon 
it.  He  should  have  considered  the  improbabOity 
of  such  an  attempt  by  naked  Indians  against  so 
large  a  force  of  steel-clad  troops,  armed  with 
European  weafwns;  and  he  should  have  reflected 
upon  the  general  character  and  eoaduci  of  Anoc- 
aona.  At  any  rate,  the  example  aet  repeatedly 
by  Columbas  and  his  brother  the  Adelantado, 
should  have  convinced  him  that  it  was  a  sufficient 
safeguard  against  the  machinations  of  the  natives, 
to  seize  upon  their  cadques  and  detain  them  as 
hostages.  The  policy  of  Ovando,  however,  was 
of  a  more  rash  and  sanguinary  natare ;  he  acted 
upon  suspiraon  as  upon  conviction.  Ho  deler- 
miued  to  autidpate  the    alleged  plot  by  a  ooun- 
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ter-ortifice,    and   to   OTerwhctm    this    ilefenseleu 
people  in  an  iuilucriimuau.'  and  bloody  venge- 

As  the  lodioDS  had  enttrtaiaed  t)i«ir  gui^tB 
with  various  nacioiial  gaioes.  Ovando  iuviUrd  thtia 
in  return  to  witnesB  certain  games  of  his  i;i>untry. 
AnoDg  these  was  a  tilling  match  or  jouct  with 
reeds :  a  chiTalruos  game  which  tlie  Sjiauiitrde 
had  leanit  from  the  Moore  of  Graiiaila.  'Die 
Spaaisfa  caralrr.  in  iho^e  daj:.  were  al^  retuark- 
■ble  for  tbeir  ekillfu]  maungemeat.  ae  for  the 
oetentaXwuE  (apariaou  of  iIh^  hoi-«fee-  Among 
the  troc^  touught  out  fiom  Spain  bv  Oiaudo, 
(Kte  horeemau  had  disdpliued  Lii  bor«f:  to  pr,uioe 
and  corvei  in  time  to  iLe  mu<:J<.-  of  u  viuL'  Tbc 
JOQS  wm.  appointed  u>  lake  plaoe  of  a  Simdaj 
afier  dinner,  in  the  public  »>juare-  b^'^re  the 
bonae  where  Orando  wa*  quanertji.  Tlie  lav- 
■liT  aad  fdoi-s^ildiert'  hud  their  vmtvi  iiittruo- 
lionK.  The  former  «rer%  to  panide.  noi  luen^ly 
nitl)  reedc  or  bluutt^  tndug  lauo^E.  but  with 
weapcmE  of  u  inurt  d^aidly  limntonT.  TLt  iixit- 
Boldiere  wcK  to  uimt  appareuLiy  nt  uienr  tytMur 
ton.  but  likewuie  armed  and  r«s*dy  fur  a'^on  at 
k  eoboened  siguaL 

Al  the  appuiuted  time  the  Mjuare  war  <;ro<rded 
with  the  lyHiairf  waiting  to  ma  liut  miliutrj 
Bpecuu^  Tht  uudijUtt  W'::re  aM«mbied  in  the 
house  of  Ovaudu.  whidi  luoked  upuii  tbe  >4]uare. 
Koue  were  urm-^  :  an  iuirt:aerve<l  fuiilkleuoe 
prevailed  aiDoug  tiKin.  loialiy  intuuijiaiibi'--  with 
the  dark   tnatciKn  of  whiii  ihej   wertr  ao.-UB«<L 


■M  difiaHd  MooinBg  Go  BW  onfen>  at  |pftA 
dM  kbd  «^«L  Some  wr  it  wm  liy  taUw 
boU  of  ■  pine  of  goM  lAkli  «w  Mpffcl 
abow  In*  Mdi-.*  odwn.  bj  lanog  hit  haarf  at 


on  liiM  bdxt*  A  tnimp«t  i 
■onided.  The  Imok  ■ 
aO  dw  i«iiM^nl  (vjqiKs  went  nuuihlBi  warn 
nnonoded  bf  fokfinr.  MNBMtmded  bf  Di^gB 
Tela«qa«z  and  Kodi%i>  M«xiuriIlo,  awl  na  cas 
«■•  pemitied  to  eacape.  Thejr  entavd,  and 
•eixiiig  opon  the  caciqaes,  boond  tben  to  lb* 
ptMts  whidi  mppoitcd  die  not  Anaaaim  w* 
In]  forth  a  prisraier.  The  nnbappj  odqwa 
were  Ihea  put  to  hmribki  ttffttms.  until  eone 
of  iheiD.  in  the  extremitT  of  ai^itisb,  iref«  tamla 
U  acnue  their  tjneen  and  Ibenm^wea  of  ibe  |Jol 
wilh  which  lh«7  were  cfaar^^inL  When  dun  eraei 
mockerjr  of  judicial  fbnn  had  been  exacted,  in- 

>  OiMto.  Cnoks  4«  l«  Indiif.  lib.  Hi.  op.  IS. 

1  Lu  Cum.  Bin  M..  lib.  U.  nji  g. 

*  Cbarhtou,  Hb).  Su  DamUi|,-«.  lib.  uiT.  p.  !& 
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stMd  of  preserving  tbem  for  afler-«xamiiiatioD, 
fire  was  set  to  the  house,  anii  oU   the  caciques 
I  -perislied  miHemlilj  in  the  flumes. 

Wliile  these  biirlMirities  were  practiced  upon 
[  the    ehieftoiiia,  a   horrible   mussocre  took  plocti 
I  Dinoug  the  popiilnce.     At  the  si^al  of  Ovumlo, 
i   the  horwmeii  rushed  into  the  miikt  of  tlie  naked 
I  and  defciiselesa  throng,  trampling  them  under  the 
hoo&  of  their  steeds,  cutting   them  down  with 
their   swords,  and  transfixing    tliem   with   their 
spears.     No  mercy  was  shown   to  age  or  sex  ; 
It   was    a   savage   and   indiscriminaM    butchery. 
Nov    and    then    a    Spanish    horseman,    either 
throngh  an  emotion  of  pity,  or  au  impulse   of 
avarice,  caught  up  a  child,   ta  hear   it   off  in 
sftfety ;    but  it  was  barliorously  pierced  by  the 
lances  of  his  compsjiions.     Humanity  turns  with 
horror  &om  such  atrodties,  and  would  £tiu  dis- 
creet them ;  but   they  are  circumstantially  and 
.  more  minutely  recorded  by   the  venerable 
Bishop  Las  Casos,  who  was  resident  in  the  island 
at  the  time,  and  conversant  with  the  primjpal 
actors    in  this  tragedy.      He  may  have  colored 
I  the   picture    strongly,    in   his  -usual    indignation 
when  the  wrongs  of  the  Indians  are  in  question  : 
1  yet,  from  all  concurring  accounts,  and  from  many 
I  precise   fiicts    which  speak    for    themselves,   tlie 
le  must  have  been  most  sanguinary  and  atro- 
[   cious.     Oriedo,  who  is  loud  in  extolling  the  jus- 
I   tice,  and  devotion,  and  charity,  nnd  meekness  of 
Ovando,  and  his  kind  treatment  of  the  Indians, 
and  who  visited  the  province  of  Xaragua  a  few 
years  afterwards,  re(!ords  several  of  the  preced- 
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~  espedallf  tin;  colii-blooded 
gMae  of  quoits  pluyed  l>y  llw  gchveruor  oa  the 
verge  of  such  a.  Itorrible  scwne,  and  ibe  bunting 
of  the  caciques,  to  the  uumber,  he  says,  of  more 
than  forty.  Diego  Mendez,  who  wad  at  Xam- 
gua  at  the  tune,  and  duubtltssB  present  ob  sttdi 
nu  importiLUt  occaaiou,  says  incideiitally  in  his 
last  will  aud  tisstament,  tW  there  were  dghty- 
fbur  cadquea  either  burnt  or  hanged.^  Los 
Casas  sayB,  that  there  were  eighty  who  entered 
the  liouse  nith  Anacaouit.  The  slaughter  of  the 
multitude  must  have  been  great ;  and  this  wu 
iiifliL-ted  on  an  nnonaed  and  uureaiBting  throng 
Several  who  escaped  from  tlie  maEsacre  Oed  in 
tlieir  canoes  to  on  island  about  eight  leagues  ^»- 
tant,  called  Guanabo.  They  were  pursued  and 
taten,  and  cundenined  [o  slavery. 

As  to  the  princess  Anacaona,  she  was  carried 
in  chains  to  Sau  Domingo.  The  mockery  of  a 
trial  was  given  her,  ui  which  she  was  found  guilty 
on  [he  confesi^tons  wrung  by  ttutures  from  her 
subjects,  and  on  the  testimony  of  ilieir  butchers ; 
and  she  was  ignomioiously  hanged  in  the  presence 
of  the  people  whom  she  had  so  long  and  so  sig- 
nally befriended.^  Oviedo  ha«  sought  t^i  Uirow  a 
stigma  on  the  character  of  this  nnforturmte  prin- 
cess, accusing  her  of  great  licentiousness ;  but  he 
was  prone  to  eriminate  the  i:harac[er  of  the  native 
princee.  who  feU  victims  to  the  ingratitude  and 

■  Bdacion  hccba  poT  Don  Die^  Ucndci.    Mavurrele.  Col.. 
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injostioe  of  his  eoaELtrrnieiL  CoDtemporary  writers 
of  greater  aothoritT  bare  owicurred  in  represent- 
ing An^caona  a£  remarkabkr  lor  her  uative  pro- 
priefT  azni  digiiitr.  She  was  adored  by  her  ^ub* 
jecte.  so  a^  to  hold  a  kixid  of  domixiioju  over  theiu 
even  during  the  lifetime  of  her  brother:  she  is 
said  to  have  been  skilled  in  oompouiug  the  areyu>fe>. 
or  ksesidarr  ballads^  of  her  nation,  and  mav  have 
oondooed  much  toward^^  producing  that  bup^^ri*^ 
degree  of  refinement  remarked  among  her  people. 
H€sr  graoe  and  beauty  had  made  her  i^enowned 
thronghont  the  ishmd.  and  had  excited  the  ad- 
■dntkiD  both  of  the  savage  and  the  Spaniard* 
Her  magnjuiimoiifi  spirit  was  evinced  iu  her  ami- 
etkA^  treatment  of  the  white  men.  althougL  her 
kneband.  the  brave  Caonabo.  had  periiihed  a  prib- 
osier  iu  their  hands:  and  detem»ele8s  partiet?  of 
them  had  beeD  repeatedly  in  her  power,  aud  hved 
at  la2;ge  in  her  dominiom^.  After  havuig.  ii>T 
several  yearb.  neglected  all  saie  opportunitieb  of 
vengeance,  she  fell  a  ^^ctim  to  the  absnitl  diaJge 
of  having  oouspired  against  ai;  armed  body  cjf 
nearhr  four  hundred  men.  seventv  of  them  hor«»e- 
men :  a  force  sufficient  to  have  subjugated  large 
armies  of  naked  TndianR. 

Aiter  ihe  massacre  of  Xaragua.  th^  deHHruction 
of  its  inhalutauts  still  <XMjtinued.  'I'he  lavorite 
nephew  of  Anacaona.  the  cacicju^-  Guaora.  who 
had  fled  to  the  mountainb.  vrnt  huutt<l  like  a  wild 
beast,  imtil  he  was  taken,  and  likewii^-  lianged. 
For  six  months  the  Spaniardh  oontinue<1  ravaging 
the  country  with  hor»e  and  loot,  under  preiext  oi' 
quelling  InhurrectionN  :  ior.  wherever  the  aifrtghied 
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natives  took  rciugc  in  tlieir  despair,  herding  m 
<liriiiiul  ravcrns  and  in  tlu;  fustnessett  of  tlie  moun- 
tuiiis,  they  wero  n^prcsentcd  as  assembling  in  arms 
to  iiuikt*  a  head  of  rflicllioii.  Having  at  length 
hmilcd  ilicia  out  of  their  retreats,  destroyed  mauy, 
uiid  rtitlueed  tlit^  siirvivoi's  to  tlic  most  deplorable 
misery  and  abject  submission,  the  whole  of  that 
part  of  thtt  ishind  was  considertHl  as  rt^stored  to 
g<Mid  onlt;r;  and  in  it^mmemonitiim  of  this  great 
triumph,  Ovando  founded  a  town  near  to  the  lake, 
whicli  ho  ealUnl  Siinta  Maria  do  la  Venladera  Paz 
(St.   Mary  of  the  True.  lV;u!e).^ 

Sueh  is  the  tragieid  history  of  the  delightfal 
i*e«iiou  of  Xanigua,  and  of  its  auiLible  and  hos- 
pitable iH'ople.  A  pLuv  where  the  Kun>j>eans. 
by  ilu'ir  own  av\\»uut,  found  a  pertivt  J»a^adi^e, 
but  wliieh,  by  their  vile  jKts:>ioJis,  ihoy  tilled  with 
honvr  and  desolation. 

^  l.*vicdo,  i,V>uica  dc  la>  lii«lias,  lib.  iii.  cap.  li. 
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liers,  named  Valtenebro  and  Portevedra,  in  which 
the  Indian,  though  pierced  through  the  body  by 
the  lances  and  swords  of  both  his  assailants,  re- 
tained his  fierceness,  and  continued  the  combat, 
until  he  fell  dead  in  the  ix)ssession  of  all  their 
weapons.^  This  gallant  action,  says  Las  Casas, 
was  public  and  notorious. 

The  Indians  were  soon  defeated  and  driven 
to  their  mountain  retreats.  The  Spaniards  pur- 
sued them  into  their  recesses,  discovered  their 
wives  and  children,  wreaked  on  them  the  most  in- 
discriminate slaughter,  and  conmiitted  their  chief- 
tains to  the  flames.  An  aged  female  cacique  of 
great  distinction,  named  Higuanama,  being  taken 
prisoner,  was  hanged. 

A  detachment  was  sent  in  a  caravel  to  the  isl- 
and of  Saona,  to  take  particular  vengeance  for 
the  destruction  of  the  shallop  and  its  crew.  The 
natives  made  a  desperate  defense  and  fled.  The 
island  was  mountainous,  and  full  of  caverns,  in 
which  the  Indians  vainly  sought  for  refuge.  Six 
or  seven  hundred  were  imprisoned  in  a  dwellhig, 
and  all  put  to  the  sword  or  poniarded.  Those 
of  the  inhabitants  who  were  spared  were  carried 
off  as  slaves ;  and  the  island  was  left  desolate  and 
deserted. 

The  natives  of  Higuey  were  driven  to  despair, 
seeing  that  there  was  no  escape  for  them  even  in 
the  bowels  of  the  earth ;  *  they  sued  for  peace, 
which  was  granted  them,  and  protection  promised 
on  condition  of  their  ailtivating  a  large  tract  of 

1  Las  Casas,  Hist.  Ind.,  lib.  ii.  cap.  8. 

2  Las  CasaSf  ubi  sup. 
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had,  and  pajiog  a  great  cjnantit;  of  bread  in 
trilrale.  The  peace  being  coacladed,  Cotat>aaum 
%-iatled  the  Spanish  camp,  where  hU  gigantic  pro- 
jMfrtious  and  martial  demeanor  made  him  an  ob- 
ject uf  i-urioaity  and  admira&in.  He  waa  re- 
ceived wilfa  great  distinction  by  EsquibeL  an*! 
thej  exchanged  natnea ;  ou  Indian  leagne  of  fru- 
temitf  and  perpelual  friendship.  The  nudws 
thenceforward  called  the  cacique  Joan  de  Esqui- 
bel,  and  tlie  S|>anish  commander  Cotal3au(Una. 
Esquibel  then  biiilt  a  wooden  fbrtresa  in  an  In- 
dian village  near  the  eea.  and  left  in  it  nine 
men,  wilh  a  captain,  named  Martin  de  Villaman. 
ASUir  this,  the  troops  dispersed,  every  man  retom- 
ing  home,  with  his  proportion  of  slaves  gained  iu 
this  expedition. 

The  pocdficalion  waa  not  of  long  continuance. 
About  the  time  that  euccora  were  sent  lo  Colum- 
bus, to  rescue  him  from  the  wrecks  of  his  vessels 
at  Jamaica,  a  new  revolt  brohe  out  in  Higuey,  iu 
consequence  of  the  oppressious  of  tlie  Sp^uards, 
and  a.  violation  of  the  tre-aCy  made  by  £gi|nibel. 
Martin  de  Villaman  demanded  Uiat  the  natives 
should  not  only  raise  the  grain  stipulate<l  for  by 
the  treaty,  but  convey  it  to  San  Domingo,  and  he 
tront«d  them  with  the  greatest  severity  on  their 
refusal.  He  connived  also  at  the  liccndous  con- 
duct of  his  men  towards  the  luiljiui  women ;  the 
Spaniards  often  taking  frvm  the  natives  their 
daughters  and  sisters,  and  even  their  wivuB.*^ 
The  Indiana,  roused  at  hiat  Ki  fury,  rose  on  their 
tyrants,  aluughtered  them,  and  burnt  their  wortden 
I  Lia  CsBBi,  abt  sup. 
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fortress  to  the  gromid.  Only  one  of  the  Span- 
iards escaped,  and  bore  the  ddings  of  this  catas- 
trophe to  the  city  of  San  Domingo. 

Ov^uido  gave  immediate  orders  to  carry  tire 
and  flword  into  the  province  of  Higuey.  The 
Spanish  troops  mustered  from  various  quarters 
on  the  oonfinCB  of  tliat  province,  whep  Juan  de 
Esquibel  took  the  command,  and  liad  a  great 
number  of  Indians  with  him  bs  allies.  The 
towns  of  Higuey  were  generally  built  among  (he 
moimtaiiis.  Those  mouutiins  rose  in  terraces, 
from  ten  to  fifteen  leagues  in  length  and  breadth ; 
rough  and  rocky,  intersjtersed  with  glens  of  a  red 
soil,  remarkably  fertile,  where  they  raised  theb 
cassava  bread.  The  ascent  &om  terrace  to  ter- 
race was  about  fiftiy  feet;  steep  and  pre<^ipitouB, 
formed  of  the  living  rock,  and  resembling  a  wall 
wronght  with  tools  into  rough  diamond  points. 
Each  village  had  four  wide  streets,  a  stone's 
throw  in  lengih,  forming  a  cross,  the  trees  being 
cleared  away  irom  them,  and  ti'om  a  public  square 
in  the  centre. 

When  the  Spanish  troops  arrived  on  tlie  fron- 
tiers, alarm-fires  along  the  mountains  aud  columns 
of  smoke  spread  the  intelligence  by  night  and 
day.  The  old  men,  the  women,  and  children, 
were  sent  off  to  the  forests  and  caverns,  aud  the 
warriors  prepared  for  battle.  The  Castilians 
paused  in  one  of  the  plains  clear  of  forests, 
where  their  horses  could  be  of  use.  They  made 
prisoners  of  several  of  the  natives,  and  tried  to 
learn  from  them  the  plans  and  forces  of  die  en- 
emy.    They  applied  tortures  for  the  purpose,  but 
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in  voiu,  BO  devoted  was  the  loyalty  of  these  peo- 
ple to  their  caciques.  The  Spaninrds  penetrat*^ 
iuto  the  interior.  They  found  the  warriors  of 
several  towns  asaetubled  in  oiie,  anil  dniWD  up  in 
the  atreeta  with  tlieir  bows  and  arrows,  but  p«^ 
feclly  naked,  and  witlioat  defensive  armor.  They 
uttere<l  tremendous  yells,  and  discharged  a  shower 
of  ari'uws  i  but  from  such  a  dislAnce,  ihAt  they 
fi^  short  of  tiieir  tbe.  The  Spauiarda  replied 
with  Ibcir  cross-bows,  and  will)  two  or  three  of 
their  anjnebuses,  for  at  this  tjwe  they  had  but 
few  fire-arms.  Wlien  the  Indians  saw  several  of 
tfaeii'  comrades  Ml  dead,  they  look  to  Sight, 
rarely  waiting  for  the  atlack  with  swonis :  some 
of  the  wounded,  in  whose  bodies  the  arrows  from 
tbe  cross-bows  Lid  penetrated  to  the  very  feather, 
drew  them  out  with  their  hands,  broke  them  witli 
their  teeth,  and  hnrliiig  them  at  the  Spaoi«nIi 
with  impotent  iiiry,  fell  dead  upon  the  spot. 

The  whole  force  of  the  Indians  was  routed  and 
dispersed ;  eai^  Kimily,  or  liand  of  neighbors,  fled 
in  ii«  own  direction,  and  concealed  itself  in  the  fiist- 
nesses  of  the  mountains.  The  Spaoiardfl  porsued 
them,  but  found  the  chase  difficult  amidst  the  cIok 
forests,  and  the  broken  and  stony  heights.  Thty 
took  several  prisoners  ua  guides,  and  inflicted  in- 
credible torments  on  them,  to  comjiel  them  to 
hetray  their  countrymen.  They  drove  them  before 
them,  sectn-ed  by  cords  &stuned  round  their  ne<^ ; 
and  some  of  them,  as  they  passed  along  the  brinks 
of  precipices,  suddenly  threw  themselves  headlong 
down  in  hopes  of  dragging  aAer  them  the  Span- 
iajyis.    When  at  length  the  pursuers  came  upon  the 
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unhappy  IndiauB  iu  their  conceaboenls,  they  spared 
neither  ngc  nor  sex ;  even  pregnam  women,  and 
mothers  with  infiints  io  their  »riiis,  fell  beneath 
their  nterdleM  swords.  The  cold-blooded  iicts  of 
cruelty  whidt  followed  thig  Brst  slaughter,  would 
be  shocking  to  relate. 

HeDct-  Es(tiiibel  marched  lo  attack  the  town 
where  Cotulianania  resided,  and  where  that  cacique 
luid  colle<:ted  a  great  force  to  resist  him-  He  jiro- 
oeedeil  direct  for  the  place  aloog  the  » 
came  to  trhere  two  raad:^  led  up  the  i: 
the  town-  Oue  of  the  roads  was  open  aud  in- 
viting ;  the  branches  of  the  tre«s  being  lopped,  and 
•11  the  underwood  cleared  away.  Here  the  In- 
(Uuw  hod  statloDeil  on  ambuscade  to  take  the 
Spaniards  in  the  rear.  The  other  road  was  al- 
ntoel  ckned  up  by  trees  and  bushes  cat  duwu  and 
thrown  acroad  each  other-  Esqaibel  wa»  wary  and 
distrustlul ;  he  suspected  the  stralagem,  and  diuse 
the  incumbered  road.  The  town  was  about  a 
league  and  a  half  from  the  sea.  Hie  Spaniards 
made  their  way  with  great  difficulty  for  the  first 
half  league.  The  rest  of  the  road  was  free  from 
all  embarrassment,  which  oonfirmcd  their  suspidou 
of  a  gtniUgem.  They  now  adTani:ed  with  great 
rapi^ty.  and.  having  arrived  neur  the  village,  sud- 
denly turned  intA  the  other  road,  took  the  party 
in  ambush  by  Eurpiise,  and  made  great  havoc 
among  them  with  tlicir  crosa-bows. 

The  warriorB  now  sallied  from  their  conceal- 
ment,  others  rushed  out  of  the  honsee  into  the 
streeU,  and  dischaiged  flights  of  arrows,  but  from 
indi  a  distance  as  generally  to  fall  harmle^.   Ther 
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then  approached  nearer,  and  hurled  stones  with 
their  hands,  being  unacquainted  with  the  use  of 
slings.  Instead  of  being  dismayed  at  seeing  their 
companions  fall,  it  rather  increased  their  fury.  An 
iri'egular  battle,  probably  little  else  than  wild  skir- 
mishing and  bush-fighting,  was  kept  up  from  two 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon  until  night  Las  Casas 
was  present  on  the  occasion,  and,  from  his  account, 
the  Indians  must  have  shown  instances  of  great 
personal  bravery,  though  the  inferiority  of  their 
weapons,  and  the  want  of  all  defensive  armor, 
rendered  their  valor  totally  ineffectual.  As  the 
evening  shut  in,  their  hostilities  gradually  ceased, 
and  they  disappeared  in  the  profound  gloom  and 
dose  thickets  of  the  surrounding  forest.  A  deep 
silence  succeeded  to  their  yells  and  war-whoops, 
and  tliroughout  the  night  the  Spaniards  remained 
in  undisturbed  possession  of  the  village. 
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ilie  fires  whidi  the  InilianB  made  wheneTer  they 
hulled,  and  tUns  they  would  come  npon  them  in 
their  moat  awret  luuinia.  Sometimes  they  would 
hnnt  down  a  slragf^liug  Indian,  and  compel  him 
by  tormenls,  to  betray  the  hiding-place  of  hie  com- 
ponioDs,  bmditig  him  and  driving  liim  before  tlieni 
as  a  guide.  Whenever  they  discovered  oue  of 
these  places  of  refuge,  filled  with  the  aged  and  the 
in£nn,  wilh  fcelile  women  and  helpless  children, 
they  massacred  them  without  mercy.  They  wished 
to  inspire  terror  throughout  the  land,  and  U> 
frighten  the  whole  tril>e  into  submission.  They 
cut  off  the  bonds  of  those  whom  they  look  poving 
at  large,  and  sent  thcun,  as  they  said,  tc  delrrer 
them  as  letters  to  their  friends,  demanding  tlieir 
surrender.  Nnmberless  were  those,  says  Iab 
Casus,  whose  hands  wore  amputated  in  tliis  man- 
oer,  and  mauy  of  them  sank  dowu  and  died  by 
the  way,  through  anguish  and  loss  of  blood. 

The  conquerors  delighted  iu  exerdsing  sbwige 
and  ingenious  cruelties.  Tliey  mingled  horriblo 
levity  with  iheir  blood-thirstiness.  They  erected 
gibbets  long  and  low,  so  that  the  feet  of  th»  suf- 
ferers might  reach  the  ground,  and  their  dcnUi  be 
lingtning.  They  hanged  tliirteen  together,  in 
reverence,  says  the  indignant  Las  Castts,  of  oar 
blessed  Saviour  and  the  twelve  apostles.  Wliile 
their  victims  were  snspeoded,  and  still  living,  they 
backed  them  with  tlieir  swords,  to  prove  the 
strength  of  their  ann  and  the  edge  of  their  nenpons. 
They  wrapped  them  in  dry  straw,  and  setting  fire 
to  it,  terminated  their  existence  by  the  fiercest 
agony. 
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These  are  horrihlo  douiK  wt  a  wil  is  «)r*xvm 
orer  others  still  more  dotest^ihlo.  TboN  ;u>^  ivIhu^ 
cireamstantiallv  bv  Las  Oasas,  wlh>  \xj»n  au  rN-<^ 
witness.  He  was  young  at  the  tinu\  hut  i>h>\\>U 
them  in  his  advanced  yt^rs,  '*  All  thoso  tl«n^^»" 
said  the  venerable  Bisho[>,  "  ami  otluMx  i>^v\^ltiu|j 
to  human  nature,  did  my  own  ovos  In^hoM  \  and 
now  I  almost  fear  to  rt*|H\U  them,  stunH^  U'lit^vinK 
myself,  or  whether  1  luive  not  ilnwnt  thouu" 

These  details  would  have  Ihumi  withln»ld  t^'on* 
the  present  work  as  disgraceful  to  hmnan  iiuhiits 
and  from  an  unwillingness  to  advanco  iinylbiuK 
which  might  convey  a  stigma  upon  a  bravn  tiud 
generous  nation.  But  it  wotild  be  a  dnpiirluNi 
from  historical  veracity,  having  thn  do(nnn(«ntM 
before  my  eyes,  to  pass  Hilenily  ovur  tranwu'lloiiw 
80  atrocious,  and  vouched  for  by  witnoMMim  U^ynnd 
all  suspicion  of  fiilsehorKl.  Surb  tn'rurrrui'tm 
show  the  extremity  U)  wbirb  biinian  I'.rui'hy  may 
extend,  when  stimulat^^l  by  avidity  tri*  ^abi  i  Uy  m 
thirst  of  vengeaur^e  ;  or  evf^i  by  n  imr^t^riM  Mini 
in  the  holy  caujie  of  religiofi.  Evf^ry  uniUm  Utm 
in  torn  fdmkbed  \frtj(dH  (if  tliM  tiin%;nuHtt\  itmSt, 
As  in  the  pre<K^t  innXMu:it^  i\0ty  »r«?  *'^mtut*m\f 
the  crimes  r/f  mtlMdusdh  r^t*^  ihstu  */[  sSm 
nation.  Yet  it  \0^tn^«^  g^^fViirt$tt0iftU  \/t  h^rft 
a  Ti^Hant  ej*T  npr^i  tbf^^,  t//  wit^ftft  rh  y  fU'U*-' 
pae  ^ffmt^  in  r^iWff^.  mA  M^fU-:^  ^tAtm^*,     H 

ft  aa.'inrjrt^  n^>Ki  r*ty^i\^  ravnf,  !»>j^.7  ,¥^7  w^r  y^, 
X  •▼■.nut    '<*>:   xw^i^ihif   V,.   v^^;l^^\fA   ^iMr 
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tribe  of  Iliguey,  as  long  as  tlie  capiijni;  Cowha- 
naina  was  at  largo.  That  chieflniii  liiid  ivtired  to 
the  little  island  of  Saona,  about  two  Ipagaes  from 
tbe  coast  of  Higuey,  in  the  wntre  of  whieh, 
amidst  a  labyriuth  of  rocks  and  forests,  he  had 
taken  shelter  with  his  wife  and  children  in  n  vast 
cavern. 

A  caravel,  recently  arrived  from  the  city  of 
San  Domingo  with  supplies  for  the  camp,  was 
employed  by  Esquibc-l  to  entrap  the  cacique.  He 
knew  that  the  latter  kept  a  vigilant  lookout, 
stationing  scouts  upon  Ihe  lofty  rocks  of  Ids  isl- 
and to  watch  the  movements  of  the  caraveL 
Esquibel  departed  by  nigbt,  tlierefore,  in  the  ves- 
sel, wilh  fifty  followers,  and  keeping  under  the 
deep  shadows  rawt  by  llie  land,  arrived  at  Saona 
nnijercelved,  at  the  ilawn  of  morning.  Here  he 
anchored  dose  in  with  the  shore,  hid  by  its  cliffs 
and  forests,  and  landed  forty  men,  before  the 
spies  of  Cotabanama  had  t^en  their  station. 
Two  of  these  were  surprised  and  brought  to  Es- 
quibel, who,  having  learnt  from  them  that  the 
cacique  was  at  liand,  poniardej  one  of  the  spies, 
and  bound  the  other,  making  him  serve  as  gtude. 

A  number  of  Simniards  ran  in  advance,  each 
anxious  to  signalize  himself  by  the  capture  of  the 
cacique.  They  came  to  two  roads,  and  the  whole 
party  pursued  that  to  the  right,  eiceptuig  one 
Juan  Lojiez,  a  powerful  man,  skillfiil  in  Indian 
w.'wfare.  He  proceeded  in  a  foot-path  to  the  leit, 
winding  among  little  hills,  so  thickly  wooded,  that 
it  was  impossible  to  see  any  one  at  tbe  distance 
of  half  a  bow-shoU     Suddenly,  in  a  narrow  pass, 
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overshadowed  hj  rucks  oud  ti«es,  he  envouutered 
twelve  Iiidiuu  warriors,  unaeil  with  bdWB  M)d 
arrows,  and  foUuwiug  oiich  other  m  MU^lc  Klo, 
accordmg  to  tlieir  I'ustom.  Tho  Indians  vrcro 
confounded  at  the  sight  of  Lo|)e(,  imagiuttijj  tluU 
there  must  be  a  I'lirty  of  sulditrrs  Ixjiind  liiiu. 
TTiey  might  readily  have  tmuslisitd  lurn  witli 
ihfflr  arrows,  but  they  bad  loai  all  [irvgenco  uf 
mind.  He  demanded  their  chicifUkin.  Th^y  ru* 
^ied  Chat  he  was  behind,  and,  opening  to  lot  btiu 
pass,  Lopez  bebeld  the  cacique  in  tlie  niiir.  At 
n^t  of  the  Spaniard,  Cotabanomu  bent  hlu  gigau- 
tic  bow,  and  waa  on  the  point  of  Ifluudiitig  one 
of  his  three-pronged  arrows,  hut  Lopes  ruMhiid 
upon  bun  and  wounded  him  witli  bis  swonl.  Tlie 
other  Indians,  struck  with  panic,  hnii  alrciwly  lliid. 
Cotabosama,  dismayed  at  tlie  kccnncsH  uf  thu 
sword,  crietl  out  that  he  was  •Tuuii  dit  EHijiiiliiO, 
claiming  respect  as  having  exdmng<^d  imim'K  witli 
the  Spanish  commander.  Lope;e  smcil  liiiii  wirli 
one  hand  by  the  hair,  and  with  ttic  olliur  iiliiii:il 
a  thrust  at  his  body ;  hut  the  cuciquu  utrui^k 
down  the  §word  with  his  hand,  auil,  grafi[illii^ 
with  big  antagonist,  threw  him  with  hiH  buck  u]foii 
the  rock&.  As  they  were  both  ni'iii  of  grrjit 
power,  the  straggle  was  long  and  violcuL  Tlio 
sword  was  beneath  them,  but  Cotalntuiinui,  Mik- 
ing (he  Spaniard  by  tlie  tliruut  witli  hi*  mif^ty 
hand,  attempted  to  strangle  him.  Tlio  rnund  of 
the  contest  1>rought  the  other  t^iNUiiar'U  U>  tlie 
spot  They  found  their  coDijHUiiou  writlitujf  aiid 
gatinng  and  almost  de»d,  in  iJhi  gHpo  t>f  tb«  gi- 
gaadc  Indian.     They  whized   the  auique.  Iwond 
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him.  anil  currieri  him  captive  to  a  deserted  Indian 
village  in  the  viduity.  They  found  the  way  to 
hig  secret  cave,  but  his  wife  and  children  having 
received  notice  of  his  cajiture  l>y  the  fugitive  In- 
dians, had  token  refuge  in  another  part  of  the 
island.  In  the  cavern  was  found  the  cliaui  vrilh 
wliich  a  number  of  Indian  cap^ves  had  been 
bound,  who  hail  risen  upon  and  slain  three  Span- 
iards who  had  them  in  charge,  and  had  made  their 
escape  to  this  island,  lliere  were  also  tlie  Gwords 
of  the  same  Spaniards,  which  they  had  broa|^t 
off  OB  trophies  to  their  cadqne.  The  chain  was 
now  employed  to  manade  Cotabanaina. 

The  Spaniards  prepared  to  eseciite  the  chief- 
tain on  the  spot,  in  the  centre  of  the  deserted 
vUlage.  For  this  jinrpose  a  pyre  was  built  of 
logs  of  wood  laid  crossways,  in  form  of  a  gridiron, 
on  wtiich  he  was  to  be  slowly  broiled  to  death. 
On  further  consultation,  however,  tliey  were  in- 
duced to  forego  the  pleasure  of  this  horrible  sae- 
rifice.  Perhaps  they  thought  the  cadque  too  im- 
portant a  personage  to  be  executed  thua  obscurely. 
Granting  him,  therefore,  a  transient  reprieve,  they 
couveyed  him  to  the  caravel,  and  sent  him  bound 
with  heavy  ehains,  to  San  Domingo.  Ovando 
saw  him  in  his  power,  and  incapable  of  dwng 
further  harm  ;  but  he  had  not  the  magnanimi^  to 
forgive  a  fallen  enemy,  whose  only  crime  was  the 
defense  of  his  native  soil  and  lawful  territory. 
He  ordered  him  to  be  publicly  hanged  like  n 
::ulprit.'  In  this  ignominious  maimer 
)  the  cRciquc    Colabanama  executed,  llie  last 
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of  the  five  sovereign  \mw.-(.  of  lliiyli.  IIIn 
dealh  wnfi  followed  b}-  \\\e  cimi|ilt'lo  snUjny:iiii>iii  of 
his  jwople.  aiid  Doitlcil  lh<!  ln.ii  iitrii{;i,']('  iif  iln'  iiii> 
tivea  agiunst  their  npiireHsorK.  Tin'  iHlittnl  wiw 
almost  mipeopW  of  its  ori|riniil  iuliiiliitiitiU,  iukI 
meek  and  monmful  Kubmiiwion  ancl  niuii^  i|iw|iiiir 
settled  upoD  t}ie  scanty  remnant  (hut  Hurvivcl. 

Such  was  the  rnthlesM  nynU-m  wliirh  hiut  Ikhw 
pursued,  during  the  aSmpjim  of  lli<'  ailtdiral,  hy 
the  commander  Ovando ;  thiH  mun  iil'  InmihIii] 
prudence  and  moderation,  who  waH  wtrit  to  ii'fonu 
the  abuses  of  the  iclatid,  and  uIkivi-  all,  t^)  nilrciw 
the  wrongs  of  the  natives.  I'hf!  nynXA-m  of  (^thiin- 
bus  may  have  borne  tiard  ui>oii  tii>-  IndiauH,  Ixtni 
and  brought  up  in  unliutked  frfM^loin,  but  it  wim 
never  cruel  nor  Kanffuinarr.  Hi;  inllicbvl  no  wmi- 
taa  maBMures  nor  vindictive  ]iuiitiJiui<-nlH ;  lii>>  'li^ 
rare  was  to  cherifh  and  ci^-jliii-  th':  Indians  and  b» 
render  tbem  UMeful  Kubjiy.lii ;  u<ft  Ui  'i\i\}Ti:*\  .ini| 
persecute,  and  destroj-  tlieni.  WIk-h  In;  Ih-Ih'UI 
the  desolatkni  that  had  ■•ifi'jft  tlt<'i(i  i'riiUt  tier  land 
during  his  Fuv-peu'-imi  ffiut  a'ltJioriiv,  \ii:  'ii<M 
not  restrain  the  Mr'Aig  eijii^-w-Wi  of  hi*  t»-linje*- 
In  a  letter  wriiKti  to  ih^  khr^  ■■ilvr  \i'u  ft'ini  bi 
Spun,  be  tbnt  ^xpr*;'^vr»  hi.'ijv-lf  o>i  tl**:  fi!ry/-t : 
^Tlie  Iit^an''  of  \li>'[iia:Wiit  wirf*-  awJ  »j«  i\if. 
ridtes  'A  ibe  i^-iaiid  :  i-zr  ;:  i*  im-i  »iii/  '^ix'.niM 
aiid  Hikk*:  lie  ty!*«  aiy:  'it:  yt-i-.Wit/t^i  trti  ■>!* 
Cfanndaii-  :   »■>■,  d^^  r;^  ^^„r.  Irt^i.  *.'>   «.  J.^^   »(-< 

aiid  ?<ta«*.      J  »;i  '^uiiriu^  'Jjstl~  '..v>-   I  >rf-.  •/,»» 

dead :  ^  d:n«^  Z^J's^ji^oj!.  Wt   Aii..»Mt.:^-}  : 
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Bome  bj  the  sword,  others  bj  blows  and  cmel 
usage,  others  through  hunger.  The  greater  part 
have  perishcKl  in  the  mountains  and  glens,  whither 
they  luul  fle<l,  from  not  being  able  to  support  the 
labor  imposed  upon  them.**  For  his  own  part, 
he  acl(le<l,  although  he  had  sent  many  Indians  to 
Spain  to  be  sold,  it  was  always  with  a  view  to 
their  being  instructed  in  the  Christian  faith,  and 
in  civilized  arts  and  usages,  and  afterwards  sent 
back  to  their  island  to  assist  in  civilizing  their 
countrymen.^ 

The  brief  view  that  has  been  given  of  the 
policy  of  Ovando  on  certain  points  on  which 
Columbus  was  censured,  may  enable  the  reader 
to  judge  more  correctly  of  the  conduct  of  the 
latter.  It  is  not  to  be  measured  by  the  standard 
of  right  and  wrong  established  in  the  present 
more  enlightened  age.  We  must  consider  him 
in  connection  with  the  era  in  which  he  lived. 
By  (comparing  his  measures  with  those  men  of 
his  own  times  praised  for  their  virtues  and  abili- 
ties, placed  in  precisely  his  own  situation,  and 
placed  there  expressly  to  correct  liis  fault^i,  we 
shall  be  the  l^etter  able  to  judge  how  virtuously 
and  wisely,  under  the  peculiar  circumstances  of 
the  case  he  may  be  considered  to  have  governed. 

^  Las  Casas,  Hist.  Ind.,  lib.  ii.  cap.  36. 


BOOK  XVIII. 
CHAPTER  I. 


J  HE  arrival  at  Jamaiot  of  the  two  vcssek 
under  tLc  eomraand  of  Salcedo,  had 
caused  a  jo3rful  reverse  in  the  situation 
of  Columbus.  He  hastened  to  leave  the  wreck 
in  which  he  hod  bceu  so  lung  immured,  :ind 
hoisting  his  flag  on  iwanl  of  one  of  tlie  ships, 
felt  as  if  the  career  of  enterprise  and  glory  were 
once  more  open  to  him.  The  late  partisans  of 
Porraa,  when  they  heard  of  the  arrival  of  tho 
ships,  came  wistful  and  abject  to  the  harixir, 
doubting  how  far  they  might  trust  to  the  mag- 
nanimity of  a  mau  whom  they  had  so  greatly 
injured,  and  who  had  now  an  0|)portiinity  of 
vengeance.  The  generous  mind,  however,  never 
harbors  revenge  in  the  hour  of  returning  pros- 
perity ;  but  feels  noble  satisfaction  in  sharing  ii.^ 
happiness  even  with  its  enemies.  Columbus  for- 
got in  bis  present  felicity  all  that  he  liad  sufl'ereil 
from  these  men  ;  he  ceased  to  consider  them 
r  that  they  had  lost  ihe  power  to 
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injure :  and  lie  not  only  fulfilled  all  that  be  had 
promised  them  by  taking  tliem  od  board  tlie 
ships,  but  relieved  their  neceesiUes  from  his  own 
purge,  niitil  their  return  to  Spftiii ;  Htid  afterwards 
took  uuwearied  pains  to  recommend  them  lo  the 
bounty  of  thi?  aovereigns.  Francisco  Porras 
alone  cyiutinued  a  prisoner,  to  be  tried  h^  the 
tribunals  of  hia  country. 

Oviedo  assures  us  that  the  Indians  wept  when 
they  beheld  the  departure  of  the  Spaniards  — 
sdll  considering  them  as  beings  from  the  skies. 
From  llie  admira],  it  is  tnie,  they  had  experi- 
enced nothing  hut  just  and  gentle  treatment,  sod 
continual  benefits ;  and  the  idea  of  hig  immediate 
influence  with  tlie  Deity,  maniiested  on  the  mein- 
oralile  occasion  of  the  eclipse,  may  have  made  Ihem 
consider  him  as  more  than  human,  nnd  his  pres- 
ence as  propitious  to  their  island ;  but  it  is  not 
easy  u>  believe  tliat  a  lawless  gang,  like  ihat  of 
Pon-as,  could  have  beeti  ranging  for  months 
among  their  villages,  without  giving  cause  for 
the  greatest  joy  at  their  departure. 

On  die  28th  of  June  the  vessels  set  sail  for 
San  Domingo.  The  adverse  winds  and  cnrrenis 
which  hacl  opposed  Columhus  throughout  this  ill- 
sWrred  expedition,  still  continued  to  harass  him- 
Ailer  a  weary  struggle  of  several  weeks,  he 
reacheil,  on  ihe  3d  of  August,  the  little  island 
of  Beata.  on  tlie  coast  of  HispEiiiiola.  Between 
this  place  and  Siin  Domingo  the  currents  are  bo 
violent,  that  vessels  are  oflen  detiuned  mouths, 
waiting  for  sufSdetit  wind  to  enable  tliem  lo 
stem    the  stream.     Ileiiee  Columbus  dispatched 
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a  letter  b;  land  to  Ovaodo,  to  inform  him  of  his 
^proach,  and  to  remove  certain  absurd  suspi- 
cions of  his  views,  whidi  he  bad  learnt  from  Sal- 
cedo  were  still  eutertaincd  by  the  governor;  who 
feared  bis  arrival  in  llie  island  might  produce 
&ctio03  and  disturbances.  In  this  letler  he  ex- 
presses, with  bis  usiinl  warmth  and  simplicity, 
the  joy  he  felt  at  his  deliverance,  wliich  was  so 
great,  he  says,  tliat.  since  the  arrival  of  Diego 
de  Salcedo  witli  succor  he  had  scitrcely  l>eeii  able 
to  sleep.  The  letter  hud  barely  time  to  precede 
the  writer,  for  a.  favorable  wind  springing  up, 
the  vessels  again  made  sail,  and,  on  ttio  ISth 
of  August,  anchored  in  the  harbor  of  Sao  Do- 
mingo. 

If  it  is  the  lot  of  prosperity  to  awaken  envy 
and  excite  detraction,  it  is  certainly  the  lot  of 
misfortone  to  atone  for  a  moltitude  of  faults. 
San  Domingo  had  been  the  very  hot-bed  of  se- 
dition against  Columbus  in  the  day  of  hb  power ; 
lie  had  been  hurried  from  it  in  ignominious 
chains,  amidst  the  shouts  and  taunts  of  the  tri- 
umphant rabble  ;  he  had  been  excluded  fi-om  its 
harbor  when,  as  commander  of  a  squadron,  he 
craved  sbeltei'  from  an  impending  temj)est ;  but 
now  that  he  arrived  in  its  waters,  a  broken  down 
and  shipwrecked  man,  all  past  hostility  was  over- 
powered by  the  popular  sense  of  his  lata  disas- 
ters. There  was  a  momentary  burst  of  anthusi- 
aom  in  bis  favor ;  what  had  been  denied  to  Ids 
merits  was  gained  by  his  misfortunes  ;  and  even 
the  envious,  appeased  by  hia  present  reverses, 
seemed  to  forgive  him  for  having  once  been  so 
trinmphant. 
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J  from  the  time  uf  departure  until  their  reLurii  to 
\  Spun.     To  prove  this,  he  prodneed  his  letter  of 
t  instraclions.       The    governor    lieard    him    with 
[  peat  oourteBy  and  a  smiling  countenance ;  but 
,    observed,  that  the  letter  of  instructions  gave  him 
no   authority  within  the  bounds  of  hia  govern- 
ment.'    He   relinquiBhed  tlie  idea,  however,  of 
uiveatigatiDg  the  conduct  of  the  followers  of  Co- 
lumbus, and  sent  Porras  to  Spain,  to  be  examined 
bj  the  board  which  had  charge  of  the  afikirs  of 
the  ladies. 

-  The  sojourn  of  Columbus  at  San  Domingo 
was  bat  little  calculated  to  yield  him  Eatjg&ction. 
He  na«  grieved  at  the  desolation  of  the  island 
hj  the  oppressive  treatmcni,  of  the  natives,  and 
tbe  horrible  maasoere  which  had  been  perpetrated 
byOvando  and  his  agents.  He  bad  fondly  hoped, 
at  one  time,  to  render  ihe  natives  civilized,  in- 
dustrious, and  tributary  subjects  to  the  crown, 
■nd  to  derive  from  their  well-regulated  labor  a 
great  and  steady  revenue.  How  different  had 
been  the  event !  The  five  great  tribes  whieh 
peopled  the  mountains  and  the  valleys  at  the 
lime  of  the  discovery,  and  rendered,  by  their 
mingled  towns  and  villages  and  trMta  of  culti- 
valioii,  the  rich  levels  of  the  Vega  so  many 
"painted  gantens,"  had  almost  all  passed  away, 
and  the  native  princes  had  perished,  chiefly  by  vio- 
lent or  ignominious  deaths.  Columbus  regarded 
the  affairs  of  the  island  with  a  different  eye  from 
Ovimdo.     Ue  had  a  paternal  feeling  for  its  proa- 

1  Leilcr  of  Columbus  lo  his  son  Diego,  Safille,  Nor.  II, 
UUJ,    Nsvarrete,  CoIbg.,  lom.  L 
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1  Ilk 

""'™y— •"*  He 
f«)<Mal  fetter*  to  ibe  aorere^i.  that  oU  lie 
poltiK  affair*  (Tfre  lU-oxHiQctal ;  diat  the  w« 
rvillfTi'^  I.1J  angnanlol  bi  large  qmiititirt  m 
boiiw-1  slightly  iHiilc  and  HcaeheA,  inriting  dqii«- 
linlion :  tlut  Ovamlo  waa  unfupolar,  the  peofile 
were  iliMoIuie.  aud  the  property  of  tbe  cmwn 
and  tbe  Becnriiy  of  the  wland  in  oontinnal  ri>k 
from  mntin;  anil  aolition.'  Wliile  be  mw  aO 
tfaift,  be  bod  no  power  to  interfere,  aod  an;  01100- 
vutiim  or  remmutrance  on  his  part  was  31  re- 
ceivetl  \iy  the  governor. 

He  foun'l  bk  owu  immediate  coacenis  in  great 
confottion.  His  renu  aad  dues  were  eitlter  niv- 
mlleded,  or  he  could  uot  obtnin  a  dear  arcotutt 
aiid  a  flill  liqaidatioR  of  them.  Wbaterier  he 
(vnild  ciillf^  was  appnipriated  to  the  fitting  out 
0/  tlie  »e8»elH  which  were  to  convey  himself  and 
hiH  i.-rewH  to  Spain.  He  acc»»c8  Ovando,  in  his 
RiiWijueot  Ictten,  of  having  neglected,  if  not 
tai-riflwd,  hilt  inlfiresU  during  his  lotig  absence, 
niirl  of  having  impeded  those  who  were  ap- 
poiiited  to  Kttund  to  his  rani'ernB.  That  he  liad 
some  grounds  fur  these  complaints  would  appear 
from  two  letters  still  extant,^  written  liy  Qneeu 
Joahc-lln  to  Ovando,  on  the  27lh  of  November, 
lfi{i.1,  ill  whidi  iA\a  informs  him  of  the  complaint 
of  Alonzo  Saniihez  de  Curvajal.  that  he  waa 
ii[i[K'ded  in  collecting  the  renta  of  the  admirid  ; 


l.rtler  of  tJolumbus  to  hia  •on  Dwga,  clatt 
MH.     N«v«mlc,  lum.  i.  p.  <t41. 
Nivunle,  Colec..  trnn.  ii.  d««d.  Itl,  U'J 
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And  expressly  commands  Ovando  to  observe  the 

capitulaiionH  granU^  to  Columbua  ;  lo  rcspec:t 
his  agents,  and  to  t&cilttatu,  iutttead  of  ohatrucling 
his  concema.  These  letters,  while  they  imply 
ODgeneroua  conduct  on  the  part  of  the  governor 
towanls  his  illuatrious  predecessor,  eviuce  likewise 
the  personal  interest  taken  by  Isabella  in  the 
a&irs  of  Columbus  during  his  absence.  She 
hod,  in  fact,  signified  her  displeasure  at  his  beiug 
excluded  from  the  port  of  San  Domingo,  when 
he  applied  there  for  succor  for  his  sqtiailron,  and 
for  shelter  from  a  storm ;  and  had  censured 
Ovando  fbr  not  taking  his  advice  and  detaining 
tite  fleet  of  Bobadilla,  by  which  it  would  have 
escaped  its  disastrous  fate.'  And  here  it  may  bo 
oliserved,  that  the  sanguinary  acts  of  Ovando 
towards  the  natives,  in  particular  the  massacre  at 
Xaragua,  and  the  execution  of  the  unfortunate 
Anacaona,  awakened  equal  horror  and  indigna- 
tion in  Isabella ;  she  was  languishing  on  her 
death-l>e<i  when  she  received  tlio  intelligence,  and 
with  her  dying  breath  she  exacted  a  promise 
from  Kiug  Fenlinand  that  Ovando  should  imme- 
diately be  recalled  &om  his  government.  The 
promise  was  tardily  and  reluctantly  fultilled,  afler 
&n  interval  of  about  foui'  years,  and  nut  until 
induced  by  other  circumstances  ;  for  Ovando  con- 
trived lo  propilnate  the  monarch,  by  forcing  a 
revenue  from  the  island. 

The  continual  misunderstandings  between  the 
ftdmiral  and  the  governor,  though  always  quali- 
fied oil  tlie  part  of  the  latter  with  great  complai- 
>  Uemn  Uiil.  Ind.,  decad.  i.  lib.  t.  ctp,  13. 
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ocean.  Fortune  continued  to  persecute  Colum- 
bus to  the  end  of  this,  his  last  and  most  disas- 
trous expedition.  For  several  weeks  he  was 
tempest^tossed  —  suffering  at  the  same  time  the 
most  excruciating  pains  from  his  malady  —  until, 
on  the  seventh  day  of  November,  his  crazy  and 
shattered  bark  •  anchored  in  the  harbor  of  San 
Lucar.  Hence  he  had  himself  conveyed  to  Se- 
ville, where  he  hoped  to  enjoy  repose  of  mind  and 
body,  and  to  recruit  liis  health  after  such  a  long 
series  of  fatigues,  anxieties,  and  hardships.^ 

1  EUst  del  Almirante,  cap.  108.    Laa  Casa9,  Uist  Ind.,  lib. 
ii.  cap.  36. 
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Ovando.  "I  have  much  vexation  from  the  gov- 
ernor,** says  he,  in  a  letter  to  his  son  Diego.  ^ 
"All  tell  me  that  I  have  there  eleven  or  twelve 
thousand  castellanos ;  and  I  have  not  received  a 
quarto.  ...  I  know  well,  that,  since  my  de- 
parture, he  must  have  received  upwards  of  live 
thousand  castellanos.**  lie  entreated  that  a  let- 
ter might  be  written  by  the  king  commanding  the 
payment  of  these  arrears  without  delay  ;  for  liis 
agents  would  not  venture  even  to  speak  to 
Ovando  on  the  subject,  unless  empowered  by  a 
letter  from  the  sovereign. 

Columbus  was  not  of  a  mercenary  spirit;  but 
his  rank  and  situation  required  large  expenditure. 
The  world  thought  him  in  the  possession  of 
sources  of  inexhaustible  wealth ;  but,  as  yet, 
those  sources  had  furnished  him  but  precarious 
and  scanty  streams.  His  last  voyage  liad  ex- 
hausted his  finances,  and  involved  liim  hi  per- 
plexities. All  that  he  had  been  able  to  collect 
of  the  money  due  to  liim  in  Ilispaniola,  to  the 
amount  of  twelve  hundred  castellanos,  had  been 
expended  in  bringing  home  many  of  his  late 
crew,  who  were  in  distress ;  and  for  tlie  greater 
part  of  the  sum  the  crown  remained  his  debtor. 
AVhile  struggling  to  obtain  liis  mere  pecuniary 
dues,  he  was  absolutely  suffering  a  degree  of 
penury.  He  repeatedly  urges  the  necessity  of 
economy  to  his  son  Diego,  until  he  can  obtain  a 
restitution  of  his  property,  and  the  payment  of 
his  arrears,  "I  receive  nothing  of  the  revenue 
due  to  me,**  says  he,  in  one  letter;  "I  live  by 

1  Let.  Seville,  Dec.  13, 1504.    Navarete,  v.  i.  p.  343. 
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in  the  properly  of  the  Uland,  u>  restore 
ita  aflUirs  to  onler,  nud  dnkw  from  it  tlie  inimeuse 
revenoeB  wbicli  it  Wiis  capable  of  yielding ;  and 
Columbus  pliunly  intimated  that  he  was  the 
proper  person. 

In  £u;t,  as  to  himself,  it  was  not  so  much  pe- 
caiii:u7  indemuiScation  tliat  ho  sought,  as  the 
restoration  of  his  offices  and  dignities.  He  re- 
garded them  Its  the  traphies  of  his  illustrious 
achievemeDbs  i  )ie  bod  received  the  royal  promise 
that  he  ekould  be  reinstated  in  them ;  and  he 
felt  that  3»  long  as  they  were  withheld,  a  tacit 
oensure  rested  upon  his  name.  Had  he  not 
been  proudly  impatient  on  the  subject  he  would 
have  belied  the  loftiest  part  of  his  character ;  for 
be  who  can  he  indijferent  to  the  wreath  of  tri- 
umph, is  defident  in  the  noble  ambition  which 
indtes  to  glorious  deeds. 

The  unsatisfactory  replies  received  to  his  let- 
ters disquieted  bis  mind.  Me  knew  that  he  had 
active  enemies  at  court  ready  to  turn  all  things 
to  his  (^advantage,  and  felt  the  importance  of 
bung  there  in  person  to  defeat  thtiir  machina- 
tions :  but  his  infirraities  detained  him  at  Seville. 
He  made  an  attempt  to  set  forth  on  the  journey, 
but  the  severity  of  the  winter  and  the  vimleace 
of  his  malady  obliged  him  to  rellnqnisb  it  in 
despair.  All  that  be  could  do  was  to  reiterate 
bis  letters  to  the  sovereigus,  and  to  entreat  the 
intervention  of  bis  few  but  fiiithful  iriends.  Ue 
feared  the  disastrous  occurrences  of  tlie  last  voy- 
age might  be  represented  to  his  prejudice.  The 
great  object  of  the  expedition,  the  discovery  of  a 
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copy  of  the  petition  which  the  rebels  had  .>jent 
to  him  when  in  Juniaii'ii.  in  wtiii'h  they  acknowl- 
edged their  ciilpubihtf,  and  implored   his  forgivi?- 

« ;  aod  he  entreated  the  treasurer  not  to  be 
iwayed  by  tlie  repreaeututioDs  of  hia  relatives, 
nor  to  pronounce  an  opinion  unfavorable  to  him, 
uutil  he  had  an  opportuuity  of  Iwing  huurd. 

The  fitithful  and  indefatigable  Diego  Mendez 
was  M  tltis  time  at  the  court,  as  well  as  Alonzo 
Sanchez  de  Ciirvajal,  and  an  iictive  friend  of  Go- 
Inmbita  named  Geronimo.  They  could  bear  the 
moat  important  testimony  as  to  his  conduct,  and 
he  wrote  to  his  son  Diego  to  call  upon  them  fbr 
their  good  ofDces.  "  I  trast,"  said  he,  ^  that  the 
truth  and  diligence  of  Diego  Mendez  will  be  flf 
'  t»  much  avail  as  the  lies  of  Porras."  Notliing  can 
surpass  the  affecting  eamestnesH  and  simpUcity 
of  the  general  declaration  of  loyalty,  contained 
in  one  of  his  letters.  "  1  have  served  their 
raujesties,"  says  he.  "  with  as  much  zeal  and  dili- 

ice  as  if  it  had  been  to  gain  Paradise ;  and 
if  I  have  failed  in  auything,  it  has  been  because 
my  knowledge  and  powers  went  uo  further." 

While  reading  these  touching  appeals,  we  can 

-  warcely  realize  the  feet,  that  the  dejected  individ- 
ual thus  wearily  and  vainly  applying  for  unques- 
tionable rights,  and  pleading  inmost  like  a  culprit. 
in  cases  wherein  he  had  been  flagrantly  injaivd. 
was  llie  same  who  but  a  few  years  previously 
had  been  received  at  this  very  court  with  almost 
regal  honors,  and  idoiL^  aa  a  national  benefac- 

-  tor:  that  this,  in  a  word,  was  Columbus,  the  dis- 
coverer of  the  New  World ;    broken  in  health. 
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Ai    length    the  caravel    brining    the  offidd 
proceedings  relftlive  to  the  brothers  Pomw  or- 
lived  at  the  Algsirves,  in  Portugal,  and  Columhiu 
looked  forward  with  ho[>e  that  all  miitlers  would 
soon  be  placed  in  a  proper  light.     His  ousieCj 
to  get  to  conrt  became  every  day  more  int«ii«e. 
A  Utter  WU3  provided  to  convey  him  thither,  and 
nivs  actually  at  the  door,  but  the  inclemencT  of 
the  weather  and  his  increasing  infirmities  obligud 
him  again  to  abandon  the  Journey.     His  resource 
of  letter-writing    began  to  fail   him  ;    he  oould 
oiJy  write  at  night,  for'  in  the  daytime  the  Bevw 
ity  of  his  malady  deprived  him  of  the  use  of  his 
hands.     The  tidings  from  the  court  were  every 
fhiy  more  and  more  adverae  to  his  hopes;  i^ 
intrigues  of  his  enemies  were   prevailing ;    the 
colil-hearied  Ferdinand  treated    all    his    appli« 
lions    with    indifference ;    the   generous   Isabdla  i 
lay  dangerously  ill.     On    her  justice  and  xsag-  | 
nanimity  he  sdll  relied  for  the  full  restoniioaa 
of  his  righto,  and   the  redress  of  all  his  griev-  f 
anoes.     "  May  it  please  the  Holy  Trinity,"  oayi  I 
he,  "to  restore  our  sovereign  queen  to  health;! 
for  by  her  will  everything  be  adjusted  whkh  ill 
now    in    coniusion."     Aids  I    while   writing  that  I 
letter,  his  noble  bene&ctress  was  a  corpse  I 

The  health  of  Isabella  had  long  been  und^-l 
mined  by  the  shocks  of  repeated  domestic  cmIui 
ties.    The  death  of  her  only  son,  the  Prince  Juan  (I 
of  her  beloved  daughter  and  bosom  friend,  tbaJ 
Princess    Isabella;    and    of    her  grandson    ut^fl 
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prospective  lieir,  (lie.  Prince  Miguel,  had  been 
thrill  oniel  wounds  to  a  heart  full  of  the  tenderest 
Hentiibilily.  To  these  was  adtW  the  uon.'itant 
grief  caused  hj  the  evident  iiilirmily  of  intellect 
of  her  daughter  Juana,  and  the  domesUc  nnhap- 
pinese  of  that  jiriuce-ss  with  her  liusband,  the 
Archduke  Philip.  The  desolation  whieh  wulka 
llirougfa  palmjes  admits  not  the  femiliar  i^jnipu- 
lliies  and  sweet  coneotations  whicli  alleinBti]  the 
sorrowB  of  common  life.  Isabella  pined  in  6tat«, 
amidst  the  obsequious  homages  of  a  voait,  sur- 
roanded  by  the  trophies  of  a  glorious  itud  suc- 
cessful reign,  and  placed  at  the  summit  of  earthly 
grandetu".  A  deep  and  incurable  melancholy 
settled  upon  her,  whieli  undermined  her  constitu- 
tion, and  gave  a  &tiil  acutenesa  to  her  bodily 
maladies.  After  four  months  of  illn&is.  she  ilied 
on  the  2Gth  of  November,  ld04,  at  Meilina  del 
Campo,  in  the  fifty-fourth  year  of  her  age ;  but 
long  before  her  eyes  closed  upon  the  world,  her 
heaK  had  closed  on  all  its  pomps  and  vanities, 
"  Let  my  body,"  said  she  in  her  will,  "  be  interred 
in  the  monastery  of  San  Francisco,  which  is  in 
the  Alhambra  of  the  city  of  Granada,  in  a.  low 
Bepulchre,  without  any  monument  except  n  plain 
stone,  with  the  inscription  cut  on  it.  But  I 
desire  and  command,  that  if  (he  king,  my  lord, 
should  choose  a  sepulchre  in  any  church  or  mon- 
astery in  any  other  part  or  place  of  these  my  king- 
doms, my  body  be  transported  thitheT,  and  buried 
beside  the  body  of  his  highness ;  so  that  the 
union  we  liave  enjoyed  while  living,  aud  which, 
through    the  mercy  of  God,  we  hope  our  souls 
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Th«  jtriorifaJ  thing  n  to  -     —     - 

bihI   with   ffnaU   ilfnrntiint,  the  nool  of  the 

oar   ■ov«>rf^    lo    (tod.     Ho-   liie    was   alw»;« 

■  Tli*  ilf  Inx  eoviimaad  of  babtlla  hm  tan  ot>tr*4.  Tka 
«alJiirt  iif  Mill  H'lrk  liu  Mm  brr  inmh  in  Ih*  imral  rbapd  «f 
(Im  CalltHlnU  iif  (frandla.  In  wbjeli  Iht  nmahn  are  jnlnnd 
Willi  rlioH  of  rtrdlnaiul.  Tlxlr  cAcpv.  •culptoml  io  irhii* 
Riarlil*,  lia  Mt  bjr  f1i1»  no  k  na^lllivnl  wpoMin-  Hh 
•llarnf  tlH  ubapd  It  wloniad  "lib  lAH'RlicA  prprcHOUBK 
Out  cmHiHKI  >Dil  HimiuUr  of  (Irmiwli. 

*  Klriglo  <U  ■•  Uoliia  Catollu  pur  D.  U»ga   Vha 
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catholic  and  holy,  and  prompt  to  all  things  in  his 
holy  service ;  for  this  reason  we  may  rest  assured 
that  she  is  received  into  his  glory,  and  beyond  tlie 
care  of  Lhis  rough  aud  weary  world.  The  next 
thing  ia  to  watch  and  tabor  in  all  matters  for  the 
lur  sovereign  the  king,  and  to  endeavor 
to  alleviate  his  grief.  His  majesty  ia  the  head  of 
Chrislfndom.  Remember  the  proverb  wliich  says, 
when  the  beail  suffers,  all  the  members  suffer. 
Therefore  all  good  Christians  should  pray  for  tua 
health  and  long  life ;  and  we,  who  are  in  his  em- 
ploy, Doght  more  than  olhers  to  tlu  this  with  all 
study  and  diligence." ' 

It  b  impossible  to  read  this  mournful  letter 
without  being  moved  by  the  simply  eloquent  yet 
artleas  language,  in  which  Columbus  expresses  hia 
teudemesH  tor  the  memory  of  hia  bcuetacCress,  his 
weariness  under  the  gathering  cares  and  ills  of 
life,  and  his  persevering  and  enduring  loyalty  to- 
wards the  sovereign  who  was  so  ungratefully 
neglecting  him.  It  is  in  these  unstudied  and  con- 
fidential letters  that  we  read  the  heart  of  Coliim- 
bos. 

1  Letter  ia  hii  son  Diego,  Deo.  3,  ISU. 
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j^^lHi:  ilvaih  of  iBubella  was  a  fatal  blow  to 
m^  iIr'  IViriunes  of  Columbus.  While  she 
It^'*^^  JLvcil,  lie  haii  everytbiog  to  autidpate 
from  Liir  high  BOuse  of  juBti(«,  her  regard  for  her 
royal  word,  lier  gratituilB  for  his  services,  und  Iter 
lulimniUoiL  of  bk  character.  Witli  her  Ulneeti,  how- 
ever,  his  interest  had  lauguiahed.  and  when  she 
died,  he  was  left  to  the  justice  and  generosity  of 
Ferdinand  I 

During  the  reoiainder  of  the  wiuteir  nnd  a  part 
of  the  sjiring,  be  continaed  at  Senile,  detained  bj 
painfid  illness,  and  eudesToring  to  obtain  redress 
from  the  goTemment  by  ioeffectuiil  letters.  His 
brother  the  Adelfttitado,  who  supported  him  with 
his  accustomed  fondness  and  devotion  through  all 
his  trials,  proceeded  to  court  to  attend  to  his  in- 
terests, taking  with  him  tbe  admiral's  younger  sou 
Fernando,  then  aged  a.l>out  seventeen.  The  latter, 
the  afTectJonate  father  repeatedly  represents  to  his 
son  Diego  as  a  man  in  understanding  and  oondoot, 
though  but  a  stripling  in  years;  and  inculcates 
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ihe  strongest  trntemal  uttachmeat.  alluding  to  his 
own  Lrethren  with  one  of  those  Kimply  eloquent 
and  nfTecCixig  cxpresMODS  which  stamp  his  heart 
upon  his  ietiera.  "  To  thy  brother  conduct  thyself 
OS  the  elder  brother  should  unto  the  younger.  Thou 
huat  no  otlier,  and  I  praise  God  that  this  is  such 
i\  one  as  thou  dost  need.  Ten  brothers  would  not 
lie  Wo  many  for  tliee.  Never  have  I  found  a 
better  friend  to  right  or  left,  thou  my  brothers." 

Among  the  persona  whom  Columbus  employed 
at  this  time  in  hia  missions  to  the  court,  woa 
Amerigo  Vespucci.  He  describes  hiin  as  a  wor- 
thy but  unfortunate  man,  who  hod  not  profited 
as  mudi  as  he  deserved  fay  his  undertakings,  and 
who  had  always  been  dUposed  to  render  him  ser- 
vice. Hifl  object  in  employing  him  appears  to 
hare  been  to  prove  the  vitlue  of  hit;  last  voyage, 
and  that  he  had  been  in  the  most  opulent  parts 
of  the  New  World —  Vespucci  having  since 
touched  upon  the  same  coast,  in  a  voyage  with 
AJonzo  de  Ojeda. 

One  circumstance  occurred  at  this  time  which 
shed  a  gleam  of  hope  and  consolation  over  his 
gloomy  proaj>ects.  Diego  de  Deza,  who  had 
been  for  some  time  bishop  of  Pitlencia,  was  ex- 
pected at  court.  This  was  the  same  worthy  friar 
who  had  aided  him  to  advocate  hjs  theory  before 
the  board  of  learned  men  at  Salamanca,  and  had 
assisted  him  witli  his  purse  when  making  his  pro- 
posals to  the  Spanish  court.  He  had  just  been 
promoted  and  made  archbishop  of  Seville,  hut 
had  not  yet  been  installed  in  office.  Columl)U8 
directs  his  Boa  Diego  to  intrust  bis  interests  to 
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ihis  worthy  prelate.  "  Two  lUings."  aas^s  he, 
"  require  particular  attention.  AiceTUin  whether 
diL'  queen,  who  is  now  with  God.  \aa  txA  mnj- 
thing  coDueming  me  in  her  teslAment,  and  stilinl- 
late  the  bishop  of  Palencia,  he  who  i* 
cause  that  their  hlghneaBes  obtained  poHeation  of 
the  Indies,  who  induced  me  to  remain  in  Castile 
when  [  WHS  on  the  road  to  leave  it." '  In  u>- 
other  letter  he  says,  "If  the  bishop  of  Palencia 
has  arrived,  or  should  arrive,  tell  him  how  much 
I  have  been  graCilied  by  bu  proEperi^.  and  that 
if  I  oome,  I  shall  lodge  with  hL«  grace,  even 
tliough  he  should  not  invite  me,  for  we  most  re- 
turn la  our  ancient  fraternal  affection." 

The  incessant  applications  of  Columbus,  both 
by  letter  and  by  the  intervention  of  friends,  t^ 
pear  to  httve  been  listened  to  with  cool  indiflei^ 
once.  No  compliance  was  yielded  to  his  request, 
and  no  deference  was  pmd  to  hia  opinions  on  va- 
rious points  concerning  which  he  interested  bint- 
selt  New  instructions  were  sent  out  to  Ovando, 
but  not  a  word  of  their  purport  was  meutioued 
to  the  admiral.  It  was  proposed  to  aond  out 
three  bishops,  and  he  entreated  in  vain  to  be 
heanl  previous  to  their  election.  In  shorL  he 
was  not  in  any  way  consulted  in  the  affairs  of 
the  New  World.  He  felt  deeply  this  neglecl, 
and  became  every  day  more  impatient  of  his  tkb- 
sence  from  court.  To  enable  himself  to  perfbrtu 
the  journey  with  more  ease,  he  applied  for  pet- 
missioQ  to  use  a  roule,  a  royal  ordinance  having 
prohibited  the  employment  of  those  animals  on- 

>  Lelterut'  Occ.  SI,  1M4,  NivareW,  Iran. !.  p.  34S. 
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der  the  saddle,  in  cotmequeDce  of  their  univeninl 
use  having  oncosjouecl  n  decline  in  the  breed  oi' 
liorees.  A  royal  permisBion  was  accord]  nglv 
granted  to  Colombus,  in  consideration  tliat  his 
age  and  intirmities  incapacitated  him  &om  riding 
on  horseback;  bat  it  was  a  considerable  time  be- 
fore the  state  of  his  health  would  permit  liini  to 
ar^  himself  of  that  privilege. 

The  foregoing  particulars,  gleaaetl  irom  letters 
of  Columbus  recently  discovered,  show  the  reiil 
stale  of  hiB  affairs,  and  the  menu-d  and  bodily 
afllictioD  sustained  by  him  during  his  winter's 
residence  at  Seville,  on  hia  return  from  his  last 
disastrous  voyage.  He  has  geneniUy  been  rep- 
reseuled  'OS  reposing  there  Irom  his  toils  and 
troubles.  Never  was  honorable  repose  more 
merited,  more  desired,  and  lees  enjoyed. 

It  was  not  until  the  month  of  May  that  he 
was  able,  in  company  with  hia  brother  the  AA&- 
lantiido,  to  accomplish  hia  jonmey  to  court,  at 
that  time  held  at  Segovia.  He,  who  bat  a  few 
years  ago  before  had  entered  the  dty  of  Barce- 
lona in  triumph,  attende<l  hy  the  nobility  and 
chivalry  of  Spain,  and  hailed  with  rapture  by 
the  multitude,  now  arrived  within  the  gates  of 
Segovia,  a  wayworn,  melancholy,  and  neglected 
man :  oppressed  more  by  sorrow  than  even  by 
his  years  and  infirmides.  When  he  presented 
himself  at  court,  be  met  with  none  of  that  dis- 
tinguished attention,  that  cordial  kindness,  that 
cherislting  sympathy,  which  his  unparalleled  ser- 
viceG  and  his  recent  sufferings  had  merited.' 

1  Lu  Caau,  Hist.  Ind.,  lib.  iL  cap.  ST.  Herrera,  Hbt.  Ind.. 
dsvad.  i.  lib.  vi.up.  13. 
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The  Gelfish  Ferdiuand  had  lost  sight  of  his 
past  serriceA,  in  what  appeared  to  him  the  inoon- 
venience  of  his  preseot  demands.  He  recdved 
him  with  many  professions  of  kindness ;  but 
Trith  those  cold  inefiectaal  smiles,  which  pass  like 
wintry  sunshine  over  the  coantenancc,  and  convey 
no  warmth  to  the  heart. 

The  iidmiral  now  gave  a  guirtieular  acconnt  of 
his  Idle  voyage ;  descrihing  the  great  tract  of 
Term  Firma,  which  he  had  explored,  and  llie 
riches  of  the  province  of  Voragua.  He  related 
also  the  disasten  snst^ned  in  the  island  of  Ja- 
maica ;  the  iosurrection  of  the  Porras  and  ihnr 
iNUid,  and  all  the  other  griefs  and  troubles  of 
this  unfortanaCe  expedition.  He  had  bat  &  coldr 
heutol  auditor  in  the  king  i  and  tlie  benignant 
Isal>eUa  was  no  more  at  hand  to  sootlie  him  with 
a  smile  of  kindness,  or  a  tear  of  sympathy.  "  I 
know  not "  says  the  venerable  Las  Cesas,  '■  what 
could  cause  this  dislike  and  this  want  of  princely 
coDntenan(«  in  the  king,  towards  one  who  hod 
rendered  him  such  preeminent  benefits ;  unless  it 
was  that  his  mind  was  swayed  by  the  false  testi- 
monies which  liad  been  bronght  against  the  ad- 
miral ;  of  which  I  have  been  enabled  to  learn 
something  from  persons  much  in  favor  with  the 
sovereigns." ' 

AAer  u  few  ditya  elapsed,  Columbus  urged  his 
sait  in  form ;  reminding  the  king  of  all  thai  he 
hail  done,  and  all  that  had  been  promised  him 
under  the  roya!  word  and  seaJ,  and  supplicating 
that  the  restitutions  and  iudemniticalionB  which 
1  Us  Cuu,  BiBt.  Ind..  lib.  ii  cap.  39,  US. 
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hud  been  so  frequeutly  soUcitetl,  might  be  awarded 
to  him ;  offHring  in  return  lo  serye  his  majcstj- 
devotedly  for  the  ghort  time  he  had  yet  lu  livi? ; 
aDd  tnisiiiif;,  from  what  he  felt  within  him.  aiid 
from  wluit  he  tiiought  he  knew  with  ci.Ttaiiity.  U) 
render  BerviLt*  wliieh  ahould  surpass  all  that  he 
hail  yet  )>erforme'l  a  huiidred-foId>  The  kiiig,  in 
reply,  atJuinwlclge'l  the  greatness  of  his  merits, 
and  the  importance  of  his  servtcea,  but  observed 
thai,  for  tlie  more  Batisfactory  adjustment  of  his 
claims,  it  would  be  advisable  lo  refer  all  points 
iu  dispute  to  [be  deei^on  of  some  discreet  and 
able  person.  The  admiral  tmmediaiely  proposed 
08  arlHIvr  hia  friend  the  archbishop  of  SeTille, 
Don  Diego  de  Deza,  one  of  the  most  able  and 
npright  meu  about  the  court,  decoutJy  loyal,  hi^ 
in  the  confidence  of  the  king,  and  one  who  bad 
always  taken  great  interest  in  the  afl'airs  of  the 
New  World.  TTie  kiog  consented  to  the  arbitnt- 
IJon,  bm  artfidly  extended  it  to  questions  which 
he  knew  would  never  be  put  at  issue  by  Colum- 
bus; among  the«e  was  his  claim  to  the  restora- 
tion of  his  oQice  of  viceroy.  To  this  Columbus 
objected  with  becoming  spirit,  as  com[irotiiiaing 
a  right  wliich  was  too  clearly  defined  and  sol- 
emnly established  to  be  put  for  a  moment  iu 
dispute.  It  -was  the  question  of  rents  and  reve- 
nues alone,  he  obsened,  which  he  was  willing  to 
submit  to  the  decision  of  a  learned  man,  not  that 
of  the  government  of  the  Indies.  As  the  monarch 
peruated,  however,  in  embradng  both  questions 
in  the  arbitration,  the  proposed 
never  carried  into  effect. 
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II  n^,  in  ^l,  OQ  die  subject  of  his  dignities 
alone  that  Columbus  was  tenacious;  nil  other 
matteri  he  considered  of  minor  importaiioe.  In 
a  convotBalJon  with  the  king,  he  absolutely  dis- 
avowtid  all  wieH  of  entering  into  any  suit  or 
pleading  as  to  his  pecuniary  dues ;  on  the  con- 
trary, he  offered  to  put  all  his  privileges  ami 
writings  into  the  handu  of  his  sovereign,  and  (o 
rei><ive  out  of  the  dues  arising  fi-otn  them,  what- 
ever his  majeB^r  might  thiuk  proper  to  award. 
All  that  he  claimed  witliout  qualification  or  re- 
gerre,  were  his  officltd  dignities,  assured  to  him 
under  iLe  royal  seal,  and  with  all  the  solemnity 
of  a  treaty.  He  entreated,  at  all  events,  that 
these  matters  might  speedily  be  decided,  so  that 
be  might  be  released  trom  a  state  of  miserable 
susjiense.  and  enabled  to  retire  to  some  qiuet 
conier,  in  search  of  that  tmuqulllity  and  repose 
□eceasary  to  his  fatigues  and  his  infirmities. 

To  this  frank  appeal  to  his  justice  and  gener> 
osity,  Fenlinand  replied  witli  many  courieoiu 
expressions,  and  with  those  general  evasive  prom- 
ises, wltich  beguile  the  ear  of  the  court  applinant, 
but  convey  no  comfort  to  his  heart.  "  As  Eir  as 
actions  went,"  observed  Los  Casas,  "  the  king 
not  merely  showed  him  no  signs  of  fiivor,  hut, 
on  the  contrary,  discountenanced  him  as  much  as 
possible;  yet  he  was  never  nanliug  in  compli- 
mentary expressions." 

Many  mouths  were  passed  by  Columbus  in  un- 
availing solicitation,  during  wliich  he  eontJuneil  to 
receive  ontwnrd  demunstrations  of  reajieci  from 
the  king,  und  due  attention  from  Ctiriliiiiil  Xime- 
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IKS,  ardtbUhop  of  Toleiio.  and  other  priniapal 
personages ;  but  he  hikd  lennit  to  appreciate  tuid 
distmst  the  hollow  dvUities  of  a.  court.  His 
clwniB  were  referred  to  a  tribunal,  called  "The 
coDHcil  of  tbe  discharges  of  the  eonsdetire  of  the 
deceased  qnecu,  and  of  the  king."  Tliis  is  a 
kind  of  Iribuiiul.  commonly  known  bj  tbe  uame 
of  the  Jnnta  de  Descargos,  composed  of  perwii* 
nominated  by  the  govereign,  to  superintend  the 
acoomplishmenl  of  the  lost  will  of  his  predecessor. 
and  the  disclinrge  of  hia  debts.  Two  consiilta- 
tion§  were  held  by  this  body,  but  Dolliing  wag 
determined.  The  wishes  of  the  king  were  too 
well  known  to  be  thwarted.  "  It  was  Iwlievctl," 
says  Las  CawiH,  "  tJiat  if  the  king  could  have 
done  80  with  a  safe  conscience,  and  witiioiit 
detriment  to  his  fame,  he  would  have  respected 
few  or  none  of  the  privileges  wliioli  lie  und  the 
quoen  had  conceded  to  tlie  admiral,  and  which 
had  been  so  justly  merited."  ' 

Columbus  still  flattered  himself  thnt,  his  clainw 
being  of  such  importance,  and  touching  a  tjuestioii 
of  sovereignty,  the  adjustment  of  them  might  be 
only  postponed  by  the  Icing  until  he  could  conxult 
will)  Iu'm  daughter  Juana,  wlio  had  sui^cedeil  to 
her  mother  as  cgueen  of  Castile,  and  who  wun 
daily  expected  from  Flanders,  with  her  husband. 
King  Philip.  He  endeavored,  therefore,  to  brar 
delays  with  patience ;  hut  he  bad  no  longer  the 
physical  strength  and  glorious  anlid|»itionB  which 
once  sustained  him  through  hia  long  applirationx 
at  this  court.  Life  itaelf  was  drawing  to  a  doae. 
1  Lm  CsMi,  BiM.  tod.,  Ub.  u.  cap.  ST. 
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He  ims  mxve  more  confined  to  his  be<l  hj  a 
tormenting  attack  of  the  gout,  aggravsted  by  the 
sorrows  and  disajtpointmenta  which  preyeil  upon 
his  heart.  From  this  couch  of  anguish  hi;  ad- 
dressed one  more  appeal  to  the  justice  of  the 
king.  He  no  longer  petitioned  for  himself:  it 
was  for  his  son  Die^o.  Nor  did  be  dwell  upon 
his  pecuniary  dues  ;  it  was  the  honorable  trojdiies 
of  his  service!!,  which  he  wished  to  secure  and 
perpetuate  in  liis  family.  He  entreated  that  his 
eon  Di^^  might  be  appointed,  in  hja  place,  to 
the  government  of  vrhich  he  had  been  so  wrong- 
fully deprived.  "  This,"  he  said,  '■  is  a  mailer 
which  concerns  ray  honors  as  to  all  the  rest,  do 
aa  your  majesty  may  think  proper;  give  or  with- 
hold, as  may  be  most  for  your  interest,  'and  I 
shall  b«  content.  I  believe  the  anxiety  caused 
by  the  delay  of  tills  affair  is  the  prindpal  cause 
of  my  ill  health."  A  petition  to  the  same  pur- 
pose was  presented  at  the  same  time  by  his  son 
Diego,  offering  to  Cake  with  liim  such  piersons  for 
counsellors  as  the  king  should  appoint,  and  to  be 
guided  by  tlieir  advice. 

These  petitions  were  treated  by  Ferdinand 
with  his  usual  professions  and  evasions.  "The 
more  apphcations  were  made  to  him,"  observes 
Las  Casas,  "  the  more  &Toral>ly  did  lie  reply  t 
but  still  he  delayed,  hoping,  by  exhausting  their 
patience,  to  induce  them  to  waive  their  privileges, 
and  accept  in  plaoe  thereof  titles  and  estates  in 
Castile."  Columbus  rejected  all  propositions  of 
the  kind  with  indignation,  as  calculated  ta  com- 
promise those  titles  which  were  the  trophies  of 
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liifi  achiev-emeiiU.  He  saw,  however,  thst  all 
fitrther  hope  uf  redress  from  Ferdinand  tros  vain. 
"Brova  the  bed  U>  whicJi  lie  was  conliiied,  he  ad- 
1  a  letter  to  his  constajit  friend  Diego  de 
Dcza,  eipreissive  of  his  despair.  "  It  appeara 
t  his  majesty  does  not  think  lit  to  fa\&\\  lh.it 
wliich  he,  with  the  queen,  who  is  now  in  glory, 
promised  me  by  woi-d  and  seal.  For  me  to  ciin- 
tend  for  the  contrai^,  would  be  to  contend  with 
(he  wind.  I  have  done  all  that  I  could  do.  I 
ScBve  the  rest  to  Grod,  whom  I  have  ever  found 
propitious  to  me  in  my  necessities."  ^ 
«  The  cold  and  calculutiDg  Ferdinand  beheld 
ittiis  illustrious  man  sbking  under  infirmity  of 
ibftdy,  heightened  by  that  deferred  hope  which 
fmaketli  the  heart  siuk."  A  litcle  more  delay,  a 
Ettle  more  disappointment,  and  a  little  longer  in- 
fliction of  ingratitnde,  and  this  loyal  and  generous 
ibenrt  woidd  cease  to  beat:  he  should  then  be 
ifleliveped  from  the  just  clmms  of  n  well-tried 
,  who,  in  ceasing  lo  be  nseful,  was  oon- 
d  by  Itim  to  have  liecome  importunate. 


CHAPTER    IV. 


BS^SN  tlio  midst  or  illness  nml  despondency, 
PSkH  ^'''^"  '^^''  '''^  ""'^  ''"P^  "'^^  expiring 
pf*'^^  ill  ll)e  bosom  of  Columhiis.  u  new  glcnin 
nils  aiviikfiifd,  niid  Ijlazed  up  for  h  moment  with 
ciinraeleriBlir  fervor.  He  lieard  with  joy  of  itra 
landing  of  King  Philip  and  Qtietin  Juann,  who 
had  just  arrived  from  Flanders  to  lukts  possession 
of  their  throne  of  Castile.  lu  the  doughter  of 
Isabelln  he  Irusled  once  more  lo  Gnd  a  patroness 
and  a  Iriend.  King  Ferdinand  and  nil  the  court 
repaired  to  Laredo  lo  receive  ilie  youthful  sover- 
eigns. Columbus  would  gladly  have  done  thi; 
same,  but  lie  was  confined  to  his  bed  by  a  severe 
return  of  his  malady ;  neither  in  his  painful  and 
helpless  situation  could  he  dispense  with  the  uid 
and  ministry  of  his  son  Diego.  His  brother,  the 
AdeUntado,  therefore,  liis  main  dependence  in  all 
emergencies,  was  sent  to  represent  liim,  and  to 
present  bb  homage  and  congratuhilioDs.  Colum- 
bus wrote  by  him  to  the  new  king  and  queen, 
expressing  bis  grief  at  being  prevented  by  illness 
from  coming  in  pereoo  to  mtinifist  his  devotion, 
but    beggiii;;    lo  be  conBiilercd  nmoti''    the  most 
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faithful  of  their  flubjecls.  He  expressed  a  hope 
that  he  slioiild  receive  at  their  linnda  the  i-esliln- 
ticn  of  his  lionors  and  estates,  and  assured  litem 
thai,  though  cruelly  tortured  nt  present  by  disense, 
he  woul<l  yet  be  able  to  render  them  services,  the 
like  of  which  had  never  beeu  witiieaaed. 

Such  was  the  last  sally  of  his  suugiiine  and 
unconquerable  spirit;  which,  disregardiug  age 
and  iiifirinities,  and  all  past  sorrows  and  disnp- 
poiiitnients,  spoke  from  his  dying  bed  witli  all 
the  coufidence  of  youthful  hnpe ;  and  talked  of 
still  greater  enterprises,  us  if  he  had  ii  long  and 
vigorous  life  before  him.  The  Adelantado  look 
leave  of  his  brother,  whom  he  was  uever  to 
behold  again,  and  set  out  on  Lis  mission  lo  the 
new  eovei'eigns.  He  experienced  the  most 
gracious  reception.  The  claims  of  the  adtniml 
were  treated  with  grt-al  ailention  by  the  young 
king  and  queen,  and  flattering  hopes  were  given 
of  a  speedy  and  prosperous  termination  to  his 
suit. 

In  the  mean  time  the  carea  and  troubles  of  Co- 
lumbus were  drawing  lo  n  close.  The  momen- 
tary fire  which  had  reanimated  him  was  soon 
(jiiencbed  by  accumulating  infirmities.  Imme- 
dialely  afler  the  departure  of  the  Adelantado,  bis 
iihiesa  increased  in  violence.  His  last  voyage 
had  shattered  beyond  repair  a  frame  already 
worn  and  wasted  by  a  life  of  hardship ;  and  con- 
tinual anxieties  robbed  him  of  thai  sweet  repose 
so  necessary  to  recruit  the  weariness  and  debility 
of  age.  The  cold  inf;rn!itnde  of  his  sovereign 
chilled  his  henri.     The  continued  suspension  of 
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his  honurs,  and  the  enmity  and  defaumtion  expe- 
rienced ai  every  turn,  seemed  lo  throw  a  shnilow 
over  tliat  glory  wiiicl)  bnii  been  ihe  great  object 
of  his  ambilion.  This  i^hndow,  it  is  iruc.  coiilil 
be  but  of  tmnsienl  duration ;  but  it  is  dilBoull 
Tor  iho  most  illustrious  iiinn  to  look  beyond  ihe 
present  cloud  nhicb  may  obscure  bis  Tnine.  and 
auticipnto  ita  permaneul  lustre  in  the  axlmiralion 
of  posterity. 

BeiDg  admonished  by  failing  strength  and  in- 
creasing sufferings  lliat  his  end  nas  approaching, 
he  prepared  lo  leave  his  affaira  in  order  for  the 
benefit  of  his  anccessors. 

It  is  said  (hat  on  the  4th  of  May,  he  wrote  an 
informal  testamentary  codicil  on  tlie  blank  page 
of  a  little  breviary,  given  liira  by  Pope  Alex- 
ander VI.  In  this  be  bequeathed  that  book  ro 
the  republic  of  Genoa,  which  he  alM>  appointed 
successor  to  his  pririlegcs  and  dignities,  on  lite  ex- 
tinction of  hia  male  line.  He  directed,  likewise, 
the  erection  of  an  hospital  in  That  city  with  the 
produce  of  his  panaessions  in  Italy.  The  niithen- 
ticity  of  this  document  is  questioned,  and  has 
become  a  point  of  warm  contest  among  commen- 
tators. It  is  not,  boivever,  of  much  iiuportance. 
The  paper  is  such  as  miglit  readily  have  been 
written  by  a  person  like  Columbus  in  the  pai^ 
oxysm  of  disease,  when  lie  imagined  his  «nd 
suddenly  approaching,  and  shows  the  afi'ection 
with  which  his  thoughts  were  bent  on  his  native 
dty.  It  is  termed  among  commenlalors  a 
military  codicil,  because  testamentary  dispositions 
of  this  kind  are  executed  by  the  soldier  at  the 
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poiut  of  dealh,  without  thi;  usuhI  rnrauilitiea 
required  by  the  civil  Inw.  About  two  woeks 
Afterwards,  on  the  evG  uf  his  deiitli,  hi;  eKecultni 
a  fiDHi  tind  regukrly  nuthenticated  codicil,  in 
which  lie  bequeathed  hia  digoities  and  eBtntes 
with  better  judgmcoL 

lu  theae  lust  and  awful  moments,  when  the 
soul  has  but  a  brief  space  in  which  to  make  up 
its  account  between  heaven  and  earth,  alJ  dis- 
simulation is  at  an  end,  and  we  read  unequivocal 
evidences  of  character.  The  last  codicil  of  Co- 
lumbus, maile  at  the  very  verge  of  the  grave,  ia 
stamped  with  his  ruling  passion  and  his  benig- 
nant virtues.  He  repeats  and  enforces  seveml 
clauses  of  his  original  testament,  consliluting  hie 
sou  Diego  his  universal  heir.  The  entailed  in- 
heritance of  mayorazgo.  in  case  he  died  without 
male  issue,  was  to  go  to  hia  brother  Don  Fer- 
nando, and  from  him,  in  like  case,  to  pass  to  his 
uncle  Don  Bartholomew,  descending  always  to 
the  nearest  male  heir ;  in  failure  of  which,  it  was 
to  pass  to  the  female  nearest  in  lineage  to  the 
ad  mi  ml.  He  enjoined  upon  whoever  should 
inherit  his  estate  never  to  alienate  or  diminish  it, 
but  to  endeavor  by  all  means  to  augment  its 
prosperity  and  importance.  Ho  likewise  eiijoineil 
upon  his  heirs  to  be  prompt  and  devoted  at  all 
times,  with  person  and  estate,  to  serve  their 
sovereign  and  promote  the  Christian  faith.  He 
ordered  that  Don  Diego  should  devote  one  lenlli 
of  the    revenues   which    might    i 


late,  when   it  csme  to  be   prodiit 


.  to   the 


relief  of  indigent  relatives  and  of  other  persoui  ii 


isity;  that,  out  of  the  remainder,  he  should 
'  1  yearlj  proportioiiit  Eo  his  brother 
Don  Fernando,  niiU  hi.«  iinulos  Duti  Burtlioloinew 
and  Thni  Diego ;  and  that  ihe  part  allo[Ied  to 
Don  Periinndo  should  be  settled  upon  him  luid 
his  male  heira  in  an  entailed  and  unalienable 
inheritance.  Having  thus  provided  for  the  toHtn- 
leiiance  mid  perpetuity  of  hid  family  and  digiiitiUi, 
he  orderiid  thiit  Don  Diego,  when  his  eHt»te« 
should  bo  sufficiently  productive,  should  ere«i  a 
chapel  in  Ihe  isln,nd  of  HispHiiioln,  which  God 
bod  given  to  him  so  nmrveloualy,  at  the  town  of 
Conception,  in  the  Vega,  where  masses  should  ba 
daily  performed  for  the  repose  of  the  sonls  of 
himself,  his  father,  his  mother,  his  wife,  and  of 
all  who  died  lu  the  fmlh.  A  not  Iter  clause 
reeomraetids  to  the  care  of  Don  Diego.  Beatrix 
Enriquox,  the  mother  of  his  UHiuml  son  Fer- 
nando. His  coDnectiou  with  her  had  never  been 
sanctioned  by  matrimony,  and  either  this  ciicuni- 
Btauce,  or  some  neglect  of  her,  seems  to  have 
Hwukened  deep  compunction  in  his  dying  moments. 
He  orders  Don  Diego  to  provide  for  her  respec- 
table maintenance;  "and  let  tliia  be  done,"  he 
adds,  "  for  the  discharge  of  niy  conscience,  for  it 
weighs  heavy  on  my  sonl."' '     Finally  he  noted 

'  Diegii,  the  son  oflhs  adratnl,  natet  of  bis  ova  IsaUmenl 
this  beciurat  of  liii  (aihe.r,  •nil  xys  lh»t  hs  wm  ch«tig«4  I17 
liim  to  ftj  Bestrix  Enrfquci  10.000  mstiTidin  ajMr.  whlcti 
$ot  Home  lime  he  had  faithflill^  perlbmicdi  bat  >b  ia  belnm 
Uul  far  three  or  four  ye%n  previoni  to  bar  deitb  he  bad 
Dcglpuled  to  do  eo,  he  urdera  tlml  the  deScletic}-  thall  <n 
micertuni'd  and  paid  to  her  heEra,  Memarill  adjo^tado  tatin; 
la  pm|M  iv.lad  rk^l  i,.^,voruiu<>  .|ue  fuiidn  D.  Christ.  Colon.  } 


with  his  own  hand  $o\»rA)  muu(t<^  »um^  n>  \^ 
fHiid  to  persons  at  ditlvn'nt  ami  diMan<  plmvs 
without  their  being  ti»W  whcwo<»  thoy  i^n^ixf^l 
them.  These  appear  to  ha\*\>  Ikhjm  trivirtl  \\\A\\^ 
of  conscience,  or  rewanin  for  potty  ^orviiH** 
received  in  times  long  piiHt.  Amon|{  \\w^i>  \n 
one  of  half  a  mark  of  silvor  to  a  pi»or  »1g>v»  who 
lived  at  the  gate  of  the  *)owt*y,  in  thn  oity  of 
Lisbon.  These  minute  provipionw  I'vlnw  thp 
scrupulous  attention  to  juHliru  in  nil  IiIh  (lonlinpfi4 
and  that  love  of  punctualily  in  tlin  rultliliuptit  nf 
duties  for  which  he  wait  reniiirkod.  In  thn  phium 
spirit,  he  gave  much  mlvir^;  to  litn  mm  \)\pfnu  Aff 
to  the  conduct  of  his  affairs,  nrijolnin^  upon  hhfi 
to  take  every  month  an  twrimui  with  h)^  owti 
hand  of  the  expenses  of  hi'i  lifiUfM^hold,  Mn)  to 
sign  it  with  his  name ;  for  a  wmti  in  rt^ft,u]HrUf 
in  this,  he  observed,  Umi  h^tih  pro^rf'rty  niui 
servants,  and  tnmed  the  hiAt  luUf  (ittPiniMj  tUn 
dying  beqoest*  were  wfule  in  pTP.mitff^  (ff  H  few 
fatthfol  fbtlower?!  an/1  .<^rvar»tii,  afKl  Arn/m^  fh^m 
we  find  the  name  of  HunftfArtfw^f  F'mwv/,  wh/r 
bad  accompanied  l>ie^o  Men/t^;;  in  th*^  p^rikin^ 
voja^  in  a  canoe  frf»m  Jamaica  Uf  f  fidpani^^fa. 

Having  thna  «rnpu lonely  atter»<WI  f/>  n\\  fh^ 
ciaima  of  afFeetion,  lr*yalty,  and  jiwti^^  npon 
earth.  ColiimhnR  torm*^  hi«  rh**Hi<arhtf4  u*  hi*,avftfV ; 
and  having  received  the  holy  -«f«#*ram^nt,  »T>d 
per^rmed  ail  the  piooa  />fllieft«  ^f  a  ^ov^-Mif:  ^'hri«u 
riao.  he  expired  with  <^^eat  ff*^^HUni\,  r^n  iHa 
day  of  Aiicewnon,  the  20th  of  M'ay,  l.V>H,  hrt^njf 
u>#>iit    .-^ev'enty   yearaj  of  ?ij^e.^     f"fi'<  lH«t    -.vordM 
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ivcre,  "  Ml  mania  Itiai,  Domine,  eommeado  spiri- 
turn  mettm:"  lulo  th;  httaiU,  O  Lord,  I  com- 
meztd  my  apirit.' 

Bis  body  was  deposited  in  the  coDvent  of  St. 
Friuicisco,  aud  hia  obsequies  were  celebrated  with 
funeral  pomp  Ht  Valladolid,  in  the  paroclilal 
church  of  Saota  Maria  de  In  Antigua.  His  re- 
maiuB  were  tnmspurted  anerwiinla,  in  I.)13,  to 
llie  CartbiLiiaa  monaalery  of  Laa  Cuevos  of 
Seville,  to  the  chapel  of  Si.  Aim  or  of  Santo 
Christo,  in  wluch  chapel  were  likwise  deposited 
thoee  of  his  son  Doa  Diego,  who  died  in  the  vil- 
lage of  Moiitalbau,  on  the  23d  of  February, 
1526.  In  llie  year  1536  the  bodies  of  Colum- 
bus and  his  son  Diego  were  removed  lo  His- 
paniolu,  and  interred  in  the  priucipal  chapel  of 
the  cathedral  of  the  city  of  Stui  Domingo  i  but 
even  here  they  did  not  rest  in  quiet,  having 
since  been  again  disinterred,  and  conveyed  to 
the  Havana,  in  the  island  of  Cuba. 

We  are  tolJ  that  Ferdinand,  after  the  deaib 
of  Columbus,  showed  a  sense  of  his  merits  by 
ordering  a  monument  to  be  erected  to  his  mem- 
ory, on  which  was  iiiscribod  tlie  motto  already 
cited,  which  had  formerly  been  granted  (o  him 
by  the  sovereigns :  A  Castilla  r  a  Leon 
HKEVA  MiWDO  Dio  Colon  (To  Caitile  and  Leon 
CWiUR&ui  gaee  a  neut  world).  However  great 
an  honor  a  monumenl  may  l)e  for  a  aubjecC  to 
receive,  it  is  certainly  but  a  cheap  reward  for  a 
sovereign  to  bestow.     As  to  the  motto  inscribed 


>  Las  Cuaa,  Hist.  luJ.,  lib.  ii 


del  AlOi- 
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upon  it,  it  remaina  eiigraveJ  in  the  memory  of 
mankind,  more  iadeUbiy  tbiin  in  brass  or  mar- 
ble ;  ft  record  of  tlie  great  debt  of  gratitude  due 
to  the  discoverer,  wliich  the  monarch  had  so 
Eaithlessly  neglected  to  diacliarge. 

Attempts  have  beea  m»de  in  recent  days,  by 
loyal  Spanish  writers,  to  rindicate  the  conduct 
of  Feniinand  towards  Columbus.  They  were 
doubtless  well  iiilended,  but  they  have  been 
futile,  nor  la  their  failure  to  be  regretted.  To 
screen  Hucii  injustice  in  so  eminent  a  chitrticter 
from  the  reprobation  of  mankind,  is  to  deprive 
history  of  one  of  its  moat  important  uses.  Let 
the  ingratitude  of  Ferdinand  stand  recorded  in  its 
full  extent,  and  endure  throughout  all  time. 
The  dark  shadow  which  it  casta  upon  his  bril- 
liant renown,  wilt  be  a  lesson  to  all  rulers,  teach' 
ing  them  what  is  important  to  their  own  fame  in 
their  treatment  of  illustrious  men. 


CHAPTER    V. 


OBSERVATIONS  OS 

[t^'pjalN  iinrratiiig  Ilie  Blory  of  Cuhimbuit,  il 
Iq£  g^ii  hM  IjL'eiL  tlie  criileitvor  of  tlie  nutliar  U> 
1"^'''^  |it:ic-c  him  in  o  clear  aiid  fHiuiliiLr  pc»at 
of  view  ;  lor  tins  piirpost-  he  bos  wjecicd  no  dr- 
cumstaiice,  however  trivial,  whiuh  appeared  to 
evolve  eome  point  of  character;  mid  he  hnt 
sought  all  kinds  oT  collalerul  facts  whieli  might 
throw  light  upou  his  views  nnd  motives.  With 
this  view  also  he  has  detailed  roan;  facts  bilh- 
erto  passed  over  in  silence,  or  viiguoly  noticed 
by  historians,  probiibly  because  ihey  mi^ht  be 
deemed  instances  of  error  or  tniscouduct  on  the 
part  of  Cnlumbus ;  but  he  who  paints  n  grent 
man  merely  in  gi-eal  and  iieroic  trails,  ihougli 
he  may  proilucea  fine  picture,  will  never  present 
a  faithful  portrnit.  Grenc  men  are  conipounds 
of  great  and  liltle  qualities.  Indeed,  much  of 
their  greatness  nriBes  from  their  mastery  over 
the  imperfeclioiia  of  their  nature,  and  tlielr 
noblest  actions  are  sometimea  struck  forth  by 
the  collision  of  their  merits  and  tlieir  defects. 

In    Columbus  were  singularly  combined  the 
practical  and  the  poetical.    His  mind  hud  graspsd 
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all  kinda  of  knowledge,  whttther  proiiired  by 
liludy  or  observatiou,  which  bare  upon  his  the- 
ories; iinpiilietit  of  the  ^anly  tiliinent  of  the 
daj,  "  his  tmpeluous  ardor,"  as  lia»  well  been 
observed,  "  threw  him  inio  the  study  of  the 
fathers  of  ibe  churi^h  ;  the  Arabian  Jews,  sod 
the  ancient  geographers  )  "  while  his  daring  but 
irregular  genius,  bursting  from  the  limils  of 
imperfect  science,  bore  him  to  coucluHionB  far 
beyond  tlie  intellectual  visioas  of  his  contempo- 
raries. If  some  of  his  conclusions  were  errone- 
ous, they  were  at  least  ingenious  acid  splendid ; 
and  their  error  resulted  from  the  clouds  which 
still  hu[ig  over  his  peculiar  path  of  enterprise. 
His  own  discoveries  enlightened  the  ignorance 
of  the  age ;  guided  conjecture  to  eertajuly,  and 
dispelled  that  very  darkness  with  which  he  hod 
been  obliged  to  ainiggle. 

In  tlie  progress  of  liis  discoveries,  he  has  been 
remarked  for  the  extreme  sagacity  and  the  ad- 
mirable justness  with  which  he  seized  upon  the 
phenomena  of  the  exterior  world.  The  varia- 
tions, for  instance,  of  terrestrial  magnetism,  the 
liircction  of  currents,  the  groupings  of  marine 
pLinU,  fixing  one  of  the  grand  climacteric  divis- 
ions of  the  ocean,  (lie  temperatures  changing  not 
solely  with  the  distance  of  the  equator,  but  also 
with  the  difference  of  meridians;  these  and  sim- 
ilar phenomena,  as  they  broke  upon  him,  were 
discernfd  with  wonderful  quickness  of  percep- 
tion, and  made  to  conti'ibute  important  principles 
to  the  stock  of  general  knowledge.  This  lucidity 
of  spirit,  this  quick  convertibility  of  tacta  to  priu- 
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It  WHS.  in  Bict,  this  rare  Tininn  nlready  noticed, 
of  the  pmclicnl  man  of  bnsitiesa  witb  the  poet- 
ical projector,  which  CJiabled  liiin  to  carry  his 
grand  enterprises  into  effect  throngh  so  many 
difSctilties ;  but  the  pecnniHry  CHlciilations  and 
cares,  which  gave  feasibihty  to  his  schemes,  were 
never  Buffered  to  chill  llie  glowing  aspirations 
of  his  soul.  The  gains  that  promised  In  arise 
from  his  discoveries,  he  tDiended  to  appropriate 
in  the  same  princely  aiid  pioua  spirit  in  which 
they  were  demanded.  He  contemplated  works 
and  achievemeDts  of  benevolence  und  religion ; 
vast  contribntioris  for  the  rehef  of  Ihe  poor  of  his 
native  city  ;  the  fonndatioii  of  churches,  where 
masses  should  be  said  for  the  souls  of  the  de- 
parted ;  and  armies  for  the  recovery  of  Ihe  holy 
sepnlchre  in  Palestine.  Thus  his  ambitiou  was 
truly  noble  and  lofty ;  instinct  with  high  thought 
and  prone  to  generous  deed. 

In  the  discharge  of  his  office  be  maintained 
the  state  and  ceremonial  of  a  viceroy,  and  was 
tenacious  of  his  rank  and  privileges ;  not  from  a 
mere  vulgar  love  of  titles,  bnl  because  he  prized 
them  as  tcstimoniab  and  trophies  of  his  achieve- 
ments :  these  he  jetilously  cherished  as  hia  great 
rewards.  In  bis  repeated  applications  to  the  king, 
he  insisted  merely  on  the  reslitulion  of  bis  digni- 
ties. As  to  hb  pecuniary  dues,  and  all  quet'li'ina 
roinlive  to  mere  revenne,  he  ofTered  to  leave  them 
to  arbitralioQ,  or  even  to  the  absolute  disposition 
of  the  monarch  ;  bat  not  so  his  official  dignities  ; 
"these  things,"  said  he  nobly,  "affect  my  honor." 
Tn  his  tcslamtnt,  he  enjoined  on  hb  sou  Dingo, 
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and  whoever  after  him  shonid  inherit  his  eatal«e. 
whatever  dignities  and  title?  might  afterwards  be 
granlecl  by  (lie  tciog,  aln-nj^  to  «ign  himself 
simply  "  ihe  adTniral,"  by  way  of  perpetnfttiiig 
ia  the  family  its  I'eal  source  of  greatne^. 

Hb  conduct  was  characterized  by  ibe  grandeur 
of  his  views,  and  the  magnimimily  of  bis  splriL 
Instead  of  Hcoiiriitg  ihe  newly  found  countrien, 
like  a  grasping  advvainrer  eager  only  for  iniraedi- 
ate  gain,  as  was  loo  generally  tbe  cn.'M!  with  oon- 
temporary  discoverers,  he  sooght  to  s?eertain  their 
soil  and  producttoas  their  rirera  and  harboR:  ha 
was  desirons  of  colonizing  and  collivHting  them; 
of  conciliating  aad  civilizing  tbe  natives ;  of 
building  dlies ;  introducing  the  useful  arts ;  sub- 
jecting everything  lo  the  control  of  law,  order, 
and  religion ;  and  thns  of  founding  regular  and 
prosperous  empires.  In  tbi.i  glorious  ptiu  ha 
iviLS  constantly  defeated  by  tbe  dissolute  rabble 
which  it  was  his  misfortune  to  command ;  with 
whom  all  law  was  rymnny,  and  all  order  re- 
Kirtiinl.  They  interrupted  all  useful  works  by 
llieir  seditions :  provoked  t lie  peaceful  Indians  ID 
hostility :  and  alYer  ibey  tiitd  thns  drawn  down 
misery  and  warfare  upon  their  own  heads,  and 
overwhelmed  Columbus  with  the  niiiis  of  tbe 
edifice  he  was  building,  they  charged  him  wilb 
being  tbe  cause  of  the  confusion. 

Well  would  it  hnve  been  for  Spain,  had  those 
wlio  followed  in  Ihe  track  of  Columbus  possessed 
his  sound  policy  and  liberal  views.  Tbo  Nffw 
World,  in  such  cases,  would  hnve  been  settled  by 
pacific  colonists,  and  civilJEed  by  enligliieoed  leg- 
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All  veil  111  rera,    nnd    deckled    by 


OiliiiDbiiB  WAS  a  roHD  of  quick  eetisibilitj, 
liitlilu  lo  great  excitement,  to  sudden  atid  strong 
iiitprettaioni),  iind  puwerfiil  impiiUen.  He  wan 
uatnnilly  irritnble  and  impetuous,  and  keenly 
Beiisible  lu  injury  and  injustice;  yet  the  quick- 
ness of  bis  temper  was  counteracted  by  llie  be- 
nevolence nud  ;ri!uerosi(y  of  his  liearl.  Tlie 
mngnauiniily  of  his  nature  slione  forib  through 
all  ibe  troubles  of  his  slorrny  career.  Though 
continually  oulraged  in  his  dignities,  and  braved 
iu  the  tixercise  of  his  comniuml ;  though  foiled  in 
his  plans,  and  eudarigei-ed  in  liia  person  by  the  ee- 
diiioiis  of  turbulent  and  wonhluss  men,  and  (bat, 
too,  at  ihnes  when  suffering  under  aniciety  of 
mind  and  anguish  of  body  sufBcicut  to  exttspemte 
the  most  patient,  yet  be  reslniiued  his  valiant  and 
indignant  spirit  by  the  sliung  powers  of  his 
mind,  and  brought  himselt'  to  forbear,  aud  reaeon, 
and  even  to  supplicate:  tior  should  we  fail  to. 
notice  bow  free  he  vtaa  from  all  feelings  of  re- 
venge ;  how  ready  to  forgive  and  tiirget,  on  the 
least  sign  of  repentauce  and  atonement.  He  has 
been  extolled  for  bis  skill  in  controlling  others,  but 
far  greater  praise  is  due  to  him  for  hia  firmnew 
in  governing  himself. 

His  DBlural  benignity  made  him  accessible  lo 
all  kinds  of  pleasurable  sensations  from  external 
objects.  In  his  letters  and  journals,  instead  of 
detailing  circumstances  with  the  leuhuical  precis- 
ion of  a  mere  navigator,  he  notices  the  beauties  of 
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]iHlui*e  wilb  the  enlhiisiosni  of  a  poel  or  a  piiiiiter. 
At>  lie  coasis  (he  shores  of  the  New  World,  the 
reader  participates  iu  the  enjovmeiiE  with  which  he 
ilescribeE,  in  hb  imperrect  but  picturesque  Spaoinh, 
the  varied  objects  aroaitd  him  ;  the  blandness  of 
the  temperature,  tlie  puriiy  of  the  atmosphere,  the 
fragrauce  of  the  air,  ■■  full  of  ilew  and  sweetneaai' 
the  verdure  of  the  forests,  ihe  mRgiiiliceDce  of  Um 
tr^es,  the  grandeur  of  the  inountaiDS,  and  the  lim- 
pidity and  freshneas  of  the  ninning  streams.  New 
delight  springs  up  for  him  iu  ererr  scene.  He 
extols  each  oew  discovery  as  more  boauliful  than 
the  lost,  and  each  as  the  most  beautiful  in  the 
world  ;  unlil,  with  his  simple  eamcatDess,  lie  t«lb 
the  sovereigns  that,  having  spoken  so  highly  of 
the  preceding  islands,  be  fears  that  they  will  not 
credit  him,  when  tie  declares  that  tho  one  he  is 
actually  describing   surpasses   them  in  excelleiioj. 

In  the  same  ardent  and  unstudied  way  he  ex- 
presses his  emotions  on  various  oocasions.  readily 
affeoted  by  impulses  of  j(iy  or  grief,  of  pleasure 
or  indigimtioD.  ~Wheu  surrounded  and  over- 
whelmed  by  tlie  ingratitude  and  violence  of 
worthless  men.  he  Dften,  in  Ihe  retirement  of  his 
cabiu,  gave  way  to  bursts  of  sorrow,  and  relieved 
his  overladen  heart  by  sighs  and  groans.  When 
he  returned  in  chnitia  to  Spain,  and  came  into 
the  presence  of  Isabella,  instead  of  continuing 
Ihe  lofty  pride  with  which  lie  had  hitherto  sns- 
taiued  his  injuries,  he  was  touched  wilb  grief 
and  tenderness  oX  lier  sympathy,  aitd  burst  forth 
into  sobs  and  tears. 

He  was  devoutly  pious,  religion  miagled  witli 
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the  whole  courae  of  his  thoughts  nnd  actions, 
and  shone  forlh  iti  Lis  most  pt'ii'nle  and  unstud- 
ied  writings.  Whenever  he  made  any  great  dis- 
covery, he  celebrated  it  hy  saietnn  thanks  to 
God.  TliB  voice  of  prayer  and  melody  of  praise 
rose  from  liis  sljips  when  they  first  beheld  the 
New  World,  nnd  tiis  first  action  ou  landiug  was 
to  prostrate  himself  upon  the  earth,  and  retiiru 
ihankBgiviDgs.  Every  evening  the  Salve  Rfgina, 
and  oilier  vesper  hymns,  were  charited  by  the 
crew,  and  masses  were  performed  in  the  beauti- 
ful groves  bordering  the  wild  shores  of  this  hea- 
then land.  All  his  great  enterprises  were  wndei^ 
taken  in  the  name  of  the  Uuly  Trinity,  and  he 
partook  of  the  commuTiion  previous  to  embarka- 
tion. He  was  a  firm  believer  in  the  effieacy 
of  vows  and  penaiices  and  pilgrimages,  and  re- 
sorted to  Ihem  in  times  of  dil£cully  and  danger. 
The  religion  thus  deeply  seated  in  his  soul  dif- 
fused A  sober  dignity  and  benign  composure  over 
bis  whole  demeanor.  His  language  was  pure 
and  guarded,  and  free  from  all  imprecations,  oatha, 
and  other  irreverent  enpreaaions. 

It  cannot  bo  denied,  however,  that  his  piety 
was  mingled  with  supersiiiiou,  and  darkened 
by  the  bigotry  of  the  age.  He  evidently  con- 
curred in  the  opinion,  that  all  nations  whicfi 
did  not  acknowledge  the  Christian  faith  were 
destitute  of  natural  rights ;  that  the  sternest 
measures  might  be  used  for  their  conversion, 
iind  (he  severest  punishment  inflicted  upon  tlieir 
(ibsliiiaey  in  imbelief.  In  this  spirit  of  bigotrjr 
he  catiKidered  himself  justified  in    making  cap- 
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tives  of  (he  Indiaas,  and  transporting  them  to 
Spun  lo  liave  Ihem  taught  the  doctrines  of  Chris- 
littnity,  aad  in  selling  them  for  slaves  if  lliey  pro- 
teoded  to  resist  his  invasions.  In  so  doing  he 
sinned  againsl  Ihe  natural  goodness  of  his  char- 
acter, and  against  the  fuelings  which  he  had 
originally  entertained  and  expressed  towards  lliis 
gentle  and  hospitable  people ;  but  he  was  guaded 
on  by  ihe  mercenary  impuiience  of  tlie  crowu, 
and  by  tlie  sneers  of  his  eueraies  at  ihe  unprof- 
itable result  of  his  enterprises.  It  is  but  joilice 
to  bis  character  to  observe,  that  ihe  euslarement 
of  Ihe  Indians  thus  taken  in  battle  was  at  first 
openly  countenanced  by  the  crown,  and  that, 
when  the  question  of  right  came  to  be  discusMd 
at  the  entreaty  of  tlie  queen.  Several  of  the  inosl 
distinguii^hed  jurists  and  theologians  advocated 
the  practice ;  so  that  the  question  was  finally  set- 
tled in  favor  of  the  Indians  solely  by  llie  Immau 
ity  of  Isabella.  As  (he  venerable  hishop  Lns 
Casaa  observes,  where  the  most  learned  men 
have  doubted,  i(  is  not  aiirprlsing  that  an  un- 
leuriied  mariner  should  err. 

These  remarks,  in  palliation  of  the  conduct  of 
'  Columbus,  are  required  by  candor.  It  is  proper 
to  show  him  in  connection  with  the  age  iu  which 
he  lived,  lest  (he  errors  of  the  times  should  be  con- 
sidered as  his  individunl  faults.  It  is  no(  (he  iit- 
tention  of  the  author,  however,  to  justify  Colum- 
bus on  a  point  where  it  is  inexcusable  to  err. 
Let  it  remain  a  hlot  on  his  illustrious  name,  and 
let  others  derive  a  le^on  front  him. 

Wo  have  already  hinted  at  the  peculiar  irait  of 
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his  rich  and  varied  character ;  that  itrJcnt  &n(I  en- 
thusiastic imagination  which  threw  a  raagnificcDCe 
over  bis  wiiale  course  of  thougbL  Herrern  iuti- 
males  that  lie  had  a  talent  for  poetry,  and  some 
slight  traces  of  it  are  on  record  in  tbe  liook  of 
prophecies  which  lie  presented  to  the  Catholic  sov- 
ereigns. But  his  poelicitl  lemperaraeut  is  discern- 
ible throiigli  all  bis  writings  and  in  all  his  ac- 
tions. It  spread  a  golden  and  glorious  world 
around  hitu,  and  tinged  everything  with  ita  own 
gorf;:eous  colors.  It  betrayed  him  into  visioniiry 
speculations,  which  subjected  him  to  the  sneers 
ftnd  cavilinga  of  men  of  cooler  and  safer,  but 
more  groveling  minds.  Such  were  the  conjec- 
tures formed  on  the  coast  of  Paria  about  the  form 
of  tbe  earth,  and  tbe  situation  of  the  terresti'ial 
Paradise ;  about  tbe  mines  of  Opbir  in  Hispaniola 
and  the  Anrea  Cheraonesus  in  Ver^ua ;  and  such 
was  the  heroic  scheme  of  a  crusade  for  tbe  recov- 
ery of  the  holy  sepulclu-e.  It  mitigled  with  liis 
religion,  and  filled  bis  mind  with  solemn  and  vis- 
ionary meditations  on  mystic  passages  of  tbe 
Scriptures,  and  tbe  shadowy  portents  of  the 
prophecies.  It  exalted  his  office  in  hb  eyes,  and 
made  him  conceive  himself  an  agent  sent  forth 
lapon  a  sublime  and  awful  mission,  subject  to  im- 
pulses and  supernatural  intimaliona  from  the  De- 
ity,—  such  as  tbe  voice  which  he  imagined  spoke 
to  him  in  comfort  amidst  the  troubles  of  Htspaui- 
ola,  and  in  the  silence  of  the  night  on  the  disas- 
trous coast  of  Veragua. 

He  wia   decidedly  a  visionary,  but  a  visionary 
successful  kind.     The  man- 
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ner  in  wliieh  his  ardent,  imnginalire,  and  mercu- 
rial nntiire  wbs  controlled  by  a  powerfiU  judg- 
ment, and  directed  by  an  acute  SA^acily,  u  llie 
must  extraordinnry  feature  in  liis  ohfiracter. 
Tlius  governed,  liia  imagitiHtion,  iustenil  of  ex- 
hausting iiitelt'  in  idle  fligliis,  lent  aid  la  liia 
judgment,  and  enable  him  to  Torm  conclusions  at 
nliicli  common  mtnds  would  never  hnve  arrired. 
luiy,  wliich  llicy  could  not  perceive  when  pMnled 

To  his  inleUeetual  vision  it  was  given  to  rend 
the  signs  of  the  times,  and  to  trace,  in  the  conjeo- 
tures  and  reveries  of  past  ages,  the  indications  of 
an  unknown  world  ;  aa  soolbsayers  were  said  to 
read  predictions  in  the  slara,  and  to  foretell  evduta 
from  tlie  visions  of  the  night.  "  His  soul," 
serves  a  Spanish  writer,  '■  was  superior  to  Ilie 
in  which  he  lived.  For  him  was  rcser^'cd 
great  enterprise  of  tmversiug  that  sea  which  had 
given  rise  to  so  inatiy  fables,  and  of  decipbcriog 
the  mystery  of  Uis  time."  ^ 

With  all  the  visionary  fervor  of  hia  imagiaa- 
tion,  its  fondest  dretuns  fell  short  of  tlie  reality. 
He  died  in  ignorftiice  of  the  real  grandeur  of  liii 
discovery.  Until  his  lust  breath  he  enlttrtairiMl 
the  idea  tliat  he  had  merely  opened  a  uew  way 
to  the  old  resorts  of  opulent  commerce,  nud  had 
discovered  some  of  the  wild  regions  of  the  EosL 
lie  supposed  llispauiola  to  be  the  ancient  Ophtr 
which  had  been  visited  by  the  ships  of  Solomon, 
and  that  Cuba  and  Terra  Firma  were  but  ron 
parts  of   Asia.      WImt  visions  of    glory   wi 

1  CIsaeri,  Iiiveali^idotics  biUoriu,  p.  4^. 
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bare  broki^ii  upon  IiIh  mind,  could  he  have  koow-n 
ihni  he  had  indefid  discovered  a  new  coniineni, 
equal  to  ihe  whole  of  the  Old  World  iii  magnt- 
]e,  and  eepiiriited  by  Iwo  vast  oceans  from  all 
e  earth  hitherto  known  by  civilized  man  I  And 
liow  would  bia  magnaniiDous  spirit  have  been 
consoled,  amidst  the  afflictions  of  age  and  the 
carea  of  penury,  the  neglect  of  a  Gckle  public, 
and  the  injustice  of  an  ungrateful  lung,  could 
he  have  anticipated  the  uplendid  empires  which 
were  to  spread  orer  the  beautiful  world  he  had 
discovered ;  and  the  nations,  and  tongues,  and 
langunges  which  were  to  till  its  lands  willi  his 
renown,  and  revere  and  bless  hift  nanw  to  llie 
latest  posterity ! 
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